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IT is the peculiar ftliclty and prudence of the people 
in this kingdom, that whatever commodities or pro- 
dudions lie under the greatefl difcouragements from 
lilogland, thofe are what they are fure to be mofl induilri- 
tK.% in cukivating and fprcadii^g. Agriculture , which hath 

been 



;l 



•Upon Dr Swift's arrival in Ireland, that fpiiit wluch had 
been raifed agoinft him by the Whigs in England, infatuated 
fikew'ife the whole populace of Dublin, infomuch that when he 

• talked through the town, he was frequently pointed at and 
abufed by feveral of the meaner fliopkeepers, mechanics, and 

'Other bafe fellows withoutname or occupation. Tbefe abomi- 
nable wretches, like their brethren the yahoos, would often 
f-rapc the kennels with thctr nalty claws, to throw dirt and 
filth at him as he paflcd through the city; all which he bore for 
two or three years, until tlie brutes became tired of their fcur- 
rility, not fo much with a refigned phHofophlcsfl patience, as in- 
deed with that fupcrior contempt for all unworthy demeanor, 
which is only to be conceived by the moft improved and exalted 
minds. But thefe animofities having fubfided for two or three 
years, inftcadof reioicing over themifericsof that people which 
had ftitbotft caufc borne a tyrannoii* hate againft him, he began 
to look down with pity on then- diftreffed condition: he regretted 
the calamities of his country and the abfurdity of their politics ; 
he deptored their want of commerce, and iamervtcA «)^ VJev^t 
jpievancesi At k/lia i72^here{bhtd, as far asAoi-^ \tv\xv%v^^«*^«^ 
ft: Vol. m. A wnta 
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been the principal care of all wife nations, and for t 
«ncourageraent whereof there are fo many (latute-Jaws 
England, we countenance fo well, that the landlords ; 
every where by penal claufes abfolutely prohibiting th 

tena 



correct the errors and the blunders of his deluded countrym( 
and with that view he writ (hort and lively propofals for the t 
vgrfid ufe of Iri/lj manufa^ure, &c. ; on account of which a p 
fecution was fet on foot agalnft "Waters the printer of t 
pamphlet, which was carried on witli fo much violence, t 
one William "WhitOied, then Chief Juftice, thouglit proper, 
a manner the moft extraordinary, to keep the jury eleven hoi 
and to fend them back nine times out of court until he had weai 
them into a fpecial verdift. But Whitfhed, a man of low bi 
and narrow education, whofc whole pittance of learnljig ^ 
confined within the magic circle of the laws, the dodlrine 
precedents, and praftice of the courts, was by no means aw 
by what unmerciful (trokes a patriot and genius like Dr S' 
could avenge upon him the caufe both of himfelf and count 
"Whitlhed, armed with power, and fure to be fupportcd, in 
virulent days of party, agoinft all thofe who adhered to tl 
Tory principles, firft gave the alarm to battle by an att 
upon Waters the printer. Swift, armed with genius, ^fe f, 
with a zeal for liberty and public intereft, flew direftly to 
charge. But finding he had to deal with an adverfary unequa 
the combat, he contented himfelf for the prefent with gi^ 
him three or four lafhes, and making him thoroughly contei 
tible in the eyes of the world. But foon after Swift had furt 
occafion for exerting all his powers againft the unfortun 
•Whitflicd. Siuift, 

This tre.atife fpread very faft, upon which a perfon in gi 
office fent in hafte for the Chief Juftice, (Whitflied), and 
formed him of a feditious, famous, and virulent pamphlet lai 
publiflied, with a Uefign of fetting the two kingdoms at \ 
ance, direfting at the fame time, that the printer Ihould be j 
fecuted with the utmoft rigour. - The Chief 'Juflice bad fo qi 
an underftanding, that he refolved if poffible to outdo his 
ders. — The printer was fdzed, and forced to give great bail 
the jury brought him in not guilty, although they had b 
culled with the utmoft induftry: the Chief JuJUce fcnt tl 
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until being ti 
out they ^deforced to leave the matter to the mercy of 
Jur-sdhy whdX they call a JJ^tiai -ucrdiV?. During the trial 
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tenants from ploughing *, not fatisfied to confine them 
within certain limitations, as is the pradice of the Englifh; 
one eife<5t.of which is already feen in the prodigious dear- 
nefsof corn, and the importation of it from London, as 
the cheaper market. Ahd becaufe people are the riches 
cfa country y and that our neighbours have done, and are 
doing, all that in them lies to make our wool a drug to us, 
and a monopoly to them; therefore the politic gentleV.ien 
of Ireland have depopulated vaft tradls of the bed land, 
for the feeding of (lieep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the hijlory of the m^ife 
mn of Got ham y with a catalogue only of feme twondcrful 
laws and cufbms we have obferved within thirty years 
fift. It is true indeed, o«f bciieficial traffic of* wool with 

France 

Cbteflu/fice, among other fingolirUics, laid his hand on his breaft, 
»d proteftcd fblemnly, that the author's defign was to bring in 
the frdender : but tlie caafe being fo very ocUous and impopu- 
hr, the trial of the vcrcB<^ was deferred from one term to ano- 
ther, nntil upoir (the D. of G — ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant's ar- 
lival, hjs Grace, «fter mature advice and permiflion from Eng- 
had, im pleafeJ to grant a NoU profequi.. See Swift's letter to 
Bopc, of Jan. lo. 1721, vol. 8. p. 24. HaTvkef, 

This piece firll turned the tide of popularity in the author's 
£ivoar. 

When the author had linilhed Gulliver's travels, he found an 
openii^ to indulge his love of politics, and to commence a patriot 
for Ireland f and he made ufe of the opportunity, by incrcafing 
the natural jcaloufy which thelefler ifland conftautly entertains 
of the greater. His treatlfc, or propofal, immediately raifed a 
icry \1olent flame. The printer was profecutcd : and the pro- 
fecntion had the fame effe<St which generally attends thofe kind 
ofmeafores; it added fewel to the flame. But his greater ene- 
aiesmuft confefs, that the pamphlet is written in the ftylc of a 
Bin, who had the good of his country neareft his heart ; who 
few her errors, and wifhed to corre<5l them ; who felt her op- 
preflions, and wiftlcd to relieve them ; and who had a defire to 
toufc and awaken an indolent nation from a lethargic difpofiticm, 

that Diigbt prove fatal to her conilitution. Orrery, See ^» 

(xcelUtft nev) Jong on a fectitious pamphlet, vol. 6. p. 265. 

• It was the praftice of Jri/b farmers to wear out x\\€\x %TCi>3x«i 

with fm/^//sg, neither manuring nor letting it.We i^ow \ ^x«X 

f A z ^^^^^ 
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Prance hath been our only fupport for feireral years p 
furwifhing us with all the little money we have to pay 
rents, and go to market. But our merchants ^ure i 
this trade hath received a great davip^by the prefent fiiu 
ating condition of the coin in France : that moji of // 
'iuine is paid for in fpecie^ without carrying thither 
commodity from hence. 

However, Cnce we are io univerfally bent upon en 
ging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, what we £ 
do with our wool, in cafe BarnftapJe * fhould be overitc 
ed, and our French commerce fliouJd fail ? 

I could wi(h the parliament had thought fit to have ; 
pended their regulation of chut ch-tOAXX^x^, and enlai 
m^nts of jhe prerogative, until a more convenient ti 
becauie they did not appear very preiEng, at leaft to 
perfons principally concerned; and, inflead of thefe gi 
refinements \n politics and divinity, had amtfed ihtm{t\ 
and their committees a little with the Jiate of the nati 
For example : What if the houfe of Commons had thou 
fit to mrJic a refulution, neviine contradicente, aga 
wearing any cloih or (luff in their families, which were 
of the growth and manufa^hirc of this kingdom ? Wh? 
they had exrended it fo far as utterly to exclude aH fi 
velvets, calllcoes, and the whole le>:icon of female 1 
peries; and declared, that whoever a£led oiherwife, fhc 
be deemed and reputed an enemy to the nation ? W 
if they had fent up fuch a. refblution to be agreed to 
the hoiife of Lords ; and by their own pra<^i^ and 
couragemcnt fpread the executioa of it in their fev 
counties ? What if we fhould agree to make burying 
ivoollen afafhion, as our neighbours have made it a la 
AVhat if the ladies would be content with Irilh (luffs 
tJie furniture of .their houfes, fcr gowns and petticc 
tor themfelves and their daughters ? Upon the whole, 
to crown all the refi", let a firm refolution be taken 

when their tea is n-ere near exdrecT, they ploughed even 
meado.vs, and made fuch havoc k, that the Jandlcrds, by t 
zeal to prevent^ t, were betrayed into this pernicious meal 

H<ii:jhf. ■ . ^ . . , 

♦ A fcA.port irt Devonffih-c.at thit time the principal ma 
in England for Iriih wool. Kfl-afccf. 
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F^-' mh and female^ never to appear with one fingle JJjred 
"^ ■; that comes from England ; and let all the people fay^ 
"«' Amen, 

I hope, and believe, nothing could pleafe his Majefty 
better than to hear, that his loyal fubjedls of both fexes 
--i in this kingdom * celebrated his birthday^ (now approach- 
I ing), univerfally clad in their own manufadlure. Is there 
^7 virtue enougii left in this deluded people to fave them lYom 
- 4 the brink of ruin ? If the mens opinions may be taken, the 
'-! ladies will look as handfome in (lufi% as in brocades; and, 
fiDce all will be equal, there may be room enough to em- 
ploy their wit and fancy in chuOng and matching patterns 
and colours. I heard the late Archbidiop of Tuam men- 
tion a pleafant obfervation of fome body's ; that Ireland 
^uld never be happy until a la^ ivere made for burning 
every thing that ca?ne from England, except their people 
and their coals, I mu(t confefs, that as to the former, 
I ihould not be forry if they would flay at home ; and for 
the latter, I hope, in a little time we ihall have no occaiioa 
iorthem. 

Non tanti mitra ejl, non tanti judictsoflruin^ 

hot I Hiould rejoice to fee a fiay-lace from England be 
tboaght fcandalous^ and become a topic for cenfure at 
vifits and t^a-tmbles* 

If the unthinking (Iiopkeepers in this to^^m had not 
been utterly deftitute of common fenfe, they would have 
made fbme ptopofal to thr parliament , witli a petition to 
the purpofe I have mentioned ; proraifing to improve the 
dotbs and fluffs of the nation into all pojfihle degrees of 
fnenefs and colours^ and engaging not to play the knave, 
according to their cujiomy by exa£iing and imppfing upon 
the nobility and gentry either as to the prices or the goodnefs. 
For I remember, in London, upon a general mourning, the 
Tttfcally mercers and naoollendrapers would in four and 
twenty hours raife their cloths and ftlks to above a double 



• Her Grace the Duchefs of Dorfct, the Lord Lieutenant's 
Udy, is fiud to have appeared at the caP^s in Dublin \\ holly clad 
in the raanufaAure of JreJanJ on his Majeit'j's ViuU\4v^ \"iVL« 

A 2 ^wf. 



? 



10 A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 

price; and if the mourning continued long, then cohk 
whining with petitions to the court, that they ivere read;^ 
to fiarve^ and their fineries lay upon their hands, 

I could wiih, our fhopkeepers would immediately thinl 
on this propofali addrefllng it to all perfons of quality an* 
others ; but firft be fure to get fome body who can writ 
fenfe to put it into form. 

I think it needleft to exhort the clergy to follow thi 
good example ; becaufe in a little time thofe among the) 
Kuhc are fo unfortunate to have had their birth and-edi 
cation in this country, imll think themfelves abundant^ 
happy luhen they can afford Irifh crape and an Athloc 
i}at i and as to the others, I Jhall not pre fume to dire 
them. I have indeed feen the prefent Archbifhop of Di 
blin * clad from head tafoot in our own manufadure ; ar 
yet under the rofabe it fpoken, his Grace deferveth asgoi 
a go*wa, as if he had not been born anion fins, 

I have not courage enough to offer one fyllable on tl: 
fubje^ to their Honours of the army : neither have I fuf] 
ciently confidered the great importance of fear let and go 
lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this pu 
pofe. The goddefs had heard of one Arachne, a you 
▼irgin, very famous ^or fp inning and ^weaving : they be 
met upon a trial of Ikill ; and Pallas finding herfelf alm^ 
equalled in her own art, flung with rage and envy, knoc 
ed her rival down, and turned her into a fpider ; injo 
ing her to fpin and nueave for ever out out of her of 
iovjels, and in a very narronu co?npafs, I confefs, tl 
from a boy 1 always pitied poor Aradme, and could ne^ 
heartily love the goddefs on account ofy^ cruel and unj 
afcntence; which however is /f///); executed upon us 
England with, further additions of rigour and fever iiy^ 
the greateft part cf our bcnjoels ^ndvitals is extraded wi 
cut allowing us f the liberty of ginning and iveav. 
themr 

1 
* Dr King. 

f In the Iprifig 1753, ^^^ parliament of Englartdf paffed an 
for peimitling the exportation of wool, and wcollcn 01 bay y. 
from any port in Ireland to any poTt ia England ; which was 
tore prohibited. ■ And 
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The fcripture tells us, that opprejfton maketha 'wifeman 
nad ; therefore, confcquently fpeaking, the reafon why 
bme men are not mad^ is becaufe they are not 'voife : 
lowever, it were to be wifhed, ^that oppreffion would io 
irae teach a little mjifdom to fools, 

I was much delighted with a perfon, who hath a great 
:(late in this kingdom, upon his complaints to me> ho^ . 
\rievouJly poor England ^^r/ hy impojitions frornXx^* 
and : that we convey our onvn nxiool to France in fpiie of 
ill the harpies at the ct{flo7nhoufe : that Mr Shuttleworth, 
ind others on the Chefhire coafts^ are fuch fools to fell 
u their bark at a good price for tanning our own hides 
'nto leather : iviih other enormities of the like weight and- 
kind. To which 1 will venture to add more : That the 
tnayoralty of this city is alivays executed by an inhabitant, 
and often by a native^ ivhich might as well be done by a 
deputy nvith a moderate f alary ^ whereby poor England /<?- 
(ethat leaji one thoufand pounds a year upon the balance: 
that the governing of this kingdom cofts the Lord Lieut e- 
nant three thoufand fix hundred pounds a-year ; fo much 
net lofs to poor England : that the people of Ireland pre' 
fume to dig for coals in their o\vn grounds ; and the hrm* 
crs in the county of Wlcklow fend their turf to the ve^ 
ry market of Dublin, to the great difcouragement of the 
coal-trade of Moftyn and Whitehaven * : that the reve* 
nues of the poft-ofEce here^ fo right eoujly belonging to the 
Englifli treajiiry, as arijing chiefly from our own commerce 
noith each other ^ fhould he remitted to London, clogged 
mth that grievous burthen of exchange ; and the pen/ions ' 
paid out of the Irifh revenues to Engliifh favourites Jhould 
lie under the fame difadvantage, to the great lofs of the 
grantees. When a divine is fent over to a bifhopric here 
with the hopes of five and twenty hundred pounds a-year ; 
and upon his arrival he finds ^ alas ! a dreadful difcount 
of ten or twelve per cent, a judge, or a commiifioner 6f 
the revenue has the fame caufe of complaint, Laflly, The 

In the winter 17^, the Irifh parliament prohibited the impor- 
tation of gold and filver lace, except of \U tiuintifaftuTe of "^jvv 
land. Hatttkef. 

• ^M)AyJ} in Fliatlbire. and Whitehaven \n C«»a!tofix\a.\>.^» 

UUai 
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ballad upon Cotter // vehemently fufpcSfed to be Irifh ma 
nufadure ; and yet is allowed to he fung in our ope. 
Jlreets, under thf very nofe of the government. 

Thefe are a fe^t among the many hardfhips we pi 
upon that poor kingdom of England ; for which, I at 
confident, every honefl man wifheth a remedy : and I heai 
there is a projeA on foot for^Kanfporting our bed wheal 
^Tiftra^ by fea and land-carriage to Dunftable ; and ohl 
ging us by a lanjj to take off yearly fo many tJin of Jira* 
hats for the ufe of our women ; which will be a great ef 
courageinent to the mannfadure of that induflrious towi 

I would be glad to karn ajpnong the divines, whether 
law to bind men ^without their onvn confeni be obligatory i 
foro corifcientia: ; becaufe I find. Scripture, Saunderfon, an 
Suarez, are wholly filent on the matter. The oracle ( 
reafon, the great /^w of nature^ and general opinion ( 
civilians i where-ever they treat oilimited governments ^ ai 
indeed decifive enough. 

It is wonderful to obferve the bias among our people : 
favour of things^ perfons^ and ^ares of all kinds, thi 
come from England. Tht printer tells his haukers, tli: 
he has got an excellent new fong juji brought from Loi 
don. 1 have fomewhat of a tendency that way myfelf 
and upon hearing a coxcomb from thence difplaying hirafe 
with great volubility upon the park^ the ptayhoufe, the 
pera, the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to beget in me 
kind of veneration for his parts and acconiplilhments. 
is not many years fince I remember a perfon, who by h 
ftyle and literature feems to have been the cprre6lor of 
hedge-prefs in forae blind-alley about Little Britain, pi< 
cecd gradually to be an author, at leaft a * tranjlator i 
a lower rate, although fomewhat of a larger bulk, ths 
any that now flourifoes in Grubftreet ; and upon tl 
ftrength of this foundation come over here, ered himfe 
tip into an orator and politician, and lead a kingdom afr< 
him. This, I am told, was the very motive that prevai 
cd on the f author of a play called, Love in a hollo^ 

• Snppofed to be Caelar's Corrmurttaries, dedicated to the Dul 
©f Marlborough, by Col. Bladen. 
fLordQiimAon, 

U 
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ireCi tado as the honour of a vifit ; prefuming, with ve- 
17 good reafoOy that he ivas a ^writer of a fupe/ior clap. 
know another^ who for thirty years pad hath been thfe r^w- 
non fiandard ofjiupidlty in England, where he was ne- 
ver heard a minute in any affepibly^ or by any party y witil 
tommon Chriftian treatment ; yet, upon his arrival hither; 
could put on a face of importance and authority ^ talk 
more than (ix, without tixh^x gracefuinef, propriety ^ or 
meaning ; and- at the fanie time be admired and followed 
as the pattern of eloquence and luifdom. 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or fhewn a greater 
difpofition to a contetnptuous treatment of Ireland in fom^ 
^i governors, than that high ftyJe of feveral fpeeches 
from the 'Mr^//f, delivered as* ufual after the royal ajfent 
in fome periods of the two laft reigns. Such exaggera- 
tbns of the prodigious condefcenfions- in the prince to pafs 
ikfe good laws y would have but an odd found at Weflmin- 
(Icr : neither do I apprehend j how any good laiv can pafs, 
wherein the King*s interefl is not as nwch concerned as that 
oiititpeoplffr I remember, after aipeech on the like oc- 
cafion, delivered by my Lord Wharton *, (I think it was 
his]a{i),J]e defired Mr Addifbn toajk my opinion on it : My 
anfwer was, That his Excellency £advery honeftly forfeited 
Us head on account of one paragraph ; ^wherein he ajfert* 
drhy plain confequence^ a difpenjlng po^er in the ^een» 
His Lordfhip owned // nvas true^ but f^ore the wordsr 
were/tt/ into his jnouth by direft orders from court. From 
vheoce it is clear, that fome minh/hrsin thofe times were* 
apty from their high elevation to k)ok dt)wn tipoa this 
kingdom, as if it had been one of their colonies cf out* 
cafis in America. And I obferved a little of tHe feme 
tQFQof fpirit in fowe great men^ from whom I expefted" 
better ; although, to do them jufHce, it proved no poir.t 
•f difficalty to make them corre<5l their /V^^^, whereof the 
^bole nation quickly found the benefit. — But that is 
forgotten. How the ftyle hath fince run, I am wholly a. 
ftranger ; havbg. never feen a fpeecli fmce the laft of the 
Queen. 

i would now expollulate a little with our country land- 

* Lord LJeutensnt, 
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lords ; who, by unmeafurable fcrt^tng and racking their 
tenants all over the kingdom, have already reduced the 
mifcrable people to a worfe condition than the peafanU ia 
France, or the vajj'als in Germany and Poland ; fo that 
the wholt /pedes of what we caX\ fubft ant ial farmers ^ will 
in a very few years be utterly at an end. It was pleafant 
to obferve thefe gentlemen labouring with all their migbl 
for preventing the hijhaps from letting their revenues at J 
moderate half- value, (whereby * the whole order would 
in an agcy have been reduced to manifeft beggary), at th( 
very in(bnt, when they were every where canting f thei 
own land upon ihort kafes, and facrificing their olds} 
tenants for a penny an acre advance. I know not ho\ 
it comes to pafs, (and yet perhaps I know weH* enough) 
that Jlaves have a natural difpofition to be tyrants^ aw 
that when my betters give me a kick, I dm apt to reveng 
it with fix upon m^ foot man ^ glihoagh perhaps he may b 
an honeft and diligent fellow. I have heard great divine 
affirm, that nothing is fo likely to call do^m an univerja 
judgment from heaven upon a nation^ as univerfal opprej 
Jjon; and whether this be not already verified in pari 
their Worjhips the landlords are »oiy at full leifure to cor 
iider, Whpever travels* this country; and obferves th 
face of nature, or the faces and habrts and dwellings'c 
the natives i will hardly think himfelf in a land, where lanx 
religion^ or commoti humanity is profeiTed. 

I cannot forbear fayii>g one word upon a thing they ca 
a hank^ whidi I hear \9 pro}e6ling in this town %, I neve 
law the propofals, nor underftand any one panicular ( 
their fcheme: what I wift^ for at prefent, is only a fuff 
dent provifion of hemp, stnd caps, and bei/f, to diftribul 
accordmg to the feveral degrees of honejly and prudcn 

• Whereby, ^atisj b^ preventing the hifliops revenues fro 
being let at half-value. See this pofition explained and provi 
in the trart called ArgumenU agairtfi enUrgitrg the power of bijboj. 
in this volume. Haivkef^ 

t Cantifig th€^ land is letrtHigit' to the higheft. bidder-— Cj 
fignilies tlie fame as au<5hon. Barwkef, 

t This project for a bank in Irda^d was foon afterwards brougl 
into parliament, and rqefted. Hawkef, 
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fame perfom. I hear only of a monftrous fura already 
med ; and if others do Qot iboD hear of it too, and 
ar with a vengeance^ then am I a gentleman of lefs fa* 
city than mylelf and a very few befides take me to be, 
nd the jeft will be dill the better, if it be true, as judi- 
ous peribns have affiired me, that one hdf is altogether 
oagiDary. The matter will be likewife madi mended, 
'the merchants continue to carry off our gold, > and our 
{oUCniths to melt down our heavy filyer« 



A LETTER to the Shopkeepers, Trade fm 
Farmers^ and Common People, of Irelan 
concerning the Brass halfpence coir 
1>y one William Wood, Hardwarem 
with a defigii to have th^n pafs in this ku 
^onit 

Wherein is fliewn the power of \\\% -patent y the 
lue -of his halfpence, and how far every \ 
fon may he obliged to take the fame in f 
ments, and how to behave himfelf, in cafe f 
an attempt Ihould be made by Wood, or an; 
iher perfon. 

(Very proper to be kept m every family.) 

By M. B. D RAPIERS 

writ-ten in the year 1724. 

LETT: 

* About the 'year 1722, when Charles Duke of Grafton 
X-ord Lieutenant of Irdand, one William Wood an hardv 
man and a bankrupt, allcdgjng the great want of copper m 
In that kingdom, procured a patent for coining ic8,oool. tc 
there as current money. The Dean believing this meafure 
a vile job from the beginning to the end, and that the chiel 
curers of the patent were to be IhaYers in the profits which v 
arife from the riiin of a kingdom, afiumed the character of a 
ftr, which for fome reafon he chofe to write Drafter, and ii 
following letters warned the people not to receive the coin v 
WIS then fent over. 

Or Swift ha^ng refired from the poritlcal world, and an 
liimfelf for three or four years with poetry, converfation 
trifles, (ii^hich is perhaps the fined teft of a thorough confum 
genius, that is above all particular fyftems and hypocritica' 
fences to philofophy), being alanned in (724 '*ith frefli mat! 
iadignation to refume his pen, boldly withftood the whole 
ofdu infamous projector^ encouTa^cA &rvd l^>pvc«^^*^^^^"** 



LETTER 1% 

To the Tradefmen, Shopkeq?ers, Fatmcrs, and 
Country-people in general of the kingdom 
of Ireland, 

Bretbrettf Friends y Countrymetty and FclloW'fuhje^fTy 

WHAT I intend now to fay to you, is, next to your 
duty to God and the care of your falvation, of 
the greateft concern to yourfelves and your chil- 
dren ; your bread and cloatkingy and every common necef- 

fary 

by thofe who were undcrftood to be the chief (Tiredlors in all pu- 
blic affairs. The projed of this impudent fcUow was, by virtue of 
a pates t which he had fraudulently obtained by the intereft of the 
then favourite Chryfd^ to coin halfpence for Ireland at about e- 
Ic?en parts in twelve under the real value, and force their cur- 
rency in that kingdom; which notviithftanding liis patent, fup- 
pofing that he had made his halfpence ever fo good, no man li- 
ving was obliged, or, by virtue of the prerogative of the crown, 
could be obliged to recdve in any payment whatever ; nothing 
being in truth the current coin of England or Ireland, befidc 
fiold and filver of the right fterling and ftandard; the bafer me- 
tals being only accepted for the conveniency of change, which 
every man that pleafes may rejetft whenever he thinks proper, 
Vi&out being a^-aid to incur any penalty from the law. This 
whole matter the Dodor laid open in a ihort treatife, the Dra- 
pier's firft letter. 

The judicious reader cannot but obferve, that in this letter 
tte anther hath adapted his f^le, his phrafes, his humour, and 
Us addrefs in a very wonderful manner to the tafte and ap- 
prehenfion of the populace. Ndther indeed is the title-page 
vlioUy void of that captivating rhetoric which is admired by 
the common people ; for it concludes like that of the whole 
Aity of man. Very frofer to he kept in every funiily. Swift. 

•The firft five of the Drapicr's letters were publifhed in pam- 
pUets at different times. The fixth and feventh were f«^ v^- 
fciiihed in i735> in the 4th volume of the Dub^rv e^\<\Qti ^^ ^"t 
Si^ft's woits. 
Vol. UI, £ t\w^ 
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lary of life entirely depend .ypop it. Therefprc 
earneftly exhort you as men^ as Chrifiians^ as pi 
as leyers of your country y to read this paper \v 

The fixtb and feventh of the Drapier's letters we 
from a friend of the author's in the original nianul 
are afifureJ, and have good reafon to believe : thofe \ 
tcr judges, will foon determine whether they are ger 
It is the opinion of feveral wife men, that the Drap 
and the other writings relating to our poor counti 
may be very ufeful to poftewty^ by warning them 
ture to oppofe the lame, or the like evil defigns, he 
iible they may at fivit appear to unthinking people ; 
artfully they may be reprefentcd (like this deflrufti 
William Woodj by thofe who were to divide the fp 
impoltor; or, laftly, by proflitute flatterers, wl 
^o tind their private account in the ruin of the king 
ruin would have certainly followed, if the author, 
was, had not pubUHied his letters in the mod proj 
and fitted to' all forts of readers; whereby in t 
iTJon^ths he turned the wjiole nation, alnioft to a 

that iniijiiitous .fchemc. The letter to tlie Lor^ 

Midok'ton is w^tten with much caution, becaufe the 
feffes hlmfelf to be Dean of St PatricVs ; and I .c( 
his n.ime fubfcribed at the endx>f tbe original, alth 
out by fome other hand. I can give no other r( 
was not printed, than what I have heard ; that th< 
ing how effectually the Drapier had fucceeded, and 
time liow highly the people in ix)wer fecined to t 
^thought it more prudent to keep the paper in his < 
There is but a fmall part of the addrefs to both lioi 
jnent that relatcth to Wood and his coin. The 
Vcyeral propofals for the improvement of Ireland, tl 
couragements it lies under, and what arc the bell 
gaind them. — r— By m;iny pilTages in the othei 
particularly in the aUreS^y concerning the great dra 
from IrelancV, 'by abfentees, importation of foreii.^.n g( 
<>f traile, and thelike, it appears that the author ha( 
-pains, and been well informed in the bufinefs of coi 
"his reafonings upon that fubjc«a, although he does 
-to particular fums, agreeing generally with the ac 
by others, who have fmce made that inquiry th< 
itudy. And it is obfervai>le,.that in the addiffy, ; 
one of the otl.er letters, he hath (i^ec ified feveral i 
■rkhs, that hawe not been taken notice of by otbci 
sficr hluu Ditf.e(lit. 
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ilfoll atttfniforf, or get it read to yotf by otRers*; which that 
yoa may do at the lefs expenfe, I have ordered the/r/«- 
ter to felt it at the lowed rate. 

It is a great fault among you, that, when a perfon writes 
tilth no other intention than to ^ you good^you *witl not he 
at the pain's to read his' advices. One copy of this paper 
may ferve a- dozen of youi ^Vhich will be lefs than a fet- 
tliiDg apiece. It is your folly, that }'ou have no commdb 
or geietal ifltereft in your view, not even the wifeft altlofig 
you ; neither do you' know, or iriqiiire, or care, who are 
your friemis, or who are your enemies. 

About four years ago- a Iktle book was written to advife 
all people to wear the manufactures of this our oivrs dear 
country*. It had no other defign, faid nothing againft 
\hc King or parliameftty or any perfon whatfoever ; yerthe 
Y^r printer was profccuted two years with the utmoft vio- 
lence, and even fome ^weavers themfelves, (for whofe fake 
it was Written), being upon the J U R Y^ found him guilty. 
This would be enough to difcou^rage any man from endea- 
vouring to do you good, when you will either negledl him, 
w fly in his face for his pains ; and when he muft expe<5l 
oniy danger fo himfelf and to be fined and imprifoned, 
perhaps to his ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you once more of the ma- 
nifcft dedrudtion before your eyes, if you do not behave 
yoorfelves as you ought, 

I will therefore firft tell you xht plain flory ofthefaH: 
and then I will lay before you how you ought to a(5l, in 
common prudence, according to the lanus of your country. 

The fa^ is this : It having been many years (ince cop- 
per HALFPENCE Or FARTHINGS wcTC laft coincd in* 
this kingdom, they have been for feme time very fcarce, 
and mTmy ' counterfeits pafled about under the name of 
raps : fcvera! applications were made to England, that we 
might have liberty to coin new ones, as in former times 
We did ; but they did not fucceed. At laft one Mr Wo o d, 
a mean ordinary man, a hardnvare-dealer, procured a 
patent under his Majejffs broad feal to coin 108,000/. 
in copper for this kingdom; which patent, however, did 

• Aprqpofal for the ufc of Trifli manufadut^s. 

B 2 ^^'^ 
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not obb'ge any one here to take them, unlets they pleaTed. 
Now, yoa muft know, that the halfpence ^xA farthings ia 
England pafs for very little more than they are worth : 
and, if you fhould beat them to pieces, and fell tl^m to 
the brazier y you would not lofe much above a penny ia a 
(hilling. But Mr Wood made his halfpence of fuch hafe 
metai, and fo much fmaller than the Englifh ones, that 
the brazier would hardly give you above a penny of goo(f 
money for ^fhilling of his ; fo that this fum of 108,000/. 
20 good gold and fdvcr rou(l be given for trajh^ that will 
not be worth above eight or nine thoufan.d pounds real va- 
lue. But this is not the worfl ; for Mr Wood, when he 
pleafes. may by (lealth fend over another 108,000/. and 
^tty all cur goods for eleven parts in tnaelve under the va- 
lue. For examine, if a hatter fells a dozen of hats fof 
jivejhillings ^ece, which amounts to three pounds, and 
receives the payment in Wood's coin, he really receives 
only the value o(Jhef?illings, 

Perhaps, you will wonder how fuch an ordinary felloe, 
as this Mr Wood, could have fo much intereft as to get 
his M4JF sty's broad feal for fo great a fum of bad moi- 
Bcy to be fent to this poor country ; and that all the xr^ 
bility and gentty here could not obtain the fame favour, 
and let us make our own halfpence, as wc ufed to do. 
Now, I will make that matter very plain : We are at a great 
diftance from the King's court, and haveno body there to 
. folidt for us, although a great number oi lords and f quires, 
whofe eftates are here, and are our countrymen, fpend 
all their lives and fortunes there : but this fame Mr Wood 
was able to attend conflantly for his own intereft ; he is 
an EngliHimaO) and had great friends, and it feems knew 
very well 'nyhere to give money to thofe that would fpeak 
to others, that could fpeak to the King, and would tell a 
fair Jlory, And his Majejiy, and perhaps the great lord 
or lords who advifed him, might think it was for our coun^ 
trfs good ; and fo, as the lawyers exprefs it, the King was 
deceived in his grant, which often happens in all reigns^ 
And I am fure if his Majefty knew that fuch a patent, if it 
fhould take effedt accordti^ to the deCre of Mr Wood, 
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath given fiich 
great prooh of it) loyalty ^ he would immediately recall it. 
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l&d perhaps (hew his difpleafure to fome body or other : 
but a 'word to the ixjtfe is enough, Moft of you muft have 
beard with what anger our Honourable hottje ofCominom 
received an account of this Wood's patent. There were 
!everal fine fpeecbes made upon it, and plain proofs, that 
t was all a luickcd ch^at from the bottom to the top ; aod 
everal fmart votes were printed, which that fame Wood 
lad the aflurance to anfwcr likewife in prints and in fo 
ronfident a way, as if he were a better man than our 
whole parliament put together. 

This Wood, as foon as his patent was palTed, or fbon 
ifter, fends over a great many barrels of thofe halfpence 
to Cork, and other fea-port to^wns, and to get them off 
>ffered an hundred founds in his coin for feventy or eighty 
io filver : but the collectors of the King\ cuftoms very 
honeffly refufed to take them, and fo did almoft every 
body elfe. And fince the parliament hath condemned 
them, and defired the King that they might be (topped} 
ill tlie kingdom do abominate them. 

But Wood is^ftill working underhand to force his half 
bence upon us ; and if^ he can, by the help of bis friends 
in England, prevail fo far as to get an order, that the 
tomnJfflonerj and colleilors of the King's money (hall rc-^ 
:eive them, and that. the army is to be paid with them, 
then he thinks his nuork (hall be done, And this is the 
iiificulty you will be under in fuch a cafe : for the oTm- 
non foldier, when he goes to the market^ or alehoufe^ 
(rill offer this money ; and, if it be refufed, perhaps he \rCX 
^gger and he£lor^ and threaten to beat the butchery or 
denuife^ or take the goods by force, and throw them the 
>ad halfpence. In this and the like cafes, ih^ f?opkeeper^ 
n viHuallery or any other tradefviany has no more to do» 
han to dc^mand ten times the price of his goods, if it is to 
le paid in Wood's money ; for example, twenty pence of 
hat money for a quart of ale^ and fo in all things elfe, 
tnd not part with his goods till he gets the money. 

For fuppofe you go to an alehoufe with that bafe mo- 
icy, and tlie landlord gives you a quart for four of ihofe 
''talf pence y what mu(l the viBualler do ? his brenver will 
K>t be paid in that coin, or if the bre*wer (liould be CvxcK 
I fool> ^t/arm^rj will not take it from lYi^ta ^o^ x!^w 
B 3 bcre. 
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hereby bccaufc they are bound, by their leafcs, to pay the! 
rents in good and lawful money of England, which tW 
is not, nor of Ireland neither, and the ^fquire^ their land 
lord, will never be fo bewitched to take fuch trajl7 ft 
his land ; fo that it mufl certainly flop forae where or c 
thcr, and whcre-ever it flops, it is the fame thing, an^ w 
are all undone. 

The common weight of thefe halfpence is between for 
and five to an ounce ; fuppofe live, then three (hillings an 
four pence will weigh a pound, and confequently twent 
(hillings will weigh fix pounds butter 'weight. Now, thei 
are many hundred farmers ^ who pay two hundred pount 
a-year rent ; therefore when one of thefe farmers conn 
with his half-year's rent, which is one hundred pounds, 
\vill be at Icaft fix hundred pound weight, ^vhich is thr< 
horfes load. 

If a fqttire has a mind to come to town to buy cloath 
and wine, and fpices for himfelf and family, or pcrha 
to paf^ the winter here, he mufl bring with him five or f 
horfes loaden withy^/ri/, as the farmers bring their con 
and;, when his lady comes in her coach to our fhops, 
iniiil be followed by a car loaded with Mr Wood's m 
ijey. And I hope wc (hall have the grace to take it for i 
more than it is worth. 

They fay 'Squire Conolly f \\^y\\fixteen thoufand poun 
«a year ; now if he fends for his rent to town, as it is like 
he doth, he mufl have two hundred and fifty horfes 
bring up his half-)'ear*s renty and two or three great o 
lars in his houfe for flowage. But what the hankers w 
do, I cannot tell : for I am afFure^i, that fome gr< 
linkers keep by them forty ihoufand pounds ready c. 
to anfwcr all payments : which funi, in Mr Woo< 
money, would require twelve hundred horfes to cai 
ir. 

Yox my own part, 1 am already refolved what to d 
I have a pretty good fhop of Irifh fluflfs andy/Vi/, and ; 
ftcad of taking Mr Wood's bad copper, I intend to tm 
\vith my ntighbours the hutchers^ and bakers^ and breive. 

*■ A fort of barley in Ireland. 
f Tlxn Speaker of the houCc of Commow^. 
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and the reft, goods for goods ; " and the litlk gold zxAJiher 
Ibare, I will keiep by roe, like my heart's blood, till' bet- 
' ter times, or until I am jafl ready to ftarve, and tlien I 
vill bay Mr AVood*s money, as m^ father dfd the brafe 
money in King James's time, who could buy ten pounds of 
it with 2l guinea ; and I hope to get as much for a piftolt^ 
aod fo purchafe bread from thofe who will be fucb fo(^ 
as to fell it me. 

Thefe halfpence^ if they once pafs, will ibon be coun* 
ttrfeited^ becaufe it may be cheaply done, the fluff is fo 
%a[e. The Dutch likewife will probably do the fame 
ihjpg, and fend them over to us to pay for our goads ; and 
Mr Wood will never be at reft, but coin on ; fo that in 
Ibme years we (hall have at leail five times 108,000/. of 
this lumber. Now, the current money of this kingdom is 
not reckoned to be above four hundred thoufand pounds id 
all; and while there is ^ftlver fixpencc left, thefe blood- 
fuckers will never be quiet. 

^^^len once the kingdom is reduced to fuch a condi- 
tion, I will tell you what muft be the end : xht gentlemen 
«feftates will all turn off their tenants for want of pay- 
ments, becaufe, as i told you before, the tenants are ob^ 
liged by their ieafes to pay Sterlings which is lawful cur^ 
rent money of England : then they will turn their own 
farmers y as too many of them do already j run all into 
fheep, where they can, keeping only fuch other cattle as 
are necefTary ; then they will be their own vierchauts, and 
fend their nvooly and butter y and hides ^ and linen beyond 
fca for ready money y and ivinCy ^ndfpicesy ^ndfllh. They 
will keep only a few mif«rable cottagers t ihe/armers muft 
rd, or iegy or leave their country.; xhc Jhopkeepers in this 
and every other town muft break ^nd Jlarve; for it is the 
landed man that maintains the merchant y andJJjopkeepery 
and handier aftfwan. 

But when the ^fquire turns farmer and merchant him- . 
fclf, all the good money he gets from abroad, he will , 
iioard up to fend for England, and keep fome poor tailor 
or ^lueaver and the like in. his own houfe, who will be glad 
to get bread at any rate. 

I fhould never have done, if I were to tell you all the 
ajiferics that we /hnll undergo, if we b^ lo /ooUJl') ^^^ 

nwickci 
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nuicted as to take this cttrfid coin. It would be vei 
bard, if all Ireland (houki be put into one fiahy and th 
lorry fellow Wood into the other ; that Mr Wood (hool 
weigh down this lutfole kifigdom^ by which England ge 
above a million of good noooey every year clear into the 
fdckets s and that is more than the Engliih do by all A 
mforld befides. 

But ywkx great eomfort is^ that as his Majefty's /tf/r; 
doth not oblige you to take this money^ fb the la^s ha' 
not given the crvwn a power of forcbg ih<^fubje{i to tal 
what Mon^ the King pleafes ; for then, by the fame re 
ion* we might be l^und to take pehhle-ftoncs^ or cocld 
Jhcllsy otjiampcd hat he f^ for current coin^ if ever\ 
(hould happen to live under an ill prince^ who might lik 
wife» by the fame jpower, make a guinea pafs for A 
pounds^ a Jhilling for t'ttnnty Jhillings^ and fo on ; I 
which he would, in a (hort time, get all the Jilver at 
gold of the kingdom into his own hands, and leave us n< 
thing but brafs or leather^ or what he pleafed. Neitb 
is any thing reckoned more cruel and oppreffive in tl 
Frendi government, than their common pra^ice of caliii 
in all their money* after they have funk it very low^ ac 
then coining it anew at a much higher value ; whicl 
however, is not the thoufandtb part fo wicked as this a^ 
^minahle projeil of Mr Wood. For the French gi^ 
their fubje^ ^/tw for ^/tvr, 2sA gold iox gold: but th 
fellov) will not fo much as give us good hrafs "or cop^i 
for our gold and Jilver^ nor even a twelfth part of the 
worth. 

Having faid this much, I will now go on to. tell youth 
judgment of ibme great lasers in this matter; whon 
fee'd on purpole for your fakes, and got their opinio) 
under their hands^ that I might be fure I went upon goc 
grounds, 

A famou$ law-book, called the Mirrour of juftice, di^ 
courjing of the charters (or lanxjs) ordained by our anciei 
kings, declares the l/tw to be as follows. It 'was ordaina 
That no king of this realm fJjould change or impair tl 
money,' or f/iake any other money than of gold or (live 

*withoi 
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^mihout the affeni of ail the counties; that is, as m]r Lord 
Coke * /ays, nvithout the ajfent of parliament. 

This book is vi^ry ancient, and of great aathority for 
the time in \(^hich it was written, and with that chara^er 
is often quoted by that great lawyer my Lord Coke f. By 
the laws of England feveral metals are divided into A7<u;*> 
JIU or true metal ^ and unlanuful or faife metal s the for- 
nier comprehends^/f^f r or gold, the latter all Ifafer metals n 
That the former is only to pafs in payments, appears by an 
adi of parliament % made the twentieth year of Edward 
the Firftt called, The flatute concerning the pajfing of 
fences which I give you here as I got it tranflated in* 
to Englt/h ; for fome of our ia^s at that time were, as I 
am told» written in Latin : Whoever in buying or felling 
trefumes to refufe an halfpenny or farthing if lawful 
money t hearing the ftamp nvhich it ought to have, let him 
h feized 9n as a contemner of the King^s Majejiy, and 
caji into prjfon. ^ 

By this Jiatute, 00 perfon is to be reckoned a content^ 
k ner of the King^s Majefty, and for that crime to be com* 
mitted to prifon, but he who refufeth to accept the King's 
coin made of laviful metal; by which, as I obferved be- 
fore, ^/o^ and ^o/</ only are intended. 

Tbit this is the true conflruOion of the ail, appean 

not only from the plaiirmeaning of the words, but from 

my Lord Coke's | obfenradon upon it. By thb aft (fays 

he) it appears, that no fubjed can be forced to take m 

I ^9^> or feliittg, or other payment, any nx>ney made 

I Imt of lavful metals that is, oi JUver or gold. 

The law of England ^ves the King all mines o( gold 

j 9sod fiver; but not the mines of othier metals s the rea* 

I ion of whidb prerogative or pomfer, as it is gJTen by my 

Lord Coke * *, is becaufe money can be made of gold and 

fiver, but not of other metals. 

Par&ant to this opinion, halfpence and farthings wer^ 
anciently maAt.of filver, which is evident from the aA of 
parliament of Henry the Fourth, chap. 4. whereby it if 

♦ I Inft. 576* I 2 Inft. 577* 

t a Inft. $76. 7. •• a Inft. 577* 
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ena^edf as follows: Itenr, for the great fcare'tty t, 
at prefent luHhin the realm of England of halfpe?n 
farthings ^filver, // if ordained and $fiahlifhed^ th 
third part ef all the money of filver plate 'which Jk 
brought to the bullion, Jhall be made into halfpenc 
farthings. This fhcws, that by the words halfpem 
farthing of lawful money in that Jiattiie concernir 
P^IP'^g of pence, is meant a fniall coin in halfpenc 
farthings of Jfher*, 

This i> further manlfeft from tlie ftariTte of the 
year of Edward the Third, chap. 3. which enads, 
no Sterling halfpenny or farthing be molten for to- 
vejfelsy or any. other thing by the goldfmiths, 7ior i 
upon the forfeiture of the njoney fo molten (or meh 
\ By another aft in this King^s reigny black ijioney w 
to ber current in England. And^ by an adl made 
eleveoth year of his reign, chap. 5.. galley-hahfpenci 
not to pais : what kind of coin thefe were, I do not 1 
but I prefume tEey we're made of bafe metal. And 
afts were no ney/Jancfr but further, declaration^ oft 
laws telating to the coin. 

Thus the Irw Sands in relation' to> coin. Nor is 
any example to the- contrary, exfcept one ia Davii 
forts f who tells lis, -that, in the time of Tyrone's- 
lion. Queen Elifabclh ordered money of mixed metai 
coined in the tower, of London, and fent over hitb 
the paynsent of the drfn^^ obliging all people to rcce 
and commanding that ^Jslver money fhould be take 
as bullion i that is, for .as misilT ai:it weighed. Dav 
us feverai^particulars in this master, toa long here tc 
bk you withy and ithat the /rit^c02/7?r/7 of this kii 
xi;^\%^^ Xfnpr chant m ^England to receive this miiied 
jbr gOQ^s tranfraitted hither. 

But this proceeding is rejcdcd by all the beft la 
as contrary to law, the privy council here having n 
legal, power.. And, /befidc»> it is to be confidered 
the.Qj^cEK.w^ jtbeo. under great difficulties by a 
lion in this kingdom afllfted from Spain ; and what< 
done in great exigencies and dangerous times, fliould 
be an example ^>prpG^e^ \x^ m ieafi^np of peace aod 
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I will now, ray dear friends, to fave you the trouble, 
let before you in (hort, what the Iww obliges you to do, 
and what it does not oblige you to. 

Firft, You are obliged to take all money in payments 
V^hich is coined by the King, and is of the Englifli flandard 
or weight, provided it be oi gold or Jilver, 

Secondly, You -are notobliged to take any money which 
is not of gold or Jilver ; not only the halfpence or fat' 
things of England, but of any other country. And it is 
merely for convenience, or eafc, that you are content to 
take them ; becaufe the cuftom of coining filver halfpence 
^tA farthings hath long been left off; 1 fuppofcjon account 
of their 'being fubje^t to be lo(h 

Thirdly, Much lefs are we obliged .to take thofe vih 
halfpence of that fame Wood, by whicli you muft lofe al* 
molb eleven pence in every fliilling. 

Therefore, my friends, fland to it one and all : refufe 
this filthy trafl?. It is no trcafon to rebel againft Mc 
\Veo4. His Mtijejly^ in bis patent, obliges nobody to 
take \\\Q{t.halJ pence : Ki^^v gracious prince hath .no fuch ill 
advifers about him; 'Or, if he Jiad, yet you fcp, the laws 
have not left it in the King*s jpoyv.^v to force us to take any 
coin but what is lawful, of light ftandard, gold and Jther» 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 

And let me, in the next place, apply myfelf particularly 
to you, who are the poorer fopt of tradcfmen. Perhaps 
you may think, you will not be fo great lofers as the rich, 
if ihefe halfpence lliould pafs ; becaufe you feldoni fee any 
filver^ and your cnftomcrs come to your (hops or (lalls 
with nothing itut hrafs, \vl\ich you likcwife find .hard to 
I be got. ' But you may take ray word, wjieneycr this jno- 
[ ney gains footing amqng you, you will be utterly undone. 

ilF.you carry thefe halfpence to a Hiop for tobacco^ or 
brandy y or .any other thing that you want ; the Ihopkeeper 
WiU advance his goods ateOrdingly, or'elfe he mufl break, 
tndieave the key under the door. Do you think ImoiH 
ffli you a yard of tenpenny Jhiff for twenty 4if Mr 
•WoodV k^^fpcnce? Noj,' mt under two hundred at leaji; 
^either nvill I be at the irouUe of countings hut nwei^h 
ttem in a lunif. .1 will tell jou one th\n^ fMVX\\tt^ ^^ 
if Mr Woqd^sprbjcS fioidd take, it would iviati ex^u ^»\ 
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beggars: for when I give a beggar a halfpenny, it wii 
quench his thirft, or go a good way to fill liis belly 
but the twelfth part of a halfpenny will do him no mor 
fervicei than if I fliould give him three pins out of m; 
ileeve. 

In fhort, thefe halfpence are like the accurfed thirty 
which, as the fcripture tells us, the cbiidren cf ifrae 
were forbidden to touch. ' They will run about //h th 
plague^ and deftroy every one nvho lays his hands nfo^ 
them, 1 have heard fcholars talk of a man who toW th 
King, that he had invented a way to torment people b 
putting them into a hull of hrafs with fire under it: bv 
the prince put the projehor firft into his brazen hull t 
make the experiment. This very much refembles tb 
proje^i of Mr Wood ; and the like of this may poffibly b 
Mr Wood's fate ; that the hrafs he contrived to tormei 
this kingdom with, may prove his own torment, and b 
deflrudion at lafl. 

N. B. The author of this paper is informed by perfot 
who have made it their bufinefs to be exafl in their obfei 
vadons on the true value of thefe halfpence^ that any pei 
fcn may expedl to get a quart of tnuopcnny ale for thir^ 
Jlx of them. 

I defire that all families may keep this paper carefuil 
by them to refirefli their memories, whenever they (ha 
have farther notice of Mr Wood's halfpence, or afly c 
ther the like impofture *. 

* At the found of the Drafter's trumpet, a fpirit arofc amon 
the people, that, in the caftcrn phrafe, was like unto a tempefii 
the day of the ivhirlwind. Every pcrfon of every rank, part^ 
iand denomination, was convinced, that the admifflon of Wood- 
copper muft prove fetal to the commonwealth. The P&pift, th 
Fanatic, the Toiy, the Whig, all lifted themfelves volunteei 
lundcr the banner of M, B, Drafter, and were all equally zealoB 
to ferve the common caufe. Much heat, and many fiery fpeechc 
againll the adminiftrafion, were the confequence of this union 
nor had the flames been allayed, notwithftanding threats and pre 
clamations, had not the coin been totally fupprcfled, and hadnc 
Wood withdravv-n his patent. Orreiy, See the note at the end < 
tetters. * 
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A LETTER toMrHARDiNe the printer^ 
upon occa0on of ^ paragrajBi in his news- 
paper of Auguft I. 1724^ relating to Mr 
Wood's H4iJFPf;w<:i^ 



I'M your ncws-lcner of tfee ift mftant there is a pra- 
graph, dated from London, July 25. relating to 
Wood's halfpence ; whereby it h plain, ti-hat I foretold 
in my fetter to iJ^e floopkeepersy i;c, that this Tile fellow 
would never be at reft ; and that the danger of oar ruin ap- 
proaches nearer ; and therefore the kingdom requires mfH) 
and frefh ivarni/ig However, I take this paragraph to 
be, in a great mcafure, an rmpofition upon the public ; at 
ieaft I hope (b, becaufe I am informed that "Wood is ge- 
nerally -his ow^n news- writer. I cannot but obferve from 
that paragraph, that this public enerpy of ours, not fati{V 
fied to ruin us with his trajh, takes every occafion to treat 
this kingdom with the utmoft contempt. He reprefcnts 
fever a I ofowrwer^hants and traders upon e^camimuion be" 
fore a committee of council ^ agreeing, that there *was the 
utmofl necejjity of copper money here, before bis paicKt \ 
fa that feveral gentlemen ha'oe been forced to tally nvith 
their ivorkmen, and give them hits of cards feaied and 
fuhfcribed nxjith their names. What then ? If a phyfician 
prefcribe ip a patient a dram of phyfjc, fhail a rafcal -apo- 
thecary cram him with z. pounds and mix it up with poifoffi ? 
and is not a landlord's hand and feal to his own labourers a 
better fecurity for live or ten fhiilings, than Wood's brafe, 
ten times b^low the real value, can be to the kingdom ibr 
trf' hundred and eight thoufand pounds ? 

But who are thefe merchants and traders of Xx^aa^ 
^t made this report of the utmofl ttecejtty^e are undtr 
/i^f^/^moMf^P tbeyzreonlj a f6w4)wa^ts o? s^c« 
• VifL.UL C co>xQL\r5> 
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country, confederates with Wood, from whom they are 
purchafe a great quantity of his coin, perhaps at half 
price that we are to take it, and vend it aniong us, to 
ruin of the public, and their own pnrate advantages, i 
not theie excellent witnefTes, upon whofe integrity the i 
of the kingdom mufl depend, evidences in their own cai: 
.and (harers in this wovk of iniquity I 

If we coiild haver deferved the liberty of coining for o 
felves, as we formerly did, and why we Jiave it no^ /j 
very hodys nuonder as nvelt at mine^ ten thonfand poci 
might have been coined here in Dublin of only one fifth \ 
clow the intrinfic value, and this fum, with the flock 
halfpence we then had, would have been fufRcient ; 1 
rWood, by his emiiFaries, enemies to God and this kii 
dom, hath taken care to buy up as many of our old hi 
pence as ^he could.; and from thence the prefent waot 
change arifes ; to remove which by Mr Wood-s remci 
would be to cure a fcratch on the finger by cutting oflFi 
arm. But fuppofing there were not one farthing of cliai 
in the whole nation, I will maintain, that five and twei 
thoufand pounds would be a fum fully fuificient to anf\ 
all our QCcafions» I am no inconfiderable (hopkeeper in t 
town ; I Jiave difcouried with feveral of my own, and 
ther trades, with many gentlemen both of city and cot 
try, and alfo with great numbers of farmers, cottage 
and labourers, who all agree, that two (hilliDgs in chat 
far every family would be mor^ than neceiTary in all de 
ings. Now, by the largeft computavoa (even before \ 
grievQiTS difcouragement of agriculture *, which hath 
much le/Tened our numbers) the fouls in this kingJom 
^computed to be one million. and a, half; which, allow 
/Ix to a family, makes two hundred and fifty thoufand 
milics, and confequently -two (hillings to each family \ 
amount only to five and twenty thoufand pounds ; whe 
as this hanejl, liberal , hard^aremnn^ Wood, would i 
pofe upon us above four times that fum. 

Your paragraph relates further, that Sir Ifaac New 
reported an ajfay taken at the Tower of Wood's met: 
by which it appears^ that Woodhad in all refpeSis per/or 

^^er/ijpi the prdub]tignftompV)^i%y^. ^^^\)tO* 
: . :^ .... 
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heontra&. His contrail ! with whom ? was it with* 
)arliair.eDt or people of Ireland ? are not they to be 
nirchafcrs I but they deleft, abhor, and rejed it as- 
ipt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and^afh. Upon 
1 he grows angry, goes to law, and will inipcfe his 
5 upon us by force." 

t your news letter fays, that an ajfay was made of 
:oin. How impudent and infupportable is this ! 
d takes care to coin a dozen or two halfpence of good 
, fends iheni to the Tower, and they are approved, 
hefe mufl anfwer all that he hath already coined, or * 
coin for the future. It is true, indeed, that a gen- 
n often fends to my (hr.|r for a pattern of (luff; I cut 
ly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, or fends, and 
ares the pattern with the whole piece, and probably 
>me to a bargain. But if I were to buy an hundred* 
, and the grazier fliould bring me one fingle wether, 
id well fleeced, by way of pattern^ and expeft the 
price round for the whole hundred, without luffering^ 
) fee them before he was paid, or giving me good fe- 
J to reftore my money for thofe that were lean^ or 
, or fcabbyy 1 would be -none of his cuflomer. V 
heard of a man who had a mind to fell his houfe, 
herefore carried a piece of brickxn his- pocket, which 
ewed as ^ pattern to encourage purchafeis ; and this^ 
edlly the cafe in point with Mr Wood's ajfay^ 
le.next part of the paragraph contains Mr Wood's 
tarjr propofals for preventing any further obje^iens' 
prebenjions, 

s firft propcfal is. That ix:hereas he hath already coin^ 
venteen thoufand pounds^ and has copper prepared to 
it up forty thoufand pounds , he ijjili be content to 
'omoreyunlefs the exigencies of trade require 
It hough his patent impo^ers him to coin a far greater 
^ity. 

) which if I were to anfwer, it fliouId be thus : Let 
Vood and his crew of founders and tinkers coin on> 
lere is not an old kettle left in the kingdom ; let them> 
)ld leather, tobacco-pipe-clay, or the dirt in the llreet,. 
all their trumpery by what name they pltafe, ^x^xtv v 
a to a farthing) we are not undei any cou^tx^ vc> > 
C 2 \jftsyH- 
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know how he and and his tribe of accomplices think fit to 
employ themfelves. But 1 hope, aod truHy thar we are 
all to a man fully determined to have nothing to do witli 
him or his \v:«e. 

The King has given him a patent to onn halfpeDCe^ but 
hath not obliged us to take them; and I have aJreadf 
ftiewn in my J^tUr to the flfopkeeperr, iic. that the law 
hath not left it in the power of the prerogaHw to compel' 
, l&e fubje^t to take any money, befides gold and ftl?er of 
the right ilerling and (landard. 

Wood further propofes, (if I underftand him right, for 
his expreiHons are dubious), that he *wili not coin abwt 
forty t houf and pounds y unlefs ii:e exigencies of trade require 
it. Firft,* I obfcrve that this fum oi forty t houf and pounds 
is aifnod double to what I proved to be fufficient for the 
whole kingdom, although we had not one of oar old half* 
pence left. Again, I aik, who is to be judge when the 
exigencies of trade require it f Without doubt he means 
himjelf\ for as to hs of this poor kingdom, who niufl be 
utterly mined if this project (hould fucceed, we were ne* 
ver once confuked till fhe matter was over, and lie will 
judge of our exigencies by his own ; neither will thefe be 
ever at an end, till he and hb accomplices (hall -think they 
have enough : and it now appears that he will not be con^ 
tenc with all our gold and (liver, but intends to buy np oiur 
goods and manufadures with the fame coin. 

I (hall not enter into examination of the prices for 
which he now propofes to (ell his halfpence, or what he 
calls his copper, by the pound ; I have faid enough of it 
in my former letter, and it hath likewife been conOdered 
by others. It is certain, that by his own fiid computa- 
tion we were to pay three (hillings for what was intrinfical- 
ly worth but one, although it had been of the true weight 
and (landard for which he pretended to have contradled ; 
but there is fo great a difference both in weight and bad- 
nefs in feveral of his coins, that fome of them have been 
nj-ae in ten below the imrinfic value, and moft of them ^ 
or feven. 

His laft propofal bring of a peculiar ft rain and nature, 
defcrves to be ^ery particularly confidered both on account 
of the matter and the ftvlc. It is aa follows. 



1 ; 



Laftly, Ih c^mfideration of the direful apprehenftons 
^hkh prevail in Ireland, tkat Mr Wood *will by fuch 
image drain ihem of their gold and fiver ; he propofes 
htake their wanufaiiures in exchange, and that no per' 
[on be obliged to receive more than five pence halfpenny at 
onepayment, 

Fiift, Obfen'C this litile \m^u6ttit hardwareman txixxi-- 
ing into ridicule the direful apprehenfons of a luhole king" 
iom, priding' himfiSf as the caufe of them, and daring to^ 
prefcribe (what no king of England ever attempted) how 
for a whole nation ftiall be obliged to take his brafs coin. 
And he has reafbn to infult : for fure there was never aa> 
example in hiftory of a great kingdom kept in awe for 
above a year, in daily dread of utter deftrodtion, not 
by a powerful invader at the head of twenty thoufand men. 
Dot by a plagne or a famine, not by a tyrannical prince (for 
we never had one more gracious) or a corrupt adminiftra- 
tioa, but by one tingle, diminutive, infignlHcant mecha* 
Die. 

But to go Oft: To remove our direful apprehenftons^ 
that be *will drain us of otir gold and Jilver by his coi?i^ 
itgfy this iitrle arbitrary mock-monarch moft gracioufly of* 
fers to fake our manufaftnres in exch.7nge. Are our Irifh 
tmderftandings indeed fo low in his opinion ? Is not this 
the very mifery we complain of, that his curfcd projeifl 
Uill put us under the neceHity of felKng our goods for what 
ij equal to nothing ? How would fuch a propofal found • 
from France or Spain, or any other country with which w* 
traffic, if they (hould offer to deal with us only upon thii 
condition, that we fhoiild take their money at ten timei 
bighcr than the ititrinfic value ? Does Mr Wood think, fof 
initance, that we will fell him a ftone of wool for a parcel 
of his counters not worth fi^pence, when we can fend it to 
England, and receive as many flwUiogs in gold rjid filver ? 
Surely there was nei^er heard ftich a compound of impu- 
dence, viliany, and folly. 

His propofals conclude with perfci^t high treafon. He 
f romifes, that no perfon fkall he obliged to receive more 
than five pence halfpenny of his coin in one payment. By 
which it is plain, that he pretends to oHige eNe\^ Wk* 
)i&'m tbiskuigdom to cake fo much ifv eiei'j ^ufc^x^> '>S^ 
C 3 "^^ 
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it be offered ; whereas his patent obliges no noan, nor can 
the prerogative by law claim fuch a power, as 1 have oft- 
en obferved ; fo that here Mr Wood •akes upon him the 
entire legijlature^ and an abfolute dominion over ihe pro- 
perties of the whole nation. 

Good God 1 who are this wretch *s advlfers f who arc 
his fupportersy abettors^ encouragers^ or Jharers P Mr 
Wood wiH obf/ge me to take five pence halfpenny of his^ 
brafs in every payment. And I will fkoot Mr Wood and 
liis deputies through the head like highwaymen or houfc' 
hreakersy if they dare to force one farthing of their coia 
on me in the payment of an hundred pounds. It is no lofs 
of honour to fubmit to the lion ; but who, with the fi- 
gure of a man, can think with patience of being, devoured 
alive by a rat ? He lias laid a tax upon the people of Ire- 
land of fevenieen (hillings at leaft in the pound : a tax, I 
fay, not only upon lands, but intereft- money, goods, roa? 
nufadlures, the hire of handicraftfinen, labourers,, and fer- 
vants. Shopkeepers, look to yourfelves ! Wood will ob- 
lige and force you to take {ist pence halfpenny of his trafB 
in every payment ; and many of you receive twenty, thir- 
ty, forty payments in one day, or elfe you can hardly find 
bread : and pray confider how much that will amount to it 
a year ; twenty times iiso, pence halfpenny is nine (hilling; 
and twa pence, which is above an hundred and (Txty pound: 
' a-year, wherein you will be lofers of at lead one hundrec 
and forty pounds by taking your payments in his money 
If any of you be content to deal with Mr Wood on fuel 
conditions, they may ; but for my own particular, le 
his money perijio *with him. If the famous Mr Hambdej 
^her cho(e to go to prifon, than pay a few (hillings t 
King Charles I. without authority of parliament ; 1 wil 
father chufe to be hanged than have all my fubflance taxe< 
at feventeen (hillings in the pound at the arbitrary will an< 
pleafure of the venerable Mr Wood, 

The paragraph concludes thust N. B. (that is to faj 
nota beney or mark *well) No evidence appeared frof, 
Ireland^ or elfenvhere^ to prove the mifchiefs complaine 
cfy or atiy abtcfesr luhaifoever committed in the execution o 
the /aid grant. 
The JinpudeQce of this remaik ^xfi&cdaall thax went be 
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fere, Firft, the houfe of Gommoas In Ireland, which re- 
prefents the whole people of the kingdom ; and fecondly, 
the privy council addrefled his Majefty againft thefe half- 
pence : Wha'hcould be done more to exprefs the univerfal 
Icnfe of the nation ? if his copper were diamonds, and 
the kingdom were entirely againft it, would not that be 
fufficient to rejed it ? Muft a committee of the whole 
houfe of Commons, and our whole privy council, go over 
to argue pro and con with Mr Wood \ To wjiat end did 
the King give his patent for coining halfpence in Ireland ? 
vas it not, becaufe it was reprefented to his Sacred Maje- 
fty, that fuch a coinage would be of advantage to the good- 
of this kingdom, and of all his fubjet^ls here ? It is to the 
patentee's peril, if his reprefentation be falfe, and the ex- 
ecution of his patent be fraudulent and corrupt, is he fo 
wicked and foolifh to think, that his patent was given him 
to ruin a million and a half of people, that he might be a 
gainer of three or four fcore thoufand pounds to himfelf ? 
Before he was at the charge of paffing a patent, much 
more of raking up fo much filthy drofs, and (lamping ic 
vith his Majefty's image and fuperfcriptiony (hould he 
not firft in common fenfe, in common, equity, and commoa 
manners, have confulted tjie principal party concerned ; 
that is to fay, the people of the kingdom, the houfe of 
Lords, or Cortimons, or the privy council ? If any foreign- 
er fliould aik us, fwhoje image and ftiperfcription there is 
9n Wood's coin ? we (hould be afhamed to tell him, it was 
Cjcfar's. In that great want of copper halfpence which 
he alledges we were, our city fet up our Csefar's * ftatue 
in excellent copper, at an expenfe that is equal in value to 
thirty thoufand pound of his coin \ and we will not re^ 
ceive his image in worfe metal. 

I obferve n>any of our people putting a melancholy cafe 
on this fubje^. It is true, fay they, we are all undone 
if Wood's halfpence muft pafs ; but what (hall we do if 
his Majefty puts out a proclaination commanding us to 
take thSn ? This bath often been dinned in my ears. 
But I defire roy countrymen to be aflured that there is no- 
thing b it. The King never iflues out a proclamation 

* i&0 eqaeltriio Ustuc of Georgt I. at EdeiL-bt^d^e^ i>vi^<^ 
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but ro Injoin what the law permits him. He will not if- 
foe out a proclamatim s^gainft Icnv \ or if fuch a thiof 
(hould happen by a miftake, we are oo more oWiged to 
obey it than to run our heads into the fire. Bcfides, hi» 
Majerty will oever command us by a proclamation^ what 
he does not offer to command us in the patent itfelf. 
There be leaves it to our difcretion ; fo that our deftroc* 
tioo muft be entirely owing to ourfelves. Therefore lei 
rto man be afraid of a prociaination^ which will never bef 
granted ; and if it fhould, yet upon this occafion will be 
of no force. The King^s revenues here are near foor 
hundred thoufand pounds a-year. Can you think his mi- 
niftcrs will advife him to take them in Wood's brafs, whid 
will reduce the value to fifty thoufand pounds \ EngIao(( 
gets a million Sterling by tliis nation; which, if this pro- 
jcdt goes on, will be almoft reduced to nothing : and dO 
you think thoffi who live in England upon Irifh eflateS,. 
will be content to take an eighth or tenth part by bein| 
paid in Wood's drofs ? 

If Wood and his confederates were not convinced of 
our ftupidity, they never would have attempted fo auda- 
cious an enierprife. He now fees a fpirit hath been raifed 
flgaind him, and he only watches till it begins to i!ag: \± 
goes about 'watching when to devour us. He hopes \V6 
ffiall be Weary of contending with him ; and at laft out of 
ignorance or fear, or cf being perfectly tired with oppofi* 
tion, we fhall.be forced to yield : and therefore, I confcfs, 
it is my chief endeavour to keep up yoor fpints and refent- 
ftients. If I tell you there is a precipice under you, and 
that if you go forwards you will certainly break your necks; 
if I point to it before your eyes, muft I be at the trouble 
of repeating it every morning ? Are our people's hearts 
*U)axed grojs ^ are their ears dull of hearing!^ and have 
they clofed their eyes ? I fear there are fome few vipers 
among us, who for ten or twenty pounds gain would fell 
their fouls and their country ; although at lail it fhould end 
in their own ruin, as well as ours. Be not like the deaf 
adder, nuho refufeth to hear the voice of the charmer^ 
chart0t he never Jo luifefy. 

Although my letter be^ dire<5led to you, Mr Harding, 
/»t i imcad it tor aB tny cwKir^tnati, \ Vx^t w> mxw^^ 
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b this afiair, but what is common to the public. I can live 
setter than many others : I have fbme gold and IHver by 
ue, and a (hop well furnifhed; and fliall be able to make 
I fhift, when many of my betters are ftarviag. But I an* 
pieved to fee cbe colcbefi and indifference of many peopfe, 
vitb whom I difcourfe. Some are afraid of a prociama' 
^m others ihrug up their ihoalden^ and cry, A^hat would 
foa have as to do-? Some give oiKf rhere is no danger at 
ill : otkers are comforted, that it will be a common cab^ 
nity, afid they (hall fare no worfe than their neighbours.. 
Will a man who bears midn^ht-robbers at his door, get 
BQt of bed and raife his fiumiy for a common defence ; and 
Biall a whole kingdom lie in a lethargy, while Mr Wood 
comes at the head of his confederates to rob them of all 
ihey have, to roin us and onr pollerity, for ever ? If » 
kighwayman meets you oo the road, you give him yoar 
nooey to fave your life ; but God be thanked^ Mr Wood 
cannot touch a hair of your heads. Yo« have all the laws 
•f God and roan on your fide : when he or his accomplices 
f&fx you his drofs, it is but faying No^ and you ftre fafe. 
If a madman flionld come into my (hop with a handful of 
^rt raked oat of the kennel, and o&r it in payment for 
ten yardt of ftu^T, 1 would pity or laugh at bim ; or^ if btr 
behaviour deferved it, kick him oiu of my doora. And if 
Mr Wood comes to demand my gold and (ilver, or oom* 
Dodities for whidi 1 have paid my gold and (ilver, in ex- 
dttoge for his trsdh, can he deferve or expe^ better treat- 
ment? 

When the evH day b come, (if it muft come), let u^ 
nark and obferve thofe who prefume to o^r thcfe half- 
pence in payment. Let their names, and trades, and 
places of abode, be made public, that every one may be 
aware of them, as betrayers of their country, and confe-' 
derates with Mr Wood. Let them be watdied at mar- 
kets and fairs ; and let the fird honefl difcoverer give the 
word about, that Mr Wood's halfpence have been of- 
fered, and caution the poor innocent people not Co receive 
them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but tliere wotild nr- 
ver be an end, \£ I attempted to fay all that iVvis icvAaxi- 
(holy iijb^ will bcu, I tt'iU coadiide .vrlth V»im\A^ cS-^ 
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fiering one propofal; \phich, if it were pat ioto pra^cei 
would blow up this deftruftive project at once. Let fome 
flf ilful, judicious pen draw np an advert ifem^nt to the fol« 
lowing purpofe. 

Whereas one William Wqpd, hardiuartnuzn^ nonu ot 
lately fojouming *in the city of London, hath^ by man) 
vtifreprefentations^ procured a patent for coining an hm 
dred and eight thoufand pounds in copper halfpence fsi 
this kingdom; nvhich is a fum five timet greater ihan m 
occajions require : and nvhereas it is notorious ^ that th 
faid Wood hath coined bis halfpence of ftich hafe metal 
and falfe 'weighty that they are at leafi fix parts infevei 
helo^ the real value : and nvhereas *we have reafon to af 
prehendt that the faid Wood may at any tiine hereafta 
clandeflinely coin as tnany more halfpence as herpleafes- 
and nxjbereas the faid patent neither doth, nor can oblig( 
kis Majeftfs fubjedis to receive the faid halfpence in aft 
payments but leaves it to their voluntary choice; becau}^ 
by laiv the fubje£i cannot be obliged to take any mor.ey, ejt 
cept gold or (ilver : and ivherear, contrary to the lettt. 
and meaning of the faid patent, the faid Wood hath de 
dared, that every perfon fhall be obliged to take fiv 
pence halfpenny of his coin in every payment : and nvhere 
as the hoiifs of Common i^ and privy council, have fever ai 
ly addrejfed his Moft Sacred Majejly, reprefenting the ii 
confequences m)hich the faid coinage may have upon thi 
kingdom : and » lajily, luhereas it. is univerfally agreed 
that the nubole nation to a man (except Mr Wood, an 
kis confederates) are in the utniofi dpprebenfioris of tt 
ruinous confsquejtces that mufi foUonxf froiu the faid coir 
age ; therefore nue, nvhofe natnes are under ivritten, bein 
perfons of conjiderable ejlates in this kiv.gdojn, and reji 
ders therein, do unanimoujly refolve and declare^ that it 
'will never receive one farthing or halfpenny of the fat 
Wood / coining; and that 'weevil I direct all our tenani 
to refufe the faid coin from any perfon ivhatfoever ; c 
nuhich that they may not be ignorant, ive have frit them 
copy of this advert ifemcnt to be read to them by our Jie^ 
ards,' Receivers, Sec, * ' 

I could wifli, that a paper of this nature might be draw 
op, and figned by two ur three huudied i^rincipal geoth 
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this kingdom ; and printed copies thereof fent to 
veral tenants. I am deceived if any thing could 
lefeat this execrable deCgn .of .Wood, and his ac* 
es. This would immediately give the alarm, and 
kingdom on their .guard ; this would give courage 
neanefl tenant and .cottager. , Hc^ longt^O Lord^ 
IS and truei &c. ^ ' 

ft tell you ID particp^rs Mr Harding,, that you are 

Waitie.' Several hundred perfons have inquired 
honfe for my '/etter to the Jhopkeepers^ &c. and 

1 none to fell them. Pray keep yourfelf provided 
It lejter, and with this : you have got very well 
brmer ; but I did not then write for your fake, any 
lan I do now. Pray advcrtife both in every news- 
and let it not be your fault or mine, if oar country- 
i not take warning. I defire you Jike wife to fell 
\ xrheap as yoti caiu 

/ am your fcrvdnt^ 

M. B. 

4. 1724* 
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Some OBSERVATIONS upon a p^pcr coJW, 
The report of tie cammittee of the Moft /fe- 
mourabie the frivy cou^U in England, rek* 
ting to Wocxf J halfpence^ 



To the Nobility and Gentry of the kixigdom cjf 
Ireland* 

HAving already vritteo t^o letters to ihe pcopk c£ 
my own level and condition, and having now. TdJT 
prdfing occafion for writing a third; I thought I conM. 
not -more properly addrefs it dian to your Lordjhips 9sA 
Worjhips. 

The occafion is this : A printed paper was fent to mc (». 
the i8th inftant, intitled, j^ report of the committee of the 
Lords of his Majejfy^s Mofi Honourable privy council H^ 
England, relating to Mr Wood's halfpence and farthings m 
There is no mention made where the paper was printed % 
but I fuppofe it to have been in Dublin : and I have becfi 
told, that the copy did not come over in the Gazette, boC 
in the London Journal, or fome other print of no autbo-' 
lity or confequence. And, for any thing that legally ap^ 
pears to the contrary, it may be a contrivance to fright us$ 
or a proje£l of fome printer, who hath a mind to make H 
penny by publiihing fomething upon a fubje(5t which noW 
employs all our thoughts in this kingdom* Mr Wood; id 
publifhing this paper, would infinuate to the world, as \i 
the committee had a greater concern for his credit tccA 
private enaolwfnent, than for the honour of the privy couw* 
city and both houfcs of parliament here, and for the qaiet 
and welfare of this whole kingdom ; for it feems intendeiS 
a vindication of Mr Wood, not without fcveral fevere rc- 
l3cdb'oas oa the houfcs of Lordf and Ommt(mt of Ireland. 
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I The whole is indeed written with the turo and air of a 
jpampbkt ; as if it were a difpute between William Wood 

ion the one part, and the lords juft ices, privy council, and 
Utb h^iufes of parliament on the other; the defign of it 
^iag to dear VViUiom Wood, and to charge the other fide 
t with cafling raih and gronndki's afpedions upon him. 
f But if it be really what the title imports, Mr Wood 
f h«h treated the ^^mmitise with great rudenefs, by publilh- 
. iQgan a<5l of theirs k) fo unbecoming a manner, A\dthout 
^ their leave, and before it was communicated to the govern' 
^ mnt ^nd'prity council of Ireland, to whom the commit- 
f tee advifcd that it fhould be tranfmitted. But, with all 
« deference be it fpoken, i do not conceive that a report of 
i a committee of the council in England is hitherto a law in 
I cither kingdom ; and until any point is determined to be a 
. law, it remains difputable by every fobjeft. 
k This (may it pleafe your Lordjhips and Worjhsps ) may 
1 (eem a Ih-aBge way ijS. difcourfmg in -an illiterate Jl^op- 
I keeper, i have endeavoured (although without the iidp 

I of books) to improve that fmall portion of reafon God 
■ hath been pleafed to grve me ; and when reafon plainly 
appears before me, I cannot turn away my head from it. 
Thus, for indance, if any lawyer (hould tell me that fuch 
a point were law, from which many grofs palpable ab- 
fordities rauft follow ; I would not, I could not believe 
him. If Sir Edward Coke fhould pofitively affert, (which 
he no where does, but the direct contrary), diat a limits 
ei prince could by his prerogative oblige his fubjedls to 
take half an ounce of lead, (lamped with his image, for 

1;,| ttt'enty (hillings in gold, I ihould fwear he was deceived^ 
\ or a deceiver : becaufe a power like that would leave tlic 
J whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at the 
' mercy of the monarch ; yet this in tffedl is what Wood 
hath advanced in fome of his papers, and what fufpicious 
peopie may pofHbly apprehend from fome padages in that 
winch is_ called the repcrt. 

That paper mentions /tech perfons to have been e\anii^ 
«rtf, ^mho njjere defirous and willing to he heard upon this 
fuhje^, I am told they were four in all; Colcby, R 



/ 



Mr Finley the banker, and one more, whofe name I know 
lot. The Ml ofthcfe was tried for robbi!tt£iivi xx^"iS»3rj 
Vol. IIL D >sv 
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in Ireland : and though he was acquitted for want of le- 
gal proofy yet ev^ry perfbn in the court believed him to be 
guilty. 

But» (ince I have gone fo far as to mention partiailar 
|)erronSy it may be fome fatisfadlion to know who is thtl 
Wood himfelf, that has the honour to have a whole king^ 
dom at his mercy for alraoft two years together. I fiaJ 
he is in the patent intitled Efquire, although he were un^ 
derflood to be only a kardiuareman ; and fo I have becB 
been bold to call him in my former letters ; however, i 
Yqutre he is, not only by- virtue of his patent, but by ha- 
ving been a collector in Shropfhire ; where pretending t< 
have been robbed, and fuing the county, he was cafl, am 
for the infamy of the fadl loft, his employment. 

I have beard another ftory of this 'Squire Wood from i 
very honourable lady, that one Hamilton told her. Ha 
miltbn was fent for fix years ago by Sir Ifaac Newton to tr] 
<the coinage of four men, who then folidted a patent h 
coining halfpence for Ireland; their names were Wood 
Coftor, Ellifton, and Parker. Parker made the faireft of 
rfer, and Wood the worft ; for his coin were three half 
pence in a pound weight lefs value than the other. Bj 
.which it is plain, with what intentions he folicited his pa 
^ent ; but not fo plain how he obtained it. 

It is alledged in the faid paper called the report^ tha 
i.upon repeated orders from a fecretary of ftate for fendin; 
-^Ver fuch papers and witnefTes as /hould be thought pio 
•per to fupport the objedions made againft the patent, (K 
both houfes of parliament), the Lord Lieutenant reprc 
fented the great difficulty he found himfelf in ^ to cotnfl 
nvith thefe orders : that none of the principal members ^ 
-both houfes ijjho nvere in the King's fervice^ or couneii 
njjould take upon them to advifcy ho^uj any material perfin 
•cr papers i might be fent over on thit cccafton^ eSrr. Aa 
this is often repeated, and reprefented as a proceeding tha 
fee?ns very extraordinary ^ and that in a matter ivhic 
had raifed fo great a clamour in Ireland, no one perfoi 
could be pr availed upon to come over from Ireland in fup 
port of the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament in Ire 
land ; efpecially that the chief difficulty fl?ould arife frot 
. a ^eriffral apprchcnfion of a viifcarriage^ in an inquiry* bf 
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fire bis Mdjejiy^ or in a proceeding by due courfe oflaiv'i 
in a cafe ixthere both honfes of parliament had declared 
thmfelves fi fully convinced^ and fatisfied upon evidence , 
and examinatiom taken in the mofi folemn manner. 

How (hall I, a poor ignorant fhopkeeper, utterly un- 
ikiJled in law, be able to anfwer fo weighty an objeflion ? 
I will try what can be done by plain reafon, unaflifted by 
art, cunning, or eloquence. 

In my humble opinion, the committee of council bath al- 
ready prejudged the whole cafe, by calling the united fenfe 
of both houfes of parliament in Ireland an univerfal cla- 
mour. Here the addreffes of the Lords and Commons of 
Ireland againfl a ruinous^, deftru(5live proje<5t of an ohfcure, 
fingle undertaker^ is called 2. clamour, I defire to know, 
how fuch a ftyle- would be refented in England from a 
committee of council there to a parliament ; and how many 
impeachments vtoMXd. follow upon it? But fuppofing the 
appellation to be proper, I never heard of a wife mlni- 
fter, who defpifed th« univerfal clamour of a people j 
and.if. that fAzwj^frr can -be. quieted by difappointing the ' 
frauddlentpradice of a fingle perfon, the purchafe is not 
exorbitant.' . 

But in anfWcr to this obje<5Hon, firft, it is manifeft, that 
if this coinage had been in Ireland, with fuch limitations 
as -have beeir' formerly fpecified in other patents, and 
granted- to perfons of this kingdom^ or even of En^^land, 
able to give fuificient' fecurity, few or no inconyenlencies 
could haiTC happened;! As to Mr Knox's patent mention ^ 
ed in xho^ report; fecurity was given in to the exchequer, 
iiiat the patentee (hould upon all demands be obliged tc» 
Tcceire his halfpence back,, and pay gold or filver in ex- 
change for them* And^ Mr Moor (to whom I fuppofe 
that patent was made over) was in 1694 forced to leave 
off coining before the end of that year^ by the great crouds 
of people continually offering to return his coinage upon 
hira. In 1698 he coined again, and was forced to give 
•ver for the fame reafon. This entirely alters the cafe ; 
for there is no fuch condition in Wood*s patent ; which 
oonditioB was worth a hundred times all other hmitations 
irhatfocver. 

Put the caft> ihst the two hoafcs of Lords ^sAComm^m 
D 2 of 
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Qf England, aod the priv^ council there, fhoiild addr 
kia Majefty to recall a paUnty from whence they app 
bended the moft ruinous confequences to the whole ku 
dom ; and to make it ftronger if pofliWe, that the wh 
nation almodto a man fhould thereupon, di&over the /; 
difmal apprthenfiofu, (aa Mi? Wood ftyle$ them) ; wo 
his Majeliy debate half an hour what he had to do ? wo 
any minifter dare advlfe him againft recalling fuch a 
tent ? or would the matter be referred to the /« 
council^ or to Weftminftcr-hajl ; the two houfes of p 
liament plaintiffs, and William Wood defendant ? ; 
is there even the froalleft difference between the two caf< 

Were not the people of Ireland born %%free as thoft 
England ? how have they forfeited their freedom ? is 
their parliament as fair a reprefentativ& of the peoplt 
that of England; and hath not their privjy council 
great, or a greater (hare in the adminiltration of pul 
affairs ? are not they fubje^Sts of the fame King ? does 
the fame fun fhine upon them ? and have they not 
fame God for tlieir prote^or ? am I a freeman in E 
hnd, and do I become a Jlave in fix hours by crofiing 
channel ? No wonder then if the boldeft perfona were c 
xious to interpofe io a matter already determined by 
whole voice of the nation ; or to pre&me to reprefent 
reprefcntatives of the kingdom ; and were juftly appreh 
five of meeting fudi a treatment as they would deferY< 
the next feffion. It would feem very extraordinary 
an inferior court in England fliould take a matter out 
the hands of the high court of parliament during a pre 
gation, and decide it againft the opinion of both houfes 

It happens however, that although no perfons wert 
bold as to go over as evidences to prove the truth of 
obje<5tions made againfl this patent by the high court 
parliament here, yet thefe objections ftand good, r 
withftanding the anfwers madi by Mr Wood and 
ccunciL 

The report fays, that, upon an affay made of the fi 
nefsy lueight, and value of this coppery it exceeded in 
very article. This is pofEble enough in the pieces 
on which the afax was made ; but Wood muft have f 
ed very much in point of dexterity^ if he Iwd aot tal 
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tVf^ to provide a fufficient quantity of fuch halfpence as 
Ifoold bear the trial ; which he was w41 able to do, al- 
though they nxjere taken out of fever al parcels ; fince it is 
now plain, that the bias of favour hath beeD whoUy on his 
fide. 

Bat what oeed is there of difputing^ when v/e have ^, 
poGtive deraondration of Wood's fraudulent pradices is 
this point I I h;^ve feen a large qoantuy of thefe Inlf' 
pence weighed by a very (kilfuJ perfon, which were of four 
different kinds, three of them conCderably under weight. . 
I have now. before me an CKaft computation of the differ- 
ence of weight between thefe four forts; by which it ap- 
pears, that the fourth fort, or the lighteft, differs from the 
firil to a degree* that in the coinage of three hundred and 
Cxty tons of copper the patentee will be a gainer,' only by 
that difference, of twenty four thoufand four hundred and 
nioety-four pounds ; and in the whole the public will be a 
lofer of eighty- two thoufand one hunctred and fixty-eight 
pounds fixteen (hillings, even fuppofing the metal in point 
of goodnefs to anfwer Wood's contra^, and the affay that 
hath been made> wliich it infallibly doth not. For this 
point hath likewife been inquired into by very experienced 
Jiien ; who, upon feveral trials on many of thefe halfpcTice, 
have found them to be at leaft one fourth part below the 
real value, not including the raps or counterfeits that he, 
^ his accomplices y have already made o^ Hs sot/; coin, and 
fcattered about. Now, the coinage of three hundred and . 
iixiy tons of copper, coined by the weight of the fourth ; 
or iighteA fort of his halfpence, will amount to obc lum- 
dred twenty-two thoufand four hundred eighty-eight 
pounds (ixteen /hillings ; and, if we fubtra^ a fourth part 
of the real value by the bafe mixture in the metal, we muft 
add to the public lofs one fouith part to be fubtradled from . 
the intrinflc value of the copper ; which, in three hundred . 
and (ixty tons amounts to ten thoufand and. eighty pounds ; . 
and this, added to the former fum of eighty-two tliouiand 
one hundred fixty-eight pounds fixtcen fliillings, will 
make in all ninety-two thoufand two hundred forty-eight 
pounds lofs to the public ; befldes the raps or counterfeits 
that he may at any time hereafter think fit to coin. Nor 
«b I know whether lie reckons the drofs ^:yi\»&^^ o\ W 
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dufive with his three hundred and (ixty tons of copper; 
^vhlch however will make a confiderable difference in the 
account. 

You will here pleafe to obferve, that the profit allowed 
to Wood by the patent is twelve pence out of every poood 
of copper valued at i /, 6d, whereas 5 d. only is allowed 
for coinage of a pound weight for the Englifh halfpence i 
and this difference is almofl 2$ per cent, which is double 
to the higheft exchange of money, even under all the ad- 
ditional preffures and obflrudtions to trade that this unhap- 
py kingdom lies at prefent. This one drcumftance, in the 
coinage of three hundred and fixty tons of copper, makes 
a difference of twenty-feven thoufand feven hundred tod 
twenty pounds between Englifti and Irifh halfpence: evei 
allowing thofe of Wood to be all of the heavied fort. 

It is likewife to be confidered, that for every halfpennj 
in a pound weight, exceeding the number diredled by the 
patent. Wood will be a gainer in the coinage of three hun- 
dred and iixty tons of copper, fixteen hundred and eighty 
pounds profit more than the patent allows him ; out d 
which he may* afford to make his comptrollers cajy upoi 
that article. 

As to what is alledgcd, that thefe halfpence far excen 
the like coinage for Ireland in the reigns of his Majeflfi 
predecejfors ; there cannot well be a more exceptionabl< 
way of arguing, although the fadl were true : which how- 
ever is altogether miflaken, not by any fault in the commit 
tee, but by the fraud and impofition of Wood, who cer 
tainly produced the worfl patterns he could find ; fuch a 
were coined in fmall numbers by permijpons to privat 
vien^ as butchers halfpence ^ black- dogs, and others th 
like ; or perhaps the fmall St Patrick's coin, which paflel 
now for a farthing, or at befl fome of the fmalled rmps c 
the lated kind. For I have now by me halfpence coined i 
the year 1 680 by virtue of the patent granted to my Lor 
Dartmouth, which was renewed to Knox, and they ai 
heavier by a ninth part than thofe of Wood, and of muc 
better metal ; and the great St Patrick's halfpence are y< 
larger than either. 

But what is all this to the prefent debate : if, ander th 
ranousjexigendes of former times, by wars, rebellions, an 
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infurre^oDSy the kings of England were fometimes for- 
ced to pa^ their armies here with mixed or bafe money ? 
Cod forbid that the necefHties of turbulent times (hould 
1)e a precedent for times of peace, and order, and fettle** 
ment. 

In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord Dart« 
mouth in the reign of King Charles II. and renewed to 
Kdox, the fecurities given in to the exchequer, obliging the 
fatentee to receive his money back upon every demand* 
were an eflPedual remedy againd all inconveniencies : and 
the copper nvas coined in our kingdom ; fo that we were in 
DO danger to purchafe it with the lofs of all our (ilver and 
gold carried over to another, nor to be at the trouble of 
going to England for the redreffing any abufe. 

That the kings of England have exercifed their prero- 
gative of coining copper for Ireland and for England, is 
not the prefent queftion : but, to fpeak in the flyle of the 
report^ it would feem a little extraordinary ^ fuppofing a 
kmg (hould think fit to exercife his prerogative by coin- 
ing copper in Ireland to be current in England, without 
referring it to his ofHcers in that kingdom to be informed, 
whether the grant were reafonable, and whether the people 
defired it or 00, and without regard to the addrefTes of his 
parliament againfl it. God forbid that fo mean a man as I 
ihould meddle with the King's prerogative : but I have 
heard very wife men fay. That the King's prerogative is 
bounded and limited by the good and 'welfare of \\\% people, 
I dcCre tp know, whether it be not underftood and avowed, 
L that the good of Ireland was intended by this patent ? But 
L Ireland is not confulted at all in the matter ; and, as fooa 
ys Irelaod is informed of it, they declared againd it : the 
Vw houfes of parliament and the privy council addrefs his 
M^^efty upon the mifchiefs apprehended by fuch a patent ; 
the privy council in England take the matter out of the 
parliament's cognifance ; the good of the kingdom is 
dropt ; and it is now determined, that Mr Wood (hall 
have the power of ruining a whole nation for his private 
advantage. 

I never can fuppofe, that fuch patents as thefe were 
originally granted with a view of bfing a job for the in- 
•tcrcft of a particular perfon to the damage of tVv^ y^U\c. 
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Whatever profit mud arife to the pateniee^ was furely 
meant at beft but as a fecondvy oiotive; and fioce foiM^ 
body mud be a gainer, the choice of the pcrfoo was made 
cither by favour or fat^cthing etfe^ or by the pretence of 
merit and honefly : this argument returns fo often aod il' 
ftrongty mto my head, that I cannot foii>ear frequeody 
repeating it. Surely his Majeily,. when he. conicated to 
the paffing of this patent, conceived he was doing an aft 
of grace to his mod loyal fubjedls of IreLnd, without any | 
regard to Mr Wood, farther than as an inftrument: but- 
the people of Ireland think this patent (intended, no deuk^ 
for tlieir good) to be a mod intolerable grievance ; aod 
therefore Mr Wood can never fucceed without an opoi- 
avowal, that his pro£t is^ preferred, not only before the j 
tnterefi, but the vt\y/a/efy and being of a great kingdom; ] 
and a kingdom didinguifhed for its loyalty perhaps above i 
all others 'upon earth; not turned from its duty by the ^ 
jurifdi^lion of the boiife of Lords ahoIiJJped at a Jiroke^ h) - 
the hardjJ?ips of the a£l of navigation ne^ly inforci^d^ hj 
all pojjible objlru^io^ in trade ^ and by a hundred other 
Inftances, enough to fill this paper ; nor was there ever: 
among us the lead attempt towards an infurre^ion in fap 
vour of the pretender. Therefore, wliatcver jufticc * 
free people can claim, we have at lead an equal tide to 
it with our brethren ia England ; and whatever grace a- 
good prince can beftow on the mod loyal fuhjvfis^ we have 
Tcafon to cxpc^ it; neither has this kingdom any way dc- 
ferved to be facrificed to one fingle^ rapacious y obfcurCf 
ignominious proje^or. 

Among other claufes mentioned in this patent to (hev 
how advantageous it is to Ireland, there is one which feens 
to be of 2L Jingular nature; that the patentee diall be 
obliged during his term to pay eight hundred pounds a-year 
to the cro^n, andtnxjo hundred pound/ a-year to the conipt* 
roller, \ have heard indeed, that the King's council do 
always confider in the pafEng of a patent, whether it will 
be of advantage to the crown ; but I have Hkewife heard» 
that it is at the fame time confidered, whether paffisg of 
it may be injuiiou;} to any other perfons or bodies- politic? 
However, although ^ attorney and folicitor be fervants 
to th« King> ao4 therefore boond iq coofult his Majcdy>i 
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t ; yet I am under fome doubt, whether eight huo<« 
iQunds a-year to the crown would be equivalent to 
in of a luogdom. It would be far better for us to 
paid eight thoufand pounds a-year into his Majefly's 
I in the muid of a)] our tastes, (whiqh in proportion 
cater in this kingdonci than ever they were in £ngland, 
iuring the war)> than purcbafe fuch an addition to 
trenue at the price of our utter undoing, 
here it is plain, that fourteen thoufand pounds arq 
paid by Wood only as a fmally circumjlaniial 
! for the purchafc of his patent: what were his o- 
iJibU c((ftsy I know not ; and what were his lattnt^ 
ou{]y' coujedured ; but he mud be furely a man of 
svonderful merit, Hath-he laved aay other kingdon^ 
own expenfe> to give him si title of reimbunfiing himr 
y the dejlru^hn of ours ? Hath be difcovered the 
%dty or tlie univerfai wediam ? No ; but he hatb 
the phihfofber' s ftone after a new manner, by de* 
' of copper^ and refblving tq force it upon us for 

beo the two houfes reprefented to his Majefly, that 
atent to Wood ou^/ obtawd in 4f clandejiing man" 
Purely the committee could not think the parliament 
. infinuate, that it had not pafled in the coimnoa 
, and run through every office where fees and per« 
;s were due. They knew very well, that perfons io 
were no enemies to grants ; and that the officers of 
t)wn could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
Lieutenant of Ireland * affirmed, it was a fecret tp 
and who will doubt of his veracity ^ efpecially when 
ore to a perfon of quality, from whom I had it, that 
d (hould never be troubled with thefe halfpence. It 
fecret to the people of Ireland, who were to be dte 
Offerers: and thpfe who bed know the (late of the 
om, and were mod able to advife in fuch an afiair, 
wholly flraBgers to it. 

^ allowed by the report^ that this pateint w^ pafled 
ut the knowledge of the chief governor, pr officers of 
d: and it is there elaborately ihewn« ^zt former 

* riAe of ClrtftoQi 

latent^. 
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patents have pajfed in the fame manner ^ and arc good hi 
law. I fliall not difpute tnc legality of patents^ but as 
ready to fuppofe it in his Majefty's power to grant a patetA 
for (lamping round bits of copper to every fubje^ he haA. 
Therefore, to lay afide the point of law, I would only pot 
the que(Hon, whether in reafon and juftice it would not 
have been proper in an affair upon which |,the tvelfare of 
the kht^dom depends^ that the faid kingdom fhould have 
received timely notice ; and the matter not be carried on 
between the patentee and the officers of the cro*wny who 
were to be the only gainers by it. 

The parliament, who in matters of this nature are the 
mofl able and faithful counfellors, did reprefent this grant 
to be deflruSlive of trade y and dangerous to the properties 
of the people : to which the only anlwer is. That the King 
bath a prerogative to make fuch a grant. 

It is afTerted, That in the patent to Knox his halfpence 
are made and declared the current coin of the kingdom i 
whereas, in this to Wood there is only a power given to 
iffue them to fuch as will receive them. The authors of 
the report y I think, do not affirm, that the King can, by 
//wu, declare any thing to be current money by his letteri 
patents. I dare fay they will not affirm it ; and if Knox'k 
patent contained in it powers contrary to law, why b it 
mentioned as a precedent in his Majefty*8 jufi and merci' 
fkl reign ? But although that claufe be not in Wood's 
patent, yet poffibly there are others, the legality where- 
of may be equally doubted '; and particularly that where- 
by a power is given to William Wood to break into houfes, 
in fear ch of any coin made in imitation of his. This may 
perhaps be affirmed to be illegal and dangerous to the li- 
berty of the fubjcd ; yet- this is a precedent taken from 
•Khox's patent, where the fame power is granted ; and b 
a ftrong inftance, what ufes may be fometimcs made of 
precedents. 

But although, before the paffing of this patent, it was 
not thodj^ht neceflary to confult any perfons of this king- 
dom, or make the lead inquiry, whether copper money 
were wanting- among us; yet now at lengthy wh«n the 
matter is over, when the patent hath long paffed, when 
Wood, hath already coined feyesteen thouland pounds. 
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And bath his tools and implements prepared to coin Jivs 
times as much more, the committee hath been pleafed to 
make this affair the fubjeft of inquiry; Wood is permit- 
ted to produce his evidences, which confid, as I hare al- 
ready obferved, of four in number, whereof Coleby, 
B— — , and Mr Fbley the banker, are three. And thefe 
were to prove, that copper money was extremely wanted 
in Ireland. The firfl had been out of the kingdom al- 
mod n^'enty years, from the time that he was tried for 
robbing the treafury ; and therefore his knonuledge and 
credibility are equal. Mr Finley, one of the odier wit- 
nefles, honefUy confeffed, that he was ignorant whether 
Ireland wanted copper money or no ; but his whole inden- 
tion was to buy a certain quantity from Wood at a large 
difcounty and fell them as well as he could ; by which he 
hoped to get two or three thoufand pounds for himfelf. 

fiutfuppofe there were not one Cngle halfpenny of cop- 
per coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr Wood feems 
to intend, unlefs we come to his terms, as appears by em- 
.ploying his emiffaries to buy up our old ones at a penny in 
the (hilling more than they pafs for), it could not be any 
real evil to us, although it might be fome irtQonvenience. 
We have many forts of fmall filver coins to which they are 
/hangers in England ; fuch as the French threepences ^ four 
fence halfpennies^ and eightpence farthings ^ the Scotch 
fvepences and tenpencesy befides their tiventypences and 
three and four pences, by which we are able to make 
change to a halfpenny of almoft any piece of gold or (jl- 
ver ; and if we are driven to the expedient of a fealed 
rWwith the little gold and fllver flill remaining, it v/ill, 
I fuppofe, be fomewhat better than to have nothing left 
but Wood's adulterated copper, which he is neither ohli" 
^edhy his patent, nor hitherto able by. his e^ate to 
make good. 

The report farther tells us, it mujl he admitted, that 
letters patents, under the great feal of Great Britain, for 
r/tning copper-fnoney for Ireland, are legal and obligatory ^ 
* jufl and reafonable exercife of his Majejlys royal pre^ 
f9gativey and in no manner derogatory, or invafive of any 
liberty or privilege of his fuhjeOs of Ireland. Firft, wc 
Afire to know, why his Maje/^y's prerogative m\^t x^q.1 
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h^ve been as weB aflerteA'1>y pafEog this patent io helafltfi 
and fubje^ing the fevera! comlitioDS of the contra^' tt 
the infpedioD of thofe who are only concerned, as" wit 
foimerfy done ra the only precedents for patents granted 
for coming in this kingdom, fince tlie mixed money in C^eea 
Elifabeth's time during the difficulties of a rebeHicm^ 
\^^hereas now, upon the greateft impofition that can po(S- 
^ly be pral^fed, we muft go to England with our tm" 
plaints ; where it -hath iieen for fome time .the fafliion t6 
think, and to affirm, that fwe^ cannot he io\9 hardly ufid* 
-Again, the report fays, that fucb patents art ebligafifry, 
After long thinking, 1 am'not able to find out, what can poffi- 
bly be meant here by this word obligatory. The patent of 
Wood neither obligeth him to utter his coin, nor us to take 
It ; or if it did the latter, ft would be fo far void, bfr 
caufe no patent can oblige the fubjeft againil law ; unlefe 
an illegal patent pafled in one kingdom, can bind another^ 
and not itfelf. 

Laftly, it is added, that fuch patents are in no manner 
derogatory y or invajive of any liberty or privilege of ibc 
King's fubje{ls of Ireland. If this propofition be true, 
as it is here laid down, without any limitation either ex- 
5)reired or implied, it muft follow, that a king of England 
may at any time coin copper money for Ireland, andoWige 
his fubjedte here to take a piece of copper under the value 
of half a fanhing for half a crown, as was pra<5lifed by 
the late King James ; and even without that arbitrary 
prince's excufe from the neceffity and exigencies of his af- 
fairs. If this be in no manner derogatory ^ nor invajtve oj 
4iny liberties or privileges of the fuljefis of Ireland, fl 
nought to have been exprefled wliat omx liberties and privp 
leges are, and whether we have any at all ; for iir fpecify 
ing xht^wor^ Ireland, inflead of faying his Majeffs fak 
je{lsy it would feera to inlinuate, that we are not upon tl« 
fame foot with our feliow-fubjecJls in England; which 
however the pradice may have been, I hope will never bi 
-directly aflertid,; for \ do not underftand that Poinin^ 
adl deprived us of our liberty^ but orXy changed the vmn 
^ner of paffing laws here (whicli ho^vever was a ponx^er mof 
indiredlly obtained), by leaving the negative to the tivo hott 
Jts of parJiaraent, But waving all cootrofclCcs rdatiog « 
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ihe Icgiflatare, no perfon, I beliere, was ever yet fo bold 
^s to affirm, that the people of Ireland have not the fame 
latle to the benefits of the common lanu with the rcfl of 
his Majedy's fubje<Ps ; and therefore, whatever liberties or 
privileges the people of England enjoy by common /anv^ 
we of Ireland hwi^t the fame ; fo that, in my humble opi- 
nion, the word Ireland (landing in that propofltion was, in 
the mHdefl interpretation, a -A?^tf/"/i$^/^ff. 

The report farther afferts, that the precedents are vja- 
ti}y ^wherein cafes of great importance to Ireland, and 
^bich imtnedialely -affe^led ihe inter efts of that kingdom , 
fuch as 'warranto y orders^ and direClions hy the authority of 
the Kii^ a9id his predeceffors, have hjeen ijfued under the 
royal ^gn-manual nvithout any previous reference or ad*, 
vice of his Majejifs officers of Ireland, ^hich have al* 
tvays had. their due force ^ and have been punSlually com- 
plied nukh^ and obeyed. It maybe fo, and 1 am heaitily 
forry for it ; because it may prove an eternal fource of dif- 
content. However^ among a^l thefe precedents^ there is 
BOt one -of a patent for coining money for Ireland^ 

Thore is nothing hath perplexed me more than this doc- 
trine of precedents. If a job is to be done, and upon 
fearching records you find it hath been done before, there 
will not want a lawj'er to juftify the legality of 4t by pro- 
ducing his precedents f without ever confidering the mo- 
tives and drcumflanocs that firfl introduced them; the ne- 
cefficy, or torbulence, or iniquity of limes ; the corrup- • 
tions of milliners, or the arbitrary difpodtion of th£ prmce 
then rtigning. And I have^been told by perfons eminent 
in the law, that the werfl adlions which human nature is 
capable of, may be juflified by the fame do<5lrine. tloxv 
the firft precedents began of determining cafes of the hi^h- 
eft importance to Ireland, and immediately aflTeding its m- 
terefb, without any previous reference or advice to the 
Ring*s officers here, may •fbon be accounted for. Before 
this ^ngdom ^os entirdy reduced by die fubmiilion of 
Tyrone in the lad year of Queen EMfabetirs reign, there 
was a pcHod of fouriModred years, whidi was a various 
toene of war and peace between the £nglifh pale and the 
Irilh oativct ; and the government of that |^t <>( ^"^ \- 
fland, which by In die Engh(h haadsi w|f^ i^^\t^Y ^^^^ 
Voir, iii, E ^x^€ssi 
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tinder the immediate admlnidration of the King: IiIti 
and copper were often coined here among us ; and oo* 
at lead upon great necefEty a mixed or bafe metal was fe 
from England. The reign of King James I. was emplo; 
ed in fettling the kingdom after Tyrone's rebellion ; ai 
this nation flourifhed extremely till the time of the ma 
{acre, 1641. in that difHcult jandture of affairs tl 
nobility and gentry coined their own plate here in D' 
blin. 

By all that I can difcover, the copper coin of Ireland 
for tiirce hundred years pad, confided of fmall pence ai 
halfpence ; which particular men had licence to coin, ai 
were current only within certain towns 'and didrids, a 
cording to the perfonal credit of the owner who utten 
rthem, and was bound to receive them again ; whereof 
>have feen many forts ; neither have I heard of any pate 
granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the reign 1 
King Charles II. which was in the year i68o, to Georj 
Legge, Lord Dartmouth ; and renewed by King James I 
in the fird year of his reign (1680) to John Knox. B01 
^patents were palled in Ireland ; and in both the patentee 
'Were bound to receive their coin again from any that woul 
.offer them twenty (hillings x>f it, for which tliey were ol 
Jiged to pay gold or filver. 

The patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox wei 
referred to the Attorney-General here, and a report mac 
accordingly ; and both, as I have already faid, were pai 
ed in this kingdom. Knox had only a patent for the r< 
mainder of the^term granted to Lord Dartmouth ; the ps 
tent expired in 1701, and upon a petition by Roger Mo( 
to have it renewed, the matter was referred hither ; an 
upon the report of the Attorney and Solicitor, that it wj 
fiot for his Majedy's fervice, or the intered of the natioi 
to have it renewed, it was rcjefted (>y King William. 
Ihould therefore feem very extraordinary, that a patent fc 
coining copper halfpence, intended and profefled for th 
good of the kingdom, fhould be pafTed without once cor 
fulting that kingdom, for the good of which it is dedaie 
to be intended ; and this upon the application of a /#a/ 
frhate, ohfeure niechaffic s and a patent of fuch a natun 
"'iiiatas fooa as ever the kingdom is informed of its bean 
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paflcd, they cry out unanimoafly againfl it as nihious and 
dcftrulfive. 7'he reprefentatlves of the nation in parlia- 
ment, and the privy council, addrefs the King to have it 
recalled; yet the patent ee^ fuch a one as I have dcfcri- 
bed, (hall prevail to have this patent approved ; and his 
piivate interefl fliall weigh down the application of a whole 
kingdom. St Paul fays, Ml things are lawful, hut all 
things are not expedient. We are anfwered, tliat this pa* 
tent is la^wfiil \ but is it expedient ? We read, that ihc 
high pried faid, // naas expedient that one man Jlr-cuLd die 
[•r the people ; and this was a mod wicked prcpofltion : 
but that a fwhole nation. Jl^ould die for one 7nan, was ne- 
ver heard of before^ 
■ But becaufe much weight is laid on the precedents of 
other patents for coining copper for Ireland, 1 v/ili lit this 
matter to as clear a light as I can. Whoever bath read the 
rtporty will be apt to think, that a dozen precedents at 
leaft could be produced of copper coined for Irchr.d by 
virtue of patents paiTed in England ; and that the ccicagc 
was there too ; whereas I am confident, there cannot be 
one precedent (hewn of a patent pafled in England for 
coining copper for Ireland for above an hundred years pail ; 
and if there were any before, it mud be in times of ccn- - 
fufioD. The oxAj patents I could ever hear of, arc thcfe 
already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth and Knox, the for- 
mer in i6l8o, and the latter in 1685. Now, let us com- 
pare thcfc patents with that granted to Wood. Fird, the 
patent to Knox> which was under the fame conditions as 
that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paffed in Ireland ; 
the government and the attorney and folicitor general mz-- 
kiog report, that it would be uftfbl to this kingdom. 

The patent-was paffed with the advice of the King*j coun' 
dl here ; . the pattntee was obliged to receive his coin^ 
from thofe who thought themfelves furcharged, and to 
^vegoldzndJUver fornix Laftly, xh^ patentee was tO' 
pay only 16/. 1 3 /. 4 ^. per annum to the crown. Then, 
U to the execution of that patent ; fird, I find the half- 
pencf were milled^ which, as it is of great ufe to prevent 
dKmterfeits, (and therefore indudrioufly avoided by 
Wood), (o it was an addition to the charg|& of covcc^^^* 
And S9 for tho weight and goodnelk of. the lott^, Wvi^ 
£ 2. fc«t.t^ 



56 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

ieveral balfffence now by me, many of which weig^ \ 
DiDth part more than thoie coined by Wood ; and bar 
the fire and hammer a great deal better, and, whkh if 
no trifle, the impreffion is fairer and deeper. I grant in- 
deed, that many of the latter coinage yield in weight ta 
fome of Wood's, by a fraud natural to fuch pateniets ; 
but not fo immectiately after the grant, and before the ooa 
grew current ; for in this circumflance Mr Wood miift ferft 
for ^precedent in future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent granted to Wilfian 
Wood. It pafTcd upon very falie fuggefbons of his owa 
and of a few confedt rates : it paflcd in England withoat 
the Lead reference hither ; it paiFed unknown to the very 
Lord Lieuteftant, then in England. Wood is impowered to 
coin one hundred and eight thoufand pounds, and all ttt 
officers in the kingdom (civil and military) are commanded 
in the report to countenance and ajfijl him, Knox had on- 
ly power to otter what he would take, and was obliged t9 
receive hit coin hack again at our demand^ aixi to enter ' 
into fecurity for fo doing. Wood's halfpence are iK)t milh 
tdy and therefore more cafily counterfeited by himfelft 
as well as by others. Wood pays a thoufand pounds per 
annum for fourteen years : Knox paid only (ixteen pounds 
thirteen (hillings and four pence per annum for twenty^one 
years. 

It was the report, that fet me the example of making a 
comparifon between thofe two patents, wherein the commit* 
tee was grofsiy mifled by the falfe reprefentation of William 
Wood ; as it was by another afi*ertion, that feven hundred 
tons of copper were coined during the twenty-one years of 
Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such a quantity of 
copper at the rate of two fhiUings and eight pence /rr pouad 
would amount to about an hundred and ninety thoufand 
pounds ; which was very near as much as the current cafll 
of the kingdom in thofb days ; yet, during that period. Ire- 
Jmd was never known to have too much copper coin ; and 
Ibr feveral years there was no coining at all : befides, I am 
afllircd, that, upon inquiring into the cuflomhoufe-bookt, 
all tlie copper imported into this kingdom from 1683VO 
1692, which includes eighty years of the twenty-one (be* 
fides one year allowed for the troubles) did aot exceed 
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forty ieven tons. And we cannot fuppofe even that fmall 
quaotity to have been wliolly applied to coinage ; fa that 
I believe there was never any comparifon more unluckily 
n)ade» or fo deQrufUve of the defign for which ic was pro- 
duced. 

The pfalmifi reckons it aa effe^ of God*s anger, when 
he felletb his people for nought ^ and takelh no money for 
them. That we have greatly o0ended God by the wicked-^ 
nefs of our lives, is not to be difputed ; but our King we 
have not o£fended in word or deed ; and although he be 
God*s vicegerent upon earth, he will not puniih us for any 
otifences, except thofe we ihall commit againfl his legal au- 
thority, his facred perfon. (which God prefer ve), or the 
laws of the land... 

The report is.. very profufe in arguments, that Ireland is 
in great want.of copper money. Who were the witnefTes to 
prove it, hath been fhewn already : but, in the name of 
God, who are to be judges ? Does not the nation befl: 
know its own wants ? Both houfes of parliarnent ^ the 
privy council^ and the whole body of the people, declare 
the contrary. Or^ let the wants be what they will, we 
deCre they may not.be fupplied by Mr Wood : we know 
our own wants but too well ; they are inany^ and grie- 
vous to be borne, bat quite of another kind. Let England 
be fatisficd : as things go, they will in a (Iiort time have 
all our gold and filver, and may keep their adulterate 
copper at home, for we .are determined not to purchafc 
ic with XHir manufaduTes,- which. Wood hath gracioufly 
offered to accept. Our nvants are not fo bad by a hun- 
dredth part as the method he hath taken ,to fupply them. 
He hath already tried his facuhy in New- England ; and 
I hope he will meet at leaft with an equal reception here ; 
what that was, I leave to pubUc intelligence. . . I &m fup- 
pofing a wild cafe \. that if there fhould be any perfon al« 
ready receiving .a monftrpo? pendoa out. of this 'kingdom, 
who was iofirumentgl in procuriag tlie patent, 4hcy have 
either not well confulted their own intere(b>.or AVood 
muft put more drofs into his copper, and fiill dimiaiih its 
'""ght. 

Upon Wood's complainr, that the officers of the Kia^^s 
revcDue here had alrettdy giyea oi-deis lo ^ \bft uAe.t\i^x 
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ofEcers not to receive any of hi? coin ; the report fey», 
that this cannot hut be looked upon ar a very extraordinary 
proccedin^y and contrary to the powers given in the pa- 
tent. The committee fay, ' they cannot advife his Ma* 
j^fiy to give dire^iions to the officers of the revenue here^ 
not to receive or utter any of the faid coin^ as hath been 
dejired in the addrejfes of both houfes; but, on the con- 
trary, they think it both Jufl and reafonable^ that the 
King Jhould immediately give orders to the commijponers ff 
the revenue^ ifc. to revoke^all orders ^ ifc, that may have 
been given by them to hinder or ohfiru^t the receiving the 
faid coin. And accordingly, we are told, fuch orders are 
arrived. Now, this was a caft of Wood's poKtics ; for his 
information was wholly falfe and groundlefs, which he 
knew very well ; and that the commiffioners of the reve- 
nue here were all, except one, fent us from England, and 
love their employments too well to have taken fuch a ftep : 
but Wood was wife enough to confider, that fuch orders 
of revocation would be an open declaration of the crown 
in his favour, would put the government here under a dif- 
ficulty, would make a noife, and pofHbly create fome ter- 
tor in the poor people of Ireland. And one great point 
he hath gained, that although any orders of revocadoo 
will be needlefs, yet a new order is to be fent (and per- 
haps is already here) to the commiflioners of the revenue, 
and all the King's officers in Ireland, that Wood's half 
pence be fuffered and permitted^ nuithout any let^ fuit^ 
t rouble 9 molejlat ion, or denial of any of the Kin^s offi* 
eers or minifters 'whatfoever, to pafs, and be received as 
current money by fuch as fhall he willing to receive them. 
In this order there is no exception ; and therefore, as far 
as I can judge, it includes all officers, both civil and mh 
Ittary, fronl th Lord High Chancellor xo^jufiice of peace^ 
and from the general to an enftgn ; £o that Wood's pro* 
jeQ;'is not likely to fail for want o£ managers enough. For 
ihy'own part, as things (land, I have but little regret to 
&d myftlf out of the number ; and therefore I fhsJl con- 
tinue in all humility to exhort and warn my fellow- fubjcfts 
never to receive or utter this coin, which will reduce the 
kinjgdom to beggary by much quicker and larger fiep* 
tha^ 'luLje hithefto been taken. 



L E T T E R nl. S9 

But it is needlefs to argue any longer. The matter is 
come to an liTue. His Majefty, purfuant to the lanuy hath 
left the field open between Wood and the kingdom of 
Ireland. AVood hath liberty to offer his coin, and u^ 
have /<iw, reafofiy iiberty^ and nectffity to refufe it. A 
knavifh jockey may ride an old foundered jade about the 
market, but none are obliged to buy it. I hope the words 
voluntary, and tvilling to receive it, will be underftood 
•od applied in their true natural meaning, as commonly un* 
derftood by Proiejlants. For if a fierce captain comes to 
my (hop to buy (ix yards of fcarlet cloth, followed by a 
porter laden with a fack of Wood's coin upon his fhoul* 
ders ; if we are agreed about the price, and my fcarlet 
lies ready cut upon the counter ; if he then gives me the 
'O)ord of cemmand 10 receive my money in Wood's coin^ 
and calls me a difaffeiled Jacobite dog for rcfufing it, (al- 
though I am as loyal a fubjedl as himfelf, and ^without hire), 
and thereupon feizes my cloth, leaving me the price in 
this odious copper, and bids me take my remedy : In this 
cafe I (hall haixlly be brought to think, that I am left to 
my own nvilL I (hall therefore, on fuch occafions, firft 
order the porter aforefaid to go off with his pack ; and 
then fee the money in filver and gold in my poflefEon 
before I cut or meafure my cloth. But if a common fol" 
Her drinks his pot firft, and then offers payment in Wood's 
halfpence, the landlady may be under fome diffiailty ; for 
if (he complains to his captain or enfign, they are like wife 
officers included in this general order for encouraging thefe 
halfpence to pa(8 as current money. If (he goes to a ju* 
ftice of peace, he is al(b an officer, to whom this general 
«der is diredled. I do therefore advife her to follow my 
pradice, which 1 have already begun, and be paid for her 
goods before (he parts with them. However, I (houkl 
have been content, for fome reafons, that the military gen* 
tlemen had been excepted by name ; becaufe I have heard 
it faid, that their difcipline is beft confined within their owo 
diftrift. 

His Majefty, in the conclufion of his anfwer to the ad- 
drefs of the hou(e of Lords againd ood's Wcoin, is plea- 
fcd to fay, that he will doevery thing in his power to (he 
fatiffaff/M of iff J f^flc. It (hguW fccift AcT^fox^> xW\. 
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the recalling the patent is not to be underdood a 
in his power. But however, Hnce the law doth 
lige us to receive this coin, and confequently t 
leaves it to our voluntary choice, there is nothing 
iog to preferve ss frooa ruin, but that the whole 
fliould continde in a firm, determinate refolution 
receive or utter this fatal coin. After which, h 
ficerSi to whom the(e orders are directed, (I W( 
lingly except the military ), come with their exhi 
their arguments^ and their eloquence, to perfuade 
our intereft in our undoing. Let Wood and his t 
ces travel about the country with cart-loads of th< 
and fee who will take it off their hands ; there v 
fear of. his being robbed ; for a highwayman woi 
to touch it. 

I am only in pain how the contmifloneri of th< 
will proceed in -this juncture; becaufe, I am u 
are obliged by adt of par]iamen^to take nothing 
and Jilver in payment lor his Majeily's cvfiomi 
think they cannot juftiy oflfer this coinage of A 
to others, unlefs they will be content to receive 
felves. 

The fum of the whole is this : The commit ie^ 
the King to fen4 immediate order t to all his offic 
that Wood's coin he fufered and permitted nuit 
lety fuity trouble^ i;c. to pafi, and to be ra 
current money .■ by fuch as Jhall be willing to rt 
fame. It is prob^fe, that the firft nvilling 
may be thofe who rauft receive it nuhether the) 
no, at leaft ui^er the penalty of lofing an ofR< 
the landed undepending men, the merchants, tl 
keepers, and bulk of the people, I hope, and ar 
«onfident, will never receive it. What muft th 
^uence be ? the owners will fell it for as much 
can get^ Wood's halfpence wHl come to he of 
fix ^ penny, (yet then he will be a fufficient gain 
the neceffary receivers will be Idcrs of two thirds 
falaries <iv pay • 

This puts me in sniod of a pafTage I was told ms 
ago in England. At a quarterfefEon in Leict 
JalKccs bud wifely decreed to take off a hal/pt 
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the price of ale. One of them, who came ia 
ing was determined, being informed of what 
faid thus : Gent/emen, you kavs made an or^ 
e Jhould he fold in our sounty for three half' 
rt : I d^re you *will now make another to af' 
mft drink it ; for by G — 1 will not. 
:g leave to caution yoar Lordfhips and Wor^ 
particular. Wood hath gracioufly promifed 
: prefent only with forty thoiifand pounds of 
7/7 the exigencies of the kif^dom require the 
'eat you will never fuffer Mr Wood to be a 
jr exigencies. While there is one piece of Jil' 
eft in the kingdom, he will call it an exigency^ 
ble his prefent quantum by ftealth as foon as 
will pour his own raps and counterfeits upon 
and Holland will do the fame ; nor will our 
at home be behind them : to confirm which, I 
my pocket a rap^ or counterfeit halfpenny, in 
his ; but fo ill performed, that in my con« 
[eve it is not of his coining. 
>w defire your Lordfl^ips and JVorJhips^ that 
; great allowance for this long ondigdled pa- 
niyfelf to have gone into feveral repetitions, 
he effefls of haAe, while new thoaghts fell in 
hing to what I had faid before. I think I may 
I have fully anfwered every paragraph in the 
:h, although it be not unartfully drawn, and is 
he fpirit of a pleader, who can find the mofl 
cs in behalf of his client, yet there was no 
quired to dete^ the many miflakes contained 
however are by no means to be charged upon 
^nourable committee, but upon the mofi falie, 
id fraudulent reprefentations of Wood and 
:es. I defire one particular may dwell upon 
dthough I have mentioned it more than once ; 
the weight laid upon precedents^ there is not 
1 in the whole report of a patent for coining 
igland to pafs in Ireland ; and only two pa- 
i to, (for indeed there were no more), which 
iffed in Ireland, by references to the King's 
both kfs advafitageoua to di^ covtt^t ^3QaccL^>& 
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of Wood ; and in hath, fecut*i ties given to receive the caa 
at every call, and give gold and Ji her in lieu of it, Tba 
demonflrates the moU flagrant falfehood and impudence of. 
Wood, by which he would endeatour to make the Right 
Plonourable committee his inflruments, (for his own il^ 
legal and exorbitant gain), to ruin a kingdom which bai 
deierved quite different treatment, 

I am very fenfible, that fuch a work as I have undert^ 
ken might have worthily employed a much better pen: 
but when a hoofe is attempted to be robbed, it often 
happens that the weakeft in the family runs firft to flop the 
door. All the afTillance I had, were fome informations- 
from an eminent per/on; whereof I am afraid I have 
fpoiled a few by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own produdlions, and the rcfl I was not able tO' 
manage : 1 was in the cafe of David, who could not movi 
in the armour of Saul ; and therefore I rather chofe to* 
attack this uncircumcifed VhiWlWne (Wood I mean) *witba- 
fling and a fione. And I may fay for Wood's honour, ai. 
w Jl as my own, that he refemblcs Goliath in many circum- 
ilances very applicable to the prefent purpofc : for Goliath 
bad a helmet of brafs upon his head, and he ^was armd 
with a coat of mail, and the nneight of the coat niMsfivf 
thoufand fhekels of brafs, and he had greaves ^ brafs «/• 
on his legs, and a target of brafs bet*ween his fhoulderu 
In fhort, he was like Mr Wood, all over hrafs, and h% 
defied the armies of the living God. Goliath's condi- 
tions of combat were likewife the fame with thofe of 
Wood : if he prevail againfl us, then fhall ive he his 
fervantt. Bat if it happens that I prevail over him, I 
renounce the other part of the condition ; he fhall never 
be a fervant of mine ; for I do not think him fit to be 
tniflod in any honefl man's fh(^< 

I will conclude with my humble defirc and requefl which 
1 made in my fecond Ictte? , that your Lordfhips and IVor* 
fhips woufd pleafe to order a declaration to be drawn up, 
exprefHng in the firongeft terms your refolutions never tfl 
receive or utter any of Wood's halfpence or farthings; and 
forbidding your tenants to receive them : that the faid de^ 

claraiin 
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n may be figned uy • : ry p'^rfi^n? as poflibJe *, 
^e eflates in this ki:>. J : ..., and be fent down to 
eral tenants aforcfaic 

if the dread of Woo it halfpence fhould continue 
:xt quarterfejjicnii which I hope it wiJ! not, the 
en of every county will then have a fair op- 
y of declaring agaiofl them with unanimity and 



/ am^ nuM the greatefi refpe£ly 

May it fUafe your Lord/hips and Worjhtps)^ 

Tour moji dutiful and 

obedient fervant^ 
25. 1724. 

M. B. 



;chration piirfuant to this requeft was figned foon afi 
le mod confiderable perfons of the kingdom, which was 
lly Ipread, and of great ufe, ~ 
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To the whole Peoplb of Ir: 

My dear Countrymeny 

HAving already written three Letter! 
agreeable a fubjed as Mr Wood and 
I conceived ipy tafk was at an end ; bat I fin 
fnuft be frequently applied to weak conftitu 
as well as natural, A people long ufed to 
by degrees the very notions of liberty : tl 
themfelves as creatares at mercy, and that 
laid on them by a flronger hand are, in the 
report, legal and obligatory. Hence procet 
and lownefs oi fpirit^ to which a kingdom \ 
as well as a particular perfon. And wh 
fainting from the field at the point to die, i 
that he fold his birth-right for a mefs of } 
I thought I had fufficiently fhewn to all v 
infiru^ion* by what methods they might 
whenever this coin fhould be offered to the 
lieve, there hath not been for many ages 
any kingdom fo firmly united in a point of gn 
as this of ours is at prefent againfl that dt 
But however, it fo happens, that fome wea 
to be alarmed anew byxumours induflrioufly 
prefcribes to the news-mongers in London \v 
write. In one of their papers publiflied he 
fcure printer, (and certainly with a bad d 
told, that the Papifts in Ireland have enia 
ficiation^gainjl his coin : although it be note 
<^at they never once offered to ftir.in the n 
^e two houfes of parliament, the privy cou 
numbers of corporations, the Lord Mayor a 
Dublin, the grand juries, and principal ge 
^^ ^^^^'ct, arc ftigraatized in a kmp u 
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This impoftor and his crew do IBcewife give out, that by 
ifufing to receivfe his drofs for Sterling, we difpuie the 
(trig's prerogative, are gronun ripe for rebe/Iio/i, and 
tadytojhake off the dependency of\x^9xAupon the croivn 
r England. To countenance which reports he hath pu- 
lifhed a paragraph in another news-paper to let us know, 
lat the Lord Lieutenant is ordered ^r? tome over itmnedi- 
tely to fettle his halfpence, .4-- 

I intreat you, my dear countryrten, not to ije under the 
laft concern upon thefe, and the like rumours, which are 

more than the laft howls of a dog difTcifted alive, as I 
ope he hath fufficiently^been. Thefe calumnies are the 
nly referve tliat is left him. For fui'eIy"our continued and 
almoft) unexampled-loyalty will never be called in que- 
:ion, for not fuffering ourfelves to be robbed of all that we 
ave by one obfcure ironmonger. 

As to difputtflgthe Km^^ prerogative , give me leave to 
xplain to thofe who arc ignorant, what the meaning of 
bat word, prerogative, is. 

The kings of thefe realms enjoyfeveral powers, where - 
D the laws have not interpofcd ; fo they can make war 
nd peace without the corifent of parliament, and this' is 

1 very great prerogative : but if the parliament doth not 
ipprove of the war, the King muft bear the charge of it 
Mt of his own purfe ; and this is as great a check on the 
arown. So the King hath a prerogative to coin -money 
•fithout confent of parliament : but he cannot compel the 
fabjedk 1% take that money, except it be Sterling, gold or 
Dver'; bccaufe herein he is limited by law. . Some princes 
have indeed extended their prerogative farther than the 
law allowed them : wherein however the lavv'yers of fiic- 
ceeding ages, as fond as they are of precedents, l:ave ne- 
tcr dared to juftify them. But, to fay the truth, it is on- 
ly of late times that prerogative 'hsth been fixed and sf- 
ccrtained. For whoever reads the hfftory of England will 
find, that fome former kings, and thofe -none of the worft, 
have upon fevcral occafions ventured to control the laws, 
with very little ceremony or fcrnple, even litter than the 
days of Qaeen Fiifabcth. In her reijgn, that pernicious 
counfel of fending haje money hither vety narro^l^ f^\W<i 
of lofing the kiagdom ; bciog complained ot b^ xVe.\/s\^ 

yoL, III. F T:)^wyv^^ 
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Deputy, the council, and the whole body of the Englifii 
here : fo that, foon after her death, it was recalled by her 
fuccefTor, and lawful money paid in exclian^« 

Having thus given you fome notion of what is meant by 
^he King's prerogative^ as far as a tradtfman can be 
thought capable of explaining it, I will only add the opi' 
iiion of the great Lord Bacon, that ^7/ God governs thi 
'world by the fettled laivf of nature^ luhich he hath 
made, and never iranfcends thofe laius but upon high^ 
important occajions : foy among earthly princes^ thofe 
are the "wifefi and the befi^ nuho govern' by the knovm 
lanvs of the country y and feldomefl make ufe cf their 
prerogative. 

Now here you may fee, that the vile acculation of 
Wood and his acco?7iplicesy charging us with difputing 
the Kifigs prerogative by refufing his brafe, can have no- 
place ; becaufe compelling the fubjeA to take any coiOf 
which is not Sterling, is no part of the King's prerogA* 
tive ; and I am very confident, if it ^vere fo, we ihottld 
be the lad of his people to difpute it, as well from that 
inviolable loyalty we have always paid to his Majefly, ai. 
from the treatment we might in fuch a cafe juftly expe^ 
from fome who feem to think we have neither commm 
fenfsy nor common fenfes. But, God be thanked, the 
beft of them are only our fellow-fubje^Sy and not our 
maflers. One great merit I am fure we have, which thofe 
of Engh/h birth can have no pretence to, that our ance- 
flors reduced this kingdom to the obedience of £nibi«and; 
for which we have been rewarded with a *worfe clanaie^ 
the privilege of being go itemed by laws to which we do 
not confent, a ruined trade, a houfe of Peers withomyzt- 
rifdifiiony almoft an incapacity for all employnaents, aod 
the dread of Wood's halfpence. 

But we are fo far from difputing the King's prerogative 
in coining, that we own he hath power to give a patent to 
any man for fetting his royal image and fuperfcription upon 
whatever materials he pleafes ; and liberty to the patentee 
to offer them in any country from England to Japan, only 
attended with one fmall limitation, that no body alive ii 
obliged to take them. 
• Upon rhdb confiderations I was ever againft all recourfe 
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to England for a remedy againft the prefent ftipcnding evil ; 
efpecially when I obferved, that the addrefles of both 
houfes after" long expc<5laDCe produced nothing but a re- 
port altogether in favour of Wood ; upon which 1 made 
feme obfervations in a fomier letter, and might at leaffc 
have made as many more ; for it is a paper of as fingular 
a oatnre as I e^er beheld. 

Bvitlmiftake: for before titis report was made, his 
Vb]Q^y\ moji gracious anjhxjer to the houfe of Lords was 
fent over, and pnnted; wherein are thefe words, grants 
ing the patent for coiniffg halfpence and farthings^ 

AGREEABLE. TXJ TPHE- PRACTI CE OF HIS ROYAL PRE- 
DECESSORS, 6v. That King Charles II. and King James II. 
(and they^ oiNL-y) did grant patents for this pur- 
pofe, is ittdifputable, . and I have (hewn it at large. Their 
patents were pafled • under the great feal of Ireland, by 
sefercnces to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Ireland ; 
the patentee was bound on demand to receive his coin 
back in Ireland, and pay filver and gold in return. Wood's 
patent was made under the great feal of. England, the 
brafs coined in England, not the leafl reference made to 
Itdand; the fa«i immenfe, and the/patentee under no 
obligation to receive it again^ and give good money for it. 
This I only mention, . becaufe in. liiy private thoughts I 
have fometimes made a query, whether the penner of 
ihofe words in his Majefty's tnofl gracious anfnver^ 

AGREEABLE Ta THE JPRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PRE- 
DECESSORS ^ had maturely confidered the feveral circura- 
fttaces, which in. my poor opinion fcem to make a di^er- 
tfloe*. , 

Let me now.&y fomething concerning the other great 
ctafe of fbme peopled fear, as Wood has taught the 
London aews^-writer to exprefs it, that his Excellency the - 
L»rd IJcutenant h coming ever to fettle Wood*/ half^ 
fence, . 

We know verjT well; that the Lords Lieutenants for fe- 
deral years paft Save not thought this kingdom nvorthy 
the honour of their rejidence^ longer than was abfolutely 
oeceflary for the King's, bufinefs ; which confequently / 

• Sec. the note at the end of tWs klttx* 

F: 2 nMantei X 
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mfamifj ^9 Jfeed iu the diffatcb. And diarefbr 
taraUy feli into inoft idcds thoag^y that a new g 
coming Jt ao um^ualumt^ rnaik ponend ibnie vffi 
fioefs to be done ; cfpedally if the coramoD report 
that the parliament, prorogued to I know not whc 
a new fummons revoking that prorogation to aflen: 
after his arrival ; for which extraordinary procec 
lawyers on t'other fide the water hare by great g 
tune found two precedents » 

All this being granted, it can nerer enter into x 
that fo Hi tie a creature as Wood could find crcdi' 
with the King and his miniflers to have the Loi 
tenant of Ireland fent hither in a hurry upon his t 

For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as i 
fore us,, without the refinements of fome peop 
which we have titling to do. Here is a patent gr2 
der the great feal of England, upon falfe fuggefHon 
"William Wood for coining copper halfpence for \ 
the parliament here, upon apprehenfions of the W( 
fequences from the faid patent, addrefs the Kinj 
it recalled : this is refufed, and a committee of i 
council report to his Majefty, that Wood has pc 
the conditions of his patent* He then is left t< 
bcft he can with his halfpenccy no man being ol 
receive them ; the people here being likewife left i 
felves,. unite as one man, refolving they will have 
to do with his ware. By this plain account of tl 
is manifisd, that the King and his miniflry are wl 
of the cafe^ and the matter is left to be difputed 
him and us. Will any man therefore attempt to 
me, that a lord lieutenant is to be difpatched over 
hafle before the ordinary time, and a parliament J 
ed by anucipating a prorogation, merely, to put 
dred thoufand pounds into the pocket of a JJ^arpi 
ruin of a moft loyal kingdom \ 

But fuppofing all this to be true ; by what ar 
could a lord lieutenant prevail on th€ fame pai 
which addrefTed with fo much zeal and earnefloei 
this evil, to pafs it into a law \ I am fure their o] 
Wood and his proje<fl are not mended fince their 
rogation : and fuppofing thofe fftcthods (hould I 
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which detra^ors tell us have been fometimes put in prac-* 
tice ^ov gaining votes ^ it is well known^ that in this king* 
dom there arefew erapbyments to be given ; and, if there . 
were iiiore> it is as njueU knonun to whofe fhare they muft : 
fall. 

But, becaufe great . numbers of you are altogether ig-. 
Dorant of the affairs of your .country, I will tell youfome 
reafons,. why there are fo few employments to be dilpofed' 
of in this kingdon^, . All confiderable offices for life here 
are pofTcfled by thofe to whom the reveriions were grant- 
ed ; and .thefe haTe httn generally followers of the chief 
governors, or perfons who had intereil in the court of Eng- 
land : £0 the Lord Berkeley of Stratton holds that great of- 
fice oi.mafler of the rolls ; the Lord Palmerfton is faji 
remembrancer i .. worth ueari 2000 /. per annum. One 
Dodington, fecretary to the Earl . of Pembroke^ begged, 
tbe reverfion o£ clerk of the pells, worth 2500 /. a-year, . 
which Jie DOW. enjoys by the death of the Lord Newton, Mr 
Southwell is fecretary of ftat'e, and the Earl of Burlingtoa 
lord high treafurer of Ireland by inheritance. Thefe are 
only a few among. many others which 1 have been told of, 
but cannot .remember. . Nay, the revfirfian of feveral 
employments, during . pleafute is granted, the fame way. 
This among, many others is a circumftance, whereby the 
kiogdjom of Ireland is diflinguifhed from all other nation*; : 
upon earth, and .makes it fo difficult an a£Fair to get into a 
ciyil empJoy, that Mr ^ddifon was forced to pi^rchafe aix 
old obfcure place, called keeper of the records in Berming- 
lum's tcnuer^ of ten pounds ary^ar,. and to get a falary of •' 
400 /..annexed to it, .though all the records there are not 
worth half a crown either for curiofity or. ufc. And we 
lately law a favourite fecretary * defcend to htmajier of ' 
the rev^'lst which by his credit and. extortion he hath made c 
pretty conjiderahle^ I fay nothing of the. under- treafurer- 
Ihip worth about 90007. a-year, noc of the commiifion-^ 
eri of the revenue, four of whom ge(ierally live in Eng-, 
land; for I think none of thefe are granted In reverfibn. . 
But the je/t is, that I have known, upon occafio'ri, fome' 
of ihefe abfent officers ^%.keen againft the ictereft of Ire:-.- 

• Mr Hopkins, kcrctivy, to rhe Duke of Grifl^n* 
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land as if they had never been indebted to her for i^ Jin^ 
gle great. 

I confefs I have been fometimes tempted to wifh, itaX 
ihis projedl of Wood might fucceed ; becaofe I reflefltd 
with fomc pleafure, what a jolly cre^ it would bring Of€f 
among us of lords^ and ^fquires^ and penfioners of hA 
fexcs^ and officers civil and military y where wc ihouldEfe 
together as merry and fociable as beggars ; only with thil 
one abatement, diat we (hould neither have tnetit to feed, 
nor manufailures to clothe us, unlefs we could be contoH 
to prance about in coats of mail, or eat brafs as oifarichfit l 
do iron, 

I return from this digreffion to that which gave me tbe 
occaHon of nuking it : and I believe you are now confin<> 
ced, that if the parliament of Ireland were as tentptaUi 
as any other afTembly within a mile of Chriftendom, (^dl 
God forbid) ; yet the managers muft of necdfity fidt 
for want of tools to work with. But I will yet go one 
ftep further by fuppofing, that a hundred new employments 
were erected on purpofe to gratify compliers : yet (till ta 
infuperable difficulty would remain. For it happens, 1 
know not how, that money is neither Whig nor Tory^ nei- 
ther of town nor country party ; and it is not improbable, 
that a gentleman would rather diufe to live upon his owli 
eflate, which brings him gold and fUver, than with tbe 
addition of an employment, when his rents and falary moS -^1 
both be paid in Wood*s brafs, at above eighty per cent. \ 
difcount. 

For thefe, and many other reafbns, I am confident yoa 
need not be under the lead apprehenfions from the fuddtfl 
expe^ation of the Lord Lieutenant *, while we continue in 
our prefent hearty difpofition, to alter which no fuitabte 
temptation can poffiblybe.offi:red. And if, as I have oft- 
en aflerted from the beft authority, 'the law hath not left a 
power in the crown to force any money, except Sterling, 
upon the fubjeft ; much lefs can the crown devolve fuch a 
power upon another, . *' 

This I fpeak with the utmoft refpeft to the perjon and 
dignity of his Excellency the Lord Carteret, whofe charac- 
ter was lately given m» by a gentleman that hath known 

* JLord Citrterct, now £ar 1 QranViUei 

V 
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lis firft appearance in the worid : that gentleman 
lim as a young man of great accomplifhments« 
earning, regular in his life, and of much fpirit 
y. He hath tinc^, as I have heard, been employ** 
; was principal fecretary of (late ; and is now 
thirty-^enth year of his tige appointed Lord 
; of Ireland. From fuch a governor this king'- 
reafonably hope for as much profperity as, «»• 
^ difcouragementf^ it can be cs^ble of recei- 

e indeed, that within the memory of man there 
governors of fo much dexterity, as to carry . 
terrible confequence to this kingdom by their 
h thofe nxjho are in office ; and 1^ their arts in 
3r deluding others with oaths^ affability^ and e- 
dinners. If Wood's brafs had in thofe times 
the anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what 
xrould have been taken. Depending perfons 
e been told in plain terms^ that it was a fervict 
rom them under the pain of the public bufinefs 
into more complying hands. Others would be 
promifes. To the count rymgentlemen^ belides 
/, burgundy i and clofetting^ it might perhaps 
hinted, how kindly it 'would be taken to comply 
^al patent t although it nuere not compulfory : 
J inconveniencies enfued, it might be made ap 
r graces or favours hereafter : that gentlemem 
w^der, ivhether it were prudent or fafe to dif 
.nd : they would be defired to think offomegood 
mcour aging of trade y and fet ting the poor to 
ne further ails againft Popery ^ and for uniting 
'/. There would be folemn engagements, that 
I never be troubled with aboi%^ forty thoufand 
his coiny and all of the befi and 'weightiejl fort^ 

nue fjould only give our manufadures in ex* 
nd keep our gold and fiver at home. Perhaps m 
report of fome invajion 'would have heenfpriad 
} proper juncture ; which is a great fmoother 

public proceedings : and we (hould have been 
this 'was no time to create differences^ 'when the 
\ms in danger t 
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Thefe, I fiy, and the Hkt methods, would b corr 
times have been taken, to let in this deluge of hrafi am 
08. And, r am ' confident, even then would not .h 
fttcceeded ; . much kfs under the adminiftration.of.fo 
cellent a- perfon as the Lord Carteret; and in aco 
try where. the people of all ranks, pvties, and.deno 
nations, -are convinced to a man, that -the utter undo 
of themfelves and their pofterity for ever will be da 
from the admiffion.of. that execrable coin : that, if it o 
enters, it can be no more confined to a fmall or modet 
quantity i thm^ phgue can be confined to a -few- famiii 
and that no equivalent can be given by any earthly pow 
any morecthan a dead carcafe can^be recovered.toJife b 
cordial. . 

There is <one comfortable circumdance in > this univei 
oppofition <tQ Mr. Wood, that the people feut over hit] 
from England Xo^ fill: up our vacancies^ ecclejiafticalycix 
and military^, are all on. our fide. Motteyiy the great 
vUer^f the world, .hath by a ftrange revolution. been i 
great uniter of a^moft dimidtd people* Who would. les 
a hundred . pounds a-year in England (acountry of fr 
dam) to.be.'paid a thoufand in Ireland out of Wood's € 
chequer ? The g^nt/eman they have lately nuide frijnafe 
would, never quitvhis feat in an Englifh houfe of Lon 
and his preferments, at Oxford and Briftol worth twel 
hundred pounds a^-year,; for four times the denominad 
here, but not. half the vaJue.; therefore I expedl to he 
he wHl be as-good an IrlHamaa at leafl upon th'j ^one a 
tide as any of his -brethren, or even of «/, who have had tl 
»»///^r/2/«/to*be bornJn this ifland. For thofe who, 
the comnK)n iphrafe, do not came hither to learn- the Un 
guage^ would never change a; better, country for a worfe.; 
teceive hrafs inftead o^ gold. 

Another flandcr fpread by AVoodand.his .emiiranes.i 
that by oppofing him .we difcover aa inclination .to j^4< 
•^ our dependence upon the cronun of En^and. Pray, ol 
ferye how important a peribn is this fame William Wood 
and how the public weal of two krngdoras is -involved i 
bis private intereft. Firrt, all thofe who refufe to tali 

• Pr Hugh Boufter^ 
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hk coin arc Paftftj ; for he telk us, that none hut Papi(U 
mre aJfociaUd againft him. Secondly, they difpute the 
Kittg^s prerogative. Thirdly, they are ripe for rebellion. 
And, fourthly, they are going to JJyake off their depen- 
dence upon the cro-wn of England ; that is to fay, they 
f^re going to chufe another king; for there can be no other 
meaning in this expreflion, however ibme may pretend to 
ftrain it. 

And this gives me an opportunity of explaining to thofe 
who arc ignorant, another point, which hath oixtti fwelled 
"^ in my hreaji. Thofe who come over hither to us from 
--" England, and fome ^weak people among ourfelves, when- 
ever in difcourfe we make mention of liberty and pro^ 
L t^^^y* Ihakc their heads, and tell us, that * Ireland is a 
' 4 depending kingdom; as if they would feem by this phrafe 
' to intend, that the people of Ireland are in fome (late of 
'-l flavery or dependence different from thofe of England ; 
-1 whereas a depending kingdom is a modern term of art^ 
-^ tiaknown, as I have heard, to all ancient civilians^ and 
r| writers upon government ; and Ireland is, on the con- 
■ I tRuy, called in fome ftatutes an imperial cro^n^ as held 
'^2 ^1 ^rom God ; which is as high a (lyle as any kingdom 
" « capable of receiving. Therefore by this exprefHon, a 
' /i depending kingdom^ there is no more to be underftood, 
^ J than that, by a ftatute made here in the thirty-third year 
'\ ^ Henry VIII. the King, and hit fucceffors^ are to he 
if ^/^/ imperial of this realm^ as united and knit to the 
' 1 imperial crown of England. I have looked over all the 
' \ £ngli(h and Irifh ftatutes without finding any law that 
'r makes Ireland depend upon England, any more than £ng- 
'\ land doth upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged our* 
I felvcs to have the fame King loitb them; and confequent* 
» ly thqf arc obliged to have the fame King nvith us. For 
i the law was m^e by our own parliament ; and our an- 
j ceftoi3 then were not fuch fools (whatever they were in 
the preceding reign) to bring themfelves under I know 
not what dependence, which is now talked of» without 
any ground o( law, reafon, or common fenfe. 
Let -who ever think otherwife, I, M. B. drapier^ defiro 

* See the note it the cod of Uus ltntt« 

V4 
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to be excepted: for I declare, /lext under God I de^ 
only on the King my Sovereign, and on the laws of my 
country. And I am fb far from depending upon the pe 
of England, that, if they fhould ever rebel againft 
Sovereign, (which God forbid), I would be ready at the 
command from his Majefty to take arras againft them 
fome of ;wy countrymen did againft theirs at Prefton. 
if fuch a rebellion (hould prove fo fuccefsful as to fix 
pretender on the throne of England, I would ventw* 
tranfgrefa that ftatute fo for, as to lofe every drop of 
blood to hinder him from being Kang of Ireland *. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man 
parliaments of England hzvt fometinies afTumed the pc 
of binding this kingdom by laws enabled there ; wIk 
they were at firft openly oppofed (as far as truths re& 
and juftice are capable of oppojlng) by the famous 
MolineuXy an Englifh gentleman born here, as well a 
feveral of the greateft patriots and heft Whigs in Engls 
but tlie Icve and torrent of power prevailed. Indeed 
arguments on both (ides were invincible. For in ret. 
ail government without the. confent of the governed ^ is 
very definition of flavery : but in fafl, eleven men > 
armed ivill certainly fuhdue one Jingle man in his ft 
fiut I Have done : for thofe who have ufed ponver to cr 
liberty y haye gone fo far as to refent even the iiber{ 
c$mplaimng\ although a man upon the rack was n 
known to be refufed the liberty of roaring 2A loud a 
thought fit. 

And as we are apt toJSnk too much under nnreaft>n 
fears, ib we are too ^n inclined to be raifed by grot 
iefs hopes, according to the nature of all confiimptive 
dies like ours. Thus it hath been given about for fev 
days paft, that fcmebody in England empowered a fee 
fimehody to write to a ^\x^ ftifsehody here to aflure us, 
we ftjould no mere he troubled 'with theft halfpence. . 
this is reported to have been done by the fame perfoi 
who is fald to have fwornTome months ago, that he wc 
ram them donvn their throats^ (though I doubt they wc 

• This paragraph gave great offence. See letter 5. 
fMr W&lpdc, aftenvards £.«c\ of Ottod» 
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Jick in ourjloniachs): but which ever of thefe reports be 
true or falfe» it is no coDcern of ours. For in this point 
we have nothing to do with Englifh mlmjiers: and lihodd 
Ime fbrry to leave it in their power to redrefs this grievance, 
or to enforce it ; for the report of the committee hath given 
me zfurfeit^ The remedy is wholly in your own hsuxls ; 
ttod therefore I have digrefTed a little in order to refre(h 
vA continue that fpirit fo feafonably raifed amongft you ; 
sjid to let you fee, that by the laws of God, of nature, 
of NATIONS, and of your country, you are, and 
OUGHT tobeasFREEa people as your brethren in £ng- 
laDd. 

If the pamphlets published at London by Wood and his 
jeurmymen in defence of his caufe were reprinted here, 
aad that our countrymen could be perfuaded to read them, 
they would convince you of his wicked defign, more than 
all I (hall ever be able to fay. ^ In (hort, I make him a 
pcrfed faittf in comparifon of what he appears to be from 
Ac writings of thofe whom he hires to jufHfy his projeii^ 
But he is fo far mafter of the f eld (let others guefs the rea* 
/»), that no London printer dare publifh any paper written 
ii favour of Ireland : and here no body hath yet been ib 
M/as to publifh any thing va favour of him. - 

There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet fent me of near 
Ky pages written in favuur of Mr Wood and his coinage, 
frinted in London : it is not worth anfwering, becaufe pre- 
kUy it will never be publifhed here. But it gave me oc- 
I caiion to reflect upon an unhappinefs we He under, that the 
people of England are utterly ignorant of our cafe; whi^ 
lK>wever is no wonder, fioce it is a point they do not in 
the leaft concern themfelves about, farther than perhaps as 
a fiibjedt of difcourfe in a cofFeehoufe when they have no- 
thing elfe to talk of. For I have reafon to believe, that 
00 minifler ever gave himfelf the trouble of reading any 
^pers wiittcr. in our defence, becaufe I fuppole their «//- 
nions are already determinedy and are formed wholly upon 
the reports of Wood and his accomplices : elfe it would be 
impoilible, that any man could have the impudence to write 
fbch a pamphlet as I have mentioned. 

Our neighbours, ivhofc underjiandings are juft upon a 
Uiel \Miih our/ (which perhaps are none of the bright eJT^i, 
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have a ftrong contempt for mod nations, bat efpedally 
for Ireland. They look upon us as a fort oifavage Irifli, 
whom our anceftors conquered feveral hundred yean a- 
go. And if I fhould defcribe the Britons to you as they 
were in Cxfar's time, when they painted their bodies^ w 
clothed thenifelves 'with the Jkins of heafls^ I ihoukl aft 
full as reafonably as they do. However, they are fo far 
to be excufed in relation to the prefent fubje^b, that bctf- 
ing only one Jtde of the caufey and having neither opp(v» 
tunity nor curiofity to examine the other ^ they belifvt i 
lie merely for their eafe; and conclude, becaufe Mr 
Wood pretends to h^Lye power, he hath alfo reafon on hit 
fide. 

Therefore, to let you fee how this cafe is reprefented in. 
England by Wood and his adherents, I have thought it 
proper to cxtrad out pf that pamphlet a few of thofe no- 
torious falfehoods in point ol fail and reafoning contain* 
ed therein, the knowledge whereof will confirm my coa»> 
try men in their onun right fentiments, when they will fee^ 
by comparing both, how much their enemies are in die 
^iurotjg, * 

Firft, the writer pofitively afferts, That Wood's ialf' 
pence *were current among us for feveral months^ 'with 
the univerfa I approbation of all people, nvithout one fn^ 
gainfayer; and nve ally to a man\ ihought ourf elves hif' 
py in having them. 

Secondly, he affirms, That nve nvere drawn into a di^ 
like of them only by fome cunnmgy evil- defigning men tf- 
viong us, nvho oppofed this patent ^Wood to get another 
for themfihes. 

Thirdly, That thofe fwho mctfl declared at firfi agair^ 
Wood's patent, 'were the very men naho intend "io get an* 
ether for their awn advantage. 

Fourthly, That our parliament and privy councily tU 
Lord Mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grand juriet 
and merchants, and in Jhort the 'whole kingdom, nay, the 
very dogs (as he exprelTefth it), nvere f<}nd of ihofe half" 
pence, till they 'were inflamed by th^fe fe'w ^e/tgningypef 
fons aforefaid. 

Fifthly, he fays diredly. That all thofe 'who oppofed tU 
^^a//pe/jcei 'K^sre Papijisj and enemia^tQ King George* 
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!S far^ I am ooofident, this mofl i^portntamong you 
sly fwear from your own knoiriedgie, that the aa- 
a moft notorious Ikr in every, atUde; the dked 
y bdngfoioamfeft tathcrwhole^kng^OQiy that^ if 
i reqwed^ we mig^ gsst it coo&inad-uBder /r^ 

%« he would .perfoade U8^ Thsxi/njut-fiii Jhe 
jr nmrtb.cfr dyf g^pdi J?r- ntMaufgiimre^ for tnio 
y 4md feuf-pfnct'mfih'ff e9fp€r^ ahhowgh\tke 
nvfre mcitei} dpiumr ami \iiai nui: eonid get Jive 
s in gold and ftlver for tbffaid goods: jet.U takg 
i tm)o flfiUiMgjf'Ond.fiur ftnti m popper luouid ir 
f9r mur a4wmtag€. 

i laftiy» hf mdbes. ii» a.tpetf fair ofiet", asimpowerod 
od, TliXti/wtnvii/taititfJmiohmdriMtJ^aii/k^ 
in bis halfpence for our goods ^ and iihwifi ps^ 
vtf peroenr. inHrtfi'for tkiriy years for*s» hurt- 
nd i^oemty ib&ufiind p^mtds (at which he computes 
m^ above the intrinfia: vahie of tbe coppv) /^ fh 

^ coin, be will after that timegivc mtg^dtm^ 
' mihat:Thalfpenee.n»iH hitbenieft. 
ne pboe : tldt . ofier ttt ai clear a liglit aa i /ca» to 
le inspportabie vinaoj.AodimpiideaGe.ttf tiut tn-> 
>1b wrtf cfa. Firfl;» (fiiyi hfS^i I ^tU fmditnvo bun* 
\oufand pounds if my coin inio ywr consttty : the 
I cotnpute to he, in real vatme^ ^hty ihoufand 
, and I charge you nmth an humdred and t^s>enty 
d pounds for the cohn^ej fii thai yon fae^ I lend 

Amndred and twnSy thmifa$td pounds fir thirty 
for nuhich you fliali psBf meihrec per ceot* that 
7, three thinfiend fix hundred pousids peranoom* 
'n thirty years noilletnmusit to an hundred and eighi 
d pounds. Asid ivben tbefe thirty years are expired i 
me ttiy co^er^ and tmili give you good money for 

\ n the propo&l made tons by Wood in that pam« 
Titten Iry one of his conMfioners : and the iwthpr 
ifed to be the fane infamoos Coleby« one of hts 
^uiearers at the committee rfcoiPicU^ who was tiied 
his^ the ireafttry.here, where he was lA «atoc« 
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By this propofal he will firft receive two hundred tho 
fond pounds, in goods or Sterling, for ns much copper 
he TaJaes at j^glvty thoafand pounds, but in realfty i 
worth thirty thouland pounds. Secondly, he will i 
eexre for interefl an hundred and eight thouiknd povmi 
and when our children come thirty years henoe to reti 
hh ba^^ce npoD his.cxecators, (for before that time 
will be probably gone to bis tnim ptace)^ thoTe execntt 
will yery reafooably^rejeA them if raps and counterfei 
^hich they will .4)e, ^vid miOioos of them of his v 



Methinks I am fend of fnch a deaiir as this, -Who mei 
every day upon our hands like a Dntdi^redLoning, wher 
if yon d^nite the nnreafonablenefs and exorbitaace of \ 
bill, the landlord ihall bring it 42p every time with d 
additions. 

Althoa^ thefe and the ISce pamphlets poUiAed 
Wood in London are altogether unknown liere, where 
hoAj could read -them without as much Migaatiot^ 
tontempt would allow ; yet I thought it proper to give } 
a fpedmen how the man employs his time, where he ta 
abme Withoiit4uiy*cf«^re:to contradid \sea\ wbOe 01 
FBw taiBUDS there wonder. at our-iileDce : and die Ei 
liih in general, if Aey dunk of this matter at all, imp 
our refoiidto nmlfuhefi ox ilfiiffeHhn^ jaft as Wood a 
hb hireUngt are pkafed to repveleot. 

But although our argwnents are not fufiered to be prt 
td in Eoglaad, yet the confeqaence will be of Jittle n 
ment. Let Wood endeavoarto petfuade the people the 
that we ought to rtcnve hn coin ; and let noe convii 
our people here, that they ought to reje£l it trader pain 
our utter undoing ; and tiien let him do his hefi and 

Before Icondude, I muft beg leave in aH humility 
tell Mr Wood, that he is guilty of great tndifcretion 
caufing^ honourable a same as that of Mr Walpole 
be mentioned fo often and in fucfa a manner upon this < 
cafion. A (hort paper printed at' Briftol, anid reprin 
here, reports Mr Wood to fay, that he nvonders at 
.. impudence and infolence of the Irifli in refufing his « 
^^^4/ iviat he nxjill do ntjhen Mt WaHgol^ cwnes to to\ 
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Where, ^y the way, he is miAsikeD ; for it is the tru^ 
Eogltih people of Irdand who refufe it, althongh we take 
it for granted, that the IriHi will do fo too whenerer they 
ire aikicd. In another printed paper of his contriving it 
b roundly expreflcd, that Mr Walpole will -cram bit brafs 
down our tbroats* Sometimes it is given oat, that we • 
ronft either take ibefe balfpence^ or eat our brcgues : and 
in another news-letter, bat of yefterday, we read^ that 
the fame great man batb fiaorn to make ui fosallovi bis^ 
ipin in fire^halh^ 

This brings to my mind the known ftory of a Scotch^ 
man, wlio receiving the fentence of death with all the 
oxQWE&xawk^ banging^ hebeadimg\ piarteHngt emboweJ* 
ihigj and the like, cned oat, IVbat need all tbiic oo RtA v? 
and I think we hate nalbn to aih- the fame queflioa*; for, 
if we believe Wood, here is a dinner getting ready for 
01 ; and yoO'lee the hili of fare ; and I am forry the drini 
was fci;g0t, which imighlt eauly be. fuppiicd with melted lead 
and JlMmn» pitch ^, 

Wha^▼lk words are dkfe to pnt into tbe-nxwth ofa 
great connfellorV in high tmft with Ul Maj«fty, and looker 
el opooas a prini(B..minifter ?. If Mc Wo^d hath nohetter 
a manner of reprefenting his patrons^ when I come to be 
a gnat man he (hall never be fufTered to attend at my 
ra#. This is.not.the ftyle of a great rainifter ; it favours 
too much of the kettle and ^tfurnace^ and ome entirely 
out of WoodVy^r^tf.. 

As for the threat- of making us eat our hroguet^ wc 
need not be in pam; for if his coin fhould pafs, that un- * 
polite covering for the feet would no longer be a national 
reproach: becaufe then we fhould have neither j7^(7^ cor ^ 
hrogue left in the kingdom. But here the falfehood of 
Mr Wood is-faiHy dete^d ; for I am confident Mr Wal- 
pole never heard of a hrogue in his whole life. 

As xo fujallewing thefe halfpence in fire-halls^ it is 
I flory equally improbable. For, to execute this opera* 
cioD, the whole flock of Mr Wood's coin and metal mud 
be melted dowq, and moulded into hollow halls with ^mld- 
fre^ no bigger than a reafonable throat may be able to 
fwallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and already 
coined, will amount to at iea/l fifty tnUliou^ o£ balf^ence 
G 2 X& 
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to be fwaUov3cd by a niUioD and an bdf of people ; (b 
lbttt» al)«iiring.two balance to each kaU» there will be 
abottt ferenteen balls of wildfire apiece to be fwallowed 
by every peribn in the kingdom ; and, to admioUlcr this 
dofet there cannot be conveniently fewer than 'fifty thett- 
taokd €fersiorSf allowing one operator to every thirty; 
which, coofidering the Jfftteamifimefi of fome Aomac^ 
and the peewjhnefs oi you9^ Mldren^ is bat reaibnhk. 
Now, under corre^on of better judgments, I think the 
trouble and charge of fuch an experiment- would exceed the 
profit; and therefore I take this report to befparioos, oTi 
at leaft, only a new fcheme of Mr Wood hiauelf ; which, 
to make it^afs the better in Ireland, he woaki father^ 
on a vtinijler offtatt, 

•But I will now demonftrate, beyond all coBCradifiies, 
fhac Mr 'Wjdpole is againft this projedl of Mr Wood, tod 
is an entire friend to Irebnd, only by lids 'OaeimvadUe 
'vgttment, that lie has the amverfaJ opinion of bet0g4 vtt 
Biao, an able minifter, and in all his proceedhigs pwrfiMg 
^tytifmfimerift of the 'King kis mafttr: tnd-tluMias his 
int^rity It above Jl corruptions To it hie firium iSbxHt 
all tempt^thm. I reckon, therefbre, we are perfe€Uy fafe 
£rom chat corner^ and llKdl never be under the aeoetliSr 
of contending with fb firmhdahh apovicr^ bat bekft tti 
^ollb& oxkT hrtgufj diMLpo$at0es in peaee, as"* nmQWfHUt 
ibMHUU'r as mse- are 'frmn Jupiter. 

/ am, nty dear countrymen^ 
' y}9ur l&ving filkm*fithje6i^ 
fiUonj^Jufferer^ and 
kmni/e firvOttty ■ 
OAob. 13. I7H|. M. .B. 

* PfMil a Jove, ^frocul a fuMae. 

Vton tiie ariival of Lord Carteret,- Ibon itfeer the. pubReation 
of this letter, the paflscfes Irom wMcb tUs note Isjreiendl 19 
were feleded as fufficient ground for profecudon, tnd ajpio* 
clamatkM) was piiblilhed by his Excellency and cofuHil, offinrios 
a reward of three hundred poonds for cUlcoveri^g tiie autiior* 
Hardkig the printer was impriibned, and a bill of indifbnent wtfa 
ordered to be preptied agpinft Mm 2 which gave occsiion to tiio 
fcUowias P^pcr, 



Seafonal^ Ad vies to the Gi.and Jityy, 
concerning the biO preparing agaidl the 
F^'i:NT£iL of the pKcceding Letteh, 



^ the prmter of the'Drfpier's/^ iettcTf there aixrfeve- 
nl things mttnrefy.ta be confidered by thoTe gentlemen'be- 
fbre they determine ixpoQ it. 

Firfi^ They are to confider, that the author of the fiud 
pamphlet did write three other di(cottrfe» oo the fame fub- 
jedt, which, inftead of being cenibred, were unirerfiiUy- 
approved by the whole nation, and were allowed to have 
railed and continued that fpirit among us, which hath hi-*- 
therto keptottt Wood's coin; for all men will grant, that) 
if thofe pamphlets had not been written,. hi» coin mufthave. 
OTcr-mn the nation fome months^ ago. . 

Secondly y It is to be confidered, that this pamphlet^, 
apinft which a proclamettiofi hath been ilTued, is- wxitten 
I by the fame author : that nobody ever doubted the inr 
I Bocence and goodnefs of his diefign; that he appears,, 
through the whole tenor of it, to be a loyaJ fuhje^ to his 
i Majefly, and devoted to the houfe of Hanover, and do- 
I dares himfelf in a manner peculiarly zealous jgainfl the 
' futender. And if fuch a writer in four fercral-'treatircs 
on lb nice a fubje^, where a royal i patent is concerned, 
and where it was neceflary to fpeak of England and of 
\ Ukrty^ (hoi^d in one or two places happen to let fall an 
inadvertent expreffion,. it would be hard to condemn him. 
j after all the good he hatE done, efpecially when we con- 
filer,, that he could hate no poffiWe dci/gn in view either 
of honour or profit, bat porely the gqoa of his cotJM* 

TRY, 

Thirdly^ It ought to be well* confidered, whether any 
onetxpfcffion in the £ud pamphlet be really liable to a 
}oft exception, much Icfs to be found wcfct/, Twaficious^ 
fiiitlouT, rej^hf v^on hii Majefiy ^ fix. wimjlrx, ^c., 
Q 3 -V^:^^ 
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The two poiats fa tbat pamphlet, wludi it is faid d 
profecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, firft, where t) 
author mentions the penner of the King's anfwer. Fi^ 
It is wclf known his Majefty is not ms&cr of the E^ 
tongae ; and therefore ic is neoefiary tbat 6me other pc 
foo flioold be employed to pen what he bath to fay, 
write m that language. Secondly y Hb Ma}e(!y's amw 
is not in the firft peiton, but in the third. It is not fai 
We are concerned, or our royal predeci 
•ORs; bat his MAj.ESTy h concerned, BXidJ^it rotj 
PREDECESSORS. By whidi it is plain, thefe are propc 
ly not the words pf his Majefty ; but fuppofed to be udc 
from him, and tranfmitted hither by one of his minifiei 
Thirdfy^ It will be eafily feen, that the author of the pai 
phlet delivers his fenqments upon this particular with t 
utmoft caution and refpe^, as any impartial reader willo 
ferve. 

The iecond paragraph> which it is faid will be tak 
notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what the autli 
fays of Ireland's being a dependent kingdom : he explai 
all the dependence he knows of, which is a law made 
Ireland, whereby it is ena^ed. That nuhoever h King 
^Bo^and Jhall be King of Ireland. Before this explan 
tion be condemned^ and the bill found upoa it, it won 
be proper that fome lawyers fhould fully inform the ja 
what odier law there is, cither (tatute or common, f 
this dependency; and if there be no law, there is no trai 
greffion. 

Thtfiurth thing very maturely to be confldered I 
the jury, is, what influence their finding the bill may ha 
upon the kingdom: the people in general find no fault 
ilie Drapier's Ujk book, any more than in the three forme 
and therefore vdien they hear it is condemned by a gra: 
jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is done in favo 
of Wood's coin; they will think we of this town ha 
changed our minds, aind intend to take thofe halfpen< 
and therefore that it will be in vain for them to fla 
out: fo that the ^uefHoo comes to .this, which vihW be 
the worft confequence ?; to let pafs one or two exprefEoi 
at the worit only unwary, in a book written for the p 
Mb fcrvice; ,or to. ICaLve.a free ojen paflagc.for Woo< 



TO THE GRAND lURy. If 

bn& to over-run oi, by which we ihall be ondoiie &t 
^ c?er. 

The J^& thiag to be oonGdered is» That the nxmbeis 
of the grand mry beiog merdiantB and principal ihopkeepets 
can ha?e no luitahle temptation offered them, as a recom- 
penfe fi>r the nufidiief they will do, and fbffer by letting in 
tlut coin ; nor can be at any lofi or danger by rejecting the 
bill. They do not expeft any employmenta.in the ftate,. 
to make up in their own private advantages by the deflruc-* 
tion of their country ; whereas thoTe. who go about to ad' 
mfit entici^ or threaten them to find that bill, have ^^t 
cmploymena which they have a mind to keep, or to get 
greater: asitwaslike^i^ thccafeof all thofe whofigMd 
the proclamation to have the author profecuted. And there- 
fore it is known, that his Grace the Lord Archbifhop of 
Dublin, ib renowned for his piety, and wifdom» and bve 
of his country, abiblutely refufed to condemn the book or 
the author. 

J'oftlj^ It ought to be coofidered, what conference the 
finding the bill may have upon a poor man, perfe^y inno- 
cent; I mean the printer. A lawyer may pick out ex- 
preflbms, and make them liable to exception, where no 
other man is able to find any. But how can it be fuppofed 
that an ignorant prmter can be fucb a critic? He knew the 
author's defign was^ honeft, and approved by the whole 
kingdom; he advifed with friends, who told him there 
was no harm in the book, and he could fee none himfclf : 
ic was lent him in an unknown band ; but the fame in which 
be received the three former. He and his wif^ have oflTer- 
ed to take their oaths, that they knew not the author. 
And therefore to find a bill, that may bring puniihroent 
npon the innocent, will appear very kard^ to fa^ no worie. 
For it wiH be inqxifiible to find the author, unlefii be' will 
^eaie to difoover himfelf ; although I wonder he ever con- 
eealed his name : but I fuppofe, what he did at firft out of 
nodefiy, he conticues to db ont of prudei^ce..' God protect 
OS and him. 

I will oondudc all with a fidsle afcribed to Demoflhe- 
nes: He had fervcd the people of Athens with great fide- 
lity in the (lation of an wrator ; when upon a certain oc- 
cafioa apprehcndiog to be jtlivtred ottr to his enemies^ 



<f4 ^/Shiiiom'qf^the Canmionsof^n^. 

flory. Once upon a. time the wolves deGred a U 
ibit Jbeep upon 'this c o n di tio p ; diit the canf 
nii^t be titke^ away, whidiwat AhcJhepSeni 
Jfifr : this bong -pvDttd, die ^mMha wttfaott all 
'barock bfthe^^. 

NhvenAerti. "Tfi^. 

'Jurr the ivifmiglf^^ ^ hill WMS§oif$ oMfUd ; vtbo, 
:ik9 ru^miCoaUimdmH, t^ftfidUfitidlkg.Mi up^ 
Lord Mrf MIfey IPM^d, t|Ao bmt fr4fii$d tA i^fwn 
^iM qf> 1*0 Difltf'i frhitir *« ^cbarpfd ilMtm in « rMgt. 
ing ixirafl was faomrfUr fMUbtd, 4oJbiVJiheiiUgaU$y 
ceeMng; and th- fkXhtratuLJury that vtat empatmelUd ma 
0wa pr^entmeffi -at^nft M ibe abettors qffTMFifri^t 
' ter to Lord MOtefwortb, p. 88. tftliis volunu. 

** See the firft note prefixed to the propoTal for the 
Iriih nuLMftdures^latfaU volame. 



An extraift from "St book, rntitlrf, An i 
leffion 4rf' the debates of -the hotife of C 
held atWeftminfter, Oa. 21. i6«o, p. 

ItEaO X.U T to K& 0ftheiBUfi^9/G<mim<mf^ m 
AW. I; J, i68o* 

SSvcfd petfbos bemg cxannned aboQt the d 
^ grand jury in Middlefex, the honfe' came t 
lowing refilutimn : 

Rff^wkf, Thatithe difidkapgirtg of agr^tfid ji 
judge, before the end of the term, afTizes, or feili 
:«Mitteffs are under their coilfidcraftion, and not pi 
arbitrary, i^gai, dcftnidif e ib pubHc jnflice, 
fiolatioo of his oath, and isYl-jieaiis tofubrert 
4Kntal 1m9s 4f this' Imcsloai^ 



Refolutiom of the Commons of England. 85 

Rf/b/vedf That a committee be appointed to examine the 
Tocradiogs of the judges hi Wefimmfter-hall ; and report 
be fiuoe, with their opimim herein* to d^ houfe. 

Lord Chief Juftice'Whltlhed, forhitcondoA^ deferved to have 
leen impeached by the houfe of Commons ; becaufe. the dilblving 
if a grand jury by any judge before the endof the term; ailizes^ or 
ellians, while matters are tinder' ^heh'confideradon^ and not pre* 
rnted, is-arUtrary, illegal, deftraQlvetopnb8ciiiftice;amaniftft 
iolation' of his oadi, vsA h a meant to fobvert the fsndamental 
1^8 of the realm. Bat as die honledf Commons forbore to ex-* 
cate tbdr vengeance npon the CUcfr Jaffice, Swift felaed upon 
ihn^is « prey, ladled hbn, tnd> worried him oat of all his patience 
>y many ftrcallic epigrams, ^oihs, nd other fevere refleftkns 
ipon Uis unworthy demeanor, ilntil st laft he became odioM-«ncl 
kHctous to the wliotoUogdein. NeUfaer coilld bis death, whicH 
nppened fom -after, sppeafe the vengeance of the incenfcd : pa* 
Tiot. For Swift, refolving to make bfan an^xample to all future 
Igoi, -purfued him btp the regions of the dead, and ootiplti bSfti 
vith , Anytus the accuftr of Socrates, flikh Indeed was at laft 
ihe lacrYflee that poor nnfortnnite liniHihed beeanie onto fhe fe» 

Jntment of DrSwlft. ^See sWiftfs ^ poems ^(micetiib«39^ftll,. 

hed,¥6i.6.-dlfo, Afbttrtviiw^IfiOmld; ind,:A»4Utf'tfirf§m 
mmrUi, In this volstaie. «ce «lfo r4S'^*4*^ AMMbr*^ Ar 
^^ TaL7*P-*>H P.Swilt 






The PRESENTMENT of the Grand Ji 
of the county of the dty of Dublin. 



WHereas feveral ^eat quantities ofbafe metaT co 
commonly caDed fFaciTs halfpenct^ have 
brooght into the port of Dublin^ and \<AyA in fc 
hottfes of this city, with an intention to make thein 
dandefUnely among his Majefty's fnbjeds of thu kii^ 
Dotwithftanding the addredes t>f both bou(es of parliai 
and the privy council^ and the declarations of moft o 
cfirpUrttions of this city againft the faid coin : and wh 
hit Majefty has been gracioafly pleafed to leave his 
fiibjeds of thb liingdom at libeny to take or rcfcfe tb 
halfpence: 

We the frond jwy of the coonty of the ctty of 
Uin, this Michaelmat term 17249 having entirely at 
hia MajeOy's intereft, and the welfare of our oountry^ 
being tfaoroogfaiy iebfihbi df the -great cKfcouraga 
ivhich thKie hsMihiitffeffed by the'apprchenfieos of the 
coiii» whereof We have already felt the difmal cfi 
and that the currency thereof will inevitably tend ti 
great dimtnation of his Majefty's revenue, and the 
of us and our pofterity^ do prefent all fuch perfons as 
attempted, or (hall endeavour by fraud, or otherwif 
impofe the faid halfpence upon w, contrary to his B 
fty's moft gradoos intendoos, as enemies to hb Ma} 
government, and to the (afety, peace, and welfare of a 
Majefty's fnbjedts of this kingdom ; whofe aficAions 
been fo eminently cBftmgoiftied by their zeal to his ill 
ou^ family before his happy acceffion to the throne, ac 
Hiuax continued loyalty ever fince. 

As we do, with< all jnft gratitude, acknowledge th< 
vices of all fodi patriots as have been eminently ze 
fcr the intereft of hb Majfefty and this country, in d< 
ing the fbudulent impofition of the faid Wood, and 
ventrag the paffing hb bafe coia; fe we do, at the 
imc, declare onr abhorrence and deteftation of al 



Tbe Prefentmem iftbe Grmd Jury. fjp 

on his Majefty and his goyeroment ; and that we 
!y with our liyes and fortunes to defend his moft 
lajefly againft the pmemAn't ^id all|ib Ma|efty -a 
1 fecret enemies wth at home and abroad 

loder our hands at the gfand-jniy ebaniber, this 
28th of Nofember 1724. 



Forbes, 


Da? id Tew» 




Thomas How* 


el PearfoD, 


John Jones, 


^uttall, 


James Brown, 


1 Afton, 


'Charles Lyndon, 


righe, 


Jer<Kn Bredin, 


Walfccr, 


John &*can. 


I French, 


Anthony Biunton^ 


n-eilles. 


Thomas Gaven, 


>earfon. 


Danid Elwood, 


Rolnns, 


Jdfan Bronet. 


Dawfoo, 


^ 



reeedi/igfaper laas puUiJhtd about a muifi mfter 
Uimatwn •was if tied, tffering a reward »f yyaU 
difcnering the author of the Draper's fourth 



A LETTER 



:'*v. 



^v. 



A, letter to the R^t HoDoaraUe 

Writtoi ill the year 1724. 

TJhy fcmfajid me ah&ui'tlfi nuM nvonb of deceu 
fought agalnfi *vh nuUAomt a cauji. 

For ni/ Iwijtii^ au fi^,adif€rfanet ; hii, I ghe 
unto prayer. . 

And they hetve re^xmrded^me.evil for goed^ amd batr 
ny lovei Pfidw dx. 3. 4. 5. 

Seek not to Bejw^e^ ieing. not able 4 take away tm 
left at anytime thou fear .the ferfon of thetoighl 
lay a Jlumhling-hlock in the 'way of thy uprightne^ 

Cffend not agdinfl the multitude of a city^ arid thei 
flNtft net C4(fi 4hyfe{f d^fumamong 4he people* 

BtudMoioneSn upon anc/t^er^ for in one thou Jhc 
he unpttnijbied: ficdus tlu 6« 7. &« 

IJon jam prim* pcto Mntfftheus, neqnc vinecrc certo t 
QuioqaanOl Sed fuperent qulbus boc, Neptune, decfitU 

DinECTioNiK to the Printer. 

*y)fr Handing, 

WHen I feot you my former papers, I cannot 
inteixled you eixhcxgood or hurt ; and yet yo 
liappened through my means to receive both. I pra 
xieiiver you from any more of the latter ^ and increi 
former* ¥CHir trade» particularly in this kingdom. Is o: 
•tliers the nsofl unfortunately circumflantiated ; for, 
<letltnthcmoftworthlefskiiKioftrafh,thcpenny-prodi 
<ifpcaaflcrs /cf ibblers ; fo jou often vctttare your li 
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;times your lives, for the purchafe of half a crown ; 
your own ignorancci are punifticd for other mens 

afraid, you in particular think you have rcafon to 
1 of me, for your own and your wife's confinement 
1, 10 your great expenfe, as well as hardfhip ; «nd 
Dfecution dill impending. But I will tell you, Mt 
;, how that matter (lands. Since the prels hath 
er fo ftri*5l an infpedion, thofe who have a mind to 
:he woild, are become fo cautious as to keepihem- 
if poflible, out of the way of danger. My cuftom 
e is to dictate to a prentice, who can write in a 
hand ; and what is written we fend to your houfe 
ckguard-boy. But, at the fame time, I do aflurc 
)n my reputation, that I never did fend you any. 
r which I thought you could poffibly be called 10 
jnt. And you will be my witncfs, that I always 
you, by a letter, to take forae good advice before 
turcd 10 print ; becaufe I knew the dexterity oi deal- 
be Itrw at finding out fomething to faflen on, whers 
is meant. I am told indeed, that you did accor- 
:onfult feveral very able perfons, and even fome 
erwards appeared againji you : to whidi I can only 

that you mu(l either change your advi/eri, tr 
ne to print nothing that comes from a drapier, 
ire you will fend the inclofed letter dire^d to iny 
ifcount IMolefwortk, at his houfe at Brackdenjio^m^ 
ords : but I would have it fcnt printed for the con- 
e of his Lordfliip's reading ; becaufe this counter- 
,d of my prentice is not very legible. And, if you 
t to publilh it, I would have you firft get it tead o- 
fome notable lawyer : I am afTured, you will find 
of them, who are friends to the drapier^ and will 
fc'ithout a fee; which, I am afraid, you can ill af- 
ter all your cxpenfes. For although i have taken 
\\ care, that I think it impoflible to find a topic out 

following papers for fending you again to prifon, 
ill not venture to be your guarantee, 
seofuiog letter contains only a (hort account of ni3r* 
id an humble apology foi- my former pam^lct^) t* 
ly the !qfti tvith little mention of Mr Woodot >k» 
' W' H fcrtl/fcnce 5 
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halfpence s becaufe I ha? e already faid enough upo 
fubjedl, until occaiion fhaU be given for ^eav fears \ 
id that cafey yon may perhaps hear from me agaixL 

I am, 

jour friend 

Trom my fhcp in .and fervant, 

St Francis ftreet, 
Dec. 14. 1724. M. 



P.S. For want of intercourfe between you an 
which I never will fuffer *, your people are apt to 
very grofs errors in the preis> which I defir£ yoi 
provide againih 



♦ The copies were always fent to the prefs by fome c 
meflenger, who never knew the perfon from whom he r< 
them, but gave them in at a window. The amanuenfis on 
truftcd, to whom about two years after the author gave i 
ployment of 40 \* a-year as a reward for his fidelity. JM* 



To the RJght Honourable 

le Lord Viscount Molesworth, 
it Iiis houfe at Brackdenftown, near Swords* 

ly Lord, 

Lefle<ft too late on the raaxim of common obfervers,. 

That thofe who meddle in matters out of their call- 

will have reafon to repent ; which is no'w verified in 

for, by engaging in the trade of a writer, I have drawn 

1 rayielf the difpleafare of the government, fignified 

a proclamation promifing a reward of three hundred 

ids to the firll faithful fubjedt who ftiatt be able and 

tned to inform againd me ; to which I may add, the 

iablc zeal and induftry of my Lord Chief Juftlce 

Itfhed in his endeavours to difcover fo dangerous a per- 

Therefore, whether I repent or no, I have certain- 

aufe to do fo ; and the common obfervation (HIJ ftand; 

d. 

t will (bmetimes happen, I know not how, in the courfe 
luman affairs, that a man fhall be made liable to legal 
oadverfions, where he hath nothing to anfwer for ei- 
: to God or his country ; and condemned at Weftrain- 
•hall, for what he will never be charged with at the 
of judgment, 

Ifter flri^y examining my own heart, and confultirg 
e divines of great repuiaiion, I cannot accufe myfelf of 
* malice or nvickednefs againjl the public ; of any de^ 
V to fow fedition ; of refii6iing on the Ki?ig and his 
\ijlers ; or of endeavouring to alienate the ajfe^ionr of 
people of this kingdom frofn thofe of England. All I 
charge myfelf with, is a weak attempt to ferve a na- 
L in danger of deftru<ftion by a moft wicked and ma- 

Articles jaehtioned in the indidlmcnt and pTOc\am^\iOT\. 
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licious projc^or, without waiting until I were called 
affiftaocc. Which attempt, however it may perhaj 
me the title of pragmatical and ovemveeningt will 
li£ a burthen upon my confcience. God knows whi 
may not, with all.my caution, have already run myi 
to a fecond danger,' by offering thus much in my ov 
dication. For I have heard of a judge, who, upon t 
minal's appeal to the dreadful day of judgment , tol 
ike had incurred a preitiunire for appealing to a j 
jurifdi6lion : and of another in Wales, who feverely 
ed the prifoner for offering the fame plea ; taxing hii 
refleding on the court by fuch a comparifon ; becad 
J>ari/ons *were odious. 

But, in order to make fome excufe for being mo 
culative than others of my condition, I dedre your 
ihip's pardoDy while I am doing a very foolilh thing ; 
is to give you fome little account of rayfelf. 

I was bred at a free fchool, where I acquired fon: 
knowledge in the Latin tongue, I ferved my appreni 
in London, and there fet up for myfeif with good fi 
until by the deatA cf fame friends ^ and misforti 
others, I returned into this kingdom ; and began to < 
my thoughts in cultivating the njjoollcn manufa6iure tl 
iiX its branches ; wherein I met witli great difcourag 
and powerful oppofers, whofe obje(5tions appeared 
▼cry ftrange and fingular. They argued, that the 
cf £ngland would be ofTended, if our manufaifture 
brought to equal theirs : and even fome of the 'tut 
trade were my enemies ; which I could not but loo! 
as abfurd and unnatural, 1 remember your Lord 
that time did me the honour to come into my Ihop, 
I fhewed you * a piece of black and ivbite fluff ju 
from the dyer; which you were pleafed to approve < 
be my cuftomer for. 

However, I was fo mortified, that I refolved f 
future to (it quietly in my fhop, and deal in common 
like the ref( of my brethren; until it happened fome i 
ago, confidering with myfeif, that the lonver and 
fort of people wanted ^ plain Jirong coarfe fluff to 

*By this is meant, the fro^ofal for the univerfal ufe 
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m againji cold eafterly twlnds^ nuhich then Blenv very 
ce andilaftlngfor a hng time together: I contrived one 
puq^fe* which fold very well all over the kingdom, and 
lenred many thouf^xls from agues. I then made a. . 
^cond^Ttdt, third kind o£Jiuffs for the*^f«/ry, with 
fame fnccefs ; inibmuch that an ague hath hardly been 
ird of ior (bme timer 

Thia incited me fo far, that I ventured upon a -^ fourth 
ce made of the bed Irifh wool 1 could get; and I 
mght it grave and rich enough to be worn by the 
I lord at judge of the land. Bat of Jate fome great . 
ks complain, as. I hear, that when they had it on, they 
t a Jhaddering in their limbs, and have thrown it off 
a rage ; curfing to hell the poor drapier^ who invented 
fb that I am determined never to 'mork for perfom 
quality, again ; except for yo\jiT .LArdf?ip and a veryfenv 

I affure your JLdrdrtiip upon the word of an honeft ci- 
icn, that t am not richer, by the value of one of Mr 
'ood's halfpence, with the fale of all the feveral Jiujfs 
lave contrived: for I give the whole profit to the dj* 
f and prefers %. . And therefore I hope you will pleafe 
bcKeve, that no other motive, befidcs the love of my 
ontry, could engage me to bufy my head and hands to 
e lofe of my time, and the gain of nothing but vexation - 
d ill'^HL 

I have now in hand one piece of Jiuff to be woven on , 
irpofe for your Lordihip ; although I might be afhamed 
f offer it to you, after* I have confeffed, that it will be 
adc only from the || Jl^reds and remnants of the ^vool 
fiployed in the former. However, I fhall 'work it up as 
^l as I can ; and, at worit, you need^nly give it among 
our tenants. 

I am very fenfible; how ill your Lbrdihip is like to be 
ntertained with the pedantry of a drapier in the terras 
)f his own trade* How will the raatrer be mended, when . 
foufindme entering again, although very fparingly, into 

• The drapier's three firft letters.' 
.^ t The fourth letter, againft which the proclamation was 
dfncd. 

f PjiDter* . I Meaning the pic&:ivl V^\.\«, 

H 3 ^ ^ 
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an affair of ftate ? for fuch b noiv grown the comrovei 
with Mr Wood, [[fotoegnat lawyers arc to be credifi 
Aod as it often happens at play, that men begin w 
fflrthingSf and go on to goldf till (bme of them lofe tb 
eflates and die in jail ; io it may pofHbly £idl out in i 
cafe, that by playing too long with Mr Wood's hi 
pence, I may be drawn in to pay a fine doable to the 
ward for betraying me ; be fent to iprifon, and not he 
liver ed thence until I Jhall have paid the uttermofij 
thing. 

There are, my Lord, three forts of perfons, with wli 
I am refolved never to difpute : a highwayman with a pi 
at my breaft ; a troop of dragoons^ who come to plan 
my houfc ; and a man of the law^ who can make a ra 
of accufing me. In each of thefe cafes, nuhich are ah 
the favie^ the beft method is to keep out of the ivayi 
the next befl is to deliver your money, fur render j 
houfe, and confefs nothing, 

I am told, that the two points in my laft letter, f 

which an occafion' of offence hath been taken, arc, wl 

1 mention his Miyefty's anfwer to the addrefs of the b 

of Lords upon Mr Wood's .patent ; and where I difco 

upon Ireland's being a dependent kingdom. As to 

former, I can only fay, that I have treated it with the 

mod refpedt and caution ; and I thought it necefTar 

ihew where Wood's patent differed in many eflential ] 

iirom all others that eve^ had been granted ; becaufe 

contrary had, for want of due information, been fo flro 

and fo largely afferted. As to the other, of Ireland'i 

pendency : I confefs to have often heard it mentioned, 

was never able to underftand what it meant. This 

me the curiofity to inquire among feveral eminent law 

vvho profeffed they knew nothing of the matter. I 

turned over all the flatutes of both kingdoms withou 

lead information, further than an Irifh a(5l, that I qu* 

of the 33d of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland to Englan< 

der one King. I cannot fay, I was ySrry to be difapp 

id ia my fearch, becaufe it is certain, 1 could be con 

ed to depend only upon God and my prince, and the 

of my o^n country^ after the manner of other nai 

£at JSocG my betters ate of ^ different c^iniw^ and < 
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further dependencies^ I (hall outwardly fubmit ; yet dill 
infifting in my own heart upon the exception I made of 
M. B. drapier. Indeed that hint was borrowed from air 
idk ftory I had heard in England, which perhaps may be 
common and beaten; but becaufe it injinuaies neither trea^^ 
fin nor /edition, I will juft barely relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the Peers were fb great 
that the Commons were looked upon as little better than 
thdr dbpendents, a bill was brought in for making fome 
Kv additions to the power and privileges of the peerage/ 
After it was read, one Mr Drue, a member of the houfc 
ifaxxl up, and faid, he very much approved the bill, and 
would give his vote to have it pafs ; but however, for 
fome reafons heft known to himfelf, be defired that a 
daufe might be inferted for excepting the family of the 
Dfues. The oddnefs of the propofition taught others t3' 
n&td a little ; and the bill was thrown out. 

Whether 1 were miflaken, or nuent too far in examining 
the dependency^ mufl be left to the impartial judgment of 
the world, as well as to the courts of judicature; although 
indeed not in fo effe final and decijive a- manner. But to 
afirm, as I hear fome do, in order to countenance a fear- 
ful and fervile fpirit, that this point did not belong to ?fty 
fubjeii, is afalfe and fooKHi objeflion. There were feve- 
nJ fcandalous reports indudrioufly fpread by Wood and 
his accomplices, to difcourage all oppofttion againfl his 
infunous project. They gave it out, that we were pre- 
pared for a rebellion ; that we difputed the King's prera- 
lativcj and were (baking off our dependency. The firft 
veot fe far, and obtained fo miKh belief againft the moft 
tifiWe demonfh^tions to the contrary, that a great per- 
fin of this kingdom, now in- England, fent over fuch an 
account of it to his fiiends, as would make any good 
fcbjcft both; grieve and' tremble. \r thought it therefore 
ncccilary to treat that calumny as it deferved. Then I 
profed by an invincible argument, that we could have no 
intention to difpute his Majeily's prerogative ; becaufe the 
frerogative was not concerned in the queftion ; the civi- 
lians and lawyers of all nations agreeing, that copper is not 
mney. And laftly, t6 clear us from the irafutation of 
fluking off owr ^r/f»df/fcy, I fliewed Ni^h^r^m \ xSctfya^^i 
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and (hall ever thinks this dependency confined ; and cited' 
the flatute above mentioned made in Ireland : by wfaidii 
it is enadlcd, that nuhoever is King of England, Jhallh- 
King 0/*Irjsland; and that the two kingdoms fhall beySff^ 
ever knit together under one. King, This, as I concetfedf 
did wholly acqviit us of intending to break oar depeniewji 
becaufe it was altogether out of our power: for furelyod'^ 
King of England will ever coofent to the repeal of diis 
(latute. 

But upon this article I am charged with ^a heavier icr 
cufation. It is faid 1 njDent too far^ when I declared^ 
that if ever the pretender fI?ould come to he.fved t^on thtz 
throne ^England {yihich God forbid) y I 'would fo far ven^ « 
tttre to trayifgrefs this flat uie^ that I 'would lofe the U^" 
drop of my blood , before I ivould.fubniit t9 htm as Kiif'^ 
0f Ireland. 

This I hear on all fides is the fl rouged and weig^rieft! 
objedion againft me ; and which hath given the moft of-- 
fence; that I fhould be fo bold to declare againft a dired;~ 
ftatute ; and. that any motive, how ftrong.foever, cooU^ 
make me rejedt a King, whom England fhould receivCi 
Now, if in defending myielf from this accufation I Aiotdd-. 
freely confefs, that I '[uent too far ; that the . exprefBoa ' 
was veryindifcreet, although occafioned by my zeal for 
his prefent Majefty, and his Protedant line in the houfe-tjT 
Hanover ; that I fhall be careful ne^er ta oHend again in 
the like kind ; and that I hope this free acknowledgment 
and farrow- for my error will be feme atonement, and ft 
little foften the hearts of my powerful adverfaries : I iay^ 
if I fhould ofiPer fuch a defence as this, I do not doubb 
b6t fome people would wreft it to an- ill meaning by fpite^ 
ful interpretation. And therefore, fince I cannot think of 
any other anfwer, which that paragraph can aditat, 1 ^will 
leave it to the mercy of every candid reader, j but: fliU 
without recanting my own opinion.. 

I will now venture to tell your Lotd/hip a fefcret, where-* 
in I fear you are loo deeply concerned. You wiU. there- 
fore pleafe.to know, that this habit of writing and dif- 
courfing, wherein I unfortunately differ .from almofi die 
whole kingdom, and am apt to gmte the- ears of more 
thgal couJd wifli, was ac^^uir^d during luy apprvjniictfhip 
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in London, and a ]ong refidence there after I had fet up 
For myfelf. Upon my return and fettlement here, I 
thought I had only changed one country of freedom for 
another. •! had been long converfing with the writings of 
your Lordfhip *, Mr Locke, Mr Molineux, Colonel Sidney, 
and other dangerous authors, who talk of liberty as a 
hleffing^ to ivkich the luhole race of mankind hath an ori' 
gitrnt title: ^whereof nothing hut unlaivful force can di- 
veft them, I knew a great deal of the feveral Gothic in(K- 
totions in Europe ; and by what incidents and events they 
came to be dcftroyed : and I ever thought it the moft un- 
controlled and univerfally agreed maxim, ThTX freedom 
confijls in a people*! being governed by lanvs made with 
their own confent ; and Jlavery in the contrary, I have 
been Hkewife told, and believe it to be true, that liberty 
and property are words of known ufe and (ignification in 
this kingdom ; and the very lawyers pretend to underfland, 
and have them often in their mouths. Thefe were the 
errors which have mifled me, and to which alone I muft 
impute the {ti^x^ treatment I have received. But I fliall 
in time grow wifer, and learn to confider my driver ^ the 
nad I am in, and ivith whom I am yoked. This I will 
veutare to fay, that the boldeft and moft obnoxious words 
I ever delivered, would in England have only expofed me 
18 a ftupid fool, who went to prove that the fun fhone in 
* ilear fummer^ t day : and I have witnefTes ready to de- 
pole, that your Lordfhip hath faid and writ fifty times 
'worfe; and, what is Uill an aggravation, with infmitely 
ttorc wit and learning, and ftronger arguments : fo that, as 
polidcs run, I do not know a perfon of more exceptionable 
principles than yourfelf : and if ever I fhall be difcovcred, 
I think you will be bound in honour to pay my fine, and 
fapport me in prifon ; or elfe I may chance to inform a- 
|ainft you by way of reprifaL 

Id the mean time 1 beg your Lordfhip to receive my 
confeflion ; that if there be any fuch a thing as a dependent 
cy of Ireland upon England, otherwife than as I have ex- 
plained it, either by the law of God, oi nature ^ of rea- 

• He pubUftied a book in the rdgn of King >V\\\Um\ll. \tv\:M\fiA» 
V»Jiate(fDffamark, mtb a large prchce, H<rwk<if» 
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fon^ of nations i or of the lani^ (which I (hall die 
than grant^, then was the proclamation againft i 
moft merciful that ever was put oat ; and inflead 
cudng nie as malicious^ nvicked^ and feditious^ it 
have been direftly as guilty of high treafon. 

All I defire is, that the caufe of my country aga 
Wood may not fufFer by any inadvertency of mine, 
ther Ireland depends upon England, or only upoi 
the king, and the law ; I hope no noan will aHei 
it depends upon Mr Wood. I fhould be heartil 
that this commendable fpirit againil me fhould acci 
ly (and what, I hope, was never in^nded) ftrike 
upon that fpirit in all ranks and corporations of 
gainfl the defperate and ruinous defign of Mr Woo^ 
my countrymen blot out thofe parts in my lail letter 
they diflike ; and let do ruft remain on my fword 
the wounds I have given to our moft mortal enemy. 
Sir Charles Sidley was uking the oaths, where 
things were to be r$nouncedi he faid, he loved \ 
cing: a(ked if any more were to be renounced; 
was ready to renounce as much as they pleafed. h. 
I am not fo thorough a renouncer^ yet let rae have b 
city-fecurity againft this peftilent coinage, and I i 
reaciy, not only to renounce every fyllable in all i 
letters, but to deliver them chearfully with my ow; 
into thofe of the common hangman to be burnt - 
better company than the coiner^s effigiesy if any pa 
hath eftaped out of the fecular hands of my &ithful 
the common people. 

But, whatever the fentiments of fome people i 
I think it is agreed that many of thofe who fubfcr 
gaind me, are on the fide of a vad majority in th 
dom, who oppofed Mr Wood*: and it was wit 

fatis 

♦ As the D rapier's letters were written exprcfsly 
W^ood's halfpence, it might well be imag^ed that a pr 
tion againil the author would produce an opinion, tha 
pofe Wood's halfpence was illegal, and fubjedted the 
pains a^d penalties : to prevent fo fatal a miftake, it is 
marked, that many of thofe who fubfcribed the procl; 
were yet /Ircqiious oppofcts o^ "Wowi*^ vxin^^- T^\s 
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idlioo, that I obferved fbme right hMouralU names 
amicably joined with my own at the bottom ofzjlrong 
ration agaxnfl him and his coin. But if the admiffion 
among us be already determined, the worthy perfon 
is to betray me, ought in prudence to do it with all 
mient fpeed ; or elfe it may be difHcuIt to find three 
red pounds Sterling for the difcharge of his hire, when 
ublic (hall have lo(i five hundred thoufand, if there 
much in the nation ; befides four fifths of its annual 
ae for ever. 

im told by lawyers, that in quarrels between man and 
it is of much weight, which of them gave the firft pro- 
ion, or (Iruck the firfl blow. It is manifeft that Mr 
d hath done both : aod therefore I (hould humbly pro- 
to have him firfl bangedy and his drofs thrown into 
sa : after which the drapier will be ready to (land his 
// muji needs he that offences come^ hut nvo un* 
m by nuhom the offence cometb. if Mr Wood had 
his hand^ every body elfe would have held their 
les ; and then there would have been little need of 
hletSf juries y or proclamations upon this pccafion. 
provocation mud needs have been very great, which 
I flir up an obfcure, indolent drapier to become an 
>r. One would almofl think, the vtxyjiones in the 
: would rife up in fuch .a caufe : and I am not fure 
will not do fi againft Mr Wood, if ever he comes 
n their reach. It is a known (lory of the dumb boy, 
b tongue forced a pafTage for (peech by the horror of 
g a dagger at his father's throat. This may leflen 
/onder, that a tradefman hid in privacy and filence 
d cry mty when the life and being of his political mo^ 
are attempted before his face, and by fo infamous a 
Ji. 

It in the mean time Mr Wood the dcftroyer of a king- 
walks about m triumph, (unlefs it be true, that he 
jail for debt), while he who endeavoured to affert 

isyet more explicit in the letter te Lord Middlcton, which ^ 
written foon after thefonrth letter, and intended to be the 

tiiough for feme reasons deferred See the letter to 

I Middleton, and the note prefixed. Ha-wkrf, 
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the liber fy of his country is forced to hide h. 
cafionally dealing in a matter oi controverfy. 
am not the fird, who hath been condemne 
gaining a great victory over a powerful 
obeying for once the ftrid orders of military 
I am now refolved to follow (after the 
log of mankind, becauie it is too late) the a 
by a certain dean *. He (hewed the miftal 
trading to the general good-will of the peop 
fuccccded hitherto better than could be expc 
fome unfortunate circumJiantialtapfevfoyAd 
me within the reach of ponuer : that my g 
would be no fccurity againft thofe nvho luat 
tion of my pen in the hitternef of my foul, 
an inftcince of a pei*fon as innocent, as dif 
as well meaning as myfelf ; who had writte 
fonable and inoffentive treatife, exhorting 
this kingdom to wear their own manufa(5tu 
however the printer was profecuted with x 
lence ; the jury fent back nine times ; and 
up to the mercy of the court. The dean fu 
that I was in a manner left alone to fbnd th 
others, who had ten thoufand times bette 
drapier^ werefo prudent as to lie fh'll ; and j 
it no unpleafant amufement to look on wit 
another was giving them diverjion at the \\\ 
berty and fortune ; and thought they made 
compenfe by a little applaufe : whereupor 
with a fhort ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; v 
demned to the fire on account of his religi 
fchoolboys following him to the flake, an 
they might lofe their fport if he fiiould ha 
would often clap him on the back, and 
Moyfe, {}Ao^t% continue J} edf aft), 

I allow this gentleman's ad\ ice to have I 
and his obfervations juft ; and in one refpci 
is worfe than that of the Jew : for no r< 

* The author is fuppofed to mean himfelf. 
t The author m«ais himfelf again ; In thedifcc 
jpcopJc of Jrebai tJ wear their own roaniifadtur 
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fine mem "However, it (hould feero by fame late prccoid- 
\ngs^ that my (htte is not altogether deplorable. I'lui, I 
can impate to nothing but th€ (ieadinefs of /ii;^ impartial 
^and juries : which hath confirmed in me an opinion I 
have long entertained ; that, as philofophers fay, virtue 
nfeated in the middle ; fo in another fenfe, the little vir- 
tu left in the world is diiefly to be found among the mid' 
die rank of mankind, who are neither allured out of her 
paths by ambition ^ nor driven by poverty. 

Since the proclamation occasioned by my laft letter, and 
ft due preparation for proceeding againd me in a codrt of 
jufficc, there have been two printed papers chndeflincly 
fpread about ; whereof no man is able to trace the origi- 
nal, further than by conjedlure ; which, with its ufual cha-i 
rity, lays them to my account. The former is in titled, 
^afinahle advice^ and appears to have been intended for 
information of the grand jury, upon the fuppofition of a 
bill to be prepared againft that letter. The other is an ex- 
trad from a printed book of parliamentary proceedings, in 
the year 1680 ; containing an angry refolution of the 
' boufe of Commons in England againft dijfolving grand jw 
\ ties. As to the former, your Lordfhip will find it to be 
the work of a more artfiil hand than that of a common 
irapier. It hath been cenfured for endeavouring to influ- 
ence the minds of a jury, which ought to be wholly free 
ind unbiafTed ; and for that reafon // // manifejly that no 
iidge was ever known, either upon or offxh^ bench, either 
By bimfel/ox his dependents, to ufe the leajl infinuation^ 
<hat nught pofEbly afFedt the paffions or interefls of any 
one (ingle juryman, much lefs of a whole jury ; wheredF 
crery man muR be convinced, who will jud give himfelf the 
froQble to dip into the common printed trials : fo as it is 
ftoazing to think, what a number of upright judges there 
have been in both kingdoms for above Jixty years pafi ; 
*iuch, confidering how long they held their ofliccs during 
fitajure, as they Jlill do among us *, I account next to a 

mracie, 

I • Perhaps this may account for Whitflied^s condu<El. Sec the 
I We« prefixed to the prof ofal for th^ Jole ufe of Jnih mauufa^tres, 
• «JdfQperaddcJ to iht J eafonaVU advice to the ^and ]ury, both in 
I tkli volume. 

VoL.m. I ^.\ 
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As to the other paper, I mud confefs it is a (harp o 
fure from an Englifh houfe of Commons zg^lnSk dijoh 
grand juries by any judge before the end of the term, 
iizes, or feflions, while matters are under their confide 
tion and not prefented, as arbitrary, illegal, defbud 
to public juflice, a manifefl violation of his oath, and 
a means to fubvert the fundamental laws of the kingdc 

However, the publifher feems to have been Riiftakei 
what he aimed at. For whatever dependence there o 
be of Ireland upon England, I hope he would not infli 
ate, that the proceedings of a lord chief jujiice in IreL 
mull depend upon a rejoluiion of an Engliih houfe of Cc 
mons. Befides that refdutlony although it were level 
againd a particular lord chief jufHce, Sir William Scroj 
yet the occafion was diredly contrary* .For Scroggs < 
Johed the grand Jury of London for fear thtj Jhould^ 
fent ; but ours in Dublin was dijfolved becaufe they wo 
not prefent ; which 'wonderfully alters the cafe, A 
therefore a fecond grand jury (applied that defedl by i: 
king a prefentment * that pledfed the nvhole kingdom. He 
ever, I think it is agreed by all parties, that both the ( 
and the other jury behaved themfelves in fuch a mano 
as ought to be remembered to their honour, while th' 
(hall be any regard left amon^ us for. virtue or public J^ 
n't. 

I am confident your Lord{Kip will be of my fentim^ 
in one thing ; that fome fhert. plain authentic tra^t mi] 
be publifhed for the informadon both of petty and gn 
juries^ how far their power reacheth, and where it is 
mited ; and that a printed copy of fuch a treatifc mij 
be depoiited in every court to be confulted by the ju 
men, before they confider of their verdifl ; by which 
bundance of inconveniencies would be avoided, whcr 
innumerable inftances might be produced from fom 
times ; becaufe I will fay nothing of the prefent, 

I have read fomewhere of an eajlern king, who pui 
judge to death for an iniquitous fentence ; and ordered 
hide to be Jiuffed into a^cujljion, and placed upon the t 
bunal for the fon to fit on, who was preferred to his 



♦ Sec the prefentment immediately preceding this letter. 

th€ 



LETTER V. ,103 

ler's office. I fancy, fuch a memorial might not have 
ren unnfeful to a fon of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
)th he and his fucceflbrs would often nvrigg/e in their 
atSy as long as the cujlnon lafled : I wifh the relator had 
•Id us what number of fuch cuflmm there might.be in 
at country. 

1 cannot bot obferve to your Lordfhip, how nice and how 
ingerous a point it is grown, for a private perfon to in- 
rm the people, even in an affair where the public inter- 
l and fafety are fo highly concerned as that of Mr Wood ; 
id this in a country where loyalty is luoven into tke very 
'arts of the people^ feems a little extraordinary. Sir 
/iliiam Scroggs was the iirft who introduced that coin* 
endahle acutenefs into the courts of judicature ; but how 
T this practice hath been imitated by his fuccefTors, or 
rained upon octafony is out of my knowledge. \\'hen 
imphlets unpleafng to the tKiniJiry were prelcnted as li- 
ds, he would order the oflenfive paragraphs to be read 
efore him ; and faid it was flrange, that the judges and 
iwycrs of the hn^s bench fhould be duller than* all the 
eople of England : and he was often fo very happy in ap- 
lying the initial letters of names, and expounding dubious 
intsy (the two common expedients among writers of that 
lafs for efcaping the law), that he difcovercd much more 
ban ever the authors intended ; as many of them, or then: 
nAters, found to their coft;. If fuch methods are to be 
bllowed in examining what I have already written, or may 
mte hereafter, upon the fubje<5t of Mr Wood, I'defy a- 
ly man of fifty times my underflanding and caution to a- 
Foid being int rapped: unlefs he will be content to write 
urhat none will read, by repeating over the old arguments 
ind computations^ whereof the world is already grown 
veary. So that my good friend Harding lies under this 
dilemma ; either to let my learned mwrks hang for ever 
a-drying upon his lines, or venture te publifh them at 
ibe hazard of being laid by the heeh. 

I need not tell your Lordftiip where- the difficulty lies t 
it is true, that the King and the laws permit us to refufe 
tlus cdinof Mr' Wood; but at the fame time it is equal* 
jy mie, that the King and the laws permit us to receive 
tt. Now> h b^are/jf /fofhlei that the mitiJlw^ \a ^^^ 
1.2. \wA^v 
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land may not fuppofe the conlequeDces of uttertDg dia 
brafs amoDg us to be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; be 
caufe perhaps, if they underilood it in that light, die 
would in common humanity ufe their credit with his Mi 
jefty for faving a moft loyal kingdom from deftruUm 
But as long as it (hall pleafe thofe great perfons to thid 
that coin will not be fo very pernicious to us, we lie uiMki 
the difadrantage of being cenfured as obftinate in not con 
. plying with a royal patent. Therefore nothing rcmaiii 
but to make ufe of that liberty ^ which the King and dv 
ianjjs have left us, by continuing to refufe this coin; aid 
by frequent remembrances to keep up that ipirit raiM 
againfl it, which, otherwife may be apt to flag, and perhafi 
in time to Cnk altogether. For any public order a&ainft re* 
ceiving or uttering Mr Wood's halfpence is notreafonabljtt 
be expelled in this kingdom without directions from £o^ 
land ; which I think nobody prefumes, or is fo fangoine to 
hope. 

But to confefs the trnth, my Lord, I begin to ,^roii 
weary of my office as a' writer; and could heartily viA 
it were devolved upon my brethren^ the makers of/ot^s 
and ballads^ who perhaps are the beft qualified at prefcnt 
to gather up the gleanings of this controverfy. As to my 
felf^ it hath been my misfortune to begin, and purfue it up* 
on a wrong foundation. For, having detected the fraodi 
and falfehoods of this vile impoftor Wood in every parti 
.1 foolifhly difdained to have recourfe to luhining^ lamenh 
ingi and crying for mercy ; but rather chofe to af^lta 
law and liberty, and t^e common rigbts oj mankind^ with- 
out confidering the climate I was in. 

Since your lafl refidence in Ireland, I frequently have 
taken my nag to ride about your grounds ; where I ^ndd 
myfelf to feel an air ^i freedom breathing round me.; 
and I am glad the low condition of a tradefman did not 
qualify me to wait on you at your houfe ; for then, I am 
afraid, my writings would not have efcaped feverer een* 
fures. But I have lately fold my nag, and hooeiUy ToU 
his greatefl fault, which was that of ihuffing up the ail 
about Brackdenftowa ; whereby he became fuch a lofo 
of liberty, that I could fcarcebold hiq;i in. .I.bave like* 
wife buried at tbebQUomof ^tfcwi^dbftft ijQ^r.Lordfhip'i 
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ritiogs under a heap of others that treat of liberty: 
d fpread over a layer or two of Hobbs, Filmer, Bodin^ . 
d many more authors of that ftamp^ to be readied at 
od» whenever I fball ^be tiifp^ed^o take up^ imu Jet 

principles io .government w^ Id thelnean time I debgn > 
ietly to look to my fhop^ and keep as far out of your 
^rdihip't influence as poffible : and< if you ever fee any 
>re 01 my writings on this fubjedt, I promife yon (hall ' 
d them.as-iliifocedty.'^ kiiipid, and without a (ting, as 
lat I havenowjoffisred you^ . Bat^ if. your Lord(hip will \ 
:afe to give .me an eafy leafe of fome part of your eftate 

Yorkfhire, thither \(all I <:arry my cbeft : and turning 
npiide 4own, regime my political reading where 1 left 
*; feed on plain homely fare, and live and. die a free 
oeft EdgKih farmer ; butnc^ without regret for leaving 
J aiUBtrymen under tht dread of the brazen talons of 
r Wood: my'moft loyal and innocent countrymen; to . 
horn I owe lb nxich for their good opinion of me, and \ 
V poot endfeaVburs to ferve them. I am, with the great-. 
I rdpca, , 

MyLord^. 

Tour Lordjhtp^s 

fnoft ohedlent - 

and moft humble fervant^ 



rom my. (hop in = M, B, 

St Francis ftreet, 
Dec. 14. 1724. 



Tlefipttpers (for the iix and feVenth letters vjere not fullijb^ 
i tiU long afterwardtj prevailed, noimthjianding threats, profe*, 
^ftms, and m^Jbtmieut, againfl all ibe- mfluence of power and 
M iU artifices ofcufimng: perfons cf every rank and every fed 
nited Vfith Ibe drafter in the common caufe, his health tvas a per- 
ftual toaft, and his efigles vtere difplayed in every flreet; "Wood 
Ml compelled to witbdram his patent, and his halffence isere to- 
^7jif/fr^e^: 

/a 



A LETTER to the Lord C3iancdIor 

MiDDLETOK*. 



Writtea in the year 1724* 



[By many paflages iir the following letter, and by the ditr 
0€t. 6 1724, it appears to have been written foon after die pro- 
clamation againft the drapier for his fourth letter, and before tte 
lury had thrown out the biH of hididiment. At this crifispo- 
haps the Dean did not chufe to refume a chara^er which wm 
become obnosdous, and therefore wrote in hifr own i the oi^ 
nal was figned mth his name, though it appeared to have beet 
obliterated by another hand : for fome reafon the publiatkiB 
of it was delayed, and it vn^ firft printed in an edition of the 
Dean's works publllhed at Dublin in 1 7B5 • This however U not 
the only reafon why it is placed after the fifth letter ; for the 
fifth letter appears to have been fubftituted in Its ftead, and not 
intended to follow it. The fourth letter both in tliis and m the 
fifth, is called the lajl ; which could not have happened if bodi ' 
had been parts of the fame ferres. 

The reader will now eafily account for thofe paflages in the 
fixth, by which the profecution againft Harding api>ears to be 
depending, though in the fifth it is mentioned as paft.] 



My Lord, 

IDcfire you will confider me as a member, who comei 
in at the latter end of a debate ; or as a lawyer, who 
fpeaks to a caufe, when the matter hath been sdmoft ex- 
haufled by thofe who fpoke before. n 

I remember fome mtonths ago I was at your houfe npoi 
a commifHoD, where I am one of the governors; but I went 
thither not fo nweh on account of the commi/Kon, as to 

I * He /j^ncd the prodamatioh asaisvH the Dta^ier. Ea-wH* 
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)me qoeftions concerning Mr Wood's patent to 
ence for Ireland; where you very freely told me - 
[ company, how much you had been always againft 
id project *; which valfedin me an'tfteem for 
9 that I went in a few days to nuke you a vifit af- 
ny years intermiifion.. I am likewife told^ that 
vrote two letters from London, (one of which I 
), impowering thofe to whom they were diredll* 
jre his friends, that, whereas there wasamalict- 
: fpread of bis engaging himfelf to Mr Walpole 
thoufand pounds of Wood's coin to be received 
, the faid report was falfe and groundlefs; tnd 
i^er difcourfed with that minifler on this fabje£k» 

ever give his confent to have one farthing of the 
current here. And although it be long fince I 
1 myfelf the trouble of converfing with people of 
Nations; yet I have been told by thofe who can 
ith fuch amufements, that there is not a confider* 
1 of the kingdom fcrupulous in any fort to declare 
3. But all this is needlefs to alledge, when we 
that the ruinous confequences of Wood's- patent 

fo flrongly reprefented by both houfes of par- 
by the privy council; the Lord Mayor and alder- 
»ublin ; by fo many corporations ^ and the con- 
f the principal gentlemen in moft counties at their 
k)DS, without any regard to party,, religion, or 

ode from hence, that the currency of theft half- 
ild in the univerfal opinion of our people be ut- 
udive la this kingdom; and^confequently that 

man's duty not only to refufe this coin himfelf, 
r as in him lies, to perfuade others to do the 

whether this be. done in private or in print, is 
; as no layman is forbidden to write, or to dif- 
)n religious or moral. fubjeds, although he may 
In a pulpit (at lead in our church). Neither is 
'air of flate, until authority ihall think fit to de- 

viiJdlcton. though he figned the proclamation againft 
, W.IS yet an enemy to Wood's projeft, as ^i^^tw* b^ 
^dges in this letter, Havikef* 



dm it fa: «riF jnmihould^underftaMl It il^thtfTcljl,. 
]f€t you wilhpleaLfe to codfider, that I am botAOWpreadK 

Tlkerefora 1 do-Aidk it my doty, fiiice thc-dfVj^'^A] 
•probably (be no more heard of^ fo far ro fcipply 'his pla^J 
as not to mcur hi& fortone ; for I have learned fi'Otti oBS, 
texperienee, that there are times wherein a man otfglte'fB* 
■be cautious as well.as hmocent. I therefore hope, thfc; 
preferving both thofe charadtersr I may be alloired, by itf- ' 
feriag new arguments or enforcing old ones, to refrdh-tkfej 
-memory of ray fcllow-fubje^te, . and keep up that 'gw 
■fpirit raiTed among them to prefcrte thenifeli^s from ortir^ 
rain by lawful means, and fuch as are permitted -by lihj 
Majefty. 

I believe you<will pleafc to allow me two propofitiomti 
firft, that we are a moil loyal people; and fecdndly, thiti 
we are a free people, in the common acceptation of duit^ 
word applied to a fubje^ under a limited tnonarch. i 
know, very well, that you and I did many years ago iodif 
x»urfe differ much in the prefence of Lord Wharton about 
the meaning of that word liker/y wth . relation toslrdabd.* 
■But if you Tiril] not allow us to be a free people, there is on- 
ly .another appellation left, which, I doubt, my Lord Chirf 
Judiee Whitihed would call me to account for, if I ven- 
ture toheftow: for I obfenred (and I ihall never IbrgA 
upon what occafioa) the device upon his coach to be lir- 
her t as et natale foluiUy at the very point,of time when ht 
was fitting in his court, and perjuring himfelf to betray 
both *. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his prefcnt Majefty ; if it 
liath ever been equalled in any other part of his dominions, 
I am fure it hath never been exceeded : and I am confident 
fee hath not a rainifter in England, who could ever, call \\ 
once in queftion ; but that fomehard rumours at lead have 
been tranfmitted from t'other fide the water, I fappofe you 
will not doubt : and rumours of the fevereft kind ; which 
many good people have imputed to the indire<5l proceeding 
of Mr Wood and his emiflaries : as if he endeavoured it 
ihould be thought, that our loyalty depended upon the tefl 

^ Seethe addrejs tohthhouf^i •f J«rUanieirt,Vs^l.V^,dra$«f. 
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'efufiog or tiklng bis copper. Now, as I am fure yxm 
[ admit a» to be a loyal people ; fo you will tbink it 
iooable in us to hope for all proper marks of favour and 
te^oD from fo gracious a King, tbat a loyal and free 
p]e can expeA : among wbicb, we all agree in reckon- 
this to be one» tbat Wood's halfpence may never have 
raoce into this kingdom. And this we fhall continue to 
&, when we dare no longer exprefs our wishes : although 
re were no fuch mortal as, a draper in the world. 
[ am heartily forry, that any writer fbould, in a caufe fo 
erally approved, give ocodion to the government and 
ndl to charge him with * *< paragraphs highly refled- 
iig upon bis Majefly and his minifiers ; tending to alie<- 
sate the a&Aions of his good fubjedls in England and 
Ireland from each other \ and to promote fedition among 
che people." I muft confefs, that with many others I 
Qght he meant well ; although he might have the fail- 
of better writers, to be not always fortunate in the 
oner of expreiEng himfelf. 

Howeyer, . iinc« the drupUrM but one man, I Aiall 
Ilk I do a public ieryice by aflerting, that the refl </i 
cotmtrymen are wholly free l from learning out fX his 
opUets to reflet on the Kiog.or his minifters, and to 
1^ fedition. 

[ folenoMly dedare, tbat I never onoe heard the leaft re- 
gion cad upon the King on the fiibje6); of Mr Wood's 
: for in many difcourfes on this matter, I do not re- 
tnber his Majefly -s' name to be fo-imdi as mentioned* 
to the miniftry in England, the only two perions hint* 
at were the Duke of Grafton and Mr WaJpoIe^ The 
Bier, as I have heard you and a hundred others a£nn, 
jared, that he never (aw the patent in favour of Mr 
lod, before it was paflTed, although he was. then Lord 
ntenant; and therefore I iuppofe every' body believes, 
t his Grace hath been wholly oiicoacenKd ta it ever 

Mr Walpole was indeed fuppofed to be underftood by 

letter W. in feverai news-papers; where it is faid 

t fome expreffions fell from him not very favourable 

• In the ^<^/^/4tb let(er. 
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to the people of Ireland ; fer the truth of whi 
kingdom is not to anfwer, any more than for tl 
cretion of the publifhers. You obferve, the t 
wholly clears Mr Walpole of this charge by very 
arguments ; and fpeaks of him with civility. I cam 
»y myfelf to have been often prefent, where the a 
gave their opinion that Mr Walpole favoured Mr > 
projedh, which I always contradicted ; and for n 
part, never once opened my lips againft that miniftei 
in mixed or particular meetings: and my reafon : 
refervedncfs was ; becaufe it pleafed, him in the i 
time, (I mean Queen Anne, of ever bkffed memo 
make a fpeech direftly againft me by name in the h 
Commons, as I was told a very few minutes aftei 
court oirequejls by more than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great ftation here, (if ar 
here may be called great), cannot be ignorant, th; 
ever is underftood by public voice tabe chief minift 
among the general talkers fhare the blame, whethc 
or no, of every thing that is difliked ; which I coc 
ly make appear in many inftances from my own kno 
vhile I was in the world % and particularly in the 
the * gceateft, the wifeftv and the moft uncorrupt 
1 ever converfed with. 

Bttt, whatever unpleafing opinion fome people 
conceive of Mr Walpole on account of thofe ha 
I dare boldly af&rm it was entirely owing to Mr 
Many perfons ©f credit come from England have \ 
to me and others, that tiiey have feen letters ur 
hand full of arrogance and infolence towards Irela 
boafting of his favour with Mr Walpole ; which i 
probable ; becaufe he reafonably thought it for h 
eft to fpread fuch a report, and becaufe it is the 
talent of low and little fpirits, to baye a great, mai 
perpetually in tkeir mouths. 

Thus I have fufRciently.juftified the people of 
from learning any bad lefTon out of the drapidr 
phlets with regard to his Majefty and his minifte 
thercfore> ifniiofe papers were intended to fow fe< 

* Suppofid to he the Lord Treafunr Oxford. 
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ong va, God b^ thaDked the feeds have fallen upon a 
ry improper foil. 

As to alieoatiDg the affedlioas of the people of England 
id Ireland from each* other ; I believe the drapUr^ 
hatever his intenuons were, hath left that matter jufl as 
: foand it. 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in country 
in town ; and therefore take myfelf to be as well in- 
rmed as mod men in the difpoOtions of each people to- 
irds the other. By the people I undeftand here, only 
e bulk of the common people ; and I defire no lawyer 
ay diflort or extend my meaniag. 
There is a vein of induftry and parCmony, that run* 
rough the whole people of England, which added to the 
finefs of their rents makes them rich and fturdy. As to 
eland, they know little more of it than they do of Mexi- 
\ ; farther than that it is a country fubjedl to the King of 
Qgland, full of bogs, inhabited by wild Irifh Papiftsy who 
c kept in awe by mercenary troops fent from thence : and 
icir general opinion b, that it were better for England 

this whole ifland were funk into the fea : for they 
pre a tradition, that every forty years there muft be 
rebellion in Ireland. I have feen the groiTeft fuppofi- 
ons pafs upon them ; that the ii;//^ Irifh were taken in 
nls ; but that in fome time they would grow fo tame, as 
} eat out of your hands : I have been afked by hundreds, 
od particularly by my neighbours your tenants at Pepper- 
ara, whether I had come from Ireland by fea : and upon 
[ic arival of an Irifh 7nan to a country-town, I have known 
rouds coming about him, and wondering to fee him look 
b much better than themfelvcs. 

A gentleman now in Dublin afRrms, that pafling fome 
Donths ago through Nort^^'^mpton, and finding the whole 
iown in a lurry, with bells, bonfires, and ilJumlnations ; 
ipon afking the caufe, he was told, it was for joy that 
ie Irifh had fubmitted to receive Wood's halfpence. 
Phis, I think, plainly iliews what fentiraents that large 
town hath of us ; and how little they made it tlieir own 
ttfc ; although they lie diredly in our way to London* 
iTjd therefore cannot but be fre^^uently convinced that we 
uve human fhapes. 
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As to the people of this kingdom, they confift ekber 
of Irtfh Papfjis, who are as inconGderable in point of 
power, as the women and children ; or of Engliih Prt* 
t{fta»tfj who love their brethren of that kbgdom^, al- 
though they may poffibly fometimes complain when they 
think they are hardly ufed : however, I confefs I do oot 
(ee that it is of anjr great confequence, how their perfoo- 
al affe^ions ftand to each other, while the fea dividei 
them, and while they continue in their loyalty to the fame 
prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether thofe from 
England have reafon to complain, when they come hither 
in purfuit of their fortunes ? or, whether the people of 
Ireland have reafon to boaft, when they go to England up- 
on the fame defign ? 

My fccond propofition was, that we of Ireland arc i 
free people : this, I fuppofe, you will allow, afieaft with- 
certain limitations remaining in your own breaft. How- 
ever, I am fure it is not criminal to affirm ; becaule the 
words /Jberty znd property, as applied to the fubjedl, arc 
often mentioned in both houfes of parliament, as well as 
in yours and other courts below : from whence it muft fol- 
low, that the people of Ireland do, or ouglft to enjoy all the 
benefits of the common and ftatute law ; fuch as to be 
tried by juries, to pay no money without their own coo- 
fent as reprefented in parliament, and the like. If this be 
fo, and if it be univerfally agreed, that a free people can* 
not by law be compelled to take any money in payment, 
except gold and filvcr ; I do not fee why any man (hoald 
be hindered* from cautioning his countrymen againft this 
coin of William Wood ; who is endeavouring by fraud to 
rob us of that property, which the laws have fecured, if 
I am miftaken, and this copper can be obtruded on us, I 
would put the drapler's cafe in ;.nother light by fuppoiingi 
that a perfon going into his (hop fhould agree for thirty 
(hillings worth of goods, and force the feller to take his 
payment in a parcel of copper-pieces intrinfically not worth 
above a crown : I defire to know whether the drapier 
would not be actually robbed of ^\c and twenty fhillings ; 
and how far he could be faid to be mafter of his property ? 
The fame queftion may be applied to rents and debts on bond 
or mortgage, and to all kinid of commerce whatfoever. 

*Gvxe 
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: me leave to do what the drapier hath done more 
ice before me ; which is, to relate the naked fa<5t, 
iids in the view of the world. 
William Wood, £fq; and hardwaretnan, obtains by 

patent in England to can 108,000 /. in copper to 
Ireland, leaving us liberty to take or torefufe. The 
here, in all forts of bodies and rcprefentativcs, do 
and iaeartily declare, that they wrU not accept this 
:o juftify thefe declarations they generally offer two 

; iit^i becaufe by the words of the patent they 
: to their own choice ; and fecondly, becaufe they 
t ohiiged by law : fo that you £^ there is helium 
nrutv-, a kingdom -on one fide, and William Wood 

other. And if Mr Wood gets the vidory at the 
e of Ireland's ruin, and the profit cf one or two 
d thoufand pounds (I mean by continuing and coun- 
ng as long as he lives) for himfelf ; I doubt, both 

and future ages wiU at lead think it a ^ery fingular 

liis fad be truly ftated, I muft -confcfs, I look upon 
y duty, fo far as God hath enabled me, and as long 
ep within the bounds of truth, of duty, and of de- 
to warn my fellow-fubjecfls, as they value their king, 
3untry, and aU that ought or can be dear to them, 

admit this pernicious coin ; no -not ^ much as one 
halfpenny. For, if one (ingle thief forces the 
it is in vain to talk of keeping out the whole crew 

. while I (hall be thus employed, I will never give 
leave to fuppofe that what I fay can eitlier offend 
rd Lieutenant *, whofe perfon and great qualities! 
[ways highly rcfpedcd (as I am fure his Excellency 
: n>y witnefe), or the ipiniller^ in England, with 

1 have nothing to do, or they with me ; much lefs 
''vy council here ; who, as I am informed, did fend 
refs to his Majefty againft Mr Wood's coin ; which 
e a miftake, I defire I may not be accufed for a 
zv of faMe news : but I confefs, I am fo great aflran- 
affaits, that, for any thing I know, the whole body 

rd Carteret, mtv Earl Granville. 

.lU. K t!R 
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ef the council may ilnce have been changed : and ahbougb 
I obfenred fome of the very fame names in a late dedan- 
tion agaiod that coin, which I faw fubfcribed to the pro* 
clamation againft the drapier^ yet poffibly they may be 
different perfons : for they are utterly unknown to m^ 
and are Hke to continue fo. 

In this controverfy, where the reafoners on each fide 
are divided by St George's channel, his Majefty's preroga- 
tive perhaps would not have been mentioned, if Mr Wood 
and his advocates had not made it neceAary by giving OQt| 
tliat the currency of his coin (houid be enforced by a pro* 
clamation. The traders and common people of the king- 
dom were heartily willing to refufe this coin ; but the fear 
of a proclamation brought along widi \x. moft dreadfiil ap- 
prehenfions, It was therefore abfolutely necefTary for the 
dr^pier to remove this difficulty ; and accordingly in one 
of his former pamphlets he produced invincible arguments, 
- (where-ever he picked them up), that the King's prerogative 
was not at all concerned in the matter ; fince the law had 
fufficiently provided againft any coin to be impofed on the 
fubjedt, except gold and filver; and that copper is not 
money, but, as it hath been properly called, nummorm 
famulus. 

The three former letters from the drapier having npt 
received any public cenfure, 1 look upon them to be with- 
out exception ; and that the good people of the kingdom 
ought to read them often in order to keep up that f]^ 
raifed againft this deftrudlive coin of Mr Wood. As foi 
this laft letter, againft which a proclamation is iHued ; 1 
fhall only fay, that I could wifh it were ftripped of all 
that can be any way exceptionable ; which I would ool 
think it below me to undertake, if my abilities were equal; 
but being naturally fomewhat flow of comprehenCon, nc 
lawyer, and apt to believe the beft of thofe who profcfs 
good deCgns without any vifible motive either of profit oi 
honour ; I might pore for ever, without diftinguifhing th< 
cockle from the com. 

That which I am told gives the greateft oftcnce in thi 
li^ letter * is, where the drapier affirms, that if a rebel- 

• LciiQx 4. See the note ptefixtd lo lUskt^tcr. 
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lion (hould prove fo fucccfsful, as to ^x the frete/tdtfr c* 
the throne of England, he would venture fo far to tranf- 
grefs the Irifh flaiute, which unites Ireland to England un- 
der one king, as to lofe every drop of his blood to hinder 
him from being king of Ireland. 

I (hall not prefume to vindicate any naaft, who openly 
declares be would tranfgrefs a flatute, and a flatute of fucli 
importance : but, with the n)o(l humble fubmiflion and dc- 
fire of pardon for a very innocent midake, 1 fiiould be apt 
to chink, that the loyal intention of the writer might be 
at lead fomc ihiall extenaation of his crime : for io this 
1 confefs myfelf lo think with the drapier, 

I have not been hitherto told of any other obje<flions r*- 
^amft that pamphlet ; but I fuppoie they will all appear at 
the profecution of the drapier. And I think, whoever ia 
Ills own confciecce belie\'es the faid pamphlet to be ou/V- 
kid and maUciouf^ feditlous and fcandalons ^ highly rsfleSi^ 
ing upon his Mdjejty and his minijiersy &c. would do well 
to diicoTer the author^ (as litde a friend as I am to the 
trade of informers), although the reward of 300 /. had not 
been tacked to the difcovery. I own, it would be a great 
fatisfatSHon to me to hear the arguments not only of jud- 
fcs, but of lawyers upon this cafe. Bccaufe you cannot 
but know, there often happen occafions, wherein it would 
be very convenient, that the bulk of the people fliculd ht 
infarroed how they ought to condufl thenifelves ; and 
dierefore it hath been the wifdom of the Englifli parlia- 
ments to be very referved m limiting the prefs. When a 
bill is debating in either houfe of parliament, there nothing 
is more afual, than to have the controverfy handled by 
pamphlets on both fides> without the lead animadverfion 
■pon the authors^ 

So here, in the cafe of Mr Wood and his coin ; fince 
the two houfes gave their opinion by addrefTes, how dan • 
gcrous the currency of that copper would be- to Ireland, ic 
was without all queiHon both lawful and convenient, that 
the bulk of the people (hould be let more particularly in- 
to the nature of the danger they were in, and of the reme-- 
dies that were in their own power, if they would have the 
fcnfe to apply them ; and this cannot be more convenient- 
ly done, cizao by paruculsir perfons, to viUoia Go^ W\>k 
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gWen zeal and underflanding fufHcient for fuch an underta- 
king. Thus it happened in the cafe of that deflrufiiTe 
proje^ for a bank in Ireland, which was brought into parr i 
lament a few years ago ; and it was allowed, that the ar« \ 
guraents and writings of fome without dc^rs contributed 
Tcry much to rejedl it. 

Now» I fhoukl be heartDy glad, if fome able lawyers 
would prefcribe the limits, how far a private man may veii» J 
•ture in delivering his thoughts upon public matters : becauie ' 
K true lover of his country may think it hard to be a quiet 1 
liander-by, and an indolent looker-on, whik a public error i 
prevails, by which a whole nation may be ruined. Every 
man who enjoys property, hath fome (hare in the public; | 
and therefore the care of the public is in fome degree ever; { 
foch man's concern. . j 

To come to particulars ; I could wifh to know, wheAcr ' 
it be utterly uolawful in any writer {o much as to mentioa i 
the prerogative ; at leafl fo far as to bring it into doubt 
upon any point whatfoever. I know it is often debated in 
\Veftmin(!er-hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other 
eminent lawyers, do freq^uently handle that fubjefl in their 
books. 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends to force cob 
upon the fubje<5l, which is not Sterling ; fuch as lead, brafsj; 
copper, mixed metal, (hells, leather, or any othernoaterial; 
aod fix upon it whatever denomination the crowa (hall think 
fit? 

Thirdly t What is really and truly meant by that pfarafe 
of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ireland^ and wbercift 
that dependency con(i(leth ? 

LajUy, In what points relating to liberty and property 
the people of Ireland differ, or at ieaft ought to differ, from 
thofe of England. 

' If thefe particulars were made fo clear, that none could 
mldake thera, it would be of in(Tmte ea(e and ufe to the 
kingdom ; and either prevent or (ilence all difcontents. 

My Lord Somraers> the greatdl man I ever knew of 
your robe, and whofe thoughts of Ireland differed, as far 
«i3 heaven and eart4i, from, thofe of ibme others among hk' 
brethren here, lamented to me, that the prerogative of the 
ceo mi or the privileges of jjatlusaaaut ftiQuld ever be liable 



(fpUte in any Gngle Branch of either ; by which means,* 
faid, the ]public oftea fnffcred great inctfnveniencitb, 
reof he ga\Te me feveral inftandes. 1 produce the au- 
Tty of fo eitixneot a pierfon to jiiftify my defires, that 
e high points might be cleared. 
*or want of fuch known afcertaihment how far a writer 
' proceed in expre(£ng hisf good wifhes for his coun- 
a perfon of the moft innocent intentions may poflibly 
the oratory. and conwnents of lawyers be charged with 
ly crimes^ which from his very foul he abhors ; and 
fcquently may be ruined in his fortones, and left to rot 
mg thieves in fome (Hnking jail, merely for miflaking 
purlieus of the law. I have known in my lifetime a 
Iter profecutcd and con'vifted for psnblifliing a panH 
et *, where the author's intentions, lam confident, 
-e as good and innocent as thofe of a martyr at his 
: prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my duty, 
ach to the people under my infpe^ion upon the fub- 
\ of Mr Wood's coin ; and although I never heard 
It my fermon gave the leaft offence, as I am furc 
nc was intended, yet, if it were now printed and pu- 
(hed, I cannot f^y, I would infure it from the hands 
the common hangman, or my own- perfon from thofe 
a mefFcnger. 

I have heard the late Chief Jnft ice Hok a/Tirm, that in 
criminal cafes the mod favourable interpretation fhould 
put upon words that they 6in ^offibly bear. Ycu meet 
; fame pofirion jilTertcd ,in mahy trials for the greateft 
mes ; though often very ill piradlifed by the perpetual 
TDpiion of judges. And I remember at a trial in Ktnt> 
ere Sir George Rook was indidled for calling a gentlc- 
n knave and villain, the la^i^er for the defaida7it brought 
his clicirt by alledging, that the words were not inju- 
us; for knave in the old and true Cgnification imported 
y a fervant ; and villain in Latin, is vtiJ/cus, which ir 
more than i man employed in country-labour, or rather 
ailey. 
If Sir John H6k*s opinion were a ftandard maxim for 

Suppqfed to he, A proffO&J ICqt the umveial Vkk «l^ \fv^^x^" 
inures, -writitn-fytheMthor. 

JK3 ^\ 
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all times, and circi;mftances, any writer with a very finaU 
meafure of difcretion might eafily be (afe ; bat I doobt m 
pra6tice it hath been freq^uently controlled, at lead before 
his time : for I take it to be an old rule in law. 

I have ready or heard, a pafTage of Sigpor Let! an Ita^ 
lian ; who- being in London, bufying himfelf with writing 
the hiftory of England, told King Charles II. that he eo? 
deavoured as mudb as he could to. avoid giving offence, bat 
found it a thing impof^ible,, ^though he (hould have beak 
as wile as. Solomon. The king anifwerecl, that if thii 
were the cafe, he had better employ his time in. writing 
proverbs as Solomon did: but Leti lay under no public 
ncceffity of writing ; neither would England have bee& 
one halfpenny the better or the worfe, whether he writ 
or no. 

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readily be ob- 
jected. What have private men to do with the public £ 
what call had a drapier to turn poFitician, to meddlie is 
matters of ftate ? would not his time have been better 
employed in Tooking to his (hop ; or his pen in writing 
proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands^ and wonders? h& 
wonid then have been out of all danger of proclamations^ 
and profccutions. Have we not able magiflrates and 
counfellbrs hourly watching over the public weal ? All 
this may be true: and yet when the addreffes firom both 
houfes of parliament againft Mr Wood's halfpence failed. 
of fuccefs, if fome pen had not been employed to in- 
form the people how far tliey might legally proceed in. 
refudng that, coin, to dete(fk the fraud,, the artifice, and 
infolence of the. coiner, and to lay open the moft. ruinous. 
confequences to the whole kingdonj, which would inevi^. 
tably follow from the curren/:y of the faid coin, I might 
appeal to many hundred thoufand people, whether any one. 
of them would ever have had the courage or fagadty ta 
Tt^ixk it. 

If this copper (hould bcgjn- to make its. way among the. 
common ignorant people, we are inevitably undone. It 
is they who give us the greateft appreheniion,. being 
eafily frighted, and greedy to fwallow mi(ihformations :. 
for, if every man were wife enough to i^nderfland his own 
htcrcff, which is every m^s ^t\iic\^?3l ft>3A^V "^^^w 
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no need of pamphlets upon this occafion: buti, 
(land, I have thovgfat it abfolutely necQ&ry^ 
duty ta God, my King, and my country,, to in- 
people, that the prodamation' lately iflued a- 
drapier doth not in the lead affed the cafe of 
I and hi» coin ;, but only refeiS! to certain para*^ 
the drapieff^ \sSk pamphlet *^ (not immediatel}!^ 
his fubj^A, noF at all to the merits^ of the. 
hich. the government was pleafed to diflike ; foi 
man has the fame liberty to reje^^j^ to- write,, 
^clare againft this coin» which, he had before i, 
any man obliged to. believe, that thofe honour- 
ns (whereof you are the firft) who (igned tha^ 
e proclamation ag^nft the drapier^ have at alL 
heir opinions with, regard, to Mx Wood,, oc his-. 

ore concluding, myfelf to be tHus fer upon a fafs; 
bot, I (hall continue upon any proper occa(ion», 
ables me, to revive and preferve that fpirit rai* 
: nation (whether the real author were a reat 
* no,, is little to the purpofe) againft this horrid 
Mr Wood ; at the fame time, carefully watching, 
ce of my pen, and venturing only to incur the. 
fure of the world as a writer, not of my Lord 
tice Whitfhed as a criminals Whenever an ot- 
ome out by authority, forbidding all men upon* 
k penahies^ to o^er any thing in writing or dif- 
ind Mr Wood's halfpence, 1 fhall^ certainly fub«- 
A^ever, if that (hould happen, I am detemnined 
ewhat more than the laft man in the king- 
leive them ; becaufe \ will never receive them at. 
though I know how to-be ^lent, I- have not yet. 
pay adive obedience againfl my confciencc, and 
fafety. 

to put a^ cafe, which \ think the drapier in> (bn^- 
cs hath, put before me> although not fb fiilLy as. 

ow the copper halfpence in England are coin- 
j^ublic; and every piece worth pretty near th& 

• TlLe4^h.)ettcCr -j • 
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value of tfie copper. Now {Uppofc, tliat, infteac 
pubfic coinage, a pftterit hstd'^been granted to fc 
rate, obfcure perfon for coining a proportionabk 
ty of copper in that kingdom, to what Mr Woo€ 
paring in this ; and all of It at lead five times be 
iDtrinGc valae : 'the current money of England is 
cd to be twenty millions j and ourS under * fi 
dred thonfand pounds : by this computation, as M 
hath power to give us 108,000 pounds ; fo the 
in England, by the fanie proportion, might circuJ 
millions three hundred and twenty thoufand poun 
fides as miich more by flealch and counterfeits. 
to know from you, whether the parliament might i 
addrefled upon fuch an occafion ; what fuccefs the; 
bly would have hiad ; and how many drhpiers woi 
rifen to pefter the world with pamphlets : yet thai I 
would not be fo great a fufferer as ouis in the lil 
becaufe their cafh would not be conveyed into 
countries, but lie hid in the cheds of cautious, thri 
until better times. Thin 1 defire, for the fatisfs 
the public, that you will pleafe to inform me, lii 
country is treated in fo very different a manner in 
of fuch high importance ; whether it be on ace 
Poioing's adt ; of fubordinatl on ; dependence ; or ai 
term of art, which \ (hall not conteft, but am to< 
vnderdand. 

I am very fcnfible, that the good or ill fuccefi 
Wood will affe^ yon Ie6 than any pcrfbn of con! 
ifl the kingdom ; becaufe I hear you are fo prude 
make all you* purcbafe? in England ; and truly f 
I, if I had money, although I were to pay a 
years pnrchafe'; becaufe I fhould be glad to pofTef; 
bold, that could not be taken from me by any 
which I did not give my own confent : and where 
Bever be in danger of receiviryg my rents in mixec 
at the lofs offtjctcen fhillirigs in the pound. ^ 
Mve in eafe and plenty at Pepperhara in Surr 
therefore! thought it cxti*emcly generous and pu 
lited ifi 70a- to be of the kiogdom's fide in this c^f] 
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ng without refervc your difapprobation of Mr Wood's 
Q ; at leaft if you have been fo frank to others as you 
to me; which indeed I could not but, wonder at, 
dering how much we differ in other pcMnts ; and there- 
I could get bat few believers, when I attempted to 
y you in this article from your own words, 
would humbly offer another thought, which I do not 
:mber to have fallen under the drapier'% obfervation, 
efe halfpence (hould once gain admittance, it is agreed, 
in no long fpace of time, what by the clandedine 
ices of the coiner, what by his own counterfeits, ami 
z of others either from abroad er at home, his li- 
d quantity would be tripled upon us, until there 
Id not be a grain of gold or filver vifible in the nation » 
}, in my opinion, would lay a heavy charge upon the 
01 by creating a neceffity of traofmitting money from 
land to pay the ialaries at leafl of the principal civil 
ers: for 1 do not conceive how a judge (for inflance) 
d fupport his dignity with a thoufand pounds a-year 
l^ood's cwn ; which would not intrinficaHy be wortfifr 
two hundred. To argue that thefe halfpence, if no* 
r coin were current, would anfwer the general end^ 
)(nmerce amtfng onrfelves, is a great miflake ; and the 
^/>r hath made that matter too clear to admit an an* 
, by (hewiiig us what every owner of land mufl be for^ 
to do with the produdls of k in fuch a diftrefs. Yott 
read his remarks at large in his fecond or third let- 
to which I refer you, 

cfore I conclude, I cannot but obferve, that for ft- 
1 months pad there have more papers been writt^ m 
town, foch as they are, all upon the bed public prin^* 
!, the love of our country, than perhaps hath been- 
flrn in any other nation in fo fhort a time : I fpeak in 
:ral from the drapler down to the maker of ballads : 
all v/itliout any regard to the common motives of 
ers; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As 
ro§t, I am aflUred by perfons of credit, that the beft 
ad upon Mr Wood will not yield above a groat to the 
lor \ and the unfbftunate adventurer Harding * de* 

f The priater of the drafior*% lettert. 
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dares he never made the drapier any prefent except o«f 
pair of fciflars. As to favour, whoever thioks to tniik 
his court by oppofing Mr Wood is not very deep b pot 
tics. And as to reputation, certainly no man of woi4 
and learning would employ his pen upon fo tranfiioryi 
fubjedt and in fo obfcine a corner of the worM, to (fif 
tinguifh himfelf as an author. So that I look upoa pf 
felf, the drapier y and my nupieroas brethren, to be a 
true patriots in our feveral degrees. 

Ail that the public can expedl.for the future is, onlytl 
be foraetimes warned to beware of Mr Wood*s hal 
pence ; and to be referred for convidion to the drap'm 
reafons. For a man of the nx>ft fuperior underlUndiiil 
will find it impolTible to make the bcft ufc of it, while ii 
writes in conftraint \ perpetually foftening, corre^^ing, \ 
blotting out expreffions, for fear of bringing his priotff 
or himfelf under a profecution from my Lord Chief Juff 
Whitfticd. It calls to my remembrance the madman 
Don Quixote, who, being foundly beaten by a weaver 
letting a ftone (which he always carried on his fliou!' 
fall upon a fpaniel, apprehended that every cur he 
was of the fame fpecies. ' 

For thefc reafons I am convinced, that what I ^ 
DOW written will appear low and infipid ; but if it cootn 
butes in the leafi to preserve that union among us for of 
pofing this fatal projeft of Mr Wood, my pains will BO 
be altogether loft. 

I fent thefe pa:pers to air eminent lawyer (and yet atM 
of virtue and learning kico- the bargain), who» after mafi 
alterations returned them back with a^uring me that the 
are perfedly innocent ; without the lead mixture of tro 
fon, rebellion, fedition, malice, diiaffeftion, rede<ftion,( 
widced inliniiation whatfoever. 

If the belhtan of each parifh, as he goes his dica! 
would cry out every night, Paft twelve a clock ; be'vja 
^Wood's halfpence; it would probably cut off the o 
caiion for publifhing any nwre pamphlets, provided tb 
in country- towns it were done upon market-days, I 
iny own part, as. foon as it (hall be determined, that it 
not againft law, I will begin the experiment in the libei 
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Patrick's ; and hope my example may be followed 
whole city. But if authority (hall think fit to for- 
1 writings or difcourfes upon this fubje^, except 
I are in favour of Mr Wood, I will obey ais it be-» 
me ; only when I am in danger of bnrfting, I will 
whifper among the reeds, not any refledHon upon 
Hom of my countrymen ; but only theie few words, 
JRE OF WOOD'S HALFPENCE. 



/, 


am, 






1X.M due 


re/pea, 




your 


mofl oledient. 


7-hoafe, 




humhle fervant. 


i. 1724. 
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Aa-humble ADDRESS to both hou 
PARLIAMENT*. 



By M.B. Dkapier. 



Mult a gemem ignominiam plagafqut fuperli 



IHave, been -told, iYaiX petstiem and addrejfesy to 
king or parliament, are the right of every fu 
provided tbey conflil with that refpedt which is 
princes and great afTemblies. Neither do I rem 
that the moded propofals or opinions of private me 
been ill received, when they have not been deliv< 
theflyle of advice: which is a prefumption far fn 
thoughts. However, if propofals (houid be looke 
as too afTuming ; yet I hope, every man may be f 
to declare bis own and the nation's ixji/Jjes. For mi 
I may be allowed to njoijby that fome further law 
cnadted for the advancement of trade^ for the in: 
ment of agriculture, now ftrangely negleded agai 
maxims of all wife nations ; for fupplying the ma nil 
fe6l8 in the a£ts concerning the plantation of trees ; 1 
tin^ the poor to work; and many others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to alft-m, it 

* This addrcfs is without a date, but it appears to ha^ 
written during the firft feffion of parliament in Lord Ca 
government, though it did not appear till it was inferted v 
preceding letter in the Dublin edition of 1735. ' 

Among other accuracies in the Irifh edition, two dates 
figned to the following tradl ; in the advertifement prefij 
faid to have been written the firft feffion of Carteret's gover 
aad in the title-page to be written before his arrival. Han 
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tzxX'^nviJh of the whole nation, very few excq)tcd, that 
le parliament in this fcflion would begin by ftriftly exa- 
ilning into the dfeieftable fraud of one WiHianr Wood, now 
r late of London, hardwareman ; who ilhgaliy and clafi^ 
tfilnely^ as appears by your own votes and addrefies, 
rocured a patent in England for coining halfpence in that 
ingdom to be current here. This, I fay, is the 'ivijh o£ 
le whole nati6o, vrry few excepted ; aiid' upon account 
f thofe frwt is more ftrongly.and juflly the y?ijh of the 
;ft : thofe fe*w oonfifHng either of \yood's confederates, 
)me obfcure tradefmcn, or certain bold IJNDKRTA- 
lERS of weak judgment and ftrong ambition, who think 
5 find their account in the ruin df thb nation by fecuring 
r advancing themfelves. And becairfe fuch men proceed 
pon a fyftcm of politics, to which I wdufi fain hope you 
nil be always utter (Irangers, \ fliall humbly laj n before 
00. 

Bepleafed to fuppofe me in a ftation of fifteen hundred 
(mods a-year, ialary and perquifites ; and like wife pofTeiT- 
d of 800 /. a-year real eftate. Then fuppofe a dertruc • 
ife projedl to be on foot ; flidi, for ioflance, as this of 
R^ood ; which, if it fucceed, in all fhe confcquences na- 
arally to be expe6l6d 'from it, ' muft fink the rents ancl 
riealth of the kingdom one half, (although, I am confident, 
t would hare done To {xvt fixths). Suppofe, I conceive 
bat the count enancingi or privately fupporfhig this pro- 
eft, noifi pltafe4hofe by ivhom I expeff to bepreferved^ 
T ^gber exa/ted : nQthin^ then remains, but to compute 
uid balance my gain and my lofs, and Turn up the whole- 
i fuppofe that I fhall kcq) tny employment ten years, not 
o mention the fair chance of a better. This at 1500 /. 
l-ycar amounts in ten years to 1 5,600 /. My eftate by the 
fcccefs of the faid pro3e(5t finks 400 /. a-year ; which, at 
twenty years purchafe, is hot 8000 /. ; fo that 1 am a 
dear gainer of :7ooo /. upon the balance. And during all 
that period'I am pofTefferi of power and credit, can gratify 
^favouritef^ and take vengeance on my enemiet. And 
tf the projeft mifcarry, my private pterit is dill entire. 
This arithJHftiCi as horrible as it appears, I hwivingly af- 
'fiim to have been praflifed, and applied in con^imiluvca^ . 
^•hereon depended the ruin or fafety of a nauoti ; 2k\\\\ow^v\ 

V4)L. m. h ^xo)a^\^ 
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probably the chanty and virtue of a fsnate wiH bar 
induced to believe, that there can be fuch roonfters 
mankind. And yet the wife Lord Bacon mentions 
of people (I doubt the race is not yet extinft) who 
fet a bouft on fire for the convenience of roafting the 
eggs at the flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, an ^ hath 
his thonghts to obferve the courfe of public affairs 
kingdom from the time of the revolution j mnft a( 
ledge, that the higheft points of intereft and libert 
been often facrificcd to the avarice and ambition of 
cular perfons upon the very principles and arithmei 
I have fuppofeid: the only wonder is, how thefe 
were able^ to prevail opon numbers, and influence t\ 
blic aiTemblies to become inftruments for effedHngth 
ecrable defigns. 

It is, I think, in all confcience latitude enough f( 
if a man in fiation be allowed to a<6l injufHce upon 
fual principles of getting a bribe ^ *wreaking his 
ferving bis party ^ or confulting his preferment^ w 
wickednsfs termmates in tl^e ruin only of particuL 
fons. But to deliver uu our nuhole country, and r 
ving foul who inhabits it, to certain deftrudlion, hi 
as I remember, been permitted by the moft favoun 
fuijls on the fide of corruption. It were far bettc 
all who have had the misfortune to be bom in th: 
dom, fhould be rendered incapable of holding any c 
iTient whatfoever above the degree of a conftable^ 
ding to the fcheme and intention o£z great miniji 
to his ovin place *^, than to. live under the dailj 
henfion of a few faife brethren among ourfelves. I 
in the former cafe, we fhould be wholly free from t 
ger of being betrayed, fince none could then hav 
dence enough \o pretend any public good. 

It is true, that in this defperate affair of the ne 
pence I have not heard of any man above my own 
of a fhopkeeper to have been hitherto fo bold, as i 
terms to vindicate the fatal projed ; although I ha 
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f fbrae yery moUifying exprejpom which were ufed, 
ery gentle expedients propofed and handed about, 
t firit came under debate : but (ince the eyes of the 
have beeo fb far opened, that the mofl ignorant 
unly (ee their own ruin in the fuccefs of Wood's 
)t, thcfe grand compounders have been more cau- 

thatthe fame fpirit ftill fubfids, hath manifedly ap- 
I (among other indances of great compliance) from 
V circumfiancesy that have attended forac late pro- 
gs in a court of judicature *. There is not any 
oo-f^ace more ^equently inflAed on by thofe who 
>f our conlHtutioD, than the greated happinefs and 
eocy of trials by Juries ; yet if this ble^ed part of 
w be eludible at pleafure by the force of power, 
/, and artifice, we (hall have little reafoB to boaft of 
Ivantage in this particular over other i!ates or kingdoms 
x>pe. And furely thdfe llgA proceedings, exercifed 
oint that (b nearly concerned the life-blood of the 
;, their neceffary fubjijlence, xhtxr yery food vad ral^ 
and even the public peace, will not allow any fuvour- 
ppearance ; becaufe it was obvious, that fo muchytf- 
tndant zeal could have no other defign, or produce 
dier effect, than to damp xhzxfplrlt raifed in the na- 
gainft this accuifed fcheme of William Wood and 
ettorsi to which fpirit alone we owe, and for ever 
owe, our being hitherto preferved, and our hopes 
log preserved for the future, . if it can be kept up, 
rongly countenanced by your wife affemblies. I wilh 
d account for fuch a demeanor upon a more charlta-- 
undatioo, than that of putting our intered iiv over- 
X with the ruin of our country, 
emember fome months ago, when this affair was frefii 
courfe, a perfon nearly allied to SOMEBODY, 
I the hawkers called him) NOBODY^ who was 
ht deeply concerned, went about very diligently a* 

y CMef Joftlce WMtfhed, whofe method with a jury may 
n in the note which foUows the Propofal for the ttjleifliittf 
adures, and that at the end of SeafiaabU advice to a ffond^ 
HavkfJ'. 

Ia2 toott^ 
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moQg his acquaintance, to fhew the bad confequences that 
might fellow from any public refentment to the difadvan- 
tagc of his aJly, Mr Wood ; principally alledging the dan- 
ger of all empfoyments being difpofed of from England* 
One of th<^fe emiifarics came to me and urged the fame to* 
pic : I aufw^red naturally, tliat 1 knew there was no office 
of any kind, which a man from England might not baTe, 
if he thought it worth' his alking ; and that 1 looked upon 
all who had the difadvantage of being born here, as only 
in tlie condition of leafers and gleaners. Neither could I 
forbear mentioning the known fable of the countryman, 
who intreated his afs to fly for fear of being taken by the 
^nemy ; bu« th« ^ r«fufed to give himfelf that trouble, 
and upon a very wi^e reafon \ becaufe he could not pofHbly 
change hi» prefent roafter for a worfe : the enemy could 
not make \i\xfkfarc bard^r^ heat him more crueify^ or bad 
him with heavier burthens^ 

Upon theTe and many other confiderations I may affinn 
it to be. the wiih of the whole nation, that the power and 
privileges of juries were declared, afcertained, and con* 
firmed by tlie legidature ; and that whoever hath been ma* 
nifcAly kno^Kii to violate them, might be fBgmatized by 
public cenfure s not from any hope that fuch a cenfure util 
amend their pra^ices, or hurt their intereft, (for it may 
probably operate quite contrary in hotb)^ but that the na* 
tion may know their enemies from their friends. 

1 fay not this with any regard or view to myfelf ; ibr I 
write in great fecurity ; and am refolved that none ihall 
merit at my e%penfe, further than by ihewing their zeal 
to difcover, profecute, and condemn me for endeavosnog 
to do my duty in ferving my country : and yet I am a»^ 
fcious to myfelf, that I never had the leaft intention to fv> 
fe^ on hit Maj^ft minijiers^ nor on any other perfiMDr 
except William Wood, whom i neither did, nor do yet 
conceive to be of that number. However, fome vouU 
have it, that I went too far ; but I.fuppofe they will ux€ 
allow themfelves midaken. I am fure 1 might eafUy have 
gone further, and I think i couKd not ea£ly hare &r«^ 
worfe. And therefore I was no further aSei^ted with thcif 
proclamation, and fubfequent proceedings, than a good 
clergyman is with the fins of the people. And as to the 
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mier^ he is now gone to fippear before a higher, 

re a righteous tribunal. 

y H)ferition is only to Jay before your great aflem- 

general wifhes of the nation ; and as I have al- 
•dared it our principal nuijh^ that your firft pro- 
would be to examine into the pernicious fraud of 

^Vood ; fo I jnuft add as the" oniyerfal opinion^ - 
fcbemes ^ cfmrnrntaiidny ^ompojithny voA. the Kkc 
//, cither ^fww^^ or implied ^ will-berof. the moft 
IS confequences to the public ; againft the dignity 
: kingdom ; and prove an encouragement to future 
rersvck the fame deftrudtive proje^s,*^ For it is a 
which no man^at prefent difputes, that even a con* 

to admit one thonfand pounds in thefc halfpence 
<iu<:e in time . the fanac ruinour effe$s, as if we 0- 
onfented to admit a million.-. It were therefore 
^ more fafe and-. eligible. to feavc things in the 
1/ roelalKrhdly- ftatc thev are. at preienty (which 
r God forbri>,'imd truft entirely to the genera! 

o£ our people, agaioft this coin, uifing all honeft 
«cf to prefetve, continue, and ; increafe that aver- 
an fubmit to apply thofe^ palliatives which t^eak^ 
»/,• or ahjeB pbliticians are upon ^occajionsy and . 
'fectfesy fo t^^yto adfttinijler, . 
le fmaH-compafi of my reading (which however 
en more ^xtenftre thtknls ufual to men of my in- 
tiling), I have obferved, thztgrfevancer have a!- 
■cceded fapplies ; and if ever grievances had a title 
a -pre-eminence, it muft be this of Wood*; becau& 
: only the greateft ^"w^srwrtf that any country ceuild 
but 2L' grievance of fWch a kind, that,- if it (hould 
eft,' w6uki*n»ake-'kirapofiiblc;fbr us to give any 
• at all, execpt »in adulterate, copper; unldfs a tax 
id for paying the civil and mSitary lifts, and the 
Hifions, with real commodities inftead^of money ; 
however, might be liable to fome few Qbjeftions aa 
dtfHculties ; for although ^^ common foldiers roiglic 
tent with leef and inuttony ^xA^^mpli vA malt^ 
ft her / yet -i' am -in -^me doubt as to the generds^ 
onelsy the numerous penjionersy* the cwil officer Sy 
hers, who all. live 'm Englaind upon IrSfeL "^l-* ^ 
L 3 Hld^^' 
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well as thofe few who rcfide among us only becaufi 
cannot help it. 

There is one parucukr, which although I have 
tioned more than once in feme of my former ps^rs 
cannot forbear to repeat* and a little enlarge upon ii 
caufe I do not remember to have read or heard of tl 
in the hiftory of any age or country : neither do I ei 
fled upsm it without the utmo(l aflonifliment. 

After the unanimous addrefles to his Sacred Maj 

gainft this patent of Wood from both hpofes of 

ment, which are the thru efiaUt of the Icingdoa 

likewife aa addrefs from the privy council, to whc 

der the chief governors the whole adminiflration 

trufted ; the matter is referred to a committee of 

in London. Wood and his adherents are heard < 

iide ; and a few volunteers without any tmit or di 

from hence* on the other. The queftion (as 1 1 

ber) chiefly turned upon the want of halfpence 

land : witnefles are called on the behalf of Wc 

vAax credit* 1 have formerly (hewn *) : upon the if 

patent is foimd good and legal; all his Majjefly's 

here (not expeptiog the military) commanded to 

bg and aiEf ling to make it effedual ; the addreffes 

houfes of parliament, of the privy council, and of t 

: of Dublin^ the dedaratioos. of moft counties and c 

tions through the kingdom, are altogether laid a& 

DO weight, confequence, or confideratton' whatfoes 

the whole kingdom, of Ireland norifuited in default 

pearance ;. as if it were a private caufe between Jpfa 

plaintifiPr and William Rjow* defendant.. 

With great re%e6i to thofe Honourable perfe 
committee of council in. Ijondbn, L have not unc 
them to be our gpeutrnor^y counfelkrsr or j^udges. 
ther did our cafe turn at aH upon the quefHoOi- \ 
|reland'wa^^ed halfpence? For there is no doubt, bi 
iKant both halfpence, gold, and filver ;, and we ha^ 
beclefs other, wants, and fbme that we are not fb i 
aHoTwed to namer although they ane peculiar to 
lioD» to which, no ether, is fubjedl;»- whoni God ha 

♦Jiilcttcr J 
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1 with religion and livwi^ or any degree o( foil and 
wjhifie .' but for what demerits on our fide, I amalcoge- 
ler in the dark. 

But I do not remember^ that our want of balance 
PIS either affirmed or denied in any of our addreUes or 
ledarations againft thofe of Wood. We aUedged the 
nodnlent obtaining and executing his patent, the bafe* 
ds of bis metal, and the prodigions fum to be coined^ 
1^ might be increafed by (lealth, from foreign impor- 
itioo, and his own counterfeits, as well as thofe at home ; 
rbereby we muft infallibly lofe all our little gold and fiU 
er, and all our poor remainder of a very limited and 
iibouraged trade. We urged, that the patent was pafT 
i without the leafl reference luther ; and without men:- 
on of any fecurity given by Wood to receive his owps 
ilfpence upon demand ; both which are contrary to' all 
rmer proceedings in the Tike cafes. Thefe^ and many 
ber arguments we ofiered \ but dill the patent went on.; 
id at this day our ruin would have been half comple* 
d, if God in his mercy had not raifed an univerial dete* 
uion of thefe halfpence in the whole kingdom^ with a 
ra refblution never to receive ihenv fince we are not 
ider obligations to do fo by any Li'w either human or 
'nine, 

But» in the name of God and of all jujlice and piety,y 
hen the King*s Majefly was pleafed that this patent (liouLi 
ds, is it not to be underflood,. that he conceived^ belie- 
fdp and intended it as a gracious a£t» for the good and 
enefit of his fubje^s,. for the advantage of a great and 
nitfal kingdom, of the mod loyal kingdom upon earth, 
rhere no hand or vpice was ever Mfted up ag^nd him y 
kiagdon^ where the pailage is not of three hours from 
Nritaln,. and a kingdon^ where Papijls have lefs povjer^ 
nd kfs land than in England ? Can it be denied, or 
(oubced, that his.Majeny'&miniflcrs underflood and pro- 
«fed the fame end, the good of this natioti^ when they 
idvifed the pafEng this patent I Can the perfon of Wood 
le otherwife regarded, than as the inflrumenty the mecha- 
tfr, the bead-'workmant to prepare his furoace> his fewcl, 
us metal, and his ftamps ? If I employ ^fhoeboy^ is it in 
new to his adfsot^ge, or to my own convtoka^^^. \mtxi* 
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fion die ferjm of W3Iiam Wood alonc.j l>ecaurfe m #• 
ther appears, and we are not to reafon xxi^ Jitrnttfcj : nci*-. 
ther would it avail, if they had a real foundatioi>.' 

Allowing therefore, (for wc cannot do lefr), that thii- 
patent for the coining of halfpence was whdly tntcndc^ 
by a sracions king, and a tj^fe public-Jptrited rainiftryr 
for the advantage of Ireland ; yet when the xWiolc iio^ 
dom to a man, for whole gpod the patent was defignej}. 
do upon raatureft confideratipn univerfally join in-opcnljf 
declaring, protelHog, addreffiog, petitioning againK dies, 
halfpence) as the mpft ruinous projeft that ever was fct (* 
fool to complete the flavery and deftru^on of a poor in- 
nocent country : // it; ivaj ;V, can it, or iwr« if ever b6 
a queflion, not whether fucb a kingdom, or William 'W<Mi^ 
Ihould be a gairie'r > . but, Whe.dier fuch a kingdoA 
ihould be itiio/fy undone^ defiroyedy funki depopuiatei^ 
made a fcene xjf jnifery a^id defolation, for the f^ oS 
William Wood ? God of his infinite mercy iwert thfe 
dreadful juclgment; and it is our univerfal^ «w£/^, that Goft 
would put rjt mtp jf^ar hearts to be "his inftrumcnts for ft 
jgood a work. . • 

For my, own' pBi;ti- who am but ^w^ mart, of tjblcoA 
•cohditiDh,id6fo!enmly declare; inrthe pVierencJe.xif ahnJjjH 
tyGo^, that I will fu^er the moft. ignominious and'torttf- 
ring death rather than fubrait to receive tWs itiurfiitom^ 
or any othtr that fhall be Kabfe to the fame obj^ons,. oil' 
til tTiey fhall be forced upon me by a law of my own tpiA 
try ; and if that fhall ever happen, I'will tranfport mjfd 
into fome foreign hind,, and eat die hrtad, of povfrtj^ 
iBpng zfref people, ' 

Am 1 legally ponffhaMe for thcfe expr^firons ; fbalt tf)ft 
^iherprpijtamation iffue a'gainft me, h^qrufe I prefiimc j 
take my country's part agiinft William Wood,, where 6 
final deftrwfiionis intended? But whenever you (half plex( 
to impofe ^/pwr^ -upon mej.I will fubmit ; becaufo I'lod 
upon yonr unanimous voice to be the voice of the nation 
arid this I- have been- taught, and do believe, to be in foto 
manner the tr^/fr of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole kihgdom • lyixig fo- Mm, 
xvtntrcy under fo vZ/f aii adverfary, is fucb a depIoraU 
^^taratioii, tfan the utmoft t3(i^t(&i(^ 
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e too low to fet it forth : and therefore i fhall leave ic 
receive fach a refentment as is worthy of a parliamera. 
It is likewife our univerfal 'wijh^ that his Majeily fhould 
ant liberty to coin halfpence in this kingdom for our own 
^, under fuch reflridion as a parliament irrr (hall advtfe ; 
ice the power of coining even gold and iilver is pofTe^ed 
r every /^/// prince abroad ; and was always pra^ifed by 
otland to the very time of the union : yet furely Sco«- 
Dd» as to foil, climate, and extent, is not in itfelf a fourth 
nt the value of Ireland ; (for Biihop Burnet fays, it i» 
>t above the fortieth part in value to the re(l of Britain) ^ 
id «ith refpeA to the profit that England gains from hence, 
)t the forty thoufandth part. Although I mud confefs, 
lat a mote in the ry/, or a thorn in the Jide^ is more 
uigeroos and painful than a bemm or a ffiki at a </h 

Tlie hiftories of England, aqd of mofl oth^r countries,. 
x>und in relating the miferable, and fometimes the mo{\ 
igical effit^ from the abufes of coin by debafing the me* 
J, by leflening or enhancing the value upon occafions^ to 
K pcdslic lofs ; of which we have an eKatii{)k within our 
«B meinory in England, apd another very lately in France., 
t h the ttnd^reft point of government, affedling every in* 
ividual in the htgheft degree. When the value of monej^ 
drhftrmyoK umfittie^y no man can well be faid to have 
Wf prefer^ ^ all; «ot is aay wound To fuddenly felt, (<> 
ardl V cnr^, or that leaves fach deep and lalting fears be-^ 
indit. 

I conceive this poor unhappy ifland to have a dtfe to 
Mne indulgence from England ; not only upon the fcore 
f Chriftianity^ natural equity ^ and the general rights of 
unkind, but chiefly on account of that immer^ frofit 
hey receive from us ; without which that kingdom woiald 
iUe a very different figure m Europe, from what it dotb 
K prefent. 

The rents of bnd in Ireland, (ince they have been of. 
^te fo cnormoufly raifcd and fcrewed up, may be compu- 
ted to about two millions ; whereof one third part at leafl 
9 diredly ii^ioiited to thofe who are perp^ual afafenr 
IM in En^apfi ; as I find by a computation made with tfati 
ififtanoe ^ fatcral Jkilful geotlemeo^ . 
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. The other irtideft by which we are altoget 
and finglaod a gainer, we found to amount to 
much more. 

. I. will only fet down as many heads of them as 
member, and leave them to the coofideration 
who underiiand accounts better than I pretend tc 
. The oecafional abfentees, for bufinefs^ heait 
verfion. 

Three fourths of the revenue of the chief 
daring his abfence ; which is ufually four fifths < 
irerament. 

The whole revenue of the pofl- office. 

The numer9ut penfions paid to perfons in En 

The pay of the chief ofHcers of the army 
Eoglands which is a great fum. 

Four commiffioners of the revenue, alwa^ a 

Civil ciDployments very numerous, and of 
come. 

The vaft charge of appeals to the houfe of L 
to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of. court, and the two n 
. Eighty thouiand pounds fent yearly to England 
whereof the prime cod is nothmg, and therefor 
fit wholly theirs. 

One hundred thouiiuad pounds paid feveral 
for com ient over hither from England ; the e£ 
own great nmfdom is difcouraging agriculture. 
• The kind liberty granted us of wearing Inc 
and cailicoes, to gratify the vanity and folly o 
men ; which, belides the profit to England *, is 
ceivablelofs to us, forcing the weavers to beg in g 
or tranfport themfelves to foreign countries. 

The prodigious lofs to us, and gain to Englan 
ing them all our <zv0^ at their own rates ; wl 
manufadure exceeds above ten times the prim 
proceeding without example in the Chrijilan of 
nnorld. 

* From whence thefe commodt ties were exported 
the Eaft-India company only having a right to import 
the cooDtry in which thry ne maau&dmed% Mawh 
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Oar own nvaol returned upon us in Englidi manHfadures 
) our infinite fluune and danuige^ -and the great advantage 
f England* 

The full profit of all oqr »r/>^/, accruing to England ; 
D efied of great negligence and flupidity. 

An afifedation among as of liking all kind of goods made 
I England *. 

Theie, and many other articles, which I cannot recol- 
^ at prefent, are agreed by judicious men to amount to 
ear (even hundred thoufind pounds per ann. clear profit 
) England. And, upon the whole, let any man look into 
lofe authors who write upon the fubjedl of commerce, he 
tail find, that there is not one fingle article in the efTen- 
als or circumflances of trade, whereby a country can be 
lofery which we'do notpofiefs in iht higheft per/if {lion % 
>mewhat in every particular, that bears a kind of analogy 
) William Wood ; and now the branches 2St all cut off, 
e (lands ready with his axe at the rool. 

Upon this fubjedl o£ perpetual ahfentees I hav^ fpent 
)me time in very infignificantrclieiftions ; and coofidering 
tie ufual motives, of human anions, which are pleafure^ 
rofitt and ambition^ I cannot yet comprehend how thofe 
eiibos find their account xtianyoiiiitihree. I fpeak 
ot of thofe Englifh peers or gentlemen, who, befide their 
(bites at home, have pofTeffions here, for in that cafe the 
natter is defperate ; but I mean thofe lords, and wealthy 
LDights, or Iquires, whofe birch, and partly their educa- 
ion, and all their. fortune, (except fome trIBe, and that 
a a very few inftances), are in this kingdom. 1 knew ma* 
ly of them well enough during feveral years, when 1 rer 
ided in England ; and truly I could not difcover, that the 
^gure they made was by any means ^ fubjed for envy, at 
«aft it gave me /ow very different pafions. For, except- 
iBg the advantage of going now ai^d then to an opera^ or 
Tonietimes appearing behind a croud sx court, or adding to 
the ring of coaches in Hide -Park, or lofing their mor 



• Many of the above articles h?vc been fince particularly com- 
poted by another writer, to whole crcatife the reader is referred. 
Menohf, 
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ncy at the chocolate-houfe^ tk getting neu's, votes, and 
nriiNltcs about five days before us in Dublin ; I fiy» 
befides thefc and a few other privileges of left import' 
ance, their temptations to five in Loftdon^ were be- 
yond my knowledge or conception. And I nfid to 
Wond^t how a man of birth and fpirit could endorr tfl 
be wholly infignificant and obfcure in a foreign couDtry; 
whfcn he n^ight live with luftrc in kisvum; and evenatlefi 
than half that expenfe, which htflraim himfelf tomadfil 
Without obtaining any ©w^'fend, except that which happc* 
cd to xYitfr*>gy when he would needs contend for lize wid 
the- ox, I have been told by (cholars, that Casfar faid ht 
would rathfcr be the firfl man in I know not what village 
than the ftcond in Rome. This perhaps was a theogh 
only fit for Caefar : but to be preceded by thoufands an 
fiegle^ed by millions; to be wholly without pom^r^fguri 
sftJiTtence^ honour, credit, or diftin^ion, is not, in my poQ 
opinion, a very amiable Jituation of life to a pcrfon of //W 
Or *wealth,. who can fo cheaply and ^afily^/«^ in his oatii 
iCountry. ' ■ • 

But, befides the depopulating "of the kin'gdom, tl 
leaving fo many parts of it wild and uncultivated, tl 
ruin of h many country-feats and plantations, the cuttft 
down all the woods to fupply expenfes in. England ; tt 
abfence of fo many noble and wealthy perfbns hath b« 
the caufe of another fatal confequence, which few perha; 
4iave been aware of. For if that very tonjiderahle numb 
of lords who poflefs the amplcft fortunes here, had ba 
content to live at home, and attend the af&irs of their ov 
tountry in parliament ; the weight, reputation, and digra 
thereby added to that noble houfe would, in all human pr 
bability, have prevented certain proceedings, which a 
now ever to be lamented, bccaufe they never can he rm 
died : and we might have then decided our own properti 
among ofirfiives, without being forced to travel five ha 
dred miles by fea arid land to another kingdofn for juftic 
to our infinite expenfe, vexation, and trouble ; which is 
•mark .o'fy^rv*///^?. without example from the praflicd 
any age or nation in the world. 

I have fomeiimes wondered, upon what motives the pee 
sgc of England were fo deGixwa^ xo d^Xfttroi.K\e our contn 



LETTER Vn. t37 

cHies; becaufe I have, been aflured, and partly knonu^ 
hat the frequent appeals from hence have been very irk" 
inte to that illadrious body : and whoever hath frequent* 
d the painted chamber and courts of requejls muft have 
ibfcrved, that they are never fo nobly filled, as when an 
ri(h appeal is under debate. 

The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, were 
iootent to refide in their cadles and houfes in that bleak 
ind barren climate ; and although feme of them made fre- 
quent journeys to London, yet I do not remember any of 
■heir greateft families, till very lately, -to have made Eng- 
and their condant habitation before the union : or if th&y 
iid, I am fure it was generally to their o^n advantage; 
ud whatever they got, was employed to cultivate and in- 
n-cafe their own cftates; and by that means enrich them« 
Selves and their country. 

As to the great number of rich ahfentees under the de- 
jree o{ peers ; what partiodar ill effedls their abfence 
nay have upon this kingdom^ beGdes thofe already men- 
loned, may perhaps be too tender a point for me to 
ouch. But whether thofe who live in another kingdom 
ipoo great eftates here, and have loft all regard to their 
wm country, further than upon account of the revenues 
hey receive from it; I fay, whether fuch perfons may not 
« prevailed on to recommend others to vacant feats y who 
ave no interefl here except a precarious employment, 
md confequently can have no views, but to prefcrve 
ilut they have got, or to be higher advanced: this, I 
im fure, is a very melancholy queftion, if it be a quejlion 
Uall. 

But, befides the prodigious profit which England receives 
>y the tranfinittal thither of two thirds of the revenues of 
this whole kingdom, it hath another mighty advantage by 
nuJdsg our -country a receptacle, wherein to disburden 
themfelves of their fupernumerary pretenders to offices ; 
perfons of fecond-ratc merit in their own country, who, 
liie birds ofpajfage, mofl of them thrive and fatten here, 
ttd fly off when their credit and employments are at an 
end. So that Ireland may juftly fay what Luther faid of 
>himfelf; POOR Ireland makcth many rich. 

If amidft alJ our dil&cultics I fhould xcrvvat^ to ^^^xx.^ 
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that we have one great advantage; provided we could i 
prove it as we ought, I believe moft of my readers wo 
be long in conjeduring, what pojfihle advantage co 
ever fall to our fhare. However, it is certain, that 
the regular feeds oi party and faSlion among us arc 
tirely rooted out, and if any new ones fhall fpring 
they rauft be of equivocal generation, without any f 
at all ; and will juftly be imputed to a degree of (bpc 
beyond even what we have been ever charged with a; 
the fcore of our birth-place and climate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including thofe of i 
dem date) are, firft, of thofe who have been charged 
fttfpedled to favour the pretender ; and thofe who ^ 
zealous oppofers of him. Secondly, of thofe who v 
for and againjl a toleration of DifTenters hy lanu, Thi 
ly, of high and lonu church; or (to fpeak in the cani 
the times) of Whig and Tory, And fourthly, of co 
and country. If there be any more, they are beyond 
obfervation or politics : for as to fuhaltern or occa^ 
parties^ they have all been derivations from the fame k 
ginals. 

Now, It is manifeft, that all thefe incitements Xxyfa^ 
party ^ and divljion are wholly removed from among' 
For as to the pretender^ his caufe is both defperate and 
folete : there are very few now alive, who were men in 
father's time, ahd in that prince's intereft ; and in all otl 
the obligation of confcience hath no place * : even 
Papijis in general of any fubflance or eftates, and tl 
priejls aJmoft uniyerfally, ar« what we call Whigs in 
fenfe which by that word is generally underftpod. T 
feel xhtfmart^ and fee xh^ fears of their former nuoun 
and very well know, that they muft be m^idt a facrifci 
the leart attempts towards a change: although it cannot 
doubted, that they would be glad to have their fupet^ 
tion reftored under any prince whatfoever. 

Secondly, the Diffenters are now tolerated hy la 
neither do we obferve any murmurs at prefent from t 
quarter, except thofe reafonahle complaints they make 

• The obligation arifine from tliclt having fwom allegiafl 
fytwksf. 
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'OHy becaufe they are excluded from civil employ- 
but their number being very fmall in either koufi 
ment, they are not yet in a fitnation to erc<5t a 
>ecaufe however indifferent men may be \^ith rc- 
^eligio/iy they are no*w grown wife enough to know^ 
ich a latitude were allowed to Dijfejitcrs^ the few 
iployments left us in cities and corporations wowld 
r hands to lay hold on them, 
iy, the difpute between high and loiu church U 
h end ; two thirds of the hijhcps having been pro- 
I //;// rtign, and mod of them from England, wlio 
lowed all preferments in their gift to thofe they 
;II confide in : the deaneries all, except three, ani 
ncipal church-Hvings, are in the donation of the 
fo that we already pofTcfs fuch a hody of clergy ^ 
lever engage in controverfy upon th^t antiquated 
oded fubjeft, 

, as to court and country parties^ f > famous and 
under moli reigns in Englifli parliaments ; this 

hath not for feveral years pad been a proper 
lereon to exercife fuch contentions ; and is now 
fer than ever ; many great employments for life 

dijlant hands, and the rcverjions diligently^ 

and fecured ; the temporaiy ones of any invi- 
le are all beftowed elfrwhere as faft as they drop, 
few remaining are of too low confidcration t» 
ntefls about thenv, except amon^f^ yotmger bro- 

tradefmen like myfelf. And therefore, to in-. 
Tcurt and country party without materials y would 
f new fyftcm in politics, and what I believe was 
)ught on before ; nor unlefs in a nation of idiots 
fucceed^ for the moft ignorant Irifli cottager will 
kis C01V for a groats 
fore I conclude, that all party and facilon with 

public proceedings are now cxtinguifhed in this 
* ; neither doth it appear in view how they can 
•evive : unlefs fome new caufes Be adminiftered; 
mnot be done without crojfing the inter ejis of 

this difcourfe was. written, it hath appeared by cxpei> 
at the author was much miftaken \t\ Yiis coxs^t^vw^'^* 

M 2 thofe 
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thofe nvho are the greateji gainers by continuing the 
fame meafuref. And general calamities 'without hope tf 
redrefs are allowed to be the great uniters of mankind. 

However we may diflike the caufes, yet this effeil ol 
begetting an univerfal concord among as in all national de* 
bates t as well as in cities t corporations^ and country •neigh' 
bourhoods may keep us at lead alive, and in a condition to 
eat the little bread allowed us in peace and amity. I have 
heard of a quarrel in a tavern, where all were at daggers- 
drawing, till one of the company cried out, defiringto 
know "Ck^fubje^ of the quarrel : which when none of them 
could tell, they put up their fwords, fat down, and paf^ 
ed the red of the evening in quiet, Th^ former part hath 
been our cafe, I hope the latter will be fo too ; that we 
fhall fit down amicably together, at leaft until we haw 
fomethlng that may give us a title to fall out,~f]nce nature 
hath indrudted even a brood of gofllngs to flick togttherx 
while the kite is hovering over their heads. 

It is certain, that a firm union in any country, where 
every man wifhes the fame thing with relation to the pu- 
blic, may in feveral points of the greated importance ii 
fome meafure fupply the defe^i of poiuer^ and even oftboji 
rights luhlch are the natural and undoubted Inherltanci 
of mankind. If the univerfal lul/h of the nation upm 
any point were declared by the unanimous vote of thi 
houfe of Commons and a reafonable number of Lords, 
{hould think myfelf obliged in confcience to adl in nr 
fphere accoiding to that vote ; becaufe in all free nation 
I take the proper definition of lam) to be, The nulll ofth 
majority of tbsfe iiuho have the property In land : whicl 
if there be a monarchy, is to be confirmed by the royi 
aflent. And although fuch votes or declarations have nc 
received fuch a confirmation for certain accidental reA 
fons ; yet I think they ought to be of much weight wit 
the fubjc'^, provided they neither oppofe the King's pre 
rogativc, endanger the peace of the nation, nor infring 
any law already in force; none of which however ca 
reafonably be fuppofed. Thus, for indance, of nine in te 
of the houfe of Commons, and a reafonable number c 
native temporal Peers, diould declare, that whoever n 
ceived or uttered brafs coln^ except under certain limits 
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fecurities, fhould be deemed as enemies to the 
the nation ; I fhould think it a hainous fin in 
adt contrary to fuch a vote : and if the fame 
uld declare the fame cenfure againft thofe who 
m fluffs and callkoesy or njoosllen manufa£lures 
^rom abroad^ whereby this nation is reduced to 
ebb of mifery, I fhould readily ^ heartily ^ and 
pay obedience { and to my utmofl power per- 
rs to do the like : becaufe there is no la*w of 
obliging us either to receive fuch coin, or to wear 
n manufaClures. 

this laft article I could humblj^ wifh, that the 
the clergy would fet us an example by content « 
Ives with wearing gowns and other habiliments 
rapery ; which, as it would be fome incitenient 
V, and fet many hands to work* fo they would 
idvantage in the cheapnefsi which is a circuni- 
to be neglefted by too many among that vene- 
. f And in order to this I could heartily dc- 
:he mofl ingenious artifts of the weaving trade 
trive fome decent ftufe and filkstfor clergymen 
)Ie rates. 

prefTed feveral of our moft fubftantial brethren, 
hole corporations of m)eavers in filk and wool- 
publifh fome propofals^ (I wifh they would do it 
)ufes of parliament), inviting perfons of all de- 
of both fexes, to wear the woollen and filk ma* 
of our own country ; entering into foleron, 
gageraents, that the buyer (hall have good, 
, merchantable ware for his money, and at a 
c, without the trouble of cheapening. So that 
child for a piece of fluff of a particular colour 
(s, I fhould be fure not to be deceived ; or if 
)n to complain, the corporation fhould give me 

ith firice been put in pradice by the pcrfuafions and 
The fuppofed author \ but much defeated by the moft 
lud of fhopkeepers. Haivkef. 
heme was likewife often urged to the weavers by the 
thor I but be couJd never prevail on l^iem io^mVyVyol 

M 3 \xoacQ&^^^ 
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immediate fatisfaiflion ; and the name of the tradefoaB^ 
Wfho did me the wrong, fhould be publifhed ; and wan- 
ing given not deal with him for the future ; unleis the 
matter plainly appeared to be a miftake : for, beflde the 
trouble of going from fhop to fliop, an ignorant cudomer 
runs the hazard of being cheated in the price and good- 
Defs of what he buys, being forced to an unequal combat 
with a dexterous and dlfhonefl man in his own caUing* 
Thus our goods fall under a general difreputadoo ; aod 
the gentry call for Englifh cloth, or fUk, frona an opinion 
they have, (and often too juftly by our own faults), that 
\\itgoodne/s mbre than makes up for the difference of price. 

Befldes, it hath been the fottifh and ruinous pia^Hcc 
of us tradefmcn, upon any great demand of goods eitha 
at home or from abroad, to raife the prices immediately, 
and manufa<Sture the faid goods more (lightly aad fraodo.- 
lently than before. 

Of thefe foul and fbolifh proceedings too many inftances 
might be produced ; and I cannot forbear mentioning ok 
whereby this poor kingdom hath received fuch a fatal 
blow in the only article ef trade allowed us of any im- 
portance, that nothing but the fuccefs of Wood's projcd 
could outda it. During the late plague in France, tfa( 
Spaniards, who buy their Ifnen cloths in that kiiigdom, 
not daring to venture thither for fear of infe^ion, a ver] 
great demand was made here for that commodity, and 
exported to Spain : but, whether by the ignorance of tbi 
merchants> or difhonefty of the northern weavers, or th( 
collufion of both, the ware was fo bad, and the price C 
excefliv€, that, except fome fraall quantity which was foI< 
below the prime coft, the greateft part was returned : aa 
I have been told by very intelligent perfons, that if w 
had been fair dealers, the whole current of the linen trad 
to Spain would have taken its courfe from hence. 

If any punifliment were to be infli61ed on numhert c 
vien^ furely there could none be thought too great fo 
fuch a race of traitors^ and sneitiles to God and thei 
country ; who, for the prorpe<n: of a little prefent gain, d 
not only ruin themfelves, (for that alone would be an ex 
ample to the reft, and a hlejjing to the nation), but fell thci 
fods to h^U, and their counti^ to d^&:\xSckow, ^ijvd If th 



LETTER VII. 143 

plague could have been confined only to diofe who were 
partakers in the guilty had it travelled hither from Mar- 
ieilles, thofe wretches would have died with lefs title to 
pitji than a highwayman going to the gallows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that iov fome timepaji all 

endeavours or propofals from private perfons to advance 

^e public fervice, however honeftly and innocently defign- 

cd» have been called flying in the King's face \ 

and this, to my knowledge, hath been the ftyle offitneper- 

Jims^ whofe ancejiors (I mean thoife among them who had 

atrf) and themfelves have been ^fying in princes faces 

thde fourfcore years ; and from their own inclinations 

would do fb dill, if their interefl did not lead them rather 

to^ in the face of a kingdom, which hath given them 

%angs to enable them for fuch a flight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a difcourfe * was pu- 

Uiihed, endeavouring to perfuade our people to wear their 

c own woollen manufadhires, full of the mod dutiful expref- 

Gms to the King, and without the leaft party-hint, it was 

j. Vxiatidi flying in the King'' s face; the printer was profe- 

t cuted in the manner we all remember, and I hope // nuill 

1 fimmvhere he remembered further, the jury kept eleven 

hours, and fent back nine times, till they were under the 

■eceiEty of leaving the prifoner to the mercy of the court, 

\\ii^ z fpecial verdi^ : tht\ judge on the h^nch invoking 

Cod for his ivitnefs, when he aifert^d, that the author's 

! Wgn was to bring in the pretender. 

And thus, alfo, my own poor endeavours to preveht the 
rain of my country by the admiiTion of W^ood's coin were 
called by the fame perfons, flying in the King's face ; 
which I dtredly deny: for I cannot allow that vile re- 
prcfentation of the royal countenance in William Wood's 
adulterate copper to be his Sacred Maje(ly'sy^r<?; or if it 
Were, my flying was not againft the imprejfion, but the 
lafenefs of tlie metal ; becaufe I well remembered, that 
the image which Nebucliadnezzar coi7imanded to he fet up 
for all men to fall down and ^orflnp it, was not of 
COPPER, but pare gold. And I am heartily forry, wo 

• The propofal for the univerfal ufe of Irl(\\ m3iuwli0.vi\t^. 
fJuJge Whltnicd, 
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haTC fo few rdyal images of that metal among us ; ' 
fight whereof, although it could hardly increafe our ?e 
radon for his Majefly, which is already fo great, yet wo 
very much enliven it with the mixture of cojtifort \ 
futisfadion, 

Alexander the Great would fuffer no ftatuary, exc 
Phidias, to carve his image in (lone or metal. How n 
he have treated fuch an operator as Wood, who goc 
bout with fackfulls of drofs, odioufly mifreprefenting 
prince's countenance ; and would force them by thouJ 
upon every one of us at above ^Jx times the value? 

But, notwithftanding all that hath been objeded 
William Wood himfelf^ together with his favourers 
bettors, fup^orters, tixher public or private ; by thofe 
connive at this proje^, or di/courage and difccunUn 
his oppofers for fear of leffening their favour , or haz 
ing their employments ; by thofe who endeavour to « 
the fpirit of the people raifed againft this coin, or c 
the honeft zeal of fuch as by their luritingf or difcG\ 
do all they can to keep it up ; by thofe foftenersy fi 
eners, compounders, and expedient-mongers, who j 
their heads fo ftrongly that we can hear their pockets 
gle : I did never imagine, that in dete<Sling the praftic 
fuch enemies to the kingdom I wdiS flying in the King's) 
or thought they were better repreftvters of his Ma 
than that very coin for which they are fecret or ope 
Tocates. 

If I were allowed to recite only thofe ivifljes of th 
tion, which may be in our power to attain ; I think 
might be fummed up in thefe few following, 

Firfl, that an end might be put to our apprehenfio 
Wood's halfpence, and to any danger of the like del 
tive fcheme for the future. 

Secondly, that halfpence might be coined in this 1 
dom by a public mint with due limitations. 

Thirdly, tliat the fenfe of both houfes of parliar 
at leaf I of the houfe of Commons, were declared by 
unanimous and hearty votes againft wearing any fi' 
woollen manufadures imported from abroad ; as lib 
ag^'mil U'earing Indian filks or callicoes, which are 
bidden Ufldcr the higheft pcnalut^ m 'Lt^^^xA \ «A' 
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\ US to take example from fo wife a nation : becaufe 
e under a greater neceffity to do fo, fince we are not 
cd to export any woollen manufadures of our own ; 
\ is the principal branch of foreign trade in £ng- 

arthly, that (bme eflPe^al methods may be taken to 
e the poorer fort of our natives in all thofe parts of 
ingdom, where the Jrifh abound, by introducing a- 
them our language and cuftoms ; for want ^f which 
Ve in the utmoft ignorance, barbarity, and poverty, 

themfelves wholly up to idlenefs, naftinefs, and 
ry, to the very great and jufl reproach of too 
landlords. And if I had in me the lead fpirit of a 
'or, I would engage, that this might be effedked in a 
!ars at a very inconfiderable charge, 
hly, that due encouragement fhould be given to a* 
'ure : and a (top put to that pernicious practice of gra • 
ngroiHog vad quantities of land, fometimes at great 
e ; whereby the country is extremely depopulated, 
hi/, thaf the defeats in thofe a£ls for planting fo- 
;es might be fully fupplied, fince they have hitherto 
'holly inefFetoal ; except about the demefnes of a 
ntlemen ; and even there in general very unflcilful- 
e, and thriving accordingly. Neither hath there yet 
ue care taken to preferve what is planted, or to inclofe 
Is ; not one hedge in a hundred coming to maturity for 
f {kill and induftry. The neglcdt of copjing woods 
)Wo hath likewife been of very evil confequences. 
\ men were reftrained from that unlimited liberty of 
y down their onun njjoods before the proper time, as 
ire in fome other countries, it would be a mighty 

to the kingdom. For, 1 believe, there is not an- 
jxample in Europe of fuch a prodigious quantity of 
:nt timber cut down in fo fhort a time, with fo little 
age to the country either in JInpping or building, 
ly add that abfurd pradlice of cutting turf without 
^ularity ; whereby great quantities of reftorable land 
ide utterly defper^te, many thoufands of cattle de- 
1, the /«//"more difficult to come at and carry home, 
fs fit for burning ; the air made unwholefpme by 
cing pools and marflies; and the v«t^ &^x o£ ^v^rfci 
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places ofFenfire to thofe who ride by. Neither fh< 
odious cudom be allowed of cutting fcra'ws (as 
them), which is flaying of the green furface of th 
to cover their cabins, or make up their ditches ; (( 
in (hallow foils, where all is gravel within a feu 
and foroetimes io low ground, with a thin gree 
and floughy underneath ; which laft turns all int 
this mifmanagement. And I have heard from ve 
countrymen, that by thefe two practices in turf^xi 
the kingdom lofeth fome hundreds of acres of ; 
land every year ; befides the irreparable lofs of mj 
of bogs, which have a green coat of grafs, anc 
mangled for turf; and befides the want of canals 
lar cutting, which would lyot only be a great coj 
for bringing their turf home at an eafy rate, but 
render even the larger bogs more dry and fafe for 
pafture. 

Thefe, and fbme otTier fpeculatlons of the lik 
had intended to publifti in a particular difcourfe a| 
feffioD of parliament ; becaufe, in fome pefiods oj 
1 had opportunity and curiofity to obferve, fn 
caufes thofe great errors In every branch of ecu 
nagement have arifen ; of which I have now vei 
relate but few out of very many ; whereof fom< 
would not be mentioned without giving offence, 
have endeavoured by all pofflble means to avoid, 
the fame reafon I chofe to add here the little I 
proper to fay on this fubje<St. 

But, as to the lands of thofe who are perpetUi 
teesy I do not fee any probability of their being 
proved. In former times their teoants fat at eal 
but for fbme years paft ihey have been, general 
ing, more terribly racked by the dexterity of fnei 
gents from England, than even thofe who held i 
fevereft landlordshere . I was afTured upon the place 
numbers of credible people, tiiat a prodigious eflc 
county of Cork being let upon leafes for lives, and g 
paid, the rent was fo high that the teaants begged 
furrender their /(fi^/, and were content to lofe the 

The cultivating and improvement of land is ce 
fubje^ worthy of the higheft inc^uiry in any com 
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y in oars ; where we are fo ftrangely limited in e- 
nch of trade that can be of advantage to us, and 
leprived of thofe which are of the greateft import' 
thereof I defy the mod learned man in Europe to 
me an example from any other kingdom in the 
for we are denied the benefit which God and na- 
nded to us ; as manifeflly appears by our happy 
'. for commerce^ and the great number of our ex^ 
orts. So that I tiiink, little is left us beddes the 
3g our own foil, encouraging agriculture^ and 
^reat plantations of trees, that we might not be 
e neceflity of fending for corn and bark from Eng- 
d timber from other countries. This would in-, 
e number of our inhabitants, and help to confume 
iral produfts as well as manufaflures at home, 
all never forget what I once ventured to fay to a 
n in England, that few politicians^ with all their 
are half fb ufeful members of a common wealtli» 
\eji farmer ,• who, by fkilfuUy draining, fencing, 
;, and planting, hath increafed the ihtrinfic value of 
f land ; and thereby done a perpetual fervice to 
ry ; which it is a great controverfy whether any of 
'er ever did, fince the creation of the world ; but 
>verfy at all, that ninety-nine in a hundred hare 
ndance of mifchief. 



;h, in the foregoing letters, Dr Swift talks of liberty in 
;hly becoming a warm and zealous defender of the rights 
ntry, which he maintains with 'great force of law, rea- 
e, and eloquence ; he never once deviates, in the whole 
his arguments, from the diftlnguilhing charafteriflics 
'ft loyal fubje<a ; whatever might to the contrary have 
ifed by a few degenerate flaves and lycophants in thofe 
:n by that fort of people, who, as the wife Lord Bacon 
t, would fet a houfc on fire for the convenience of roaft- 
wneggs at the flame. 

jr indeed fuch was the iniquity of the times, that a re- 
:)ol. was offered for the author of the 4th letter, chief- 
he had maintained therein the liberty of his country, 
ed in very high te'rms worthy of a brave and refolute 
the would continue firm and faitl^fulto \C\s ^oNacv^^\ 
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ILordthe King, whatever turn, in the vidflitudes o 
his Majefty's affairs might poflibly take in other parts 

nions. I fhall only remark upon this dodlrinc, 

of which would, I think, have been high treafon, an 

• oath of allegiance, that how much foever it was cond< 
1724 by flaves and flatterers; it was in iTAS^o uni\ 
blifhed in the minds of men, that if there had been 
the people of Ireland to have drawn the fword in def 

• fovereign, (u hich, befide their loyalty and affection to 
they have many reafons to thank G6d for that there ^ 
George 11. would undoubtedly have been fupported 
to the imperial kingdom of Ireland, let his Majefty's 
ther parts of his dominions have taken what turn th< 
300,000 as brave militia as any to be found throughout 
even by thegrandchiklrenof tbofemen fo renowned 
lorous atchievemcnts in the days of K. William III. - 
author of the 4th letter could not be difcovcred. Hare 
ter was indicted in the ufual forms, and brought t 
bench, to be tried before that 'William Whitflied abc 
ed. ^ut the noble jury, friends to their country ar 
bHcintereft, would not find the bill. Whereupon th 
fticein a rage diflblved the jury : on account of whi. 
ved to have been impeached by the houfe of Commo 
thcdiflblvingof a grand juiy, &c. See above, p. 85 



ic DuAPiER DEMOLISHED, and fet out 
in his own proper colours ; being a full 
Confutation of all his Arguments 
againft Mr Wood's Halfpence. 

By William Wood, Efq; 
Written in the year 1724. 

Te good peoffie of Ireland^ 

Make not the lead doubt, when ye have impartially 
. weighed and confidered what I ihall o^Fer upon the 
ident occafioQ in my own defence, and againfl your 
►rapier ; when ye (hall make an exaft ajaj of the argu- 
ttts on both fides between him and ine ; and, laftly, 
Am ye (hall obferve, as 1 (haU point it out, the abufive 
Ui reproachfbl language with which he has treated me ; 
%, as I faid before, i make not the leaft doubt, bur ye 
riO all to a man reje<fl him, and embrace me with opea 

In his firft letter to the tradefmen^ Jhopkeepersy farm* 
W, and common people in general of the kingdom of Ire-- 
W, [above, p. 17.], he begins with the wheedling pre- 
*blc of Brethren^ friends ^ countrymeny and felhixj- 
kijelij, A loving beginning indeed ! But I wonder which 
•f M two loves you bell ; he that is getting you no money 
*all, or I who am this prefent providing more money for 

Kthan you fhall know what to do with. O fad ! o hd I 
B really concerned for the poor Drapier, Soon after 
K proceeds, and lays. 

" It is a great fault among you, that when a pcr'bn 
* writes with no other intention dian to do you gf>od, 
^yoQ will not be at the pains to read his advices.'* 

I Artful enough indeed ! This he did to draw you in like 
^many gudgeons, to fwailow his falfe argumcuu-, Wii. ^wjl 
I VoL.m. N ^^^ 



.%t 
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fee he has accompli(hed his end at lad ; fur 
read his letters, ye might have had the henefit 
pence thefe five or (ix raonths pad. 

** Now, you muft know, that the hdfpeiM 

'*« things in England pafs for very little mor 

*' are worth ; and if you (hould beat them to 

** fell them to the brafier, you would sot 

** above a penny in a (hilling. But Mr Woo 

** halfpence of fuch bafe metal, and fo much : 

** the Englilh ones, thai thehrafier would 

" you aboi^ a 'pecny of good money for a 

his.- [p. 20.J 

Ay, would he ^ve three pence. But one 

•malice here with half an eye. He does not 

▼ad expenfeund trouble I am •at in coining; thi 

jderks I keep m pay ; haw much I was out o 

getting my patent ; the great expenfe I (ha 

/hipping them to Ireland ; which muil, in %ht 

things, be a vaft drawback to the .profit which 

have for my trouble ; and therefore it cannot I 

.1 can either put as much or as good copper in tb 

for Ireland, as thofe for England. But, gooi 

not a halfpenny a halfpenny when once it is call 

if it pafTes for a hiilfpenny, can you expe<5l 

Good people, never mind one word he fays, 

fells you a dozen hats at five (hillings apietc 

three pound, is but five (hillings in my mt 

is perfe<fl tranfuhflantiation to jnggle you 01 

fenfes three pound is but five (hillings ! V 

,be his x:omputation, 1 have done. 

*'* rr'his ikme Mr Wood was able to attend 
** for his own intereft;" [and whysfliould not 
<* is an Englifhman, and had great friends," 
^thanked for that] ; " and it feems knew very .1 
** to give money 'to thofe that would fpeak to o 
** could fpeak to the King, and would tell a 1 
[I grint that, and what would he infer ^J 7 h 
ceeds : " If his Majefly the King faw that it w< 
*• ly ruin the kingdom of Ireland, lie would (h< 
«< pleafure to fomebody or other Bur a AVf»rd t 
" h eoougli." [|We fcaow his meaning by his j 
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as well fpoken what he thought, like an honeft 
He proceeds] :. " Moft oF you muft hare heard 
what aager our honourable houfe* of Commons re- 
xl an account of this Wood's patent. There were 
■al fine * Ipeeches made upon it, and plain proofs, 
it was aH a wicked cheat, from the bottom to 
:op; and feveral fmart votes were printed, which* 
fame Wood had. the afTurance to aafwer like- 
in print, and in fo confident a way, as if he were 
tter man t^an our whole parliament put together.** 

.21.1 

parliament was angry — made fpeeckes — found me 
wicked cheat — and I anfwered as if I had lieen a 

nan than the whols parliament Well, I find 

apier will fay any thing ; but I am very glad all the 
n of Ireland knows to the contrary. Let the Dra- 
wer me only thefe three queftions: Where did this 
ent fit ? And where are the fpeeches ? And where 
nfwer ? 

be common fbldieri when he goes to the market or 
)ufe, will offer this money,.** ^meaning my half- 
• «« and if it be refiifed, perhaps he will fwagger, 
lieflor, and threaten to beat the butcher or alewife," 
en indeed 1 he will do it in earneftj, " or take the 
s by force, and throw them the bad halfpence.'*, 
(hould he not ? U n any robbsry if he pays them !] 
lis and the like cafes, the fhopkeeper, or vi(flualler, 
vy other tradefman, has no more to do, than to de- 
i ten times the price of his goods, if it is to be 
in Wood's money ; for example, t^wenty pence for 
art of ale.** [p. 21.] The devil is in his con- 
tweHiy pence for a quart of ale! I believe fuch 
propofal was never fince Adam. To confider alt 
lings in proportion, what mifchief would this oc- 
That is, fifteen Shillings a-bottle for claret, at 
1 pence a-botJe ; for a flafk of Burgundy fiv6 and 
illings ; fifty (hillings a-day for a coach; ten (hillings 
r for a twelve-penny ordinary ; thirty (hillings a- 
a chair ; ten pence a fre(h egg ; iise, pence a half- 
oil ; two pence halfpenny for a pint of fmall beer. 
; by his advice, ^Ifiuallersy t'int;2en»^tA tradcf- 
^2 /tilK 
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Jolk would fboni get all the money of the klngd 
tbeir own hands,, fhould they all follow the / 
exafftf/e. And now to confider the poor, the 
be aodone by the Drapier's advice ; the Imtche 
Bave eighteen pence for a (heep's head ; the b 
ibillings for a twelve- penny loaf; and thus woi 
io proportion as to all their other exigencies. 
nuher take my advice; tnvo ptncf a- quarts 

In p. 22. he denies that my halfpence are lau 
oey of England or Ireland. I fuppofe then he wo 
them lawful money of Scotland or Wales ; for tl 
be lawful fomewhere. For does he think, ui 
icarcity of money we find at prefent, that we g 
to let fourfcore and ten thoufand pound lie dead 
no other argument to (hew what a friend he i: 
fuhlic. 

«* They fay, 'Squire Conolly hath fixteen i 
** pounds a- year; now, if he fends for his rent 
** as it is likely he doth, he mud have two hun< 
" fifty horfes to bring up his half-year's rent." | 

Suppofe he muf^ where is the great hardftjip? 
gf fixtcen thoufand a-year cannot afford two hun^ 
fifry horfes to draw his money, he deferves to war 
engage his under-tenants will lay it down, at his d 
it fhali not cod him a farthing for the carriage. 

•* Thefe halfpence, if they once pafs, willfbon 
" terfeited, becaufe. it may be cheaply done, th< 
'* fo bafe. The Dutch likewife will probably do 
*' thing, and fend them over to us to pay for our 

The duff is good fluff, let him fay what he w 
the halfpence are good halfpence, and I will f!and 
Ijnade them of fiher, it would be the fame thin 
grumbler. As for their being counterfeit, fure th 
terfeit gold and filver, and can one help that ? for tl 
have been rogues of coiners in the world, and w: 
the end of it. As for the Dutch, it is time en 
complain when they do coin. I am certain they \ 
coined one halfpenny as yet ; and if they fhould 
r*5:e rare x^ flock you fo v^ell, tha.t ^oa fiiali hav 



THE DRAPIER DEMOLISHED. 153 

ofioa for theirs ; (b that they may carry them home again - 
it they pleafe. 

** It would be very hard, if all Ireland (hould be put 
"^ iota one fcale, and this forry fellow Wood into the 
** other ; that Mr Wood and bis halfpence fhouid weigh 
' " dmm this whole kingdom, by which England gets 
'* above a miUioa of good money every year clear into 
I ** their pockeu ; and that is more than the Englifh do by 
f •all the world befidcs*"' Cp. 24.]^ 
t Parturiant'fnentes — But I beg pardon for talking to • 
: Unin a language which he does not underfland. 
r «• A famous law-hooJI:; called TA* mJrror of jujltce^^ 
" difooarfing of the charters, (or laws), ordained by our 
" ancient kings^ declares the law to be as follows : It 
" was ordained, that no khgoi this realm fhouid change^ 
^ hnfairy or amende or make any money than of gold or 
^ Jher^ without the afleot of all the counties; that is» 
** as my Lord Coke [ i . loft; 576,] fays, widiout the aflent 
^ it fmriiament'* [p. 24.] 

TheaJie coodudesy. according t0 cuAom, with his ^ti^^ 
lettering fpeeches. 

'* I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the trouble,- 
"* iet before yon in (hort what the law obliges you to do» 
J* and what it does not oblige you to." [This Drapier 
IS an excellent lawyer, I wonder he is not made a Lord 
(Skaocellor]. 

'< Firft, you are oblijged to take all money in pay- 
'* ments which is coined by the King^ and is of the 
** Eogltfli ftandard or weight, provided it be of gold or 
•• filver. 

** Secondly, you are not obliged to take any money 

•• which is not of gold or filver. 

" Thirdly, much Icfs are we obliged to take thofevile 

•* halfpence of that fame Wood> 

" Therefore, my friends, (land to it one and all : re* 
•♦ fbfe.this filthy trafti. It is no treafon to rebel againft- 
•* Mr Wood. His Majefty, in his patent^ obliges nobody 
•• to take thefe h .Ifpence." [p. 27;] . 

So Then, .at this rate they are coined fornobody, by 
lome: .dy ; nr.d fomehody is to get nothing by nobody. I 
Ittire made a ike iiand of my patent and covna^^e. Xt f^^^ 
N.3J Ckii'CiKX&i^v 
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• Gentlemen, the force of that argument which the 1 
offers ; bnt I find logic is not his talent. Thus 1 
with great patience, gone through this injurioas j 
fatire upon myfelf contained in this firft letter. But 
iog that the beil undertakers have always met with c 
and detraAors, I comfort myfelf that I have far d 
this malicious author ; tliat you are all convinced 
cow for all your goods ; and though a perfect flra: 
the country of Ireland, yet a little time will (he\ 
ioduflry and pains it has cod me, to make you a flot 
and a happy people. It is my inclination to pre 
good understanding between me and you, however 
people may endeavour to interpofe. Before I cooci 
have one complaint more : I am told, that pitiful, 
cioMSf infidiouSf underminings fcrihhling Drapier 
a parcel of tittered, filthy^ Irijhy buttermilk^ ^ 
fcpundrels^ to carry my effigies about in Wood, anc 
wards hang it at Stephen's Green, [p. 155.] > ^^^ 
I hope, when the parliament fits, to have ample fatisi 
I am glad that none of the gentry of Ireland were a 
ed in tha^ abominable proceiEoo. 



/ am your heft frlem 
1 



I and true account of the folemn procef^ 
I to the Gallows, at the execution of 
ILLIAM Wood, £fq; and hardware* 
a*. 



Written in the year 1724. 



i time ago, upon a report fpread, that William 
ood, hardwareman, was concealed -in his brother- 
f houfe here in Dublin, a great number of people 
rent conditions, and of both fexes, crouded about 
>r, determinately bent to take revenge upon him, 
ner and a counterfeiter. Amongft the reft, a cer- 
rious perfon ftanding in a corner obferved, that 
I difcovered their refentments in the proper terms 
pre/Eons of their feveral trades and callings ; 
F he wrote down as many as he could remem- 
id was pleafed to communicate them to me, with 
> publifh them for the ufe of thofe who at any 
:reafter may be at a lofs for proper words wherein 
^fs their good difpofitions towards the faid William 

:opIe cried out to have him delivered into thctt 

hands, 
the parliament-man. Ex/rel him the louje^ 
irliamentroan. I fecond that motion, 
L. I'll bafte him. 
ook. ril give him his hclly/uU, 
k>ok. ril give him a lick in tlie chops. 

lit piece the author makes the feveral artificers attend 
Wood (rcprcfented by a log of timber) to the gallours, 

tradelman exprcffes his rcfentmer.t in the terms of hi« 
ilUng. Then follow s the prorcflion, moft humoroufly de- 

Thc whole IS ft piece of ridicule too power! ul for the 

gravity to withAaud. Orrety, 

Molyneux an ironinoi%er» 
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4th CkK>k. ril /ovi^ce him. 
Drunkeii^man. I'll beat him as long as I can ^omL^ 
Sookfeller. Til tarn over a nevj haf with him*. 
Saddler. Til pummel him. 
'Glazier. Til make the light fliine throng Mofu 
Grocer. I'll pepper him. 
Groom. Til curry his hide, 
apothecary. Til /(^v^^ him. 
2d Tothecary. Til beat him to mumm^. 
Schoolmafter. I'll make him an example-^ 
Rabbetcatcher. V\\ ferret him. 
FaTtour. Til tbuPiphAm^ 
Coioer. Til gjive Him ^ rap., 
WHIG. Doowf withhiitt.. 
'TORY.. Up with him. 
Hiller. ril da(h out his grinders^ 
2d Miller. Dam \nm*. 
fioatmao* ^/>i.hira.. 
Scavenger., Throw- him ID the kenneh 
Dyer. I'll beat him UaQk. and blue. 
Ss^nioman, TUmake theib^^f/^ tooi^o/ibrhiflKi. ^ 
"Whore. Pcx rot him, . 
Sd Whore, Let mc alone vnxh him., 
3d Whore. Clap him up, 
Muflard -maker. Til have him by the n»fi, 
Gurate. Til make the devil come out of him* 
Fopifh prieft. VWfend him to the devil. 
Dancirigmafler. TU teach him better manners, 
2d Daocingmafter. I'll make^ him cat> a. C0pfr' th 
itory high. . 

Farmer. Til tkrajh Urn* . 

TaiJor. I'll fit on his JkirtSi 

2d Tailor. Hell is too goud for him. 

gd Tailor. V\\ pJnk his doublet. 

4th lailor, I'll make his a make ^//^/r/» 

Bafkcimaker I'll hamper him., 
fiddler. I'll have him by the ears. 
2d Fiddler. rili>ang him to fome tune. 
Baiber. I'll have him by the beard. 
2d Barber, I'll pull his nuhijkers. 
3li*^su:ber. V\\£aAQ,hJ&-hair lidod on end.^ . 
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Barber. 1*11 ^omi his locks, 

:er. Ill try what mefa/ he's made of. 

er. ril make an etid of him. 

acconift. I'll make himt y^^i^. 

'obaccooid. I'll make him fet up his p/^ei, 

fnder. I'll make him ^iV7i. 

:ney-coachman. Til make him know his drher^ 

[ackney-coachman. I'll drive him to the devik 

fier. ril have a limb of him. 

utcher. Let us bl(nu him up. 

utcher. My knife in him. 

b. I'll fwaddU \mL 

laptift. We'll ^//^ the rogue in the /«/i^. 

r. I'll rub him down, 

oaaker. Set him in the Jicch. 

er. I'll kick him to haifcronam^ 

»anker. 1*11 pay him off. 

er, I'll have a rubber with him. 

slier, ril make hb bones rattle. 

:emaker. I'll lace his (ides. 

ener. I'll makd him 'mater hit plants. 

ife. I'll reckon with him. 

Aid. I'll make him. pull in his hotns« 

voman. I'll mumble him. 

rman. I'lf throttle him. 

at lad the people* having received aiTurances, that- 
a Wood was neither in the houfe nor kingdom, ^* 
certain commiiEoners to hang himineffigie; where* 
vhole ceremony and proceifion deferve to be tranf* 
JO pofterity. 
, the way was cleared by a detachment of the black* 

with fhort (licks in their hands, and codudes of 
\ their hats. 

Q appeared William Wood, £fq; reprefented ta 
by an old jnece of curved timber, taken from the 
a (hip. Upon his face, which looked very difmal» 
led at proper didances feveral pieces of his own coin, 
ote who he was, and to (ignify his calling and bis 

He wore on his head a. peruke, very artfully com!* 
\i four dd mops J a, haker about his DecKt^^^^"^^^ 

%3Jt 
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for a cravat. His cloaths were indeed not fo neat 
gant as is ufual with: perfons in his condition, (wh 
cenforious people imputed to affedtation), for he 
Vered with a large ragg of fcveral colours in pat< 
he was borne upon the (houlders of an- able-bodtec 
In his march by St Stephen's green, he often be 
both fides to (hew his rdfpe^s to the company; his 
ment was grave ; and his countenance, though fo 
penfive, was very compofed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a long 
ing cloak, with his hat over his nofe, and a hand 
in his left hand to wipe the tears from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner htmfelf 
fon ; whofe venerable afpeft drew the eyes of th 
aflembly upon him ; but he was further didinguifb 
halter, which he bore upon his left (houlder as th 
cf his office. 

Then followed two perfons hand in hand ; the 
prefenting William Wood's broiher-in-law ; the 
certain faddler^ his intimate friend, whofe name 1 
Each had a frnall kettle in his hand, wherein wa 
iboable quantity of the new halfpence. At pre 
riods they fhook their kettles, which made a mel 
fband, like the ringing of a knell for their partner % 
federate. 

After thefc followed feveral officers, whofe a 
was iiecefFary for the more decent performance 
gfeat work in hand. 

* The proceffion was clofed with an innuraerabi 
of people, who frequently fent out loud husfczas ; 
were cenfured by wifer heads as a mark of inhu 
arid an ungenerous triumph over the unfortunate, 
duly confidering the various viciflitudes of hum 
However, as it becomes an impartial hiftorian, 1 1 
conceal one obfervation, that Mr Wood himfelf a 
wholly unmoved, vrithout the leaft alteration in hi 
tenance ; only when he came within light of the fat 
which happened to be of the fame fpecies of timb 
his own perfbn, he feemed to be fomewhat penfive 
'At the place of execution he appeared undaunt 
W5 ktn to fb^d a tear. He loadt t)a x^^^^^vc^^ I: 
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ti bimfelf with great rdignation to the hangman, who 
indeecl thought to ufe him with too much roughneJb^ 
er kiifing him, nor aiking him pardon. His dying 
E C H was printed, and deferves to be written in let- 
of GOLD. Being alked whether it were his own 
genuine SPEECH, he did not deny it. 
bofe of the fofter fex, wha attended the ceremony, 
ited that fo comely and ^tW- timbered a man fhouU 
to fo untimely an end. He hung but a (hort time ; 
pen feeling his bread, thejr found it cold and fti^T. 
is flrange to think, how this melancholy fpe^acle 
d the hearts of the people to companion. When he 
cut down, the body was carried through the whole 
:o gather contributions for his wake ; and all forts of 
e fhewed their liberality according as they were able, 
ceremony was performed in an alehoufe of didindion, 
n a manner fuitable to the quality of the deccafed, 
le the attendants were difcourfing about hi.> funeral , a 
ly member of the aflembly flood up, and propoled, 
the body fhould be carried out the next day, and 
:d with the fame pomp and formalities ufed at his ex- 
on ; which would prevent the malice of his enemies, 
aU indignities that might be done to his remains. 
was agreed to; and, about nine o' clock, on the fol- 
ig morning there appeared a fecund proceHion. But, 
ing not having been any part of the fentcnce, authori- 
ought fit to interpofe, and the corpfe was refcucd by 
ivil power. 

''e hear the body is not yet interred ; which occafions 
^ fpeculations. But, what is more wonderful, it is po- 
ly affirmed by many who pretend to have been eye- 
ifles^ that there does not appear the leaft altera- 
in any one lineament or feature of his countcniuice ; 
vifibie decay in his whole frame, further than what 
3een made by worms Jong before his execution. J he 
ion of which difficulty, I fhali leave among naturalifls. 



Some 



Some confiderations on the attempts 
Mr Wood's brass money in Irel 



By a lover of his country. 



IT 18 a mekncholy confideration, to fee the j< 
folutiom and addrejfes of both houfes of pari 
Ireland, during their late fejfton^ the late addt 
Meg eft ft j lift ices and privy council efthat king 
the petition of the county of the city of Dublin ; 
•the unanimous fenfe of this nation, and the gri 
henjions they nuere under y from importing ana 
copper halfpence vnd farthings in Ireland, by 
the patent granted to William Wood, have b€ 
fented in the ftrongeft terms : I fay, it is a n 
confideration, to fee the force of all thefe repre 
eluded by the petitions of a (Ingle perfon, fu< 
Wood. 

If juftice flood on the fide of this fingle perfbt 
to give good men pleafure to fee that right fli 
place ; but when, on the contrary, the commor 
v^hole nation, the quieting the minds of a people 
with apprehenfion of th^ utmoft danger to thei 
ties, nay, the prefervation of the purity of thei 
overborn by private intereft, what good man bu 
ment fuch an unhappy (late of affairs ? 

And fince the matter was of this importance, : 
ed to carry with it the tefHmony of heaven, in 
irerfal cry of the people, how could any particu 
bcTS of a community, which had thus with one 
precated the evil, with any fiiew of reafon t 
them the rifle of any mifcarriage in a trial, in j 
nate court ? 

It was to our gracious Sovereign, that all thef 
es and petitions were prefented : it was into hi 
hands the whole nation committed the care of th( 
and it would have been the higheft piece of arro| 
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any perfon to have prefumed to take upon themfelves a 
flure in that tq;ift, which was oirfy repofcd in his Majo 
ty*9 hands. It is ho w;onder therefore, i6at every one 
'ms guarded 'With caution y againft giving atty advice or 
pinion in tl^is matter 0/ flat e ; for which reafon they 
ODght to apprehend great danger to themfelves from 
meddling in it. 

Though this proceeding fnay feem extraordinary ; yet 
it being on a mofl extraordinary matter, on a matter of 
fuch importance, as feemed to involve the civil jights and 
properties of a whole nation in the ifTue of it ; on a mat« 
ter wherein the Lords and Commons were complainants^ 
SDd the King immediately concerned, not only as general 
father of his people, but al(b as particular and only tni- 
flee,' in whom his people repofed entire confidence to re- 
drefs the grievances complained of; was.it jiot entirely 
Kft(boable and. fit, that' every particular perfon of this 
kingdom (hould reji upon what was done by the whole 
body of the people dtdy affembled in parliament, and not 
arrogaotly aflume to therafelyes a power -of putting the 
fac of this nation to an iffue before twelve men ? 

Since then it plainly appears, that this niattcr is of -fuch 
thigh nature, that no particular perfon ought to have in- 
leriDeddjed 'in ic ; it is to be prefunud, that the non-ap- 
pearance of perfons tofnpport the united fcnfe of both hou- 
■ps ^parliament of \xt\7ccid, can never be conUrucd as a 
general diffidence, of being abk to fupport the charge 
kronght againfl the patent and patentee i though indeed it 
night prpceed from a general and a very reafonable appre* 
henfiim of a mifcarridge in -this important a{FaiT ; 'o:hci\'in 
Uth hotifes ofpariiavient had declared ihemfshes f9 fully 
convinced^ and fatisfied upon evidence^ and oiawi nation 
taken in the moft folemn manner ; that for my pai t, I 
(and fo I liopc every true lover of his country on his part) 
vill look upon their refolutions to ha\'c the fame -dignity 
•(in this cafe) with a maxim in-law, quia maxima eft eo* 
rum dignitasy ct certijima authoritas^ at que quod maxi" 
me omnibus probentur. 

And therefore I don't prefume to enter the lifts, in pr- 
der to fupport the refolutions of both houfes of parlia- 
ment ; tor I look upoa it, that they ate fo /urc and un- 

Vol, ilL O coiUrou civile » 
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contr^lahlfj thai they ought not to he qneftioned : I 
/Hall be the bafiDefs of this paper, to point out fon 
the nufchiefis which will naturally refult from this 
age of Mr Wood's^ io cafe it fhould be forced upon 

We are told, that the power of iffuing this roon< 
Mr Wood*s is limited, and nvithout any compulfion^ 
currency inforced^ to he received hy fucb only as «? 
voluntarily and nmlfully accept the fame. But then 
melancholy to behold, that this patent is explained 
obligatory on all Sis Majeflfs officers and minijiet 
receive the fame. 

By this means tt^re b a foundation laid for the roo 
heard-of confufion that ever was introduced into the 
nefs of a nation ; for here is eftablifhed a fpecies of m 
made of the bafefl metal, which none in employment 
der his Majedy mud refufe in payments to the crown 
themfelves, and yet all the red of his fubjedls are at 
ty to refufe the fame in payments to be made to then 
ther by his Majefty, or by any other perfon. 

Thus the revenue of the crown will be highly pn 
ced^ . by the want of intrinfic value in the coin with ^ 
it is paid ; and the army and all others in employment 
der his Majedy, are the perfbns, who, in the fird ] 
mud bear the burthen of this mifchief. For if the; 
the Qnly perfons who are obliged to receive this a 
current money, it is to be prefumed that no other p( 
will receive the fame but with confiderable allowanc 
the difference between the bra/s money ^ and that ma 
gold and (liver. 

And even with a confiderable allowance, it will be 
to conceive how this brafr money ^ ynYi find any degi 
currency in the world, without the aifidance of a I 
men, who may probably raife great edates in this un(i 
courfe of affairs ; but fqch a kt of people ought net 
be encouraged by a wife government, for they will 
heir fortunes by the loffes of good fub|65ls, and by 
ing on the revenue of the prince : and yet thofe hack 
or money 'jobber St will be found necefTary if this braj. 
fiey is made current in the exchequer. 

To (hew in fome meafurc the proportion of this mil 
to his Majedy's revenue, and to thofe in immediate 
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••BDdcrhitn; it muft be confidered, that the grofs reve- 
"^ofdiis kiogdom is about 500,000/. per annum \ out 
jf ihich mufl be dedufled the charge of coile«.^ion and 
■awfttcb ; which, to be fure, the feveral coUedors, and 
^ who are to receive the drawbacks, will take care to 
2ccive«in Sterling money ; about 80,000/. per annufn ; 
Xl there will remain for the difcharge of the civil and 
iBtary lifls, penfioos, &c. 420,000/. /^r ^;j////;;/, which 
m, it 18 probable, iflbes out of the treafury. by monthly 
ymcnts of about 35,000/. p^r fnonth; for otlierwife the 
rrcnt cafh in this nation could not pofHbly pay the revc- 
p, and ferve to carry on even the little^ bufinefs of this 
JDtry. for it hath never been computed that our current 
a amounts to more than 500,000/. fo that if 40,000/. 
Mr Wood's brafj money is thrown, in upon us, (even 
nitcing tlut no more of this fpecies (hould be brought 
^ it is manifcft that that fum will be near one twclftli of 
whole coin in the nation ; and more than one momh's 

of the civil and military lifts, and penflons, iic, of this 
gdom. 

[f this fum (hould ftagnate in the treafary^ it is certain 
re will be no greater loft (immediately brought) by 
\ coin to the revenue, than the money that there lies 
d amounts to : but if it is iflaed in monthly payments 
the army, and other his Majeffy's olKcers and mini- 
s, as in all probability it muft : then this coin, bebg 
ipofed of a bafe metal, current only in the exchequer, 
a« it is received at an imaginary value, of at leaii 60 
cent, more than the real value of the material, it will 
Puddeoly paid back again to the coUedlors, and by tjiat 
ins pais through the treafury, at lead three times in 
ry year ; for there we are told» it is to meet with 719 
9r moieflatian. 

&od feeing the currency of this money is not inforced 
any other of his Majefty's fubjeds, it is eafy to con- 
ire, that the difference of value between this coin, and 

gold and filver which will be current in the nation, 
1 be fettled by the money 'johbersf at about 20 per cent, 
bount. « 

By which means aloncy there uill be loft in the iotrindc 
at of the rereoue the fum of 241OOO U fer ann^ viv^- 
O 2 ^^^ 
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out compating for the \offea which muft ,neceflai3 
brought to the revenue, by the general diffideooi; 1 
the introducing this coin will create amon^ the p6 
all which wiH be manifeftly deflrufiive of the trait 
commerce of the kingdbm^ and of dangerous conftf 
to the properties of the fulled ^ 
. And yet the evij has been here computed on a fuj 
tion that only 40,000/. of this money will be uttei 
the kingdom ; but L take it to be iAipoilible to Krni 
<}uantity that (hall be brought in, especially if the im 
ers of it have fo fure a market for the fame as th 
chequer. 

For though his Majefty (hould be able to prev^n 
Wood from coining any more than 40,000/. and (! 
never hereafter be prevailed upon to grant bis fptci 
cence or authority to enlarge that fum, yet it wil 
ilnpolfible to prevent the importation of this (prt of 
from other nations^ . And there have been fuch tj 
of dyes made ufe of by Mr \Yood in (lamping his m 
that it makes the difcovery of counterfeits more diff 
aod the profit is fo great, that it will be a fu£cieot 1 
tation to our induflrious neighbours of Holland to 
Urge quantities of this coin to fo fure a market a 
exchequer. 

Aod perhaps it may be a queftion among lawyers, 
ther a man can be punilhed, at the King's fuit, for 
terfelting this coin» biecaufe it is not the current cc 
the kingdom ; for though thefe halfpence are»td b 
ceived as money in the exchequer, yet in trade the 
no better than counters^ and therefore the patent 
perhaps be conflraed to be no m»re than a grant 
monopoly to make tHbfe counters. 

But it is worth obferving, that if this patent w fo 1 
ed, as that his Majefty's officers, employed in the K 
of his revenue, cannot refiife receiving this coiui 
dire(5ily contrary tp two a^ls of parliament now in foi 
this kingdom, . and which are to be found itt the bOi) 
rates diAributed among the officers of the revenue* 

For by the adl of tonnage and poundage, 1 4 ar 
Car. n.cap. 9. thd dmties thereby granted to his Mi 
sLod his faccettorsy are to b^ f aid ta tawfd money of 
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tfx! by the ad of excife, or qew imppfl, 1 4 and 
II. c^. 8. it is exprefsly declared and ena^ed, 
feveral rates and quti^s of excife^ and all fines ^ 
, Jorfertures^ or oth^r funi> or fums of monejn 
mpefedy fet^ or forfeltid^ In and by this a(f^ 
f/ and intended to be current and lanuful money 
r ^Kngland, dnd thaf all (ifide^eiry <^the fami^ 
-ire demanded X receivfdy pai4y andfatlsfied accor" 

rfe ^6ts it is manifefl, that the collectors are oblU 
r€cive the feveial' duties arifipg from the cuftom 
fe, in no other money but fuch as is current and 
oney of Eagland ; and Mr Wood's halfpence and 

not being "current or l;^wful money in England, 
\ Icingdom, if this patent is obligatory on them tp 
ayments in this coin, it is contrary to afls of par- 

and therefore void in itfelf 
r the feveral colJe6^6rs of his Majefty's revenue in 
dom fhould receive the faid dupes, or any part of 
I Mr Wood's brafs money^ ii would be affuming 
elves a power to difpenfe with thofe a6ls of parlia- 
ntrary to the fenfe of both houfcs of parliament, 
trary to their rcfpeftive Qattis j fo that it feems 
!afonaHe, becaufe coijfonant to hw, that the of^ 
the rfvefiue Jhould ^ive orders to the inferior pffir 
f to receivi this coin, 

ps it will, be faid- that th,e King hath a power to 
lat coin -he pleafes to be recf ivea by the officers of 
lue, aqd tbii,t tlws patent is in confequ.cnce of fuch 
ative. But' it is to be l^ojped^ that this doi^rii?? 
er be maintained, in favour .of a coin, to whidi 
>le nation, as well in paHiament ^epibl^d, as ia 
vate capacities, have fhewed a general .diflike. 
over., as this cafe ftands ciccumftanced, it is a great 
, whetf^er his Majefty hath fuch adifenfir^ power : 
jgh it fhouFd be alloTyqd, tha,t h^i Majefly jtiigUt 
he receipt of his own revenue in what coin' he 
; yet it is moft certain, that his Maiefty docs 
nd.to inforce the currency of Woo^Vmortfiy s^- 
ly pf -his fubje^, mijch l^fs dothjivvs ^'^wft^ v^ 
oblige thiffe' who are intitlcd, .V>y 5i3^ of ^ilm^^w.^ 
O ^ 
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to be paid in current money of England, to rec 
money of Mr Wood's. 

And it 18 plain, that, by tlie a6t of excife, thei 
vera! />!//, penalties ^ 2sA forfeitures^ which, by 
that a^, are to be received In current money of 
and to half thole fines ^ forfeitures^ and penalties 
formers are intitled by virtue of the faid a6l ; 
the officers (hould be obliged to receive them in h 
ney^ the informers mutt neceflarily lofe the bend 
(aid a^ : and I may venture to fay, that adl cann 
pealed but by another ad, to be made by Kin£ 
and Commons ; and not by a patent. 

All thefe things havmg been, among many 01 
weighty matters, laid before both houfes of p 
of Ireland ; it is not to be wondered, that they 1 
that the patent had been obtained in a clandejiim 
precedcnted putnner^ and by notorious mifreprij 
rf tbejiate of Ireland. For what can be more cl 
than to obtain a patent with powers, not only hi^ 
judicial to his Majejifs revenue^ dejiru£iive of 
and commerce of the kingdom^ and of danger^ 
fuence to the properties ofthefubjed^ but alfo c< 
feveral aSs of parliament ? and that it was an unf 
ed attempt, at ieafi in this reign, will be readily 
therefore all the reprefentations made of the (la' 
land, in order to obtain this patent, may with gi 
be called notorious mifreprefentations. 

But it has been faid, that his Majefty cannc 
againll the patentee; but according to the known 
maxims of Jaw and jufHce : and God forbid thi 
pT this kingdom flipuld advife his Majefly to f 
jJilpeDfe with any of our laws. No p^rt of the 
'from the houfes of parliament of Ireland has 
tendency this way. 

For though the houfe of Commons, in their { 
l^refs to his Majeffy, moft humbly befeech his Mi 
Be nvill be gracioujly pleafed to give direflions to 
pil officers intrujled 'with the receipt of his Ma^ 
^nue, that they do noty on any pretence ivhatjt 
ferfuch halipcrice and farthings : yet, if hi: 
had'been gradguily ^\s^^&x.oVv%st ^tti ^tds 
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ling to tbis humble addrefs of his people of Ireland ; it is 
lambly conceived that this would have been only an af- 
irttance of the law of the laad» as hath been faid, and not 
my way contrary to law. 

For though his Majefty, hyAis patent under the great feat 
j^Great Britain, nuiUsi rMuifei^ and commands his iieu* 
tenant 9 deputy ^ or other chief governor or governors of his 
\ingdam of Ireland, and all other officers and minifters 
if his Majefy^ bis heirs and fuccejfors in Kt^fJAxA^ Ire* 
land, or elfpwhere^ to be aiding and affijiing to the faii 
William Wood, his executors^ ifc, in the execution of ait 
or any the pomersy authorities^ direQions^ matters^ or 
tiisigs to he executed hy him or them^ or for his or their 
Im^ or advantage^ l(y virtue* and in purfuance of tht 
find indentures ; yet it is in all things as bccometh^ ire. 
And this b to be expounded by the known laws of the 
bod, and by other parts of the faid patent, whereby it it 
nanifeft that hss Ma^efty never intended to inforce the cur* 
reney tf this money y to he received hy any perfon^ that 
mnuld not voluntarily and iiH fully accept the fame. 

Therefore, fince the people have (hewed a general dif- 
Eke of this coin, it is to be hoped, that fome method will ' 
Ke found out to eafe their minds fiom the diAmb^tioa they 
areooder on this ooca&oq. 



A fliort View of tl)^ State of Uelakd^ 
Wfktett iiv ^ yetr 1727. 



I AM uHmdf that It hath for fbme dme been phiAiMl 
as a metlKKi of making mens courts when they aVv 
afloed aboat the rate of faods, the abilities of tenants, ths 
(htte of trade and mamifaflure in this kingdom, and hofr 
riieif rents are paid, to anfwer, that in their neighhdd^ 
hood all things are in a flouriihing condidon, the renraw 
porchaie of land every day incrcafing. And if a gentle*, 
man happen to be a fittie more (tncere in his reprefematioMf 
beiides being looked bn as not well affcfted, he is fure i9 
kaTC. a dozen comradidors -at his elbow-. I -think it is w 
matmer of iecrer, ^liy thefe queftions are fb cordiatiy afle* 
cd, or £> '^^ig^fy anTwercd. 

- Bat (ince, with regard to tie affairs of rtit6'kingd<^^' I 
iMiveiieen ufing aSl endeaTo»rs to'fubdne hiy indi^natitof 
to wfafch'indeed I^tnuot proroked^ any pergonal- interefti 
not being the owner of one fpot'ef grornid inthcwholcf' 
JIand ; X fhall only enumerate by rules generally known, and 
never contradi^ed, what are the true caufes of any couo^ 
try*s flourifhing and growing rich ; and then examine 
what cSeds arife from-thofe caufes in the kingdom of Ire- 
land. 

The (irft caufe of a kingdom's thriving is, the fmitfiJ- 
Defs of the foil to produce the neceflaries and conTenicn- 
dcs of life ; not only fufficient for the inhabitants, but for 
exportation into other countries. 

The fecond is, the induftry of the people, in working 
np all their native commodities to the Ia(l degree of ma* 
vip^fadtuie. 

The third is, the conveniency of fafe ports and havens 
to carry out their own goods as much manufafbured, and 
i)nng'in thofe of others as lirtle manufadlured* as the na* 
tare of mutual commerce will allow. 

The fourth iS| thai i\\t ti^U't^^ %L^\d) %& tancU as 
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tble, e:iport and impon theic goods in v^iTels of thdt 

I timber, made ia their own country. 

rhe fifth 19, the. privilege of » free trade in aU foreign 

)tries, which will permii them, except tfaofe who are 

IT with their :own piince or flate. 

lie fi^ah isv by being goverded.oiily by'Iaws^m^de with 

r own coofent ; for otherwife they are not a free peo* 

And therefor^ aU appeals for jaflice, or applications 
XTOur or preferment, to another country^ are fo many 
foxm inlpoveiiihmentSi 

'hefeventhis, by improvement of hnd, eneduragement 
gri<iiiltiire» alkt thereb]^ increafing the number of their 
ie; without which^ an^ country, however blefled by 
re, m»ft coatinae poor. 

he dghth is, the refidence' of the prince, or chief ad^ 
ftrator of the civil power 
he ninth is, the conconrf^ of foreigpers for educa- 

curiofity, or pleaTure; or as to a general mart o£ 

he tenth is, by difpofing all offices of honour, profit, 

afl only to the naUves ^ or at leaft with very few e»- 

ons, where Grangers have long inhabited the cotmtryy 

ire fuppofed to underftand and regard the inteeeil of 

their own, 

he eleventh is, when the rents of lafid», ftt)d profits 

[iiploymeats, are f^at in the (Country which produ* 

:hem, and not in another; the former of which vn\i 

idly happen, where the love of our natif» country 

ails. 

he twelfth is, by dia public feVeiities being all fpent 

em^byed at home,, except on the occafioos of » fo* 

\ war. 

lie thirteenth is, wh^re the people arc not obliged, un* 

diey find it for their own intereft or conveniency, to 

ive any monies, except of their own coinage by a pQ« 

mint after the manner of all civilized nations. 

^he fourteenth itf , a difpoGtion of the people of a coun- 

to wear their own manufactures, and import as few in* 

ncnts to luxury, either in doathsj furniture, food, or 

k, as they poffibly can live conveniently without. 

'here are many otk^r ouifes of a mWfi% x2nfm\ui^ 
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which I at prefent cannot recolle<5t: but without adiraiil 
from at leaft fome of thefe^ after turning my thoo{ 
a long time, 1 am not able to cUfcover from whence 
wealth proceeds, and- therefore would gladly be better 
formed. In the mean time I will here examine, t 
ihare falls to IrelgiKlof thefe caufc^ or of tho effedi 
confequences. 

It is not my intention to complain, but barely to re 
fanSk; and the. matter i^ not of fmall importance, ft 
is allowed, that a man who lives in a folitary houfe, 
from help, is not wiie in endeavounng to acquire in 
neighbourhood the reputation of being-rich ; becaufe tl 
who come for gold, will go off with pewrer and hi 
rather than return empty: and in the common praAic 
the world, thofe who pofTcfs mofl wealth, make the I 
parade; which they leave to others, who have nod 
die to bear them out in (hewing their faces on the 

As to the firft caufe of a nation's riches, being 
fertility of the foil| as well as .temperature of cKmate, 
have no rrafon'to complain: for, alrhoagh the quar 
of unprofitable land in this kingdom, reckoning bog, 
rock, and barren mountain, be doubli in proportioi 
what it is in England; yet the native produdHons, w 
both kingck>ms deal in, ar<e very near an equality in { 
of goodneis, and might with the (ame encouragemen 
as weH manu&^red. I except mines and minevals 
fome of which however we ar# only dt^dSd^^ » paifl 
ikill and induftry/ 

In the feoond, which is the induftry of the people, 
misfortuBfria not altogether owing to our own fimlt, bi 
a million of difcouragements. 

The Gonveniency of ports and havens, which na 
hath beflowed fo liberally on this kingdom, is of no e 
ufe to us, than a beautiful profpe^ to a aian flmt up 
dungeon. 

■ As to (hipping of^ its own, Ireland is fo utterly un; 
vided, that, of all the excellent timber cut down tvi 
thefa fifty or (ixty years, it can hardly be faid, that 
nation hath received the benefit of one valuable houf 
dmoUio, or ooeikipt0tn4$wUh. 
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land is the only kingdom I ever heard m read of, 
!D ancient or modern ftory, which was denied die 
f of exporttog their native commodities -and manafac- 
where-ever they jdeaied, except to countries at war 
:heir own prince or ftate : yet this :privile^e, by the 
ority of mere power, is refufed ttji in the mod mo- 
»us parts of commerce-; befides an slQ: of navigation, 
ich we never conientedy pinned down upon us, and 
Aifly executed; and a thoufand other unexampled 
[iftances> as grievous as th^ are invidious to mention. 

> on to the refl : 

is<<oo well known, that we are forced to obey (bme 
ive never coniented to; vHiich is a condition I mull 
ill by its true uncontroverted name for fear of Lord 
Justice Whitihed's ghoft, with his //^(fr/e7/ et natah 
*, written for a motto on his coach, as it flood at 
x>r of the court, while he was perjuring himfelf to 
f both. Thus we are in. the condition of patients, 
lave phyik lent them by doctors at a diftance, flran- 
o their conititution and the nature of their difcafe : 
lus v^ are forced to pay Ust hundred per cent, to 
s our properties: in all which we have likewise the 
ir to be diflinguiihed from the whole race of man- 
to the improvement of land ; thofe few who attempt 
or planting, through covetoufnefs or want of /kill 
ally leave .things worfe than they were ; neither fuc- 
%g in trees nor hedges ; and by running into the ^cy 
Bzing, after the manner of the Scythians, -are every 
epopulating the country. 

e are ib far from having a king to reHde among us, 
;ven the viceroy is generally abfent four fifths of his 
in the government. 

> fbangers from other countries make this a part of 
travels ; where they can expedl to fee nothing but 
s of mifery and defblation. 

lofe who have the misfortune to be bo n he^'e, have 
»(l title to any confiderable employment ; to which 
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^hey tte-leldom prdTerredj ^t upon apo!iti< 
ntion* 

One third |nit cf the rents of Irekmd is fy 
hnd ; which, -with the profit of employment! 
nppeab, journeys of plesdure or heailth, educa 
i/ffis ef t»Drt and both uniTerfities» remhtanc 
fiire, the pay of all fuperior officers in the arm} 
ioddenti^ wiH amount <o a lull half of the ioc 

-1vholekiogdom» all clear profit to England. 

We are xienied the liberty of coining gold 
even copper. In the ifle of Man they coin 

Jilveri every petty prince, vaffal to the ern 
coin what money he pleafeth. And in this, as 

■'the artides- already mentioned, we are an exc< 
other ftates or monarchies that were ever ko 
world. 

As to the lad, or fourteenth article, we take 

vto a^ diametrically contrary to it in the whole <> 
Uves. Both fexes, but efpedally the women,. 

•abhor to wear any of thefar own manufa^res, 

• whidi are better made than in other countries ; 
a fort of ililk plaid, through which the workmei 
to run a kind of gold thread that it may pafs 
Even ale and potatoes are imported from Engia 

':ts com ; and our* foreign trade is little more th 
tion of French wine, for which I ani toid we 
money. 

Now, if all this be true, (upon which* I coul 

^Jarge), I -would be glad to know, by what fee 
it is, that we grow a rich and flourifhing peo| 
liberty^ trade^ mamfa^ures, hihahttantSy mc 

^privilege 6f coining : without indujiry, labour, 
7?ient of land; and with more than half the re 
fits of the \^ho\Q ' kingdom annually exported, 
we receive not a fingle farthing : and to tnake 
nothing worth mentioning, except the linen of 

-a tradecdfual, corrupted, and at mercy; andi 
from Cork, -If we do flourifh, it muft be ag 
Jaw of nature and reafon ; like the thorn at G 
that bJoiToms in the niidlt of ^ winter. 
Let the worthy cominijfiomrs^ ^^ catae 
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ride round the kingdom^ and obTerve the face of 
r, or the face of the natives ; the improvement of 
nd ; the thriving numerous plantations ; the noble 
•; the abundance and\icinity of country-feats; the 
odious farmers houfes and barns; the towns and 
:s, where every body is bufy, and thriving with alJ 
>f manufactures ; the (hops full of goods wrought 
fedion, and filled with cudomers ; the comfortable 
nd drefs, and dwellings of the people ; the va/l num- 
f (hips in our harbours and docks, and fhip-wrights 
fea-port towns ; the roads crouded with carriers, 
with rich manufa^ures ; the perpetual concourfe to 

> of pompous equipages. 

ch what envy and admiration would thofe gentle - 
:tum from fo delightful a progrels ? what glorious 
i would they make, when they went back to £ng- 

my heart is too heavy to continue this irony longer ; 
is manifefl, that whatever (Iranger took fuch a 
y, would be apt to think himfelf travelling in Lap- 
r Iceland, rather than in a country fo favoured by 
as ours, both in fruitfulnefs of foil, and tempera- 
* climate. The miferable drefs, and diet, andxlweli- 
the people ; the general defolation in moft parts 
kingdom ; the old feats of the nobility and gen- 
in ruins, and no new ones in their (lead^ the fa- 
of farmers, who pay great rents^ living in fihh 
tftinefs upon buttermilk and potatoes, without a 
' flocking to their feet, or a houfe fo convenient as 
ilifh hog-fty to receive them. Thefc indeed may 
tfortable fights to an Englifh fpe^ator ; who comes 
bort time, only io Uarn the language y and returns 

> his own country, .whither he finds all ottr wealth 
!tted. 

Ncjlra miferia magna ejl, 

re 18 not one argument uled to prove the riches of 
, which is. not a'logical demonftration of its pover- 
'he rife of our rents is fqueezed out of the very 
and vitals, and doaths, and dwellings of thcte] 
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naDtSj who live worfe than EngKfh beggars. The kn 
nefs of interefl, in all other countries a fign of weahh, 
in 08 a proof of mifery ; there being no trade to empk 
any borrower. Hence alone comes the deamefs of fan 
Cnce the favers have no other way to lay out their mi 
ney : hence the dearnefs of neceflaries lor life : becas 
the tenants cannot afford to pay fuch extravagant mi 
for land, (which they muft take or go a-begging), wid 
out railing the price of cattle, and of corn, although tha 
feNes fhould five upon chaff. Hence our increafe < 
buildings in this city; becaufe workmen have nothing i 
do but to employ one another, and one half of them i 
infallibly undone. Hence the daily increaie of Banht 
>^ ho may be a neceflary evil in a trading-country, but : 
ruinous in ours; who for their private advantage fav 
fent away all our (ilver, and one third of onr goM; 
thajt within three years pad the running ca(h of the oatio 
which was about five hundred thourand pounds, is dc 
lefs than two, and muft daily diminifh, unlefs we have '. 
berty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, theii 
of Man, and the meanefl principality in the German a 
pi re, as 1 before obferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that this paradox oft 
kingdom growing rich is chiefly owing to thofe wort! 
gentlemen the BANKERS; who, except fome cuib 
houfe-officers, birds of pafTage, opprefHve thrifty Tqoin 
;ind a few others who fhall be namelefs, are the only tb 
ving people among us : and 1 have often wifhed, that a li 
were ena^ed to hang up half a dozen bankers every ye 
and thereby interpofe at lead fome fhort delay to the fi 
ther ruin of Ireland. 

Te are idle^ ye are idhy anfwered Pharaoh to the ifrai 
ites, when they complained to his Majefty^ that they w< 
forced to make bricks without draw. 

England enjoys every one of thofe advantages for c 
richinga nation, which I have above enumerated ; andi 
to the bargain, a good million returned to them every yc 
without labour or hazard, or one farthing value reccir 
on our fide : but how long we fhall be able to continue t 
.payment, I am not under the leaf I concern. One tbin{ 

kno^ 
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laow, thlt ivBen the ben isjiarvedio deaths there nvi/i be 
to more golden eggs. 

■I 'think it a litue unhofpitablc, and others may call it a 
libtile piece of malice, that becaufe there may be a dozen 
amilies in this town able to enteitain their Englidi friends 
n a generoas manner at their tables, their guefls, upon 
iidr retarn to England, (hall report, that we walJow in 
"icbes and luxury. 

Yet, I confefs, 1 have known an liofpltal, where all 
lie houfehold oiHcers grew rich ; while the poor, for whoie 
adce it was built, were almoft (larving for want of food 
uid raiment. 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flouriffiing king- 
lom, its wealth and profperity mull be owing to certain 
sanies, that are yet concealed from the whole race of 
mankind ; and the effedls are equally invifible. We need 
not wonder at grangers, when they deliver fuch para- 
doxes ; but a native and inhabitant of this kingdom, who 
gfves the &me verdict, mud be either ignorant to flupi- 
riity, or a man-pleafer at the escpeafe of ail honour, cun- 
Jdeoce, and truth *. 

* The preiSent ftate of Ireland f is, in general, as flouri/Iiing ss. 
pftfflile. Agriculture If cultivated : arts and fciences nre encou- 
ncali and in the fpace of eighteen years, which is almoit the full 
tee that I have known it, no kingdom can be more improved. 
licland,in rdatibn to £ngLind,may be compared to a younger ii Rcr 
Ittdy come of age, afttar having fuffcred all the miferies of -^v. in> 
ived minor, fuch as laV-luits, incroachments upon her propeity. 
vfeladon of bcr rights, deftrudion of her tenants, anU every c\ll 
that can benuned. At length, time, and lier own noble fpiiit o^ 
induftry, have entirely relieved her, and, fome little heartburn- 
logs excepted, (be enjoys the quiet poffeffion of a very ample 
fivtune, fubied, by way of acknowledgment, to certain quit- 
wnts, payable to the elder branch of her houfe. Take her all in 
^ flic cannot have a greater fortune than (he dcRrves. Orrery. 

ti75a. 
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An Answer to z paper, called, J 
€f the poor inhabitants, tradefnien^ a 
ers of the kingdom of Ireland. 

Written in the year 1723* 



I Received a paper from you, whocTcr yoo 
ed without any name of author or printer 
I fuppoie^ to me among others without an 
diftin^on. It contains a complaint of the 
com ; and fome fchemes for making it cheap 
cannot approve of. 

But pray permit me, before I go further, 
a fhort hiflory of the (leps by which we an 
hopeful fituation. 

It was indeed the (hameful practice of toe 
farmers to wear out their ground wiih pIougY 
either through poverty, lazinefs, or ignorance, 
took care to manure it as they ought, nor gave 
^art of the land to recover itfelf ; and when 
are near expiring, bemg a(rured that their lane 
not renew4 they ploughed even the meadow 
liich havo^, ^t many landlords were conlid 
CIS by it *. 

Tbis gave birth to that abominable race 
who upon ex{aration of the farmers (eafes w 
ingroft great quantities of land ; and the g 
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tlily managed by one or two herdfmcn and their boys ; - 
hereby the mafler-^rafier widi little trouble feized to- 
mfelf the livelihood of a hundred people. 

Ic mud be confefTed, that the farmers were judly pu- • 
ftied for their knavery y brutality, and folly. But nei- 
er arc the [quires ^^ Undlords to-be excufed ; for to . 
em is owing the depopulanng of the country, the vafi 
imber ,of beggar f, and the rnittof thofe few forry im- 
orements we had. 

That fannert fliould be limited in ploughing, is very 
afbnable, and pra^led in England ; and might have ea-- 
y been done here by penal claufes in their leafes : but to- 
.*prive them in a manner altogether from tilling their lands^ 
IS a moft ftnpid want of thinking. 

Had the ;^ri9f^/b6en confined to {^cfugh a certain quan- 
ty of land/ with a penalty of ten-pounds an acre for what- 
rer diey exceeded, and farther limited for the three or four 
ft years of their leafes, all this evil had -been prevented ; 
le nation would^have faved a million of money ; and been' 
lore populous by above foso hundred thoufand fouls . 

For a people denied the benefit- of trader to manage 
»cir lands in fuch a manner as- to produce nothing, bu^ 
hat they arc forbidden to trade with, or only fuch things 
I they can neither export nor raanufa^ure to advantage/ 

Im abfurdity that a naild Indian would be afhamed of;, 
pccially when we add, that we are content to purchaf^ 
us hopeful commerce by fending to foreign markets for 
ur daUy bread. 

The grazier"^ employment is to fted great flocI:s of 
iw;^, ox.btack cattle, or both. With regard xo Jhcep^ 
I folly is- ufually accompanied with perv«rfenefs, Xo i\ \9 
src. Tliere is fomething fo monftrous to deal in a com-« 
odity (farther than for our own nfe) which we are not 
lowed to export manufadlored, nor even unmanufaftu- 
id, but to one certain-country , and only to foiney^ii; ports 
I that country; thcr-e is, I %, fomethini^ (o fottiih, thnt 

wants a name in our langiKige to cxprcfs it by r and the 
ood of it is, that the more Jhee/> we have, the fjwer hu- 
lan creatures are left to wear the ivool, or cat \\\*i firfi}. 
^3& .was mad, when he miftook a flock i-)^ Jhtep^ for his 
P 5 ca'.mics' 
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tbat want wUA aaiiy graw uroqger: lor, i aouDc, i 
proje^ of tanning without it is at an end. Our 
am afraid, dill continues fcandalous in foreign mar! 
i6e old rea/ons^ But our tal/otv^ for any thing 1 
may he good. However, lo he(bw the vdiole V 
on beef and mutt on ^ and thereby drive out half the 
who fbouid eat their (hare, and force the reft to (en 
times as. far as £gypt for bretd to eat widl it, is 
peculiar and diftinguiflied piece o£ public csconi 
im' which I have no comprehenfion.. 

I :>|^ I know very well that our anceftbrs the Scythia 

rheir pofterity our kinfmen the Tartars, lived u 
blood,^ and milk, and »w fieih of their cattle, witk 
'^ )iV grain of corn^i but I confeft rayfelf fb degenerate 

j^ am not eafy without brtad to my vi^uak*. 

- j4' What amaaed me for a week or two, was tc 

E w this prodigious plenty of caUk, and dearth oiJ^urm 

iurffSy and want of brvad^ as well as taofuy. ta buy 
all kind of Jie/h-meat (hould be monftroufly dear, 
what was. ever kaown in this Idngdom. I> thought 
§c^ in the Hws, that there was not fome reguladc 
price of fiejh^ as weU as hreadx but I imagine t 
have gueil^ out the reafon : iafhort, I^am apt i 
that tbie whole kingdom? is overftocked wi& caii 
black smd 'wtbe : and ar it is obferved, that the pc 
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mrliAour^ tofurcbaji that mofky, are indeed wholly want* 
log. 

Nb v» Sir, to return more particuhrly to yon, and your 



A baodred thoofaod bands of vj^iot, you fay» (houU 

lae io^ported hither ; and ten tfaoufand pounds pramium to 

«he i mpor ter s. Have you looked into the purle of the na- 

mioB ; I am 00 oommiffioner of the treafary ; but am well 

afliired» that the whole running cajh would not fupply yott 

^nth a fom to parchafe h much corn^ which, only at twen- 

«y ihilltngt a*harrel, will be a humh^ thoufand pounds ^ 

aiKl ten thoufand wan for the pr^emium^ But you will 

tiafic for your com with other goods: aiKi where are 

tbofe goods ? If you had them, they are all engaged ta 

m the rents of ^^«/r^j, and other oocaiions in London^ 

Mdes a huge baknoe of trade dus year againfl us. Wil^ 

fereigners take our bankers paper? Ifiippoie^ they will 

vine it at little more than fo much a quire. Where are 

Aofe rich farmers and ingroffers of centf in fb bad a year,. 

and fo little (owing ? 

You are in pain for two /hilliogji pr^tmium, and forget 
ihe twehty (hilliogi for the price ; find me out the latter» 
lod I wiM engage for the former. 

Toor fdiCTe for a tax for rsufing fucfa a fnmis all vifionF- 
sry. and owing to a peat want of knowledge in the fnifirr^ 
MJiaU of this nation. Tea, coffee^ fugar, J^^*» ^i^^^r 
^fit^^ip* cioaih, are die jMuticulars yon mention^ upoa 
lApdi dus ta:a flionld be railed, i wiU allow the two firft;. 
ksQMfe they, are oowhokibme ; and die laft» becaufe t 
i«pUhe.|di4iflhey were aU burned; but I beg yon will 
kneos^ov wine to make us a while forget ourimfery; or 
fvr yo«r tenants leave to. plough fov iark;^. But 1 will 
wD joa9:Jicra^ which 1 learned many yean ago from the 
sommiflMMers of the jeu^m* m London : they faid». when 
my comm§d$iy appeared to be taxed abore a moderat rate^ 
4e coofeqoeoec was to lefiea that branch of the revenue 
ly one huf ; and one of tho£b gentlemeB pleafantly told 
fte» ^^t the miftake af parliameDts on Inch occadons 
vai owing to an erior of compoeing two and two to make 
bar ; whereas in ^ bufiqefs of laying heavy impofithns 
two and two never made mose than <»iei which happens 
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b}' Icflemng the import,' and the ftrong temptation of 
fuch goods as paid higti duties, at lead m this k 
Although the women are as vain and extravagant 
lovers or their hufbands can defer ve, and the men ] 
enough of wine, yet the number of both who cai 
fach expenfes, is fo fmall, that the major part mu 
gratifying themfelves, and the duties mil rather be 
than increafed. But, allowing no force in this ar] 
yet fo preternatural a fum, as one hundred and t< 
iknd pounds, raifed all on a fudden, (for there is c 
ing with hunger), is jud in proportion with raifing a 
and' a half in EnglaiKi ; which, as things now ftand 
probably bring that opulent lungdom under fome 
lies. 

You are concerned how ftrange and furprifrng i 
be in foreign parts to htar, that the poor were fla 
a RICH country, ifc. Are you in earneft? is Irel 
|K rich country you mean ? or are you infuking our / 

I ; were you ever out of Ireland ? or were you ever i 

V of late ? you may probably have a good enrploymc 

arre faving all you can to purchafe a good eflate in E 
j! \ But by talking fo familiarly of one hund red and ten t 

j^ pounds by a fax upon a few cominodithsy ir is pL 

arc either naturally or afFeftedly ignorant of our 
condition ; or elfe you wouki know and allow, tha 
ftim is not to be r^ed here, without a general exciji 
rn proportion to oiur wealdi, we pay ali-eady-in tax 
thart England ever did in- the height of tht war, 
iwben yoti have brought over your corn, who wil 
buyers ? Moft certainly, not the poory.who' will cOOl 
to purchafe thb twentieth part of it; 

Sir, upon the whol*, your paper is a very crud 
y Kable to more obje^ions than there are lines ; but , 

your meaning is good, and fo far you* are pardonab 
If you will propofe a general contribution /or fu] 
the poor in potatues ttA buttentttlky till *he new cor 
in, perhaps you may ftccced better ; becaufc the 
lead is pofltble:-and I think if our brethren in ] 
would contribute upon this emergency^ out of the 
they gain from us every year, they would do a pice 
Jlice as^well-as gbarit/i latlie f^can time gp and 
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tio yoar own tenants to faff to the plough as faft as^ 
they can ; and prevail with your neighboating Tquires to • 
do the fame with theirs ; or elfe die with the guilt of ha- 
wing driven away half the inhabitants, and (larving the re£K 
Por as to yoar fcheme of raifing one hundred and fen thoU' 
/and pounds^ it is as rain as that of Rabelais ; which was 
to fqaeeze oat wind from the pofteriors of a dead afs. 

Bot why all this concern for the poor \ We want them 
vol as the coumry is now managed ; they may follow thou- 
finds of their leaders, and feek their bread abroad. Where 
tlie plough has no work, one family can do the bufinefs of 
£fty, and yon may fend away the other forty-nine. An •* 
admrable piece of hufbandry, never known or praftiied by 
die wifeft nations^ who errooeoufly thought people to be ^ 
die riches of a ooantry. 

If fo wretdied a fbte of things would allow it, methinks 
I could have a malicoos pleafure, after all the wamiog I 
have in vain given the public at my own peril for feveral 
Tears paft» to fee the confequences and events anfwering • 
n every particular. I pretend to no fagacityt what I 
write was little more than what I had difcourfed to feveral 
perfons, who were generally of my opbion : and it wa» 
obfiona to every common underAanding, that fuch effedts 
maft needs follow from fuch caufes. A fair ifTue of things 
begun upon party-rage, while fome facrtficed the public to 
filry, and others to ambition : while a fpirit of fadHon and 

EefEoB reigned in every part of the country, where gen- 
en, inflead of conflilting the eafe of their tenants or culr^ 
tiratidg their lands, were worrying one another upon points 
fXWhig and Tory^ of high church and lonjj church ; which 
no more concerned them, than the long and famous con* 
tfoverfy oi Jtreps for razors ^x while agriculture was* 
wholly difconraged, and confequently half the farmers, and 
hbourers, and poorer tradefmen, forced to beggary or ba- 
nifhment : Wtfdom crieth in the fireets ; hecaufe I have. 
tailed on you ; / have ftretched out my hand^ and no man 
regarded^ But ye hone fet at nought ali my counfels^ and 

* A piece of leather pafted on wood \% be ufed with a certain- 
powder, for the property end excellence of wbidi feveral com^ 
petttorseagetly contended. Jiawktf. 
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nuouid none of my reproof. Lalfi mtill laugh atji 
fHity^ and mock nvhen your fear cometh. 

I hare now done with your memorial, and free) 
your mifUkes, (ince you appear to write as a (Irai 
as of a country which is left at Lberty to enjoy i 
fits of nature, and td make the beft of thofe ac 
which God hath given it in foil, climate, and dtua 

But having lately fent out a paper, intitled, AJi 
of the Jiate of Ireland \ and hearing of an objed 
fome people think I have treated the memory of 
Lord Chief Juflice Whitfhed with an appearance < 
ty ; (ince I may not probably have another oppor 
explaining myfelf in diat particular, I chafe to dc 
laying it therefore down for a pofiuUtum^ which 
will be univerfally granted, that no little creai 
mean a birth and genius had ever the honour to be 
er enemy to his country, and to all kinds of virtue t 
1 anfwer thus : Whether there be two different , 
called Fame, as fbme authors contend, or only oni 
founding two different trumpets, it is certain, th 
diftinguiflied for their wHany have as good a i 
blad from the proper trufnpet, as thofe who are 
Downed for their virtues have from the other ; 
' equal reaibo to complaid if it be refuied them. A 
dmgly the names of the mod celebrated projiigt 
been faithfully tranfmitted down to^ podericy. 
though the perfon here undeiftood a^d bis part 
fcure corner of the world ; yet his talents might bi 
with luftre enough in the nobleft fcene. 

As to my naming a perfon dead, the plain he 
fon is the befl. He was armed with power and \ 
iniichief, even where he was not provoked, as ap{ 
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Jofitan; fo that if Socrates, and Anytus his accufer *, had 
liappeoed to die together, the charity of furvivors muft 
cither have obliged them to hold their peace, or to fix the 
lame charader on both. The only crime of charging the 
dead b» when the lead doubt remains whether the accufa- 
tion be true ; but when men are openly abandoned, and loft 
to all fliame, they have no reafon to think it hard if their 
memory be reproached. Whoever reports, or otherwife 
publiftieth aoy thing, which it is poffible may be falfe, that 
man b a flanderer ; Aic niger eft^ hunc tu^ Romane^ ca- 
veto. Even the lead mifreptefentation, or aggravation of 
fifts, deferves the fame cenfure in fome degree : but in 
this cafe I am quite deceived, if my error hath not been on 
the fide of extenuation. 

I have now preient before me the idea of fome perfons 
^I know not in what part of jhe world) who fpend every 
moment of their lives* and every turn of their thoughts 
while they are. awake, (and prob^ly of their dreams while 
they fleep), in the moft deteftable anions and defigns ; who 
delight in ntifchitf^ fcandaU and obloquy^ with the hatred 
and contempt of all mankind againd them ; but chiefly 
of tbo(e among their own party, and their own family ; 
foGfa, whole odious qualities rival each other for perfedion ; 
tffariee^ brutality^ faition^ pride^ malice^ treachery^ 
9oife^ impudence^ dulnefs^ ignorance^ vanity^ and r^- 
vei^e^ contending every moment for fuperiority in their 
brntts. Such creatures are not to be reformed ; neither 
is it prudent or fafe to attempt a reformation. Yet, al- 
though their memories will rot^ there may be fome benefit 
fcr their furvivors, to fmell it while it is rotting. 

lam, SIR, 

your bumhle fervant, 

Duhiin, March 35* 

1728. A. B. 



• Afiytus one of the wretches who accufed Socrates of con- 
temning the gods, and endeavouring to fubvert the religion ctf his 
OHDtry. Hfwfc/. 



A Vindication of his Exccllcnc 
Lord Carteret, from the charge oi 
iiig none but Tories^ Higbchurchm 
Jacobites *• 

Written in the year 1730. 



IN order to treat this important fubjeA with th 
faimefs and impartiality, perhaps it may be c 
to gire fome account of his Excellency ; in whoi 
charafter there are certain particulars, which m\\ 
very juil fufpidon of fome truth in the accufati 
under. 

He isdefcended from two noble, andent, and 
al families, the Carterets, and the Granvilles : 
diftinguiflied, I confeft, for what they a<5led, 
they fuffered in defending the former conditutioii 
and (late under King Charles the Martyr; I mea 
ry prince, on account of whofe martyrdom a 
prayer t nvith fafting, nvas injotned by a^ af pa 
to he ufedon the loth day ^'January every yea 
f lore the mercies ofGod^ that thegmjt ofihaiji 



♦ The view of this piece fcems to be to recommend n^ 
and laugh tx)litical bigotry out of countenance. Harvj) 

\n this piece the fjilingiof the Noble L©rd, arifingfro 
judices of great talents and a learned education, are fin< 
cd with infinite wit and humour. However, indeed 
couched here abundance of fa tire. Pijlorides, that po 
buttling mortal, he treats with all imaginable contempt : 
fatire againft Traului he fpares not to draw blood at eve 
the former part of which Is bitteily farcaftic, and 'th 
1)itterly ironical. His account of j^£ffihuibt\x\g caugl 
parfon of the parijh riding on a hobby -horle with hk chil 
4(bme other touches of the iikeibrt, are truly (Uveriipg. 
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Tcent blood might not be vifjed on us or* our pojlenty ; 
^e may read at large in our common prayer books; which 

hath been folemnly kept, even withiq the memory of 
ly men now alive. 

is Excellency the prefent Lord was educated in the u- 
irfity of Oxford ; from whence, with a fingulurity 
ce 10 be jolHricd, he carried away more Greek, Latin, 
philofoph^j than properly became a perfon of his rank ; 
:ed much more of each than mo(t of thofe who are for- 
to live by their learning will be at the unneceiTary pains 
oad their heads with. 

This was the rock he fplit on upon his firft appearance 
lie world, and having jufb got clear of his guardians. 
as fooD as he came to town, fomc biihops and clergy- 
I, and other perfons moft eminent for learning and parts, 
him among them ; from whom although he were for- 
itcly dragged by a lady and die court, yet he could 
ar wipe off the (lain, nor wafli out the tindure of his 
erfity acquirements and difgofitions. 
"o this another misfortune v/as added, that it pleafed 
i to endow him with great natural talents, memory, 
^ent, comprchenfion, eloquence, and wii : and, to 
i the work, all thefe were fortified even in his youth 
I the advantages received by fuch employments as arc 

fitted both to exercife and polifh the gifts of nature 
education, having been ambuflador in feveral courts, 
n his age would hardly allow him to take a degree ; 

made principal fecretary of ftate at a period, when, 
►rding to cufbm, he ought to have been bufied in lo- 

his money at a chocolate-houfe ; or in other amufe- 
its equally laudable and epidemic among perfons of ho- 

cannot omit another weak fid^m his Excellency. For 
known, and can be proved upon him, that Greek and 
D books might be found every day in his drcfling-room, 
: were carefully fearched ; and there is reafon to fu- 
k, that fome of the faid books have been privately con- 
sd to him by Tory hands. I am likewife afFured, that 
lath been taken in the very fa«5l of reading tlic faid 
»^ even in the midft of a feflion, to the great nef^lc^St 
Kiblic affairs. 
OL. m. Q^ 
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I own, there may be fome grounds for this charge ; 
caufe I have it from good hands, that when his Exec 
cy is at dinner with one or two fcholars at his elbowi 
grows a mod unfupportable and unintelligible comps 
to all the fine gentlemen round the table. 

I cannot deny, that his £xcellency lies under aiM 
Tcry great difadvantage. For with all the accompliiho 
above mentioned, adding that of a moft comely and g 
fill pcrfon, and during the prime of youth, fpirits, an 
gour, he hath in a moll unexemplary manner led a i 
lar domeflic life ; difcovers a great efteem, and frienc 
<ind love for his lady, as well as true aficiaion for his 
dren ; and when he is difpofed to admit an entertainii 
vcning companion, he doth not always enough re 
whether the peifonmay poffibly in former days have 
tinder the imputation of a TVry ; nor at fuch times d( 
natural or affe&ed fears of Popery and xht pretender i 
tmy part of the convei-fation : I prefume, becaufe nc 
Homer, Plato, Ariftotle, or Cicero, have made any i 
•tion of them. 

Tliefe I freely acknowledge to be his Excellency's 
ings ; yet I think it is agreed by philofophers and div: 
, th.u (bme allowance ought to be given to human infirr 
^nd to the prejadices of a wrong education. 

I nni well aware, how medi my fentiraents differ 1 
the orthodox opinions of one or two princip??! patriot! 
the head of wham I name with honour Piitorides. 
*thefe have decided the matter direfHy againft me byd< 
ring, that no perfcn, who was ever known to lie undei 
fufpiclon of one iingle Tory principle, or who had 1 
«>ncc fcen at a great man's Jevee in the njoorj} of tiwi 
fliould be allowed to cpme within the verge of the cai 
much lefs to bow in the anti-chan^ber, appear at the 
femhlhs^ or dance ut a birth-night. However, 1 dan 
fort, that this maxim hath been often controlled ; and t 
on the contrary, a confiderablc number of early penir 
iiave been received into grace, who arc now an ornain 
■hAt)t^u:cfst 2iX\<S fiippovt to the flatten, 

♦ Tir tnrce hi ft years oF Q,uern Anne, when Lord Tx 
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Keither do I fiDd any murmuring on fome other points 
of greater importance^ where this favourite maxim is not 
Co/iridtiy obferved. 

To inflance only in one : I have rot heard, that any 
care hath hitherto been taken to difcovcr whether Madam 
* Vioknte be a Whig or Tory in her principles ; or even 
chat (he hath ever been offered the oaths to the government : 
on the contrary, I am told, that: (he openly profcfleth her- 
iclf to-be Z' h^h'fll^r : and it is not improbable by her out- 
kodiih name, (he may alfo be a Papiji in her heart ; yet 
ve fee this illuftrioas and dangerous female openly carcfl'ed 
liy principal perfons of both parties ; who contribute to 
loppoit her in a fplendid manner, without the lead appre- 
teiifions firom ^ grand jury ^ or even from *Squire Hartley 
HQtcbefon himlelf, that zealous profecutor of hawkers and 
Uhels* And, as Hobbes wifely obfer^^Sy f9 much Vioney 
long equi?a!ent toy^ ?HHch prnver^ it may deferve confider^ 
log, with what fafety fuch an inflrument of power ought 
to be traded in the hands of an alien, who hatii not gi- 
▼cn any legal fecurity for her good afTeiflion to the govern* 

BMIlt. 

I confefs, there is one evil which I could wifli our friends 
voold think proper to redrefs. There are many Whigs in 
tbis kingdom of the old fajlyioned Jlavip^ of w horn ^\'e 
might make very good ufe ; they bear the fame loyalty with 
«s to the Hanoverian family in thepcrfonof K. George II. 
tiie fame abhorrence of the pretender, v.iih tiie confe- 
^aences of Popery and fiavery^ and the fame iivJulgcncc 
to tender confciences : but having nothing to afiv for thcm- 
fclvcs, and therefore the more Icifure to think for the pu- 
blic, they are often apt to entertain fears and melancholy 
profpe^s concerning the flate of their country, the decay 
' of trade, the want of money, the miferablc condition of 
the peopkj with other topics of the like nature ; all which 
; do equally concern both Whig and Tsry : who, if they have 
any thing to lofe, mud be equally fuffcrers. Perhaps, one 
or two of thefe n^clancholy gentlemen will fometimes vcn- 
Ure to publiili their thoughts in print : now, I can by no 
tteans approve owr ufual cuftom of curfing and railing at 

• A 5;mous Italian rope dancer. HaiDkeJ » 
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this fpcclcs of thinkers, under the names of Toriss^ Jaa- 
/Ji'cs, Papifls, libellers i nbels, and the like. 

'i'iiis was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, buflKng, 
vcH-nicyr.lng mortal Pilloridcs ; who lies equally unda 
'.lie cc ntt-mpt of both parties ; with no other difference, 
iliitn a mixture of fiiy on one fide, and q^ averft9n on th( 
otkcr, 

ITow hath he been pelted, peftercd, and pounded by on 
iinglc wag, who promifeth never to forfake him, living « 
dead ? 

I was much pleafcd with the humour of a furgeon ii 
riiis town ; who having, in his own apprehenfion, leceiva 
i jnic great injufticc from the Earl of Galway, and defpair 
jng of revenge as well as relief, declared to all his friends 
tliat he had let apart one hundred guineas to purchafe ibi 
>'.iirrs carcafc from the fcxton, whenever // fhould die, U 
iiiakc a fkcleion of the bones, fluff the hide, and flien 
liiciv. i*or tlirce pence ; and thus get vengeance for the il 
i'.iiicb he had fuffered by its owner. 

(jf the like fpirit too often is that implacable racco 
V its: : :ig?.in{l whom theie is no defence but innocence am 
philofophy : neither of which is likely to be at hand; am 
therefore the wounded have no where to fly for a cure b« 
to downiight flupidity, a crazed head, or a profligate con 
tempt of guilt and fliame, 

1 am therefore forry for that other miferable creatui 
TrauUis ; who, although of fomewhat a difl^erent fpccic 
yet Teems very far to outdo even the genius of Piftoridi 
in that mifcarrying talent of railing without ccnfiftency c 
difcretion againft the mofl innocent perfons according t 
the prefent fituaiion of his gall and fpleen. I do m 
blame an honejl gentleman for the bittereft inveflives ( 
gainfl one to whom he profeflcih the grcateft friendfliip 
provided he adls in the dark, fo as not to be difcovered 
but in the mid ft of carejfes, 'uifitSy and inviiatiom^ t 
run into the ftreets, or to as public a place, and wiihoi 
the leaft pretended incitement fputter out the bafeft an 
falfeft accufations ; then to wipe his mouih, come up fmi 
ling to his friend, fhake him by the hand, and tell bin 
in a whifper, it was all for kis fervice : this proceed 
ing, 1 am bold to xWiuk a ^xt^t. f-Dikvc in \>riKience : and 
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I am afraid left fuch a praditloner, with a body fo opai^ 
fo foult and {o full ofjores, may fall under the rcfent- 
iDcnt of an incenfed political furgeon^ who is not in much 
YCQOwn for his mercy upon great provocation : who, w iih- 
oui waiting for his death, ^xWfiay and diffefi hlni alive ; 
and to the view of mankind Jay open all the difordcrcd 
cells of his brain, the venom of his tongue, the corrup- 
tion of his heart, and fpots and flatufes of his fpleen : anr* 
all this for three pence. 

Id fuch a cafe, what a fcene would be laid open ! and, 
to drop my metaphor, what a character of our millaking 
friend might an angry enemy draw and expofe ! particula- 
rizing that unnatural conjunilion of vices and follies fo in- 
confiftent with each "other in the fame bread : furious and 
fawning, fcurrilous and flattering, cowardly and provoking, 
infoleot and abje<5l ; moft profligately fulfc, with the flrong- 
cft profe/Iions of fincerity ; pofitive and vaiiable, tyranni- 
cal and flavifh. 

I apprehend, that if all this fliould be fet out to the 
world by an angry Whig of the old ftamp, the unavoid- 
able confequence rauft be a confinement of o'lr frie7id £ot 
fome months mere to his garret ; and thereby depriving 
the public for fo long time, and in fo importunt a juncture 
of his ufeful talents in their fcrvice, while he is fed like a 
^•ild beaft through a hole ; but, I hope, with a fpccial re- 
gard to the quantity and quality of his nourifhmcnt. 

In vain would his excufers endeavour to palliate his e- 
normities by imputing them to madiicfs ; becaufe it is well 
known, that madncfs only operates by inflaming and en- 
larging the good or evil dil'poGtions of the mind. Tor the 
curators of Bedlam afTure us, that fome lunatics arc per- 
fons of honour, trutky hencvdance^ and many other vir- 
ices, which appear in their highcfl ravings, ah hough after 
a wild incoherent manner; while ethers en the contrary, 
difcover in every word and aftion the utmoft laftficfs and 
<lepravity of human minds ; which infallibly thty poliefTcd 
'nthe fime degree, although perhaps i:nder a better regu- 
tlion, before their entraiice into that csaJeiny. 

But it may be objccTccd, that there is an argument ot 
fiiach force to excufc the overflowings of that zeal whieK 
Cur^-/v'//y/&cir5 or njeans for our cauCc. KTL'i'vx tc>^:^'^- 
CL3 V 
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be confe/Ted, that the eafy and finootb fluency of hh ^ 
cution^ beflv\j:ed on him by nature, and cultivated 1 
continual prafiice, added to the comelinefs of his perfik 
the karifiony of his voice y xh^ graceful nefs of kit manna 
and the decency of his dvcfsy are temptations too firong.fi 
fuch a genius to rcfilt upon any public occafion of makk 
them appear witli univerfal applaufe. And if good m 
are fomciimes accufed of loving their y^ better than the 
friend \ furely to gain the reputation of the firfl orator 
rlic kinguom, no man of fpirit would fcruple to lofe alli 
friends he had in the world. 

It is ufual for matters to make their boys declaim ( 
!)ct!j fides of an argument ; and as fome kinds of afferabli 
;rrc c:i.iied iht fchocls ofpcliticsy I confefs notliing can be 
«or improve political fchoclboys, than the art of makii 
pl:ui!iblo or implaufible harangues againft the very opini< 
UiX which they refolve to determine. 

So Cardinal Perron, after having fpoke for an hour 
the aJniiration of all his hearers to prove the cxillcn 
of God, told fome of his intimates, that he could ha 
fpoken another hour, and much better, to prove the co 
t.ary. 

I have placed this reafonlng in the ftrongeft light thai 
think it will bear ; and have nothing to anfwer, but thj 
allowing it as much weight as the reader fhall pleafe, 
hath conflantly met with ill fucccfs in the mouth of o 
friend ; but whether for want of good luck, or good m 
uagement, I fofpend my judgment. 

To return from this long digrefiion : If perfons in hi; 
riations have been alloivcd to chufe ivenckes without i 
gard oven to diffeicncc in religion, yet never incurred i 
lead reflexion on their loyalty, or their Protellantifr 
Jhall the chief governor of a great kingdom be cenfured 1 
chufing a companion^ who may formerly have been fufpe< 
cd for differing from the orthodox in fome fpeculative o] 
nions of perfons and things, which cannot affcd the fu 
damental principles of a found JVhig ? 

But let me fuppofe a very poflible cafe. Here is a p« 

fon fent to govern Ireland, whofe unfortunate weak fide 

ij;?ppcns to be, for feveral rcafons above mentioned, tb 

Ae ijath encouraged the uuetvd-^tvct ^i or.c ^^ t«\>io 'giatl 
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men diAinguiilied for their taAe, their wit, and their Icarir- 
ing ; who have taken the oaths to his Majedy, and pray 
lieartily for him : yet becaufe they may perhaps be fligma-' 
tized as quondam Tories by Pidoiides and his gang, his 
Eiwellency mu(l be forced to baniih them under the pain 
and peril of difpleafing the zealots of his own party ; and 
thereby be put into a worfe condition than every common 
good felloWj "who may be a fincere Protejiant and a loyal 
fubjcft, and yet rather chufe to drink fine ale at the rGpe% 
riM, than muddy at tlie Kln^%, 

^ Let me then return to my fuppofitions. It is certain, 
the high-flown loyalifts in the prefent fenfe of the word 
hare their thoughts, and ftudics, and tongues, fo entirely 
diverted by political fchemes, that the zeal of their prin- 
ciples hath eaten up their underjiaudings ; neither have 
they time, from their employments, their hopes, and their 
hourly labours, for acquiring new additions of merit to a- 
mufc themfelves with philological converfe or fpcculations, 
vhich are utterly ruinous to all fchemes of rifmg in the 
vorld, "What then muft a great man do, whofe ill (tars 
hjTe fatally perverted him to a love, and tafle, and pofTef- 
fiOD of literature, politenefs, and good fenfe ? our thorough- 
fppd republic of Whigs, which contains the bulk of all he- 
' /*r/, pretcndsrsy expefiersj and profujfors, are beyond all 
doubt mod highly ufefiil to princes, to governors, to great 
miniilcrs, and to their country ; but at the fame time, and 
by nccefliiry confequence, the moft difagreeablc compa- 
j. nions to all, who have that unfortunate turn of mind pe- 
' cujiar to his Excellency, and perhaps to five or fix more in 
3 nation. 
I do not deny it pofTible, that an oiiginal or profclytc 
' tvouiite of the times might have been born to thofe ufc- 
idi talents, which in former ages qualified a man to be a 
poet or a philofopher. All 1 contend for, is, that v.hcre 
the ttue genius of party once enters, /'/ f\\:ecps the kouf: 
diiin^ and leaves room for many other fpirits to take joint 
pofTeflion, until the Lift Jl ate of that vian is exceedingly 
Utter than thefrjl, 

1 allow it a great error in his Excellency, that he ad- 
heres fo obdinately to his old uiifafi:ionahle academic e- 
ducatiozj; yet fo pcnetfa is human nature, xViax. x?c\ii \i.^\\A 
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remedies for this evil in others have produced a contra 
efFed in him ; to a degree, that I am credibly informc 
he will, as I have already hinted, in the. middle of afe 
don quote pa/Tiges out of Plato and Pindar at his ova tab 
to fome book-learned companion without blulhing, e?' 
when perfons oi great Jiatlons are by, 

I wUl venture ©ne Hep further ; which is, freely to co 
fefs, that this miflaken method of educating youth in t 
knowledge of ancient learning and language is too apt 
fpoil their politics and principles ; becaufe the dodrine a 
examples of the books they read, teach them leffons t 
reflly contrary in every point to the prefent practice of t 
world : and accordingly Hobbes mod judicioufly obferv* 
that the writings of the Greeks and Romans made you 
men imbibe opinions againft abfolute power in a priiKC, 
even in a firft niinijler ; and to embrace notions of libei 
and property. 

It hath been therefore a great felicity in thefe kingdon 
that the heirs to titles and large eftates have a weakm 
in their eyes, a tendernefs in their confHtutions ; arc i 
able to bear the pain and indignity of whipping ; and, 
the mother rightly cxprcffes it, could never take to tk 
hooks y yet are well enough qualified to fign a receipt] 
half a year's rent, to put their names [rightly fpelt) t( 
warrant, and to read pamphlets againfl religion ^^Sid. ki^ 
fiying ; whereby they fill their niciics, and carry themfel 
through the world with that dignity which belt become! 
fenator and a Yqttire, 

I could heartily wifli his Excellency would be more c( 
dcfcending to the genius of the kingdom he govern* ; 
the condition of the times, and to the nature cf the f 
tion he fiUs. Yet if it be true, what I have read in \ 
Knglifli ftory-books, that one Agcfilaus (no matter to i 
bulk of my rcadcis whether 1 fpcU the name right 
wrong) was caught by the parfin of the parijij ridiftg 
a hobby -hoi fe with his children; that Socrates a Hcatl 
philofopher was found dancing by himfelf at fourfcoi 
that a King called Cafar Augujhis (or fome fuch nan 
lifed to play with boys, whereof fome might poffibly 
Tons of Tories ; ;:nd that two great men called Scipio a 
LcIJus, (I forget \ViCir C/:rijiian ti^im^*^, i&sd \\hetl 
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Dets or generals), often played at duck and 
fmooth (lonts on a river Now, I fay, if 
; true, (and the book where I found them is 
:annot imagine, why our moll zealous patriots 

ittle indulge his Excellency in an infirmity 
: morally evil ; provided he gives no public 
^ch is by all means to be avoided : 1 fay, why 
DC indulged twice a week to converfe with 

particular perfons; and let him and them 
heir old exploded readings together, after 
nt in hearing and perfcribing nvays and meant 

his inoft obedient poHticiaos for the welfare 
om ; although the faid particular perfon, or 
r not have made fo public a declaration of 
il faith all its parts, as the bufinefs of the 
es : dill fubmitting my opinion to that hap' 
which I am confident is al'ways in the right / 
: liberty of the fubjcd hath been fo frequent- 
oufly, and fo fuccefsfully afferted; who by 
infels have made co7nmerce to flourifh, money 
ihabitants to increafe, the value of lands and 

; and the whole ifland put on a new face of 
'ofperity. 

rder to clear his Excellency^more fully from 
n of fhewing his favours to high-fiiers^ Tories^ 
/, it will be neceflary to come to paniculars. 
perfon of a 7#ry denomination, to ^hom his 
gave any marks of his favour, was Doflor 
ridan. It is to be obferved, that this hap- 
ly in his Excellency's government, as it may 
pofed he had not been informed of that gen- 
ra<5ler upon fo dangerous an article. The 
; well known, and diftinguiihed for his (kill 
■\ the education of youth beyond moft of his 
r many years paft, was recommended to his 
Dn the fcore of his learning, and particularly 
ledge in the Greek tongue; whereof, itfeems« 
:y is a great admirer, although for what rea- 

never imagine. However, it is agreed on 
at his Lordfliip was too eafily prevailed on by 
re^ucft, or indeed rather ftota xh^ bx-a^ ^C \\v^ 



it?4 A VINDICATION OF 

own nature, to hear a tragedy a6led in that utthoivn \ 
guage by the Do<flor's lads, which was written by fo 
Heathen author ; but whether it contained any Tory 
high-church principles, muft be left to the confciencc 
the hoys^ the Do^or^ and his Excellency ; the only \ 
oefTes in this cafe, whofe tedimonies can be depen 
upon. 

It feems, his Excellency (a thing never to be fuffio 
ly wondered at) was fo pleafed with his entertainm 
that fome time after he gave the Do^or a church-lr 
to the value of aimed one hundred pounds a-year, 
made him one of his chaplains ; from an antiquated 
tion, that good fchoolmaflers ought to be encourage 
every nation profefUng civility and religion. Yet hb 
cellency did not venture to make this bold flep wid 
ftrong recommendations from perfons of undoubted p 
ciples fitted to the times ; who thought themfelves bo 
in jufHce, honour, and gratitude, to do the Doctor a g 
office, in return for the care he bad taken of their c 
drcn, or of thofe of their friends. Yet the cataftrc 
was terrible : for the Doftor, in the height of his fell 
and gratitude,, going down to take pofTellion of his pai 
and fumifhed with a few led fermons, whereof as it i 
be fuppofed the number was very fmall, having U' 
ierved a cure in the church ; he (lopt at Cork to atte» 
his bifhop V and going to church on the Sunday follow 
was, according to the ufual civility of country- clergy t 
invited by the minider of the parifh to fupply the pu 
It happened to be the firfl of Auguft ; and the fir( 
Auguft happened tliat year to light upon a Sunday : 
it ^append that the Do<51or's text was in thefe woi 
Sufficient unto the d^y is the evil thereof * : and laftl 
happened that fome one perfon of the congregation, w! 
loyalty made him watchful upon every appearance of ( 
ger to his Majc(ly*s perfon and government, when fer 
was over, gave the alarm. Notice was immediately fen 
to town ; and by the zeal of one man of no large dii 
fions of body or viind^ fuch a clamour was raifed, thai 

* The firft of Auguft is the annlverfary of the Hanovcria 
mVi^*% acceflion to the crown of Great Britain. HoTvkff. 
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)ublin could apprehend no lefs than an invafion by the 
ender^ who muft be landed in ihcfouth. The refuk 
, that the Do<5lor muft be ftruck out of the chaplain's 
and appear no more at the caftle;yet whether he 
B then, or be at this day, a Whig or a Tory, I think is 
crct ; only it is manife(i, that he is a zealous Hanove- 
, at leaft in poetry, and a great admirer of the prefent 
il family through all its branches. His friends likewife 
t, that he had preached this fermon often under the 
e text ; that not having obferved the words, till he 
in the pulpit, and had opened his notes, as he is a per- 
a little abftrafted, he wanted prefence of mind to 
ige them : and that in the whole fermon there was not 
liable relating to government or party, or to the fub- 
of the day. 

n this incident th; re feems to have been an union of 
Its, that will probably never happen again to the end 
lie world ; or is, at leaft, like the grand conjun<5tion in 
heavens ; which, I think, they fay can arrive but once 
wenty thoufand years. 

rhe fecond gentleman (if I am right in my chronolo- 
who under the fufpicion of a Tory received fome fa- 
r from his Excellency, is Mr James Stopford ; very 
ngly reconinicnded by the moft eminent IVhig in Eng- 
i on the account of his learning, and virtue, and o- 

• accompliihments. He had paffed the greateft part 
lis youth in clofe ftudy, or in travelling ; and was ei- 

• not at home, or not at leifure to trouble his thoughts 
ut party ; which I allow to be a great omiflion, al- 
Jgh I cannot honelHy place him in the lift of Tories ; 

therefore think his Excellency maybe fairly acquitted 
making him vicar of Finglas, worth about one hun- 
i pounds a- year. 

Hie third is Docflor Patrick Delany. This divine lies 
er fome difadvantage ; having in his youth received 
ly civilities from a certain perfon *, then in a very 
Il ftaiion here ; for which reason, I doubt the Dodor 
er drank his confufion (incc, and what makes the mat- 



Sir Conftantine Phinps, Lord Chancdlrr of Ireland, wlicn 
*n Anne died. 
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tcr dofpjratc, it is now too late ; uilefs our inquifii 
will be content with drinking confuJtGn to his mtm 
The aforefiid eminent perfon, who was a judfte of all i 
rir, except that of party ^ dKHnguilhed the Do^or an 
other juniors in our univerfity for his learning, virtue, \ 
crction, and good fenfe. But the Do*5tor was then in 
good a lituation at his college to hope or endeavour \ 
better cilablilhment from one who had no power to \ 
it him. 

Upon the prcfcnt Lord Lieutenant's coming over, 
Doctor was named to his Excellency hy^i friend -f" am 
other clergy of dittin^on, as perfons whofe chararter 
was proper his Kxcellency (hould know ; and by the tr 
of which the giver would be content to fland or fall 
his Excellency's opinion ; fince not one of thofe peil 
were in particular friendihip with the gentleman who % 
in their names. By this and fome other incidents, pa 
cularly the recommendation of the late Archbifhop 
Dublin, the Dodkor became known to his Excellen 
whofe fatal turn of mind towards keatheniJJ? and outlauA 
books and languages, finding, as I conceive, a like difp< 
tion in the Do^^or, was the caufe of his becoming fo c 
meflic, as we arc told he is, at the calHe of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago the Do<^or grown weary ol 
academic life, for fome reafons bell known to the niai 
gers of the difcipline in that learned fociety, (whicl 
may not be for their honour to mention), refolved to les 
it; although, by the benefit of the pupils, and his fen 
fellowfliip, with ail its perquifitcs, he received every) 
bet\vccn nine hundred and a thoufand pounds. And 
fmall northern living, in the univerfity's donation, of foa 
what better than one hundred pounds a year falling at 1 
fame time with the chancellor lliip of Chrifl- church, to 
bout equal the value, in the gift of his Excellency; 1 
Do(5tor ventured into the world in a very foanty conditio 
having fquandcred away all his annual income in a ma 
ner, which, although perhaps proper enough for a cler| 
man v/ithout a family, will not be for the advantage of 1 
charadcr to difcovcr either on the exchange, or aca btf 
er*s (hop. 
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bout two months ago, his Excellency gave the Doc- 
prebend in St Patrick^s cathedral ; ^ich being of 
the fame value with either of the two former, will 
1 third part to his revenues, after he fhall have paid 
great incumbrances upon it : fo that he may now be 
to polfefs of church -preferments in fcp.ttercd tithes 
; hundred pounds a- year; inftead of the like fum ot 
lible rents from a fenior fellowfliip, with the offices 
xed ; befide the advantage of a free lodging a ^rcat 
^er of pupils, and fome other cafemeiits. 
ut fince the Dodlorhacth not in any of his writings, his 
ons, his actions, his difcourfe, or his company, dif- 
red one fingle principle of either Whig or Tory: and 
the Lord Lieutenant dill continues to admit him ; 
dl boldly pronounce him ONE OF US : but, like a 
free ntafoti^ who hath not yet learned. all the diiilc^^t 
le myftery. Neither can he juflly be accirfed of any 
do^nes ; except perhaps fome among thofc few 
which that nuicked party was charged during the 
bt of their power, but have been Cnce transferred, 
he mo{i folid reafons^ to the '-Mholc hcdj of our firmelt 
ds. 

have now done with the clergy : and upon the fbi<5tt(l 
lination have not been able to find above one of that 
r, againfl whom any /i/r/^-fufpicion can lie ; I mean 
mfortunate gentleman Do^or Sheridan, who by mere 
ce-medley (hot his own fortune dead with a linglc 

s to the laity, I can hear of but one pei'fon of the. • 
' fbmp, who fincc the beginning of his KxctUcncys 
rnment did ever receive any foiid maik of his favour : 
:an Sir Aitlmr Achefon, reported to be an acknov/- 
ed Tory ; and, what is almoft as bad, a fcholar into 
sargain. It is whifpcred about, as a ceitain truth, 
this gentleman is to have a grant of a ccrtiiin barrack 
)on his eflate within two miles of his own lioufe ; for 
di the crown is to be his tenant, at the rent of fjxty 
ads per annum: he being only at the expcnfc of a- 

See a poem upon this incident, intitled, Ti'C ^raiid /iuf[licn 
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bout jive 6unJred ]^nds to put the houfe in repair, bd 
iiablcs, and other neceflaries. I will place this invidL 
r.iark of beneficence conferred on a Torj in a fair 1^ 
by computing the cofts and necefiary defalcations : af 
which it may be fcen how much Sir Anhur Mail be 5 
nually a clear gainer by the public ; notwithflanding 
finfortufuae principles^ and his knowledge in Greek i 
I^aiin. 

For repairs, isc, 500/. the intereft whereof ? -q q 
per ann, 5 

For all manner of poultry to furnifli the troop- ^ 
ers, but which the faid troopers mud be > 50 
at the labour of catching, valued /^r ann,j 

For ftraggling fheep - - - - 80 

For game deltroyed five miles round - - 60 

49 <^ 

Ucnt paid to Sir Arthur - - - ^00 

iXidua: 49 <> 

Remains clear - - - - 1 1 

Thus, if Sir Arthur Achefon fhall have the good fort 
to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will receive net pi 
annually from the crown ELEVEN pounds Sterltt\ 
help him in entertaining the officers, and making provii 
for lus younger children. 

«it is true, there is another advantage to be expc^ 
which may fully corapenfate the lofs of cattle and poul 
by multiplying the breed of mankind, and particularly 
*ji good Protejlants^ in a part of the kingdom half d 
pulated by the wild humour among the farmers thei 
leaving their country. But I am not fo (Idlful in aridim 
as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent, below the legal int 
for the money that Sir Arthur mud expend ; and va 
the damage in the other articles very moderately* \ 
ever, I am confident he may with good management 
fai-er at haft •, which is a prodigious inflaticc efmodm 
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"riends towards a profefTed Tory ; whatever merit 
pretend by the unwilliofnefs he haih (hewn to make 
ellency uncufy in his adminiflration. 
5 I have, with the uimofl impartiality, coIIeL^ed 
ngle favour (further than perfonal civiliries) con- 
3y his Excellency on Tcries, and reputed Tories^ 
s fidl arrival hither to this 3c th day of April, ia 
r of our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poflibls 
irgumcnts on the other lide of the quefUon : and the 
: will fland thus. 

afed of preferments and employments to Torle^y 
ted Tories^ by his Excellency John Lord Carteret, 
jeutenanc of lreiaad> ia about the fpacc of fjx 



flor Thomas Sheridan, in a reilory \ 

Kinfale, per annum - - j 

Arthur Achefon, Baronet, a barrack, 7 

w//. - • - . 3 
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me leave now to compute in grofs the value of the 
done by his Excellency to the true friends ©f their 
d country, and of the Protejiant f eligion. 
to be remembered, that although his Excellency can- 
properly faid to bedow biihoprics, commands in the 
he place of a judge, or commiflioner in the revenue^ 
ne others \ yst they are for the moft part difpofcd 
is recommendation, except where the perfons are 
itely fent from England by their intereft at court ; 
ich I have allowed great defalcations in the follow- 
Dunts. And it is remarkable, that the only coniider- 
tion conferred on a Tory (Ince his prcfcnt Exccl- 
government was of this latter kind, 
indeed it is but too notorious, that in a neighbour* 
ion (where this dangerous denomination of men is 
arably more numerous, more powerful, and of con- 
« more formidable) real Tories can often with much 
iculty obtain yery high favours frora \Vve %o\^\tv- 
H 2 xci^'^xx^ 
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nient, than their refute J brethren can arrive to the 1 
in ours. I obferve this with all poffible fubmifHon t 
wifdom of their policy ; which however will not; I be 
difpute tlic praife of yigilance with ours. 

WHIG account. 
To pcrfoDS promoted to biflioprics, or "^ 

removed to more beneficial ones, com- C 10,05c 
putcd fer ann, " " " >• 
To civil employments - - - 903c 

To military conimands - - 843^ 



TORY account. 
To7V/V/ . - - . 

Balance . - . . - 



I (half conclude with this obfervation, that, as I 
the Tories have fuificient reafon to be fully faiisfiea 
the fhare of trujiy penuery and employments ^ whidi 
polfcfs under the lenity of the prefent government; 
Jo not find how his Excellency can be juAly cenfor 
favouring none bbt high-churchy high-fliers^ terma^ 
Laudijlsy Sackeverelliansy tip-top-gallon-tnen^ Jac 
ta?iti~jies, Anth-hanoruerians^ friends to Popery an 
pretender and to arbitrary po^^er, difohligers of En, 
breakers 0/^ DEPENDENCY, inflamers of fu, 
hi'tnrecn the tn'9 nations, public incendiaries, enem 
the King and kingdoms , haters (jT TRU E ProteJ 
iaurel'wen, Annijls, complainsrs of the nation's pQ 
Or,hc7idlans^ iconoclajh, anti'ghrious-9nemorifis, 
revd'.itioners, ivhite-rofalijis, tenth-a-junians, ant 
like, when, by a fair Itate of the account, the balai 
coaccive, fcs??is to lie on the other fide. 
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CoNSri DERATIONS lipoil tWO BiLLS (cnt 

down from the Re Hon, the houfe of Lord j 
to the Hon. the houfe of Commons in Inr- 
LAND, relating to the Clergy *'• 

Written in the year 173K 



I Hive often- for. above a month part defired fome few^, 
clergymen, who are pleafed to vifit me, that they 
VDuld procure, an extra^ of two bills brought into the 
Douncil by fome of the bifhops, and both of them fince 
paflcd in the /jsufi of Lords : but I could never obtain 
that I defired, whether by the forgetfulnefs or negligence 
of thofe whom I empioyed, or the difficuhy of the thing 
itfclf. Therefore, if I fhall happen to miflake in any 
to of confequence, I defire my remarks upon it may 
paTs for nothing; for my information is no better, than* 
what I« received in words from feveral divines, who fccm- 
fid to agree with each other. Iliave not the honour to be 
ttqpainted with. any one fingje prelate of the kingdom;. 
iod am a ftranger to their char^iOersy further than as 
Kwnmon fame reports them, which is not to be dcpcndcd- 
Dft: therefore I cannot be fuppofed to aft upon a princi- 
ifcof refeniment. I.elleera their fundlions (if I may be 

• In the year 1731, a bill .was brought into the houfe of Lords, 
5ya great majority of the Right Reverend the bifhops, for enabling 
ftem to divide the livings of the inferior clergy; which bill- 
las approved of in the privy, council of Ireland, and palfcd by 
le Lords in parliament. It was afterwards- fent to the hoiifc 
Jf* Commons for their approbation; but. was rejefted by tbcni- 
•ith a great majority. The author of the followng confkierationF, 
rho Iiith always been the bcft friend to the inferior clergy of the 
:hiirch of'England, asmay be feen by many parts of his writings, 
Wfed this pernicious proje^ with great fuccefs ; >\ hich, if it 
iidpafled into a law, would have been of the worft.cor.fe«]rencc 
JQIhii nation. Dub, edit. 17^. 

R 3 ^^^t.^ 
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5 J! owed to fay fo wiihcut offence) as truly a/^oftolical, 
;iad i.lifjlutely ncceflary to the perfcdlion of a Chrifim 
church. 

I'here are no qualities more incident to the frailty and 
corruptions of hum«inkind', than an indifference or iofen- 
ilbility for other mens fufferings, and a fudden forgetful- 
nefs of their own former humble (late, when they rife in 
the world. Thefe two difpoOtions have not, I think, any 
where fo flr-ongly exerted tliem&lves>. as in the order of 
bllhops with regard to the inferior clergy ; for which I can. 
find no rcafons, but fuch as naturally (hould ieem to ope- 
rate a quite contrary way. The maintenance of the cler^ 
throughout the kingdom is precarious and uncertain, cd- 
Ictflcd from a mofl miferable race of beggarly farmers; it 
wJiofe mercy every minifter lies to be defrauded. Mi 
office as reSory or vicar ^ if it be duly executed, is foj 
.laborious. As foon as he is promoted to a bijhoprict tbe 
fccnc is entirely and happily changed ; his revenues are 
large, and as furely paid as thofe of the King: his whole 
bufinefs is once a-year to receive the attendance, the fnt- 
million, and the proxy-money of all his clergy, in what* 
ever part of the diocefe he (hall pleafe to think mod con- 
venient for himfelf. Neither is his perfbnal prefence.ncr 
cefTary, for the bufinefs may be done by a vicar-gourd* 
The fatigue of ordination is jufb what the bifhops pleafeto^ 
make it ; and as matters have been for fome time, and mil 
probably remain, tlie fewer ordinations the better. The 
Fefl of their vifible office confifb in the honour of attend- 
ing parliaments and councils, and bellowing preferments 
J a their own gift ; in which laft employment, and in thetf 
fpiritual and temporal courts, the labour falls to their v^ 
cars 'general y fecreiaries^ pro^ors^ apparitors ^ fenefchalh 
and the like. Now,. 1 fay, in fb quick a. change, wherer 
hy their brethren in a few days are become their fubjedii 
it would be reafonable at Icafl to hope that the liboori 
confinement, and fubjedlion, from which they have 6 
lately cfcapcd, like a bird out of the ftmre of the f(fixbf* 
might a little incline them to remember the condition: rf 
thofe who were but laft week their equals, probably Actf 
companions or their friends, and poffibly as reafonable ejc- 
pe^^tants. There is ^ known ftory of Golond Tidcomh I 
^ vho,. 
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while he continued a fubaltem ofHcer> was every day 
aining againd the pride, oppreffion, and hard trea^ 
of coloneb towards their officers ; yet in a very few 
;9 after he had received his commiiHon for a regi- 
walking witk a friend on the Mall^ he confefTed. 
he fpirit of colonclfhip was coming fafl upon him^ 
fpiric is faid to have daily increafed to the hour o£ 
ath. 

s true, the clergy of thi» kingdom, who are pro* 
to bifljopricSi have alwap fome great advantages ; 
that of rich deaneries, opulent and multiplied redo* 
nd dignities, (Irong alliances by birth or marriage, 
xl by a fuperlative degree of zeal and loyalt;y : but 
er, they were all at fiHI no more than young beginr 
and before their great promotion were known by 
Jain Chnfiian names among, their old companions, 
iddling rate of clergymen ; nor could therefore be 
:rs to their condition,, or with any good grace forget 
K)n,. as it hath too. often happened* 
lofefs, I do not remember to have obferved any body 
n acting with (b little concert, as our clergy have 
D a point where their opinions appeared to be unar 
r: a point wherein their, whole temporal fiipport was 
aed, as well as their power of ferving God and his 
, in their fpiritual fundions. This haxh been impu- 
their fear of difobliging, or- hopes of further favours 
ompliance ; becaufe it was obferved, that fome who 
sd at firft with the greatefl zeal, thought fit fudden,- 
bfent themfelves from the ufual meetings : yet we 
what expert y^//V//ofv the fakers ^ the Di£ enters^ 
sn the Papifts have fometimes found to drive a point 
intage, or. prevent an impending evil, 
ive not feen any extradl from the two bills introda- 
tlie bifhops into the privy council ; where the cler- 
on (bme failure in favour, or through the timorouf- 
f many among their brethren, were refufed to be 
by the council. It feems, thefe bills were both rer 
, agreed to by the king and council in England, and 
ife of Lords hath with great expedition pafled them 
and it is faid, they are immediately, to be fent down 
Commons for their confeDt* 



2e4 CONSIDERATIONS UPON 

The particulars, as they hare been impcrfe^Iy rqporti 
to me^ are as follows. 

By one of the bills, the bidiops have power to obG 
the country-clergy to build a maniion-houCe upon whatei 
part of their glebes their Lord/hips ihali command ; and 
the living be above j;oL a-ycar, die miniAer is bound 
build after tiirce years a houfe that (hall coft one year a 
a half's rent of his income.. For inilance, if a clergyn 
with a wife and feven children gets a living of '5 5/. / 
annum, he mu(l after three years build a houfe that fh 
coft77/. 10/. and muft fupport his family, during 1 
time the biihop (hall appoint for the building of it,, with 1 
remainder. But if the living- be under 50/. a-year, t 
minifter (hall be allowed 100/. out of the fir/l fruits. 

But there is faid to be one circumftance a. little extrai 
dinary ; tliat if there be a. (ingle fpot in the glebe, nv 
barren, more mar(hy,. more expofcd to the winds,, m 
diilant from the church or fkclcton of a clmrch, or fn 
any conveniency of building ; the redor, or vicar may 
obliged by the caprice or pic[ue of the bifhop, to bui 
under pain of fcquedration, (an office which ever falls, 
to the moil knavi(h hands), upon whatever point his Lo, 
Jhlp (hall command ; although. the farmers have, not p 
one quarter of his dues. 

I believe, under the prefent diftreiTcs of the kingdo 
(which inevitably without a miracle muft increafe forcvc 
there are not ten country-clergymen in Ireland, repui 
to pofleis a parifh of 100/. per annumy who for fo 
years paft have actually received 60/. and that with the 
moft difficulty and vexation. I am therefore at alofs, wl 
kind of valuatois the bijljops will make ufe of; and wl 
ther the (larving vicar (liall be forced to build his hoi 
with the money he never received. 

The other bill, which paiTtd in two days after tlie fi 
mer, is faid to concern the diviiion of pariihes into as n 
ny parcels as the hljljops (hall. think fit, only leaving 500 
a-year to the ;.v^/i^fr church;, which 300 /. by.ano(her< 
paffcd fomc years ago, they can divide likewife, and cnti 
ble as low as their will and pkafure will dtfpofc. them. ! 
that inftead of fix. hundred clergymen, whidi, I think, 
tht ufual computsiuon, vcc taa^h^xc ia^ iisall compafs 
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almoft as many thoufands to live with decency and 
jrt, provide for their children, be charitable to the 

and maintain hofpirality. 

t it is very reafonable A hope, and heartily to be 
d by all thofe who have the lead regard to our ho- 
igion as hitherto eftabliOied, or to a learned, pious, 
:nt, converfable clcrgyinan^ or even to common hu- 
:y, that the Honourable boufe ofComjnons will, in their 
wifdom, juftice, and tendernefsto innocent men, con- 

thefc bills in another light. It is faid, they well 
' this kingdom not to be fo overftockcd with ncigh- 
og gentry, but a difcreet learned clergyman, with a 
etency tit for one of his education, may be an entcr- 
ig, a ufeful, and fometimes a neceHary companion : 
, although fuch a clergyman may not be able con- 
y to find beef and 'wlne for his own family, yet he 
be allowed fometimes to afford both to a neiglibour 
rat diftreffing himfelf ; and the rather, becaufe he may 
%at lead as good a return. It will probably be con- 
xl, that in many defolate parts there may not be al- 

a fuffident number of perfons confiderable enough to 
nfted with commijpons of the peace^ which feveral of 
Icrgy now fupply much better, than a little, hedge, 
mptible, illiterate vicar from twenty to fifty pounds 
LT, the (on of a iveaverj pedlar ^ tailor^ or ;;;/7^r, caa 
'darned to do. 

he landlords and farmers by this fcheme can find no 
:, but will certainly be lofers. For indance, if the 

northern livings be fplit into a dozen parifhes or 
, it will be very neceiTary for the little threadbare 
Wian^ with his wife, his proflor, and every child who 
Tawl, to watch the fields at harveft-time for fear of 
; a fingle fheaf, which he could not afford under peril 
day's (larving : for, according to the Scotch proverb, 
ngry loufe bites fore. This would of neceffity breed 
finite number of wrangles and litigious fuits in the fpi- 
1 courts ; and put the wretched pajior at perpetual va- 
c with his whole parlfh. But, as they have hitherto 
i, a clergyman efhblifhed in a competent living is not 
T the neceflity of being fo fharp, vigilant, and exadling. 
the contrary, it is well known and allovrtd, ^«.^^ 
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clergy round the kingdom think themfelves well treated 
they lofc only one fingle third of their legal demands. 

The Honourable houfe may perhaps be inclined to< 
ccive, that ray Lords the RT/hopi enjoy as ample a po^ 
both fpirititfll and temporal, as will fully fuffice to ad 
every branch of their office ; that they want no laws to 
gulutc the condafl of thofe clergymen over whom i 
prclide ; that, if non-refidencc be a grievacce, it is 
patron's faalt, who makes not a better choice, or ca' 
the plurality. That, if the general impartial charaftc 
perfons chofen into the church had Been more regari 
and the motive oi party, alliance y kindred , flatterers^ 
yud^ment^ or pcrfonal favour regarded Icfs, there w 
be fewer complaints of ncn-refidence, want of care. Us 
able behaviotir, or any other part of mifconduft ; m 
mention ignorance ^xAJlupidity. 

I could name certain gentlemen of the gownr ^ 
awkward, fpruce, prim, fneering, and fmirking countc 
ces, the very tone of their voices, and an ungainly 
in their walk, without one (ingle talent for any one ol 
have contrived to get good preferment by the mere 1 
o^ flattery and eringing : for which two virtues (the 
two virtues they pretend to) they were, however, uti 
unqualified : and whom, if I were in power, although 
were my nephe^Sy or had married my nieces ^ I coulc 
ver in point of good confcience or honour have recomm 
cd to a curacy m Connaught. 

The Honourable houfe of Commons may Kkewife per 
confider, that the gentry of thie kingdom differ fror 
others upon earth, being lefs capable of employmeni 
their own country, than any others who eome from abr 
and that moft of them have little expedtation of provi 
for their younger children otherwife than by the chi 
in which there might be fome hopes of getting a tclei 
maintenance. For after the patrons fhould have fei 
their y^«/, their »^^/6^Tt'/, their «/V<:^j-, ihtix dependt 
and their followers invited over from the other fide, t 
would ftill remain an overplus of fmaller church-p« 
ments to be given to fuch clergy of the nation, who 
have their quantum of whatever merit may be then ir 
Oim^ J3ui by thefe bills they will be all as abfolutely 
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ss if they had pafTed under the denomination of 
r unlcfs ihey can be contented at the utmoft with 
-year; which by the difficulties of coJJe<5ling tithes 
nd, and the daily increafing miferies of the people, 
■dly rife to half diat fum. 

obferved, that the divines fent over hither to go- 
is church have not feemed to confider the difference 
n both kingdonas witi refpefl to the inferior clergy^ 
hemfclves indeed, they find a large revenue in lands 
ne quarter value, which confequently muft be paid 
here is a penny left among us ; and the public di- 
» little afFe<5ts their interefts, that their fines are now 
than ever : tliey content themfelves to fuppofe, that 
er a parifii is faid to be worth, comes all into the 
s pocket. 

5 poverty of great numbers among the clergy of 
d hath been the continual complaint of all men^ 
i(h well to the church, and many fchemcs have 
lought on to redrefs it; yet an Englifti vicar of 
i-3'ear, lives much more comfortably than one of 

the value in Ireland. His farmers, generally 
g, are able and willing to pay him his full dues ; 
1 a decent church of ancient (landing, filled every 
day with a large congregation of plain people, well 
jxl behaving themfelves as if they bi)ieved in God 
iiR.i^T. He hath a houfe and barn in repair, a 
r two to graze his cows, with a garden and orchard. 
:ft expedts more from him than a pot of ale : he 
te an honefl: pbin fariper, as his wife is drefied 
fie better than goody. He is fometimes gracioufly 
by the Tquirc, where he fits -at an humble diilancc : 
cts the love of his people, they often make him little 
prefents : lie is happy by being born to no higher 
ation ; for he is ufj illy the -fon of fomc ordinary 
nan, or middKnjr fa^ mer. His learning is much of 
with his birth and education ; no more of either, 
/hat a poor hun*^ry J'erz'i tor can be expe«5led to bring 
tim from hi$ ccllcge. It would be tedibus to fliew 
vcrfe of all this in our diflant poorer parifhes through 
>arts of Ireland, wherein every rci;ider may make the 
.rifuD. 
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Laflly, the Honourable houfe of Commons ma 
whether the fchemc of multiplying beggarly 
through the whole kiogdoin, who mud all hav< 
chufing parliameQt-xnen (provided they can ] 
freeholds to be worth 40/. per annum ^ ultra 
may not, by their numbers, have great infiuen 
U£liom ; being entirely under the dependence \ 
Jhops. For by a moderate computation, after 
tiiions and fubdivifions of parifhes, tliat my Lo 
Jhops have power to make by their new laws, 
as foon as the prefent fet of clergy goes offi b 
army of ecclejiajlical militants able enough fc 
of fervicc, except that of the altar. 

I am indeed in fome concern about a fund 1 
a thoufand or two churches, wherein thefe ] 
may read their nyjall-ledures \ and begin to 
murt be contented with barm\ which barns 
great advancing flep towards an accomraodati( 
true Proteftant brethren^ the Difenters. 

The fcheme of encouraging clergymen to I 
by dividing a living of 500 /. a-year into tei 
contrivance, the meaning whereof hath got 01 
Hde of my comprehenfion ; unlefs it may be a 
hljhops build no houfes, becaufe they are fo 
therefore th#inferior clergy will certainly b 
reduce them to beggary. But I knew a -ve 
of quality in England, who could never be j 
keep zfervant out oi livery ; becaufe fuch fer 
be expenGve, and apt in time to look like 
whereas the otliers were ready to fubmit to tl 
lices, and at a cheaper pennyworth might inc; 
-tinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wife men, 
thefe bills pafs both houfes, tliey fliould be : 
England with the following claufcs infcrted. 

Firft, that whereas there may be about a d 
liJJjoprics in Ireland, thofe h'ljlwprics fhould 
given to different perfons ; and thofe of a fir 
nation be alfo divided into two, three, or fc 
occaiion fliall require; otherwifc there may b 
'/?artet}| Whether uveiity-i\vo (relates cnxi jcf; 
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heir paternal care and unlimited power, for the pro- 
1 and corre(5lion of fo great a number of Ipi ritual y?^3- 
But thw propofal will meet with fuch furious ob- 
is, that I {hall not infift upon it : for I well remem- 

I have read, what a terrible fright tht frogs were in, 
a report, that the fun way going to marry. 

other claufe fhould be, that none of thefc twenty, 
, forty, or fifty pounders may be fufFered to marry 
• the penalty of imnaediate deprivation ; their mar- 
} declared ««//, and their children baltards : for 
dcfponding people take the kingdom to be in no 
tion of encouraging fo numerous a breed of beggars, 
third claufe will be neceffary, that thefe humble gen- 
lould be abfolutely difqualified from giving votes in 
ms for parliament-men, 

diers add a fourth ; which is a claufe of indulgence, 
thefe reduced divines may be permitted to follow any 
il ways of living, which will not call them too often 
far from their fpiritual offices : (for, unlefs I mif- 
rfiend, they are fuppofed to have epifcopal ordina^ 
. For. example, they may be lappers of linen, bai- 
)f the manor ; they may let blood, or apply plaifters 
bree miles round : they may get a difpenfation to hold 
krkJJnp and fextonJJ^ip of their own parifh /*;; co??/" 
fam. Their wives and daughters may make (hirts for 
eighbourliood; or, if a barrack be near, for the fo/^ 
: in linen countries they may card znd Jpin, and keep 
' looms in the houfe : they may let lodgings, and fell 
of ale without doors, but not at home, unlefs to fo- 
ompany, and at regular hours. It is by fome thought 
e hard, that in an affair of the laft confequence to 
cry being of the c/ergy in the points of liberty and 
rty, as well as in their abilities to perform their du- 
lis whole Reverend body, who are the edabliflied in- 
ors of the nation in Chriftianity and moral virtues, 
ire the only perfons concerned, fliould be the fole 
35 not confalted. Let any fcholar ilicw the like pre- 
t in Chrillcndom'for twelve hundred years paft. An 
' parliament for fettling or felling 4in ellate in a pri- 
"amily is never pafTed, umil all parties give confent. 

II the prefent cafe, the whole body of tl\^ cUr^^';) v^^ 
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. as thcmfelves apprehend, determined to utter ruin vfitboal 
once expedling or a/king their opinion ; and this by a fdeiBei 
contrived only by one part of the convocati§ny while the 
other part which hath been chofen in the ufual ioia^ 
wants only the regal permillion to aflemble, and confuktr( 
ix)ut the affairs of the church, as their predeceffore baw 
always done in former ages ; where it is prefumed, tW 
Ivwsr houfe hath a power of propoling canons and a oe^ 
ti?e voice, as well as the upper. And God forbid (fi| 
thefe objeflors) that there fhould be a real feparate intciel 
between the bifhops and clergy, any more than there i 
'between a man and his wife, a king and his people, (X 
Christ and his church. 

It feems there is a provilion in the bill, that no paii 
Jhall be cut into fcraps without the confent of feveralpep 
fons, who can be no fufferers in the matter ; but I c» 
not find that the clergy lay much weight on this caatioo) 
becaufe they argue, that the very perfons firom wfaflii 
thefe bills took their rife, will have the greateftfliarei 
the decifion. 

I do not by any meana conceive the crying fin of iW 
clergy in this kingdom to be that of non-rejidence, 1 M 
fure, it is many degrees lefs fo here than in England: 
unlefs the pofFeflion of pluralities may pafs under that naoNf 
and if this be a fault, it is well known to whom it moftlf 
imputed: ,1 believe upon a fair, inquiry (and I hear anil 
quiry is to be made) they will appear to be moil pardooabt 
few ; efpecially, confidering how many parilhes have do 
an inch oi glebe , and how difficult it is upon any'j:es£ii 
able terms to find a place of habitation. And therrfbit 
God knows, whether ray Lords the Bijhops will.be foo 
able to convince the clergy ^ or thofe who have any regw 
for that venerable body, that the chief motive in thfl 
LordJJjtps mmds by procuring thefe. bills was to prevent th 
fin of non-refidence ; while the univerfal opinion of ahnol 
every clergy vian in the kingdom, without diflin^oo c 
party taking in even*thofe who are Rot likely to be fuffd 
ers, f lands dire<5lly againft them. 

If fome livings in the north may be juftly thought to 
large a com pafs of land, which makes it inconvenient ft 
;the remoted inhabitants to attend the fervice of the chuni 
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*ch ID fome inftances may be true, no reafonable clerg)*- 
f^ would oppofe a proper remedy by particular ads of' 
•lament. 

Thus, for inftance, the deajiery of Down, a country- 
'«^/7, I'thmfc, without a cathedral, depending wholly 
Jn an union of parifhes joined together in a time when 
' land lay wade a'nd thinly inhabited ; fince thofe cir- 
tiftances are fo prodigioufly changed for the better, may 
^perly be leflened, leaving a decent competency to the' 
|««, and placing reflories in the remaining churches,- 
ich are now ferved only by ftipendiary curates. 
The cafe may be probably the fame in other parts : and • 
b a proceeding difcreetly managed would be truly for 
good of the* church. 

P'orit is to be obferved, that the dean and chapter lands,'. 
jch, ID England, were all feized under the fanatic ufur- 
ioD, are things unknown in Ireland, having been long ; 
iihed from the church by a fucceflion of confufions, and 
« applied in their (lead to fupport that ecclefiafticai"- 
ttity. 

the late * Archbijloop of Dublin had a very different' 
f of encouraging the clergy of his diocefe to refidence : 
sa a leafe had run out feven years or more, he ftipu- 
d with the tenant to refign up twenty or thirty acres to 
minifter of the parifh' where it lay convenient, wilhcu!:. 
aiing his former rent ; and with no great abatement of 
fine; and this he did in the parts near Dublin, where* 
t is at the highefl rates, leaving a fmall chiefry for the 
ifter to pay, hardly a fixth part of the value. I doubt 
I that almoll every hifhop in the kingdom may do the 
e generous aft with lefs damage to their fees, than his - 
Grace of Dublin ; much of whofe lands were out in 
fiums, or leafes for lives ; and I am forry that the good ' 
nple of fuch sl f relate hath not been followed. 
lot a great majority of the c/erg/s friends cannot hi- 
to reconcile themfelves to this project ; which they 
a levelling principle^ that muft inevitably root out the 
Is of all honed emulation, the legal parent of the great <» 
irtue and mod generous anions among men ; but which, . 
she general opinion, (for I do not pretend to offer ray 
•The Wght Kcwerend Dx William Yin^.. 

S 2 wixC^t. 
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own), will never more have room to exert itfelf in 
brcall of any clergy vian whom this kingdom (hall prodi 

But whether the confecjuences of ihefe bills "may, 
the virtues and frailties of future bijhops fent over hi 
to rule the church, terminate in good or evil, I (hall 
prcfume to determine, fince God can work the fornn 
of the latter. However, one thing I can venture to afl 
that from the carliell ages of ChiilUanity to the min 
am now writing, there never was a precedent of fi 
proceeding, much lefs was it to be feared, hoped, or a; 
bended from fuch hands in any ChriiUan country ; a 
it may pafs for more than a phxnix \ becaufe it hath 
without any afiilknce from the ajloes of \X%fire. 

The appearance of fo many Dijfenters at the heari 
this caufe is what, I am told, hath not been charg* 
the account of their prudence or moderation ; b< 
that a<5lion hath been cenfured as a mark of triumf 
infult before the vi^lory is complete: fmce neith 
thcfe bills hath yet pafled the houfe ofComvionSy and 
are pleafed to think it not impoflible tliat they m 
icje^led *. Neither do I hear, that there is an ca 
claufe in either of the bills to apply any part of the 
ded or fubdivided tithes towards increafing the ftipei 
x\it Je^laries . So that thefe gentlemen feem to be 
/jfd ]^^ iiiiii, who, after having been kicked down 
took comfort, when he faw his friend kicked down 
him. 

I have heard many more objections againft ^t'ftxt 
ticulars of both thefe bills ; but they are of fo high an 
nnd carry fuch dreadful innuendoes ^ that 1 dare not 
tion them, refolving to give no offence, becaufe I well 
iiow obnoxious I have lung been (although I co 
\,'ithout any fault of my ov/n) to the zeal and princij 
ihofe who place all difference in opinion concernir 
bile matters to the fcore of difafefUon ; whereof I 
Icafl as innocent as the Icudell; of my drtraflzn. 

Dublin, Feb. 24. 
1731-2. 

• They were rcicled in the //ef/JV f/ CctrnKotis by a grc 
jtfiity. iia'i'■hcS'^ 



oposAL for an Act of Parliament, to pay 
" the Debt of the nation, without taxing 
; fubjeft ; by which the number of landed 
:ntry will be confidcrably increafed, and no 
rfon will be the poorer, or contribute oneo 
thing to the charge *. . 



Written in the year 1732^. 



HE debts contradled fdme years paft for the ftfrvice 
and fafety of the nation are grown fo great, that 

our prefent diftrefled condition by the want of trade, . 
•eat remittances to pay abfentees, regiments ferving . 
d, and many other drains of money well enough 
n and felt, the kingdom feems altogether unable to 
irge them by the common methods of payment : and 

a poli or lofid tax would be too odious to think of, 
ally the latter; becaufe the lands, which have been : 
r thefe ten or dozen years paft, were raifed fo high, 
he owner can at prefent hardly receive any rent at all. 
t is the ufual practice of an Irifh tenant^ rather than 
land, to offer more for a farm than he knows he can 
ir able to pay ; and in that cafe he grows defperate, , 
ays nothing at all; So that a land-iax upon a rack- 
teite would be a burthen wholly infupportable. . 
tie queftion will then be, How thefe national debts can : 
id ; and how I can make good the feveral particulars 
y propoiid \ which I .fhall^now lay open to the pu-. 

he revenues of their. Graces and Lordihips th^ Arch* 
ps and Bifiiops of this kingdom (excluding the £nes) 
mouQt by a moderate computation to 36,800/./^ 
I mean the . rents which the bifhops receive from . 

rhe reader mW pcrcdrt liic fidlowing trwlife to be altogethev '. 
caj.j 

S-5. ^iw 
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their teoants. Bat the real value of thofe lands at a 
rent, taking the fcveral fees one with another, is red 
ed to be at leail three fourths more ; fo that, mulupl 
36,800 /. by 4, the full rent of all the bifhops lands 
amount to 147,200 /. per ann. from which fubtrading 
prefent rent received by their Lordfhips, that is, 36,8c 
the profits of the lands received by the fird and feconc 
Hants, (who both have great bargains), will rife to the 
of J 10,^00 /.per ann, : which lands, if they wer 
be fold at twenty-two years purchafe, would raife a fa 
2,428,800 /. referving to the bifhops their prefent p 
only excluding fines. 

Of this fum, I propofe, that out of the one half, n 
amounts to 1,214,400/. fo much be applied, aswil 
tirley difcharge the debts of the nation ; and the ren 
der be laid up in the ueafury to fupply contingencies 
well as to difcharge fome of our heavy taxes, uatii 
kingdom, (hall be in a better condition. 

But whereas the prefent fet of bifhops would be ] 

lofers by this fcheme for want of their fines ; which 1 

be hard treatment to fuch religious t ioyaly. and defn 

perfonages ; I have therefore let apart the other ha 

iiipply that defe£l, which it will more than fuffidentl; 

A bifhop's leaie for the full term is reckoned to be ^ 

eleven years purchafe ; but if wc take the Uihops r< 

I.fuppofe.there may be four years of each leafe ela] 

and many of the bifhops being well flricken in yes 

cannot think their lives round to be worth more than 

years purchafe ; fo that the purchafers may very wdl i 

fifteen years purchafe for the re^erfion, efpecially-fajj 

j^eat additional advantage, which lihall foon mentii 

This fum of 2,428,800/, muft likewife be funk 

conliderably ;. becaufe the lands are to.be fold only ; 

teen years purchafe, and this lefTens the fum to 

1,656,000 /. ; of which Ipropofc twelve hundred. 

land pounds to be applied partly for the payment c 

national debt,, and partly as a fund for future exigei 

and the remaining 456,000 /. I propofe as. a fund io\ 

ing the prefent fet of bifhops their fines ; which it v 

bundantiy do, and a great part seaiain as an addidoa 

jd^lic ftock. 
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Utboagli the bifhops round do not in reality receive 
« fines apiece, which take up 2 1 years, yet I allow ir 
be fb ; but then I will fuppofe them to take but one. 
r's rent in recompenfe of giving them fo large a term of 
; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 3, the produdl will 
only 1 10,400 /. fo that above three fourths will remain. 
« applied to puUic uie. 

f I faaye made wrong computations, I hope to be excu- 
as a ftranger to the kingdom ; which I never faw till I 

called to an employment, and yet where I intend to 

the reft of my days ; but I took care to get the beft 
rmations I could, and from the mod proper perfons ; 
vver the mifhdcesl may have been guilty of will very little 
ft the.maii> of my propo^l; although they (hould caufe 
Serence of one hundred thouiand pounds moreor lefi^ 
*hefe fines are only to be paid to the bifhop during his 
mbency in the fame, fee : if he change it for a bett 
the purchafers of the vacant fee lands are to come im- 
iately into pofTeffion of the fee he hath left ; and both 
bifhop who is : removed, .and he who comes into his 
% are- to have no more fines.; for the removed bifhop < 

find his account by a larger revenue ; and the other 
will find candidates enough. For the law*maxim will . 
: have place, .Caveat emptor ; I mean, the perfons who ■ 
«ed may chufe whether they will accept or no. 
^t CO the purchafers,. they will probably be tenants to 

fee, who .are. already in pofleiHon, and can afford to 
* more than any other bidder. 

b- ^rill^ further explain myfelf. If a perfon already a . 
lop. be removed into a richer fee, he muA be content 
h the .bare revenues without any fines ; and fo muft he 
o comes -into a.bifhopric vacant by death : and this wiil . 
Dg the matter foonertobear ; which, if the crown (hall. 
i£ fit .to countenance, will foon change the prefent fet 
bifliops ; and confequently encourage purchafers of their 
ids. For example : If a primate fliould die, and the 
adation be wifely made, almofl the whole ftt of bifhops 
i^^tbc changed in a month, each to his great advantage, 
though no fines were to be got ; and thereby fave a great 
urt of that fum which- L have appropriated towards fup* 
yiDgthc deficiency of fixs^ 



ai6 A PROPOSAL FOR PAY] 

I ha?e valued tlic bifliops lands two years ] 
bo7C the ofual computed rate, becaufe tfeofe lane 
a iandHon from the King and council in Engla 
confiimed by an a<a of parliament here : beGde- 
known, that higher prices are given every da) 
lands, at the remoteft didances, and at rack-n 
I take to be occafioned by want of trade : wh< 
few borrowers, and the little money in private 
dead, there is no other way to difpofe of it, 
ing of land ; which confeoaently makes the c 
it fo high. 

Befides paying the nation^s debts, the fale oi 
would have many other good efFefts upon the 
will confiderably increafe the number of gentry 
bHhops tenants arc not able or willing to purch 
lands will aiford an hundred gentlemen a gooc 
each : feveral perfons from England will probj 
to come over hither, and be the buyers, raihi 
thirty years purchafe at home under the loads 
the public and the poor, as well as repairs 
mean» much money may be brought among us 
Wy fome of the pnrchafers themfelves may b 
live cheap in a worfe country, rather than be « 
of exchange and agencies ; and perhaps of « 
ID abfence, if they Jet their lands too high. 

This propofal will alfo multiply farmers, w 
chafers will h^ve lands in their own power to | 
eafy leafes to indudrious hufbandmen. . 

I have allowed fonie bifhoprics, of equal it 
of more or lefs value to the purchafer, accor 
are drcumflanced. For inftance : The lands c 
cy and fome other fees are let fo low, that the 
a -fifth penny of the real value to the bifhop, a 
fines are the greater. On the contrary, the ft 
and Clonfert , confifting, as I am told, mu< 
thofe tithes are annually let to the tenants 
fines. So the fee of Dublin is faid to have ma 
which pay no fines ; and fome leafes for liv^j 
very little, and not fo foon nor fo duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their Grac 
tht Archbifhops, and my Lords the Bifhops, 
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in this propofal but of gratitude to his late and pre- 
Majelly, the beft of kings, who have beflowed on 
n fuch high and opulent ftations ; as well as in pity to 
country, which is now become their own ; whereby 
r will be inftrumental towards paying the nation's debts 
bout impoveri(hing themfelves; enrich an hundred gen- 
len as well as free them from dependency ; and thus re- 
'C that envy, which is apt to fall upon their-G races and 
dfhips from conGderable perfons, whofe birth and for* 
ts rather qualify them to be lords of manors, than fer- 
dependcnts upon churchmen, however dignified or dif- 
uiihed. 

f I do not flatter myfelf, there could not be any law 
c popular than this. For the immediate tenants to bi« 
», being fome of them perfons of quality and good e- 
»s, and more of them grown up to be gentlemen by 
profits of thcfe very leafes under a fuccefEon of bi- 
«» think it a difgrace to be fubjeft both to rents and 
I at the pleafure of their landlords. Then, the bulk 
he tenants, efpecially the dijfenters^ who aie our true 
I Proteftant brethren, look upon it both as an unnatu- 
aod iniquitous thing, that bifhops ihould be owners of 
I at all, (wherein I beg to differ from them), being a 
It fo contrary to the practice of the apoftles, whofe fuc- 
brs they are deemed to be ; and who, although they 
e contented that land (hould be fold for the common 
of the brethren, yet would not buy it themfelves ; but 
. it laid at their feet to be diftributed to poor profelytes. 
t wUl add one word more ; that by fuch a wholefbme 
' 1^ the oppreflions felt by under-tenants of church-lea- 
, which are now laid on the bifhops, would entirely be 
Tented, by their Graces and Lordfhips confenting to 
re their lands fold for payment of the nauon's debts ; 
enring only the prefent rent for their own plentiful and 
wurable fupport. 

I beg leave to add one particular ; that when heads of 
aill (as I find the ftyle runs in this kingdom) (hall be 
)ught in for forming this propofal into a law, 1 fhould 
mbly offer, that there might be a power given to every 
hop, except thofe who refide in Dublin, for applying one 

• hundred 



yet fince I have accepted an employment here of i 
fequence as well as profit, I cannot but think rayl 
ty bound to confult the intercft of people, amo 
1 have been fo well received. And if I can b( 
inflrumental towards contributing to reduce this 
propofal into ^ law, (which being not in the leaft 
to England will^ I am confident, meet with no < 
from that fide), my fincere endeavours to fenre tl 
and kingdom will be well rewarded. 



-AnExAMiNATioN of Certain Abuses, Cor- 
RUPTioNs, and Enormities, in the city 
of Dublin. 



Written in the year 1732. 



rothing is held more commendable in all great cities, 
efpecially the metropolis of a kingdom, than what 

5 French call the police : by which word is meant the 
nment thereof, to prevent the many diforders occa- 
[ by great numbers of people and carriages, efpeciaJJy 
ttroagh narrow ftreets. In this gorernment our famous 
Oty of Dublin is faid to be very defedtive, and univerfaily 
BiHnplained of. Many wholefome laws have been enacfled 
to corredt thofe abufes, but are ill executed ; and many 
Hore are wanting; whicli I hope the united wifdom of the 
iatioD (whereof fo many good efFefts have already appear- 
4 this feffion) will foon take into their profound confide- 
atioD. 

As I have been always watchful over the good of mine 
1IV0 country, and particularly for that of our rg^wned 
Sty, where (ahjit invidia) I had the honour to^Mv my 
rrft breath ; I cannot have a minute^s eafe or patience, to 
%)rbear enumerating fomeof the greateii enormities, abufes, 
lad corruptions fpread almod through every part of Du- 
bfio; and propofing fuch remedies, as I hope the legiilature 
Mfill approve of. 

The narrow compafs to which I have confined myfelf 
10 this paper, will allow me only to touch the mo(i im- 
portant defed^s ; and fuch as I think feem to require the 
xnoft (peedy redrefs. 

And firft, perhaps there was never known a wifer in- 
iBtntioD, than that of allowing certain perfons of both 
fcxes in large and populous cities to cry through the ftreets 
inany ncceilaries of life : it would be endlefs to recount 
the convenicncies Vvhich our city enjoys by this ufeful in- 
▼eaiion; and particularly flrangers forced hither by bufi- 
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ncfs, who refide here but a (hort time : for thefe, ha«n 
ufually but little money, and being wholly ignorant of th 
town, might at an eafy price purchafe a tolerable dinne 
if the feveral criers would pronounce the names of tl 
goods they have to fell in any tolerable language. An 
therefore, until our law-makers (hall think it proper to u 
terpofe fo far as to make thofe traders pronounce the 
words in fuch terms, that a plain Chridian hearer as 
comprehend what is cried, I would advife all new come 
to look out at their garret-windows, and there fee wheth 
the thing that is cried be tn/>ei or flummery^ butter-mi 
or co'w- keels. For as things are now managed, how is 
pofTiblc for an honeft countryman jufl: arrived to find oi 
what is meant, for inftance, by the following words, wii 
which his ears are condantly dunned twice a-day, mg 
jugs, and porringers ^ up in the garret ^ and dovm in U 
cellar ; I fay, how is it poflible for any ftranger to unde 
(land, that this jargon is meant as an invitation to buy 
farthing's worth of milk for his brcakfaft or fupper, unfc 
his curiofity draws him to the window, or until his Jane 
lady (liall inform him ? I produce this only as one ioihuu 
among a hundred much woife, I mean, where the wore 
make a found wholly inarticulate, which give fo muc 
dilKirbancc, and fo little information. 

T^j^rmation folemnly made in the cry of kerrii^ 
13 direoTy againft all truth and probability ; herrings alivt 
alive here : the very proverb will convince us of this; fc 
what is more frequent in ordinary fpeech, than to fay b 
fome neighbour for whom the pailing-bell rings, thatAri 
dead as a herring? And pray how is it poflible, that 
herringy which, as philofopkers obferve, cannot live lony 
than one minute three fcconds and a half out of watei 
fhould bear a voyage in open boats from Howth to Dobiin 
be tofTed into twenty hands, and preferve its life in fiew 
for feveral hours ? nay, we have witceflts ready to pro 
due.*, that many thoufands of thefe herrings^ fo impudent 
ly averted to be alive, have been a day and a night np« 
dry land. But this is not the worft, \Vhat can we thiol 
of thofe impious wretches, who dare in the face of tbi 
fun vouch the very fame affirmative of their falmon^ aw 
ciy fa Imon alive ^ alive? whereas, if you call the wornai 
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cries It, fbe is not afiumcd to uim back her mantle, 
' ftew you this individaal falinon cut into a dozen 
^ I have given good advice to thefe infamous dil- 
CCTS of ibcir fex and calling, without the Je:vft appear- 
e of remorfc, and fully againfl the convi(5lion of their 
J aonfdeoccs ; I have mentioned this grievance to fe- 
d of our parifh niinifters ; but all in vain : fo that it 

1 continue^ until tlie government (haU think fit to in- 
ofc. 

Tiere is another cry^ which, from the ftri<Seft obferva- 
I can make, appears to be very modern, and it is th^kt 
'mett hearts * ; and is plainly intended for a refle<5lion 

the female fex ; as if there were at prefent fo great 
utb of lovers, that the women, inflead of receiving 
■ts from men, W'ere now forced to offer money to 
lafe fmcet hearts. Neither am I fure, that this cry 

not glance at fosne difafre(5lion againd the govern* 
; iiifinuating, that while fo many of our troops are 
;cd in foreign (ervicc, and fuch a great number of our 
at officers conftantly rcfide in England, tJic ladies arc 
d to take up with parfons and attorneys : but this is 
ft unjud reflexion, as may foon be proved by any 
n who frequents the cajile, our public walks, our balls 
tflenjblies ; where the crouds of toupees -f were never 
•n to fwarm as they do at prefent. 
lierc is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do not rc- 
bcr to have been ufed in London ; or at lead, not in 
ime terms that it hath been pradifed by both parties, 
ig each of their power, but very unjuiHy by the Tories, 
le thefe were at the helm, they grew daily more and 
: impatient to put all true ff7:Jgs and Hancz-eriaus cut 
nployments : to effed wliich, they hired certain or- 
y fellows with large bafkets on their flioulders to call 
I at every houfe, Dirt to carry out ; giving that dcno- 
tion to cur whole paity; as if they would fignify, 
the kingdom could never be cleanfed, until we were 
/ from the ea*. th like ruhbiJJ), But lince that happy 

K fort of fiig^r-cakes in the fliniic of hearts. 

A new name for a modern periwig with a Ions black tail, 

for its owner; ncv; inftfliion, Dec. 1. 1733- 

OL. 111. T tssxtw 
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tiun of times, when we were fo iniraculoufly prefen'edby 
jud an inch from Popery, Jlavery, maJJ'acre, and the /«- 
tender t I muft own it is prudence in us ftill to go on uith 
the fame cry; which haih ever fmce been fo efTcdlually ob- 
fci vcd, that the true pslitical dirt is wholly removed, and 
thrown on its proper dunghills, there to corrupt and be do 
Biore heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities : Every perfbn who 
walks the (Irccts, mud needs obferve an immenfe number 
of human excrements at the doors and (leps of wafte houfes, 
and at ihe (ides of every dead wall ; for which the difafieA- 
ed party hath aiHgned a very falfe and malicious caufe : 
they would iiavc it, that thefe heaps were laid there pn- 
vEttly by Rritilh fimdaments to make the world bdievey 
that our Irifh vulgar do daily eat and drink ; and conie- 
quently that the clamour of poverty among us muft be 
falfe, proceeding only from Jacobites and Papijis, They 
would confirm this by pretending to obfeive, that a Britilh 
€tKHs being more narrowly perforated than one of our own 
country, and many of thefe excrements, upon a ftri^view, 
appearing couple crowned with a point like a cone orpy- 
raQJi), iirp cafily didinguilhcd from the Hibernian, whidi 
lie nitich flatter and with lefs continuity. I communicated 
this cor jr<.^ure to an eminent phyGcian, who is well verfed 
in Auh profound fpeculations ; and at my requcft was 
ple:i(al to make trial with each of his fingers, by thruftiBg 
thj:n into the anus of feveral perfons of both BatioDS, and 
p:or'c(ild he could find no fuch difference between them as 
^hofc ill-difpofed people alledge. On the contrary, he 
afliired rae, that much the greater number of narrow ca- 
vities were of Hibernian origin. This I only mention, » 
fhcw h.ow ready the Jacobites are to lay hold of any han- 
dle to exprefs their malice againft the government. I had 
alinoft forgot to add, that my friend the pbyfician could 
by fmclling each finger dillingufh the Hibernian excrement 
from tho Biitilh, and was not above twice m>(laken in an 
hundred experiments; upon which he intends very (bon to 
jiublifli a learned diflertation. 

There is a diverfion in this city, which ufually begins 
amo g the butchers ; but is often continued by a fuccef- 
fior cf olhc;i: people through many ftreets ; it is called djc 

CPSSING 
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O cf a dog: and I may juftly number it among 
jptions. The ceremony is thus: A ftrange dog 
to pafs through a flefh-market ; whereupon an ex- 
her immediately cries in a loud voice and the pro- 
, Cofst cofst feveral times. The fame word is 
by the people. The dog, who perfe<5tly under- 
le terms of art, and confequentJy tlie danger be 
mediately flies. The •people, and even his own 
mimals^ purfuc t the purfuit and cry attend him 
half a mile ; he is well worried in his fliglit ; and 
;s hardly efcapes. This our iHwifheis of the 
kind are pleafed to call a perfccnilon ; and affirm, 
Iways falls upon dogs.oi the Tory principle. But 
well defend ourfelves by juflly alledging, that, 
ey were uppcrmoft, they treated our dogs full as 
ily. As to my own part, who liave in former 
en attended thefe procejjicns, although I can >ery 
nguifh between a Whig and Tory dog, yet J never 
ly refentment very far from ^ party-principle ^ cx- 
ere again(t certain malicious dogs^ who mod dif- 
th^ enmity againfl us in theiu^^y? of times *. And 
ber too well, that in the wicked miniftry of th« 
Dxford a large maftiff of our party, being unmcr- 
Ifed, ran without thinking between my legs, as I 
ng up Fifhamble-ftrect ; and as I am of low lla- 
i very fliort legs, bore me riding backwards down 
)r above two hundred yards : and although I mac^e 
s tail for a bridle, holding it fad with both my 
nd clung my legs as clofe to his (Ides as I could ; 
)0ih came down together into the middle of tlio 
where after rolling thtee or four times over each 
got up with much ado amidfl the (bouts and huz- 
thouiand malicious Jacobites. I cannot indeed 
fully acknowledge, that for this and many othei 
xidfufferings f 1 have been fince more than over- 

idventurc may perhaps have put me out of love 

t word ufcJ by the Whigs for the four la ft years of 
ne'sieign, during the Earl of Oxford's miniftry. 
ic apoio^y for the Tale of a Tub, >jo\, i. 

T 2 '^^'^ 



are hired by our enemies to lliilk in the tops of 
'with thxir hc;id3 do higher than will juil pern 
look ronmi ; and at the nfna! boors when mcmb 
io^ to the houfe, if they fee a coach Hand near i 
of any hyal member^ they caH, CoacB^ coacb^ 
they cm bow), jud at the ioC^ant when the foot; 
to gWe the fame call^ And this is chiefly doi 
days when any point of importance is to be deba 
pradioc may be of rerj dangerous oonie^Qence : 
boys are all hired by enemies to the gqvenmient 
^y the ahferxc of a few members for a few mini] 
/Hon may be carried ag^dnfl the true inier^ ek 
dom, and very probably not withoot an eye t 
pretsmLnr. 

I bare cot obferrcd the wit and fancy of thi 
miich employed in any one article, as that of ox 
riety of £gns to hang over houfes, vihcic punch ii 
The bowl is reprefented full of punch, the h 
erefl in the middle, fupported iometimes by one 
times by two animals, whole feet reft upon the < 
bowL ll^clc animals are fbmctimes one bladi 
fonetimes a couple ; iometimes a iiogle eagle, 
limes a (pread one ; and we often meet a cronv^ 
leer, or a ccck^ in tfic fame pofturc. 
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in luy gpefls ; which however to my knowledge is not. 
lie 10 fa6l ; not one of th.oie birds being a proper coni« 
inion for a CJ^rifi/a;j, ^ to aiding and afliAing in making 
le punch. For as they are drawn upon the fign, they are 
luch moriB likely to mote, or (bed their fcatiiers into the 
quor. Then as to the bear^ he is too terrible^ awkward, 
id floyenly a- companion to converfe with ; neither are 
ly of thcm« all handj enough to fill liquor to the com.- 
iny ; I do therefore vehemently fufpc<5t a plot intended 
gaiaii the government by thefe devices^ For akhough the 
iread'fagk be the arms of Germany, upon which account 
: may pofiibly be a lawful ProUjiant fign, yet I who am • 
cry fulpicious of fair outGdes in a matter which fo near- 
f ooDceros our* welfare, cannot but call to mind,, that the 
T€fender*% wife is faid to be of German binh ; and that 
msy Poplflj princes in fo vaft an extent of land are reported ^ 
c.Kcel both at making and drinking punch : bcfides it is 
plaioy that tYi^fpread eagle exhibits to us the perfect figure . 
)f a crofi ; which is a badge of Pcpery; Then as to the cock^ 
M 15 well known to reprefent the French nation, our old and '. 
^gecous enemy. . Thtfwany who muft of ncccflity co- 
wr the entire bowl with; his v/ings, can: be no other than 
the Spaniard, who endeavours to ingrofs all the trcafurcs 
of the Indies to himfelf.. The lion is indeed the common 
emblem of royal power, as v/cll as the arras of England ; 
bat to paint him black is perfect Jacobitijhiy and a manifeil 
type of thofe who blacken the a(5tions of the hci\ ptinces.. 
it is not cafy to difHnguifh, whether that other fowl paint- 
ed over the punch'bov.'l be a cronv or TLravcti, It is true, . 
they have both been ominous birds : but I rather take it 
to be the former ; becaufe it is the difpofition of a croiu 
to pick out the eyes of other creatures ; and often even of 
Chriflransy after they are dead ; and is therefore drawn 
Iwre with a defign to put the Jacobites in mind of their 
old pra^icCy firft to lull us afleep, (which is an emblem of 
death) and then to blind our eyes, that v/e may not fee 
thdr dangerous pra<5lices againft the flate. . 

To fpeak my private opinion:: The. lead ofTenfive picture 
in the whole fot fcems to be the bear ; becaufe he rcpre- 
fcnts nrfa, major, or the great h^ar^ who prefidcs over the 
»wM, where the re/onmition (iril began •, aiud \N\\\d\^ tvviYX- 
X 3 v^ 
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to Britain (including Scotland and the nonh of Ireland) is 
the great protedtor of the trus Proteflant religion. Bil 
however in thofe iigns, where I obferve the hear to b 
chained^ 1 cannot help furmifing a Jacobite contrivance 
l)y which thcfe traitors hint an earned defire of ufing al 
true IVhigSy as their predecefFors did the primitive Chri 
(tians : I mean, to reprefent ns as hears ^ and then hallo 
tijerr Tory -dogs to bait us to death. 

Thus i have given a fair account of what I diilikc in a! 
.the figns fet over thofe houfes that invite us to punch. 
own it was a matter that did not need explaining, being i 
very obvious to common underflanding; yet Y know not hoi 
it happens,, but methinks there feems a fetal bliadneis t 
overfprcad our corporeal eyes, as well as our intellednal 
and I heartily wifh, I may be found a falfe prophet. Fo 
ciicfc are not bare fufpicions, but manifell demonilratioB! 

Therefore, away with thefe Popijh Jacobites ^ and idc 
ktrous gewgaws. And I heartily wifh a law were cnafle 
under fevere penalties again^ drinking punch at all ; ft 
nothing is eafier, than to prove it a difaffe^ed liquor: th 
chief ingredients, which are brandy^ oranges t and lemam 
are aH fent us from Popijlj countries ; and nothing remaic 
of Proteflant giowth but ftigar and nvater. For as to bil 
cuit, which formerly was held a neceffary kigredient, an 
is truly Britifh, we find it is entirely reje^ed. 

But I will put the truth of my aflertion paft all doubt : 
mean, that this liquor is by one important innovano 
grown of ill example, and dangerous confequence to th 
public. It is well known, that by the true original inlii 
tution of miking punch left us by CaptaiQ Ratcliff, the (harj 
nefs is only occafioned by the juice of lemons ; and fo cot 
tinued until after the happy revolution. Oranges^ alas 
are a mere innovation, and in a manner but of yejleria^ 
It was the politics of Jacobites to introduce them gradua 
ly ; and to what intent ? the' thing fpeaks itfelf. It WJ 
' cunningly to (hew their virulence againft his Sacred Majefl 
King William of ever glorious and imviortal memory. Bi 
ef late (to fhew how fail diiloyalty increafeth) they canr 
from one to two, and then to three oranges ; nay at pr< 
fcnt wc often find punch made all with oranges^ and n( 
cao ilnglc lemon. For t\\e jfacobitcs, \>^fe\^ ^he death < 
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lortal prince, had by a fuperftition formed a pri- 
yer, that as they fqueezed the orange^ fo might 
It eft ant King be fqueezed to deatli ; according t« 
yti for eery defcribed by Viigil; 

// ut hie durefeity et hae ut cera liquefeit, &c. 

s the Romans, when they facrificed an sx, ufed this 
prayer: As I knoek donun this ox, fo may ft thou ^ O 
! knock do^n our enemies. In like manner, after 
illiam's death, whenever a Jaeohite fqueezed an 
be bad a mental curfe upon iheg/orious memory, ^nd 

wifli for power to fqueeze all his Majefty*s friends 
I, as he fqueezed that orange, which bore one of 
!, as he was Prince of Orange. This I do alHrm 
1, many of that fadlion having confefTed it to me 
I oath of fecrecy^ which however I thought it my 
: to keep, when I faw my dear country in danger. 
It better can be expe<$\ed from an impious fet of 
10 never fcrupls to drink confusion to all true 
nts under the name of Whig ? A mod unchrifUan 
Liman pra(ftice ; 'which, to our great honour and 

nvas never charged upon us, even by our tnoft ma- 
^et razors, 

fign of two angels hovering in the air, and with 
ht hands fupporting a crown, is met with in fcve- 
of this city; and hath often given me great offence : 
!llier by the unflcilfulnefs or dangerous principles 
linters, (although I have good reafon to fufpedl the 
hofe angels are ufually drawn with fuch horrid, or 
ather diabolical countenances, that they give great 
CO every loyal eye, and equal caufe of triumph to 
obites^ being a mofl infamous reflexion upon oar 

excellent miniftry. 

return to that great enormity of city-tr/Vj; mofl 
1 we have borrowed from London. I (hall con- 
ra only in a political view, as they nearly affeft 
e and fafety of both kingdoms ; and having been 
y contrived by wicked Machiavelsto bring in Pope* 
*ry, and arbitrary power by defeating the Prote^ 
:ccfIion, and introducing the pretender, ought in 
) be hQTQ Jaid open to the woild. 
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j • 10 make the iwearing to thole princes odious ia 

J the people. To this end, they hired certair 

ill fame, but loud (hrill toiccs, under pretenc 
iiih, to go through the ftrects with fieves on 
and cry, Buy my fouly buy 7ny foul ; plainly 
that all thofe who fwore to King William, wei 
to fell their fouls for an employment. This 
vivcd at the death of Queen Aiine, and, I hea 
linues in London with much offence to all true i 
but to our great happinefs fcems to be almofl d 
blin. 

But becaufc I altogether contemn the dif| 
rcfentment of high-fliers^ Tories ^ and Jacohli 
iook upon to be nuorfe even than profeffed P, 
here declare, that thofe evils which 1 am goin^ 
were all brought in upon us in the ivorfl oftlm 
)atc Earl of Oxford's adminiftration, during 
years of Queen Anne's reign. That ivlrked i 
nmverfally kna^n to be a Paplft In his heart, 
cfa fuojl avarltlous nature ^ and Is f aid to havi 
Jour ffillllons Sterling, hejides his vaji expenfe 
jlatuest platey je^'cisy and other coftly rarities 
of a viean ohfcure blrthy from the very dregs oj 
and fo Illiterate^ that he could hardly read a ^ 
council-table^ I forbear to touch 07i hit nhen. t. 
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:h a maiincr as would bed anfwer his ends. And 
eas it was upon good grounds grievoudy fufpe^cd, 
all /f/aces at court were fold to the bighcil bidder ; 
n women were employed by his enaiflaries to carry y^/-? 
(kets on their heads, and bawl thfough the flreets, Buj 
'cjh places, I muft indeed own that other women u- 
le fame cry, who were innocent of tjiis wicked dcfign, 
eaily fold fifh of that denomination to get an honefl 
aood ; but the refl, who were in the fecret, although 
:arried^7 in their fieves or bafkcts tofavc appearances, 
ley had likewife a certain (ign, forocwbat refcntbling 
af die free inafom, which the pui chafers of places 

well cnougli, and were directed by the womeD, wbi- 
chcy were to relbrt and make their parchafe* And 
lember very well how oddly k looked, wheo we ob- 
limoy gemlemen finely drefled about the court-end of 
9WO, and as far as York- buildings, where the Lord 
forcr Oxford dwelt, calling the women who cried. Buy 
rejh places^ and talking to them m the comer of a 
:, nndl they underflood each other's fign. But we 
: could obferre, that any fiih was bought. 
me years before the cries lad mentioned, the Duke 
ivoy was reported to have made certain overtures to 
xmrt of England for admitting his eldeft ion by the 
left of Orleans's daughter to fucceed to the crown, as 

hdr, upon the preteiider^ being rejeded ; and that 
ras immediately to turn Protefiant, It was confident- 
ported, that great numbers of people dtlafieAed to the 
lUiiftrious, but now Rcyal houfe of Hanover, were 
lofe roeafurcs. Whereupon another let of women 
: hired by ^^jMcobste leaders to cty through the whole 
I, Buy Mff favoys, dainty (avoys, curious lavoys. But 
mot diredlly charge the late Earl of Oxford uidi this 
Piracy t becaule he was not tlien chief minifter. How- 
, this wicked cry (till continues in London, and was 
ght over hither, wiicrc it remains to this day ; and is, 
y humble opinion, a very offenfivc found to every true 
fijlaut^ who is old enoo^ to remember thofe danger' 
umes. 

»uring the miniftry of that corntpt and Jacobite Earl a- 
; mjcntioned, the fecrct pernicious defig^ ot \ivK& vft. 
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power was to fell Flanders to France : the confeqacnce dl 
which mull have been the infallible ruin of the Sutd-Ge? 
ncral, and would have opened the way for France took 
tain that univerfal monarchy they have fo long aimed li 
to which the Britifli dominions muft next after HoBiil 
have been compelled to fubmit, whereby the Proteftantll 
ligion would be rooted out of the world. ^ 

A dcfign of this vaft importance, after long confuluM 
among the Jacobite grandees with the Earl of Oxfoidi 
their head, was at laft determined to be carried on byd 
fame method with the former : it was therefore again i 
in praiflice ; but the condudl of it was chiefly left to dmi 
men, whofe voices were louder and Wronger than thole i 
the other fex : and upon this occafion was firft inlHtuted 
London that famous cry of flounders. But the die 
were particularly direfted to pronounce the word fauadii 
and not flounden. For the country which we now I 
corruption call Flanders, is in its true orthography fp 
FlaunderSt as may be obvious to all who read old En^ 
books. I fay, from hence begun thai thwaderinga 
which hath ever Cnce dunned the ears-of afl London, IM 
fo many children fall into fits, and women mifcarry; Co. 
luy 77iy freJJy flaunders, curious flaunders, charming flai 
dcrs, alive\ alivcy ho ; which laft words can with no p 
priety of fpeech be applied to fifli manifeftly dead, (a 
obferved before in herrings 2iX\d fahnon), but very jd 
to ten provinces containing many millions of living Ch 

Jiians, But the application is ftill clofer, when we ca 
der that all the people were to be taken like fjhes ii 
net ; and by afliflance of the Pope^ who fets up to be ' 
univerfal fi/her of wen, the whole innocent nation was, 
cording to our common expreflion, to be laid as flat a 

founder, 

I remember myfelf a particular crier of flounders 
London, who arrived at fo much fame for the loudnefs 
his voice, as to have the honour of being mentioned i 

, on. that account in a comedy. He hath diflurbed me r 
ny a morning, before he came within fifty doors of 
lodging : and although I were not in thofe days fo fl 
apprifed of the defigns which our common enemy 1 
tbt-D in agitatiQB, yet, I know not how, by a fccret i 
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Ife, young as I was, I could not forbear conceiving a 
ong diflike againft the fellow ; and often faid to myfelfi* 
w cry fsems to he forged in the ]t^xx\xs fcho0l : alas, poor 
igland ! I atn grievoujly miflaken, if there be n^t fome 
pilh plot at the bottom, I communicated my thoughts 
an intimate friend, who reproached me with being tuo 
ionary in my fpeculations : but it proved afterwards. 
It I conjectured right. And 1 have (ince rcfle<5led; that 
the wicked fadion could have procured only a thoufand 
:q of as (Irong lungs as the fellow 1 mentioned, none can 
1 how terrible the confequences might have been, not 
ly to thefe two kingdoms, but over all Europe, by felling 
inders to France. And yet thefe cries continue unpu- 
bed both in London and Dublin ; although, I confcfs, 
t with equal vehemency or loudnefs ; becaufe the reafon 

contriving this defperate plot is, to our great felicity, 
oily ceafed. 

It is well known, that the majority of the BritiHi houfe 
Commons in the la(l years of Queen Anne's reign were 
their hearts dire^Iy oppofite to the Earl of Oxford's 
Tiicious meafures ; which put him under the neceility of 
bing them with falaries. Whereupon he had again re- 
irfe to his old politics. And accordingly his emiffa- 
s were very bufy in employing certain artful women, of 

good life and converfation, (as it was proved before 
lice * Peyton), to cry that vegetable commonly called 
^p'j through the town. Thefe women differ from the 
nmon criers of that herb by fome private mark, which 
Muld never learn ; but the matter was notorious e- 
jgh, and fufHciently talked of; and about the fame 
•iod was the cry o£ fellery brought over into this king- 
01 But (ince there, is not at this prefcnt the leail occa- 
a to fufpedl the loyalty of our criers upon that article, 
im content that it may dill be tolerated 
I (hall mention but one cry more, which hath any re- 
rence to politics *, but is indeed of all others the mod 
folent, as well as treafooahle, under our prefcnt happy 
iabliihment ; I mean that of turf tups ; not of iuru'fps^ 
cording to the bed orthography, but abfoiutely iurmipt, 

* A famous Whig juiUce in tboTe times. 
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Although the cry be of an older date than foroe of the 
preceding enormities, for it began foon after the rerflto* 
tion ; yet was it never known to arrive at fo great i 
height, as during the Earl of Oxford's power. Sodil 
people (wh()m I take to be private enemies) are indeed « 
ready as myfcif to profefe their difapprobation of thb ay, 
on pretence, that it began by tlie contrivance of ccrtai 
old procureffcs, who kept houfes of ill fame, where lend 
women met to disw young men into vice. And this ihej 
pretend to prove by fome words in the cry ; becaufe, afte 
the crier had bawled out, TurnupSt ko. Buy viy dainty tun 
u/'jy he would fometimes add the two following verfis. 

Turn up the vi'iflrefs^ and turn up the maid^ 
Ami turn up the daughter^ and he not afraid. 

This, fay fome political fophifts, plainly (hews, tha 
there can be nothing farther meant in fo infamous a cr] 
than an invitation to lev/dnefs; which indeed ought to h 
fevercly piinilhed In all well-regulated governments ; y< 
cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime of ftate. Bat 
hope we arc not fo weak and blind to be deluded at th 
lime of diiy with fuch poor cvafions. I conld, if it we 
proper, dcmonf Irate the veiy time when thofe two verf 
were compofed, and name the author, who was no othi 
than the famous Mr Swan fb well known for hb talent 
quibbling, apd was as virulent a Jacobite as any in Enj 
land. Neither could he deny the faft, when he wastaJ 
ed for it in my prefcnce, by Sir Henry T>utton-Colt, ai 
l^lolonct Davenport, at the Smyrna cofFeehoufe, on tl 
loth o^ June 1701. Thus, it appears to a dcmonflr 
tion, that thofe vcrfes were only a blind to conceal ri 
mofl dangerous defigns of the party ; who, from the fu 
years after the happy revolution, ufed a cant way of tall 
day in their clubs, after this manner : Wc hope to fee t 
cards Jl?uj}led once morCy and another King turn i 
triifnph : and, Whenjhall nve meet over a dljh o/tvksvt 
The fame term of art was ufed in their plots againftti 
government, and in their treafonabie letters wiitten inc 
phcrs, and decypliered by the famous Dr Wilics, as y< 
may read in the trials of thofe times. This I thou;;ht 
to fet fortii at large, atid in fo clear a light ; becaule tl 

Scot'. 
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otdi and French authors have given a very different ac- 
unt of the -word turwup ; but whether out pf igno- 
Dce or partiality, I (hall not decree ;4)ecaufe, I am i'urc, 
t reader b convinced by my difcovcry. It is to be ob- 
Ted, that this cry was fung in a particular manner by 
Hows IB dtfguife to give notice, where thofe traitors were 
meet in order to concert their vilknous defigns. 
I have no more to add upon this article, than an hum- 
; propofal, diat thole who cry this root at prefent in our 
eets of Dublin may be compelled by the juftices of the 
ace to pronounce fun/if, and not turjti^ ; for, I am a- 
lid, wc have flili too many fnakes in our bofom, and it 
mid be well if their cellars were fometiraes fearchcd, when 
e owners ieaft expedt it; for I am not out of fear, that 
M anguis in b^rba. 

Thus wc are zealous in matters of fmall mofnent, while 
) neglect thoi^ of the highefl importance. I have already 
ide it mantfeft, that all thefe cries were contrived in the 
^rjl ef times ^ under the miniftry of that defperate (latcf- 
in Robert late Earl of Oxford ; and for that very reafon 
igbt to be reje^ed with horror, as begun in the reign of 
tcobitest and may well be numbered among the rags of 
tfety zod'trea/on ; or, if it be thought proper that thefe 
[ks muft continue, furely they ought to be only truflcd 
I the hands of true Proteftants, who have given fecurity 
t.the government. 
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A Letter from a member of the houfe 
Commons in Ireland, to a member of t 
hoLife of Commons in England, conccrmi 
ihe Sacramental Test. 



Written in the y«ur 1708*. 



I Received your letter, wherein you tell me of 
ftrange reprefentations made ef us on your fide of 
water. The inflance you are pleafed to mentioo u t 
of the Presfyterian fmjjionary^ who, according to y 

phn 

* In the 2d volume of Dr Swift*s and Mr Pope's milceflan 
1 tbund the following treatife, which had been printed in I 
don, with fomc other of the Dean's works, many years bet 
but at firft came out by itfelf in the year 1708, as thc< 
Ihcws : and it was at a jundture, when the Diiienters were 
dcavouring to repeal the facramental teft, as, by common fi 
and feme pamphlets publiftied to the fame purpofe, they fcem t 
row again attempting, with great hope of fuccefs. 1 have th 
fore taken the liberty to make an extrafl out of that difcoi 
omitting only Tome paiTages, which relate to certain perfons, 
ire of no conff<iuenrc to the argument. But the author's 
of reafoning fecms at prefent to have more weight than it ha 
thofe times when the difcourfc firft appeared. — —-The aat 
in this letter, pcrfonates a member of parliament here, to a a 

bcr of parliameat in England. The Speaker mentione 

this letter, was Allen Broderick, afterwards Chancellor and 1 
JvUddlcton; and the Prelate was DrLindfay, afterwards Priir 
Duh. edit. 1735. 

Tills tra*^ was reprintesdin Ireland in 1735, when*he attc 
to repeal the facramental teft was revived. There was an e> 
natory advfrtifement prcfi:<ed, which is faid by Lord Orrery 
have been dicilaicd, or ftriclly revifed, by the Dean himfelf : 
there are inaccuradesin it, which may well be thought fufSc 
to deftroy its authenticity: that which in the firft paragrap 
•olJcd the folloiL'iriz trcatifs is afterwards faid to be an exira^ 

dffiCi 
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hrafe, hath been lately perfecuted at Drogheda for his 
sligioD : bat it is eafy ta obfeiTC, how mighty induftri- 
Qs fbmc people have been for three or four years part, to 
and about {biies of the hardfhips, the merits, the num- 
er, and the power of the Preshyterians in Ireland, to 
life formidable ideas of the dangers of Pcpery there, and 
1 tranfmit all for England, improved by great additions, 
nd with fpedal care to have them inferted with comments 
I thofe infamous weekly papers that infeflr your coffee - 
oufcs. So, when the claufe enacting a fax:ramental icfi 
•as put in execution, it was given out in England, that 
alf the juftices of peace through this kingdom had laid' 
own their coramiffions : whereas, upon examination, the 
'hole number was found to amount only to a dozen or 
lirteen, and thofe generally of the loweil rate in fortune 
id undcrflanding, and fome of them fuperannuated. So, 
hen the Earl of Pembroke was in Ireland, and the parlia- 
lent fitting, a formal ftory was very gravely carried to 
is Excellency by fome zealous members, of a prieft ncA- 
\ arrived fi-om abroad to the north-v/efl parts of Ireland, 
iho had publicly preached to his people to fall a-murthcr- 
}% the Protefbmts ; which, though invented to fcrvc an 
ad they were then upon, and. are flill driving at, was" 
refenxly handed over, and printed with (hrewd remaiks 
y your worthy fcribblers. In like manner the account of 
ui perfon who was lately expelled -our univeiflty fof re- 
c^ng on the memory of King William ; what a duft it 
aifedy and how foully it was related, is frefli cnorgii in 

^S^bwrfe, and it is irnmcdiately added, that this extra ff is tiie 
thole, except fome pafliges of no confequence : thcfe are include J 
rilMa crotchets. Hawkef, 

Swift held the Diflenters in the ntmoft degree of ridicule z:\\ 
fcteftdtion. He had anopennefsin hisdifpofition, and a frank- 
uefcin his conduct, that bore an abhorrence to all kind of re- 

ferve. To fuch a difix)fition it is impofiible that the gravity 

)f Konconformifts could be agreeable. The diilike was mutual 
« both fides. Dr Swift hated all fanatics : all fanatics hated Dr 
Wft. This piece is particularly written againft repealing ike 
Ifjiad: and whoever confiders himfelf i. lated to the kingdom of 
lrela.nJ, will find in it fome arguments of weight and confideration, 
IB cafe any luch repeal fliould ever be attempted there. Otmy. 
17 2 xassiw^. 
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memory. Nt^ither would people be convinced till the ud' 
veriity was at the pains of publilhing a Laitiir paper to jull 
fy fhemfclvcs. And, to mention no more, this iloryof tl 
ferfccution ut Droghcda, how it hath been (pread and a 
gravatcd, what confcquenccs have been drawn from 
iind what reproaches fixed on tbofe who have lead defi 
ved tfficm, . we are ahready informed. Now, if the end 
all this proceeding were a fecrct and mydcry, I ihoukl n 
pretend to give it an interpreution ; but fufheient care ha 
Ixjcn taken to explain ity firfl^ by addreffes artificially 
not illegally) procured, to (hew the miierable (late of t 
Diff'enteri in Ireland by reafon of the facr omental U 
and to dciire the Queen's inteKefHon that it might be i 
pealed. Then^ it is manifeft, that our Speaker *,'wli 
he was \d\ year in England^ folicited in perfon feve 
members of both houfes to have it repealed by an afl thei 
tbougli it be a matter purely national, that caanot poffil 
intciferc with the trade and intereft of England ; aadthofl 
he himfclf appeared formerly the moft zealous of all ni 
againfl the injuftice of binding a nation by laws to vbi 
ihe^' dp np; ^gnfqqt, Ann» iajtly, tbofe weekly ilbelk 
Whenever they get a tale by the end relating to Irdai 
without once troubling their thoughts about thc^truth, 
ways end it with an application againd xh^ facramental h 
«md the abfolute neceflity there is of repealing it in bi 
kingdoms. 1 know it may be reckoned a weaknefs to: 
any thing of fucli tiiflcs as arc below a ferions man's i 
tice ; mu4-h lefe would I difparage the undcrftanding of 
ny party, to tliink they would chufe the vilefl and moft 
norant among mankind, to employ them for the aflertors 
a caufe. I fhall only fay, that the (candalous liberty ih 
wretches take, would hardly be allowed, if it Were i 
mingled with opinions ^^xfome men would be glad to J 
\iMKe, Befider, hov/ infipid foever thofe papers are, tl 
/eem lo be levelled to the underdandiogs of a great nunib< 
tlv.y are p/own a necefTary part in cofFechoufe-furnin: 
and fume time or other may happen to be read by cuito 
cTs of ail ranks for curiodty aad amufement, becaufc d 

• Mr Allen BroJcrkk, afterwards Chancellor of IrelanJ, i 
iard .'^Jiddivtou. 
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Ke always in the way. One of thefe authors (the fellow 
ihai was pHloried^ I have forgot his name *) is indeed fo 
grave, fententious, dogmatical a rogue, tliat t^iere is no 
enduring him ; the Obfirvaior f is much the brifker of ihe 
two, and I thmk farther gone of late in lies r.nd impu- 
dence than his Presbyterian brother, [The reafon why I 
Mention him is to have an occafion of letting you know, 
chat you have not dealt fo gallantly with us, as we did with 
rou in a parallel cafe : Laft year a paper was brought here 
Trom England, called A dialogue betnjjecf: ike Archbijhop 
yf Canterbury and Mr Higgins, which we ordered to be 
avmt by the common hangman, as it well deferved, though 
l»e have no more to do with his Grace of Canterbury j:, 
Ukaxk you have with the Archbifhop cf Dublin; nor can 
iron love and reverence your prelate more than wc do ours^ 
Brhom you tamely fuffer to be abufed openly, and by name, 
by that paltry rafcal of an Ohfervator ; and lately upon an 
ftffair wherein he had no concern ; I mean the bufinefs of 
the mijponary of Drogheda,. wherein oar excellent />;v- 
Wiatt was engaged, and did nothing but according to lav/ 
aad difcretion. But bccaufe the Lord Archbifliop of Du- 
UId II hath been upon fcveral occafions, of late years, mif- 
leprefented in England, I would v/illlnfjy fct you right in 
Ims chara^cr. i'^or his great fdfferings and eminent fcrvi- 
€cs, he wa^ by the late King promoted to the fee of Den y . 
About the fame tinae he wrote a book to judify the revo- 
htion, wherein was an p.cccunt of King Jiunes's proceed- 
ing? in Ireland ; and the late Archbilhop Tillotfon rccom- 
neoded it to the King as the mofl ferviceablc ircatife thai 

• The fcltow that wa? rifloried, was Danid Dt'r.z, wFicf? 
Rtme Swift well knew and rimcmi^trcil ; but the circumltancc of 
tlie pillory war to be introduced ; arrd the mar.ntr o: introdccin*^ 
it, fhcvs grcAt art in the riccft toii.aes of utire, and carrie* all 
fbe marks of ridicule, ind!i,;nation, end coiitcir.pt. Tr.e ftoffs* 
MUfarcafmsof Swift, like the bi:c cf ther.Jtt^e ln.u:e, diillrRiiilh 
themfelvea move vtnoinoviily du;*;;erojs, than ii*e wounds of a 
common ferpcn r . Cf uiy. 

He wa« pilloried for a tviic% Cii'.Icd, T'i^j1'orfKfl't3tni'jitht}.c 
I>^etiters. 

t Mr John Tutchrn: f Dr Tli^iraj Tci^bn. 

i Di William liin^. 
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could have beenpublifhed at fucli a juncture. And is 
Grace fct out upon thofe principles, he has proceeded ( 
ver fince, as a loyal rubje(5t to the Queen,, entirely for 
fuccelHon in the Protedant line, and for ever excludmg 
frcteridsr ; and though a firm friend to the church, 
with indulgence towards DifTenters, as appears from 
condud at Derry, where he was fettled for many year 
niong the moft virulent of the fed, yet upon his rem 
to Dublin they parted from him with tears in their e 
;\nd univerfal acknowledgments of his wifdom. and g( 
ncfs. For the reft, it muft be owned, he does not 1 
Jumfelf by entering deep into any party, but rather fp 
his time in a(5ts of hofpitality and charity, in buildio 
churches, repairing, his palace, in introducing and pn 
ring the worthieft perfons he can find,, without othci 
gards ; in fhort, in the prafHce .of all virtues, that cat 
come a public or private life. This and more, if poll 
is due to fo excellent a perfon, who may be juftly red 
ed among the greateft and mofl learned prelates of this 
however his charaftermay be defiled by fnch mean and 
ty hands as thofe. of the Obfervatoty or fuch as em 
him^] 

I now come to anfwer the other part of your letter, 
fliall give you my opinion freely about repealing, the 
cramenial teft ; only whereas you defire my tliou 
^ a friend, and not as I am a member of parliamei 
mud; afTure you they are exaflly the fame in. both ca 
lies.. 

1 muft begin by telling you, we are generally furp 
at your wonderful kindnefs to us on. this occaJion> ir 
ing fo very induftrious to teacli us to fee ourinterefts 
point where we are fo unable to fee it ourfelves. 
hath given us fome fufpicion ; and though, in my own 
ticular I am hugely bent to believe, that whenever 
concern yourfelves in our affairs, it is certainly fot 
good, yet I have the misfortune to be ibmetlring fingul 
this belief, and therefore I never attempt to juftify it, 
content myfelf to pofTefs my own opinion in private, 
fear of encountering men of more wit or wordi than I 
to /pare. 



SACRAMENTAL TEST. 239. 

We at this didance^ who fee nothing of the fpring of 
ftions, are forced by mere conjeflure to aflign two reafons 
»r your defiring us to repeal the facramefital teft ; one 
» becaufe jrou are faid to imagine it will be a (lep towards 
te X^goodfuiork hi England. The other more immedi- 
Cf that it will open a way for xcw2Lvd^ngfeveralperfonsy 
ho have well deferved upon a great occajion, but who 
'« DOW unqualified through that impediment. 

I do not frequently quote poets, efpecially EngHfh-: but- 
remember there is in. fome of Mr Cowley's love-verfes a 
rain, that I thought extraordinary at fifteen, and have 
Ken fmce imagined it to be fpoken by Ireland, 

Forbid it^ heaven, viy life Jhould he. 
Weighed nuith her leaji conveniency . 

Ita (Eort, whatever advantage you propofe to yourfeJres 
jT repealing the facrameiitai teft, fpeak it out plainly, it 
\ the bed argument you can ufe, for we value your inter- 
S much, more than our. own ; if your little finger be fore, 
od you think a poultice made of our vitals will give it a- 
y eafe, (peak the word, and. it fhall be done : the inter- 
ftof our whole kingdom is at any time ready to ftrike to 
bat of your ^ooxcSk Jijhing'tenufis ; it is hard you will not 
ccept.our fcrvices, uolefs we believe at the fame time^ that 
ou are only confulting our profit, and giving us marks of 
our love. If there be a fire at fome diltance, and I ini- 
Mdiately blow up my houfe before there be occafion, bc- 
aafe you ate a man of quality, and apprehend fome dan- 
*^to a corner of your Jl able ; yet why fliould you re- 
luire me to attend next morning at your levee, with my 
Himble thanks for the favour you have done me ? 
. If we might be allowed to judge for ourfelves, we had 
ibandance of benefit hy \\it facramental tejiy and forefee 
I number of mifchicfs would be the confequence of repeal* 
ng it ; and we ^.onceive the obJQ<5tions made againfl it by 
ihe Dijfenters are of no manner of force. They tell ns of 
sieir merits in il.c late war in Ireland, and how chearfuUy 
:hey engaged for the fafety of the :rat! .n ; that if they had 
ihou^ht they nud been lighting oiiiy other people's quarrels^ 
perhaps it might have cooled their zeal •, au4 xVwX ^^^ ^^^ 




Ixcn the three fi>bje<5ts of the quarrel ; and 
iliofc been amply fecured to them ? had they a:t 
viental rcfervaticn {ox pwtier and employments 
ti'.ei'e two articles be added henceforward in < 
quarrels ? It is grown a mighty conceit among 
to melt down the phrafe of a church ejlablijt 
into that c f the relig}cn of the fJiagtffrafe ; o\ 
pcllation it is ealier to find the reafon than the J 
the raagiflrate they mean the prince, [the c: 
cluiles a falfehood ; for when King James wasj 
cilabliilied church was the fame it is now. If 
word they meaR the Icgiflature, we dofire no 
that as it will, we of this kingdom beh'eve th 
Ireland to be the national ch'jrch, and the on 
bllflied by law, and arc willing by the fame h 
t deration to Diflenters ; but if once we repeal 
wentai teji^ and grant a tolcratroii, cr fufpend 
tion of the penal laws, I do not fee how wc 
to have any edablifhed church remaining ; or i 
'/I- there will not be as many elhbliflicd churchea, 

fn5ls of Diflenters. No, fay they, yours will 
national church, bccaufc your biihops and ckrg 
taincd by the public : but il.afy 1 fuppofc, w 
long duration, and it would be ?cry unjufl it ( 
caufe, to fneak in Tindai's nbrafe. it is not tea 
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mlJ any wan^ upon account cf opitikns he cannot help, 
t deprived the opportunity offerving'his ^leen and coun- 
7 / their zeal is commendable, and when employments 
) a-begging for want of hands, they (liall be furc to have 
e rcfulal, only upon condition they will not pretend to 
em upon maxims which equally include Atheijlsy Turks ^ 
ytvj, Ififide/sy and heretics ; or, which is flill more dan- 
rous, even Papifti themfclves : the former you allow, 
e other you deny ; becaufe thefe bfl own a foreign power, 
d therefore muft be fhut out. But there is no great 
eight in this ; for their religion can fult with free flates, 
ith limited or abfblute monarchies, as well as a better ; 
id the Pope's power in France is but a fhadow ; fo that 
ion this foot there need be no great danger to the confli- 
ition by admitting Papifis to employments, I will help 
ou to enough of them who fha]} be as ready to allow the 
^9pe here as little power as you plcafe ; and the bare opi- 
on of his being vicar of Chrift is but a fpcculatrce pointy 
tr which no man it feems ought to be deprived the capaci- 
r of {crving his country. 

But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the great ob}e£lion we 
ave agaiijlt repealing this fame facravicJital tcft. It is, 
lat we are verily perfuaded, the confcqucnce will be an 
ntirc alteration of religion among us in no great compafs 
f years. And piay» obferve how we reafon here in Ire- 
ind upon this matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern parts to be a brave 
odaftrious people, extremely devoted to their religion, 
iod full of an undifiurhed affeftion towards each other. 
Kombcrs of that noble nation, invited by the fertilities of 
the foil, are glad to excliange their barren hills of Locha- 
bcr by a voyage of three hours, for our fruitful vales of 
Doun and Antrim, fo prododlive of that grain^ which at 
Ettle trouble and lefs expenfe finds diet and lodging for 
ihcnifclvcs and their cattle. Thefe people, by their ex- 
treme parfimony, wonderful dexterity in dcalingy and firm 
adhtrcnce to one another, foon grow into weahh from the 
haibft beginnings, never are rooted out where they once 
fix, and increafe daily by new fupplics: bcfides, when they 
arc the fuperior number in any traft of ground, they are 
•Ot over patient of Mixtures but fuch whom they cannot 

animultttCv 
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cJ;i7fiuLite, foon find it their intereft to remove. I have done 
ail in my power on fome land of my own to prefene 
two or three Englifli fellows in their nefghbourhocd, brt 
found it impofliblc, though one of them thought he had 
i'utficienily made his court by turning prefbytei ian. Add 
10 all this, that they bring along with them from Scotland 
a mod formidable notion of our church, which they look 
upon at leaft three degrees worfe than Popery : and it u 
natural it Ihould be fo, fince they come over full fraughl 
with that fpirit which taught ahem to abolifh Epifcopacyat 
home. 

Then we proceed farther, and obfcrTC, that the gentle- 
men of employments here make a very confiderable num- 
ber in the houfe of Commons, and have no ether mffrit^ 
but that of doing ihcir duty in their feveral llationsj | 
therefore, when the teft is repealed, it will be highly rci- j 
fonable they (hould give place to thofe who have roudi 
greater fervices to plead. The commiffions of the revenue ! 
are foon difpofed of, and the colle(i>ors and other oiEccif ; 
throughout the kingdom are generally appointed by the 
commiflioners, which gives them a mighty influence in cvc- , 
ry county. As much may be faid of the great offices ia ' 
the law ; and when this door is open to let Dificnters inta 
the commiiHons of the peace, to make them high fheriffs, 
mayors of corporations, and officers of the army and mi- 
litia, I do not fee how it can be othcrwife, confidering their 
induftry and our fupinenefs, but that they may, in a very 
few years, grow to a majority in the houfe of Commons, 
and confequently make themfelvcs the national religioo, 
and have a fair pretence to demand the revenues of the 
church for their teachers. I know it will be objcfted, 
that if all this fhould happen as I defcribe, yet the Prefby- 
terian religion could never be made the national by aft of 
parliament, becaufe our bi/hops are fo great in number in 
the houfe of Lords ; and without a majority there, the 
church could not be abolifhed. But I have tnuo very good 
expedients for that, which I (liall leave you to guefs, and 
1 dare fwcar our Speaker here lias often thought on, tfpe- 
cially having endeavoured at one of them fo lately. To 
convince you, that this defign is not fo foreign from fome 
people'^ tkoughts, I mull let you know, that an honeft. 
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H'lvether * of our houfe (you have him now in Eng- 
id, I wiih you could keep him there) had the impudence, 
nc years ago, in parJiament-iimc, to fhake my Lord 
hop of Kilaloo f by his lawn-fleeve, and tell him, in a 
reatening manner, that he hoped to live to fee the day^ 
\en there Jhould not be one of his order in the king- 

Thcfe laft lines perhaps you think a digreflion ; there- 
•c to return, I have told you the confequences we fully 
:kon upon from repealing the facrainenial tefi^ which 
hough the greateft number of fnch as are for doing it, 
5 actually in no manner of pain about it, and many of 
em care not three pence whether there be any churchy or 
' ; yet becaufe they pretend to argue from confcience as 
sll as policy and intereft, I thought it proper to underfland 
d anfwer them accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in anfwer to your queftion, whether if any 
tempt fhould be made here for repealing ^^facr anient al 
% it would be likely to fucceed ? the number of pro- 
fled DiiFenters in this parliament was, as I remember, 
mething under a dozen, and I cannot call to mind above 
tiny others who were expelled to fall in with them. 
lus is certain, that the Prefbyterian party having with 
reat induflry mu(tered up their forces, did endeavour one 
ly, apoo occafion of a hint in my Lord Pembroke's % 
leech, to introduce a debate about repealing the tefi^ 
Ivufey when there appeared at leaft four to one odds a- 
|unft them ; and the ablefl of thofe who were reckoned 
he moft ftanch and thorough paced Whigs upon all other 
Kcafions, fell off with an abhorrence at the firft mention 
rf this. 

\ mud deHre you to take notice, that the terms of Whig 
bid Toty do not properly exprefs the different interefts in 
■w parliament. [I remember, when I was laft in Eng- 
tod, 1 told the King, that the highcft Tories we had with 
tt would make tolerable Whigs there : this was certainly 
ng|it| and IHU in the general continues fo, unlefs you have 

• Siippofed to be Mr Rroderick. 

t Dr Lindfay, afterwards Lord Primate. 

tTben Lord Lieutenant oi IrcUid. 
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(ince adniictcd new chara^eridics, wlikh did not cone 
within our definition. J AVboevcr bears a true venenrdoi 
£ar the glorious memory of Kni^ William, as onr grea 
dclirerer from Popery and flavcry ; whoever is firmly loy 
ad to our prefent Queen with an utter abhorrence and di 
teftation of the pretender ; whoever approves the-fuoce 
fion to the crown in the houfe of Planover, and is for pt 
fcrving the dodrine and difcipline of the church of £n 
land, with an indulgence (ot fcrapulous confciences; & 
a man we think a<& upon right principles, and may 
jiiiUy allowed a Whig : and I believe there are not : 
jnembers in our houfe of Commons, who may not fai^ 
come under this defcription. So that the parties amc 
lis are made up on one fide of moderate IVhigs^ and on i 
other of Presbyterians and their abettors^ by which 1 
I mean fuch who can equally go to a church or conventh 
or fuch who are indifTerent to all religion in general ; 
luflly, fuch who affedt to bear a perfbnal rancour towai 
the clergy : thefe lad are a fet of men not of our o 
growth, their principles at leaft have been impwtti 
late years ; yet this whole party put together will fear 
I am con^dcnr, amount to above fift^ men in parKanic 
which can hardly be worked pp into a ms^erity of th 
.hundred. 

As to the houfe of I-<ord8, the difficulty there is o 
•ceived at lead as great as in o»rs. So many of our tc 
poral peers live in England, that the bifhops arc gencn 
pretty near a par of the houfe, and we reckon they > 
be all to a man againd repealing the toft ; and yet tl; 
l^ordfliips arc generally thought as good Whigs upon i 
principles as any in the kingdom. There are indeed a i 
Jay-lords, who appear no have no great devotion 
Epifcopacy ; and perhaps cnc or two more, with wh 
.certain po^wr/ul ruQiives might be ufed for removing J 
illHiculty whatfccver : but thefe are, in no fort, a num 
to carry any point againd a conjun«rtion of the red and 
whole bench of bifhops. 

Bcfidcs, the whole body of our clergy is utterly agal 
.rep-.^aling the /f/?, though they are entirely devoted to I 
Majefry, and hardlf one in an hundred, who are not v« 
goo J Wbigi ui our acceptation -of the word. And I m 
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* yoo know, that we of Ireland are not yet come up to 
^ folks refinements^ for we generally love and efteem 
ir clergy, and think they deferve it; nay, we are apt to 
^fiffle weight upon their opinion, and would not willing- 
difoblige them, at leaft, unlefs it were upon fome great- 
point of intereft than this. And their judgment in the 
dient affair is the more to be regarded, becaufe they are 
e Jaft perfons who will be affeded by it : this makes us 
ok them impartial, and that their concern is only for re- 
ba and the intereft of the kingdom. Becaufe the aft 
ich repeals the teft^ will only qualify a Iay??mn for an 
filoyment, but not a Preshyterian qk Anahaptijl preach - 
for a church-living. Now, \ muft take leave to inform 
I, that Several members of ourboufe, and myfelf among 
reft, knowing fome time ago what was upon the anvil, 
It to all the clergy we knew of any didinftion, and de- 
i their judgment in the matter ; wherein we found a 
1 wonderful agreement, there being but one divine that 
ooald hear of in the whole kingdom, who appeared of 
Mitrary fentiment, wherein he afterwards (bod alone 
he convocation^ very little to his credity though, as he 
ed, very ranch to his intereft. * 

will now confider a little the arguments offered fo fhew 
advantages, or rather the neceffity of repealing the teft 
reland. We arc told, the Popifh intereft is here fo 
nidable, that all hands fhould be joined to keep it un- 
; that the only names of diftindlion among us ought to 
liofc of Protcftant and Papift ; and that this cxpedi- 
is the only means to unite all Proteftants upon one 
imon bottom. All which is nothing but mifreprcfenta- 
and roiftake. 

f we were under any real fear of the Papiils in this 
jdom, it would be hard to think us fo ftupid, as not 
« equally apprehenfive with others, fince we are likely 
le the greateft, and more immediate fufferers: but, on 
contrary, we look upon them to be altogether as in- 
(Iderable as the women and children. Their lands arc 
oft entirely taken from them, -and they are rendered 
ipable of purchafing any more ; and for the little that 
ains, provifion is made by the late ad againft Popery, 
: it will daily crumble away : to prevent which, fome 
^OL. IIL X tS 
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of the moll confidcrable among them are ain 
Troterianu, and fo in all probability will n 
Then, the Popifh priefts are all regidered, a 
permilfion (which I hope will not be granted 
have no fuccefTors ; fo that tlie Proteftaot der 
it perhaps no diflficult matter to bring great nu 
to the church ; and in the mean time the comr 
without leaders, without dirdplioe, or natural c 
ing little better than hewers of nuood^ and < 
nvatcr, are out of all capacity of doing any 
they were ever fo well inclined. Neither are 
likely to join in any condderable numbers with 
liaving found (o ill fucccfs when they were mu( 
me reus and powerful ; when they had a prin 
own religion to bead them *» had been trainee 
years under a Popijh deputy ^ and received fuch 
f Vom the French King. 

As to that argument ufed for repealing the 
will unite all Protelfamts agaioft the common 
v/onder by what figure thofe gentlemen fpeal 
pleafed to advance it : Suppofe, in order to i 
friendfliip between you and me, a law fhould pafs. 
have half your eflate; do you think that wouli 
\ ancc the union between us ? or fuppofe I (hare 
equally between my own children and a Jiran 
I take into my proteflion ; will that be a meth 
them? It is an odd way of uniting parties, t 
7najority of part of their ancient right, by conf 
a JadioTiy who had never any right at all, an 
cannot be faid to fuffer any lofs or injury, if ii 
them. Neither is it very clear, how far fome 
ilretch the term of common enemy. How man 
of thofe that call themfelves Proteflants, who 
our w^rlhip to be idolatrous as well as that of 
and with great charity put Prelacy and Popery 
terms convertible ? 

And therefore there is one fmall doubt I woi 
ingly fatisded in, before I agree to the repeal 

• In the reign of King James II. and till after the 1 
Jioynein 1690, 
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; that is, whether thcfe fame Proteflants^ when they 
c by their dexterity made themfelves the national reh- 
1, and difpofed the church -revenues among their pa- 
•J or themfelvety will be fo kind to allow us Dijfentvrsy 
> not fay a fliare in employments, but a bare toleration 
law ? The reafon of my doubt is, becaufe I have been 
pery idle as to re-od above fifty pamphlets written by as 
iy Prcfbyterian divines, loudly difclairaing this idol 
'ration^ fome of them calling it (I know not how pvo- 
ly) a rag of Popery^ and all agreeing it was to eflablijh 
fuity by a Aiw. Now, I would be glad to know, when 
I where their fucceffors have renounced this do<^rinc, 
I before what witneffes. Becaufe meibinks I fhould be 
th to fee my poor titular bifhop in partibus ftized o.i 
milbke in the dark for a Jefuit, or be forced myfulf tu 
:p a chaplain difguifed like my butler, and fteal to pray- 
in a back room, as my grandfather ufed in thofe tiiues 
eo the church of England was maliguajit. 
But this is ripping up old quarrels long forgot ; Popery 
low the common enemy ^ againfl which we mufi: all n- 
?; I have been tired in hiftory with the perpetual folly 
thofe ftates who call in foreigners to ailifi them againl^ 
ommcH enemy : but the mifchief was, thefc allies would 
ret be brought to. allow, that the common enemy was 
tc fubdued. And they had reafon ; for it proved ai 
:, that one part of die common enen)y was thofe who 
led ihem in, and fo the allies became at k-ngth the 
^ers. 

It is agreed among naturalifls, tliat a lien is a larger, a 
wigcr, and more dangerous enemy than a cat ; yet if a 

were to have his choice, either a lion at his foot, 
und faft with three or four chains, his teeth drawn cut, 
i his claws pared to the quick, or an angry cat in \\\\\ 
eny at his throat; he would take no long time to dc- 
•mine. 

1 have been fometimes admiring the wonderful fignlH- 
Dcy of that word perfecution, and what" various inter- 
etations it hath acquired even within my memory. When 
was a boy, I often heard the Prefbyterians complain, tha: 
cy were not permitted to ferve God in their own way ; 
cy faid they did not repine at our cm^loYK^-^'^'^^ ^^- 

X 2 r^Bi^^^^^^. 
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thought that all men who live peaceably ought to ha 
liberty of confcience, and leave to afTemble. That impi 
fliimcnt being removed at the revolution, they foon kanM 
to fwallow the facramental tefty and began to take n 
large fteps, wherein all who oS'ered to oppofe them, we 
called men of a perfecutiug fpirit. During the time t! 
bill againfl occafional conformity was on foot, perfecutl 
was every day rung in our ears, and bow at laft xhefaa 
viefttdl teft itfelf has the fame name. Where then is tl 
matter likely to end, when the obtaining of one requeft 
only ufed as a (iep to demand another \ A lover is ever co 
plaining of cruelty y while any thing is denied him; a 
when the lady ceafts to be cruel^ Ihe is from the iw 
moment at his mercy : fo perfecuthti, it feems, is evj 
thing, that will not leave it io mens power to perfeCs 
ethers. 

There is one arguftient offered againft a facramen 
teft by a fort of men who are content to be ilyled of 
church of England, who perhaps attend its fervice in 
morning, and go with their wives -to a conventicle v^' 
afternoon, confeffing they hear very good do^rine in bo 
Thefe men are much offended, that fo holy an inftituti 
as that of the Lord's fupper, (hould be made fubfervi 
to fuch mercenary purpofes as the getting of an empi 
ment. Now, it feems, the law, concluding all men to 
members of that church where they receive the facram( 
and fuppofmg all men to live like Chriflians (efpeci; 
thofc who are to have employments) did imagine they 
ccived the facrament in courfe about foivr times a-yc 
and therefore only defired it might appear by certificao 
the public, that fuch who took an ofEce, were member 
the church eftablilhed, by doing their ordinary duty. H 
ever, left mse ftyould offetid thaiiy wc have often def 
ihcy would deid candidly with us : for if the matter ^ 
only there, we would propofc it in parliament, that e^ 
man who takes an employment, fhonki, infteaJ of re 
ving the facrament, be obliged to fwcar, that he is a ra 
bcr of the church of Ireland by law eflabliOieJ, \uth ] 
fcopiicy, and fo forth % and as they do now in Scotlanc 
be true to the kirk. But when we diive them thus 
they always retire to the main body of the argument, i 
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(e hardfhip that men fliould be deprived the liberty of 
nring their Queen and country on account of their con- 
RDce : and in fhort, have recourfe to the. common flyle 
'their half-brethren. Now, whether this be a fmcere way 
arguing, 1 will appeal to any other judgment but theirs. 
There is another topic of clamour fomewhat parallel 
the foregoing : it feems, by the teft-claufe, the villitary 
Sccrs are obliged to receive the facrament, as well as 
5 civiL And it is a matter of fome patience, to hear 
: DifTenters declaiming upon this occafion : they cry 
7 are dlfarmed^ they are ufed like Papifts : when an" 
»ny appears at home, or from abroad, they mud (it 
1, afid fee their throats cut, or be hanged for high trea- 
I if they offer to defend themfelves. Miferable condi- 
D ! wofal dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that the 
tender was not apprifed of xhis pajpve Presbyterian prin- 
le, elfe he would have infallibly landed in our northern^ 
ts, and found them all fat down in their formalities, as 
: Gauls did the Roman fenators, ready to die with 
lour in their callings. Sometimes to appeafc their in- 
nation, we venture to give them hopes, that in fuch a* 
5 the government will perhaps connive, and hardly be fb 
ere to hang them for defending it againft the letter- 
the law ; to which they readily anfwer, that they will' 
; lie at our mercy, but let us fight our battles ourfelvesv 
netimes we offer to get an aft, by which, upon all Pg'* 
b infurredions at home, or Pcpt/h invafions from abroad, 
I government fhall be impowered to grant commiffions to 

Protefbants whatfoever, without that perfecuting cir- 
nftance of obliging them xofay their prayers when they- 
rive the facrament : but they abhtxr all thoughts of oc^ 
7ottai commifTions ; they \^1 not do our drudgery, and 

reap the benefit : it is not worth their while 10 fight 
) aris et focii\ and they had rather lofe their eftatcs,. 
erties, rcKgion, and livts, than the pleafure o( govern'^ 
r. 

But to bring this diHrourfc towards* a conclufion: If the 
Tenters will be fatisfied with fuch a toleration by law, aa 
th been granted them in England, I believe the majori- 
of both houfes will fall readily in with it ; farther ir 
U be hard to perfuade this houfe of CcmoMus, vuL ^^t- 
X 3 Vv.^ 
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haps much harder the next. For»^ to fay the truth, 
make a mighty difiference here between fufifering thlftl 
grow among us, aod wearing them for pofies, Wc 
fully convinced in our confdences, that nue (hall al* 
tolerate tkem ; but not quite fo fully that they will al' 
trJerate us, when it comes to their turn ; and n»e are 
majority, and *we are in pofTefHon. 

He who argues in defence of a law in force, not 
quated or obfolete, but lately ena£led» is certainly oi 
fafer (ide, and may be allowed to point out the daoge 
conceives to forefee in the abrogation of it. 

For, if the confeqiiences of repealing this daufe ib 
at fome time or other enable the. Pr^yterians to y 
themfclves up into the national church; inilead of 
ting Prote(lants,it would fow eternal diviHons among ti 
Fiiil, their owd feds, which now lie dormant, wouL 
foon at cuffs again with each other about power and 
ferment; and the dljfenting Epifcopals^ perhaps dilbooi 
ed to fuch a degree, as upon fovatfair unhappy occa 
wouM be able to (hake the firmed loyalty, which noiu 
deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difficult to conjedure, from fome 
proceedings, at what a rate this fa£lion is like to d 
where-ever it gets the nxjhip and xhtfeat. They havi 
ready fet up courts of fpiritual judicature in opea contc 
of the laws : they fend mijionaries every where, wit 
being invited, in order to convert the church ^£n£ 
folks to Chriftianity. They are as vigilant as Iknana ' 
to attend perfons on their deathbeds, and for pmj 
much alike. And what prances fuch principles as i 

iwith many other that might be invidious to mention) 
pawn, when they are /aid out to the fun, you may di 
mine at Icifure. 

Laftly, Whether we are fo entirely fure of their lo; 
upon the prcfcnt foot of government as you may imaj 
their dctraftors make a queflion, which however dot 
think, by no means affeft the body of Difienters : bn 
inilance produced is of fome among their leading tea< 
in the north, whg having refufed the abjurathn-oath 
continue their preaching, and have abundance of follov 
The particulars are out of my head \ bat the faifl is r 

1 
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oagh, and I believe hath been publi(hed y I think 
, it hath not been remedied. 

I have fairly given you, Sir» my own opinion, as 
that of a great majority in both houfes here, re- 
I this weigl)ty affair ; upon which I am confident 
} fecurely reckon. I will leave you to make what 

you pleafe^ 

/ am m)slb great refpeff^ 



Dec, 4. 
708. SIR, 



Teur, &c. 



Some 



Some Arguments againft enlar^ng thcj 
power of Bishops in letting of Leases*. 



Mihi credits, major hereditas venit unicuique vefirum in, 
tifdem bonis a jure et a legihus, quam ab Us a quibui 
ilia ipfa bona reliilafunt. Cicero pro A. Caecina. 



Written in the year I723^ 



IN handling this fubjedl I (hall proceed wholly w)OB the 
fuppofition, that thofe of our party who profefi thenh 
fcfvcs members of the church eflablilhed, and under the ■ 
apoflolical government of bifhops^ do deHre the contjfu- 
ance and tranfmiflron of it to poilerity,. at lead in as good St i 
condition as it is at prefent : becaufe as this difboorfe i> ' 
not calculated for DifTenters of any kind, fi> neither wili'^ 
It fuit the talk or fentimems of thofe perfons, who with the-^ 
denomination of churchmen are oppreilbrs of %he inferior] 
clergy, and perpetually quarrelling at the great incomes of. 
the bifhops ; which is a traditional cant delivered dowa^ 
from former times, and continued with great reafon, al- 
though it be now near 200 years (ince almoft three parti- 
in four of the church-revenues have been taken from die 
clergy, befidcs the fpoih that have been gradually madCii 

• This pamphlet is- intermbced wife thde maft^riy ftrokci 
of irony, which are fo often intermixed in Swift's works. The 
general fubjeft of it leads me to recollcdi a ch-cumftancc much 
to the Dean's honour : he could never be induced to take fines- 
for any of the chapter-lands ; he always- chofie to raife the rents, 
as the method leaft oppreffivc to the prefent tenant, and mofr 
advantageous to all future tenants ar.d landlords. He conftant- 
ly refufed to give charity out of the chapter-funds, which he 
alledged were fcarce fuflicient to maintain the ncceflary repairs 
of the cathedraJU Qtmu 

e\€r 
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c of glebes and other lands by the confufion of 
le fraud of incroaching neighbours, or the power 
fTors too great to be encountered, 
the time of the reformation many Popijh Bifhops 
Jigdom, knowing they muft have been foon ejedl- 
ey would not change their religion, made Jong 
1 fee-farms of great part of their lands, referving 
>nfiderable rents, fometimes only a chiefry, by a 
ey affumed dire<5Hy contrary to many ancient ca- 
: confident enough with the common law. This 

1 on for many years after the bifhops became Pro- 
and fome of their names are ilill remembered 

my on account of enriching their families by fuch 
us alienations. By thefe means Epifcopal reve- 
e fo low reduced, that three or four fees were 
ted to make a tolerable competency. For fome 

this evil. King James I. by a bounty that be- 
ood Chriflian prince, beftowcd feveral forfeited 
the northern biftioprics : but in all other parts of 
lom the church continued ftill in the fame diftrefs 
rty ; fome of the fees hardly pofTcffing enough to 

a country- vicar. About the middle of King 
!.'s reign the legiflature here thought fit to put a 
;afl to any farther alienations ; and fo a law was 
prohibiting all bifhops and other ecclefiaflical cor- 
from fetting their lands for above the term of 
ne years ; the rent referved to be one half of the 

2 of fuch lands at the time they were fet, without 
ndition the leafe to be void. 

ifter the reftoration of King Charles II. the par- 
aking into confideration the miferable cftate of the 
certain lands by way of augmentation were grantr 
ht bifhops in the ad of fettlement, and confirmed 
\ of explanation ; of which bounty, as I remem- 
je fees were in a great meafure defeated ; but by 
idents, it is not here of any importance to relate, 
at prefent is the condition of the church in Ire- 

1 regard to Epifcopal revenues : which I have thus 
.nd perhli)s impeife^ly) deduced ^for fome infor- 

3 thofe whofc thoughts do not lead th^m to fuch 
Aions. 
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By virtue of the ftatnte already mentioned, under Kiog 
Charles I. limiting ecclefialHcal bodies to the term of twen- 
ty-one years, under the referved rent of half real value, 
the bilhops have had feme (hare in the gradual rifeof bnds, 
without M hich they could not have been fupported with 
any common decency that might become their llation. ft 
is above eighty years lince the pafllng of that aft : the fee 
of Meath, one of the belt in the kingdom, was then wortk 
about 400 /. per annum ; the poorer ones in the fame pro- 
portion. If tliis were their prefent condition, I cannoi 
conceive how they would have been able to pay for thcif 
patents, or buy their robes : but this will certainly be the 
condition of their fuccefTors, if fuch a bill fhould pafs, as 
they fay is now intended, which 1 will fuppofe; and be- 
lieve many perfons who may give a vote for it, are not af 
ware of. 

Hbwever, this is the aft which is now attempted to be 
repealed, or at leaft eluded ; fome are for giving bifliop* 
leave to let fee-farms, others would allow them to let lea^ 
fes for lives ; and the mod moderate would repeal that 
claufe, by which the biihops are bound to let their lands at 
half- value. 

The reafons for the rife of value in lands are of two 
kinds. Of the firft kind, are long peace and fctdemeal 
after the devaftations of war ; plantations, improvements 
of bad foil, recovery of bogs and marfhes, advancement 
of trade and manufaftures, increafe of inhabitants, encou- 
ragement of agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another reafon for the rife of land, more 
gradual, conftant, and certain ; which will have its effefis 
in countries that are very far from flourifhing in any of 
tlie advantages I have ju(l mentioned : I mean the perpe- 
tual decreaje in the value of gold andftlver. \ (hall dif- 
courfe upon thefe two different kinds with a view towards 
the bill now attempted. 

As to the firft : I cannot fee how this kingdom is at any 
height of improvement, while four parts in ^ve, of the 
plantations for thirty years part have been real difimprovc- 
ments ; nine in ten of the quickfet-hedges being ruined fci 
want of care or (k\\\. knd ^^ xo ^o\^^a\^^^^ xV^t^^ being 
often taken out o£ woods » ^xA^\wx\^^\\iW^^\'is^^^ 
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be tops of ditches, it is impofEble they fhonid grow to be 
f ufe, beauty, or (helter. Neither can it be faid, that 
be foil of Ireland is improved to its full height, while fo 
inch lies all winter under water, and the bogs made almofi 
efperate by the ill cutting of the turf. There hath in- 
«cd been lonie little improvement in the manu failures of 
ocn and woollen^ although very (hort of perfedlion ; but 
iir trade was never in fo Tow a condition : and as to agri- 
olture, of which all wife nations have been fo tender^ 
be defelation made in the country by ingrofllng graziers, 
■d the great yearly importation of corn from England, 
le lamentable indances under what difcouragement it lies. 
But, notwithftanding all thefe mortifications, I fuppofc 
here is no wellwiflier to his country without a little hope, 
kit in time the kingdom may be on a better foot in fome 
if the articles above mentioned. But it would be hard, 
f ecdefiaflical bodies fhould be the only perfons excluded 
hrni any (hare in public advantages, which yet can never 
lappeoy without a greater fhare of profit to their tenants : 
i God fends rain equally upon thejttft and the unjtift^ why 
jhould thofe who wait at his altars, and are iaflrudlors cf 
fbtt people, be cut off from partaking in the general bene- 
iti of law or of nature ? 

But, as this way of reafoning may feem to bear a more 
jbvoorable eye to the clergy, than perhaps will fuit witli 
tte prefent difpoHtion or faihion of the age ; I (hall there- 
fae dwell more largely upon the fecond reafon for the n(e 
of land, which is ike perpetual decreafe of the value of 
gold and Jt her, 

j. This may be obferved from the courfe of the Roman 
^nflory above two thoufand years before thofe incxhnuili- 
!tle niver mines of Potofi were known. The value of 
'•B oholus and of every other coin betv/rcn the time of 
^ooiulus and that of Augu(his gradually funk above five 
pns in fix, as appears by fcveral palTii^es out of the beft 
athors. And yet the prodigious wcaith of that ftate did 
Boi arife from liic increafc of bullio.i m the world by ihe 
difcovery of new mines, but from a n.uch more accidental 
'aafe, which was the fprcading of tJ^:ir conqu.fts, and 
thereby importing into Rome and lialy the riches of the 
ftj^aodwt^. 
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When the feat of «liplre was remoYcd to Confts 
pie, the tide of money flowed that way without e^ 
turning ; and was fcattered in Afia. But when that 
ly empire was overthrown by the northern people, 
(lop was put to all trade and commerce, that vafl fi 
money were buried to cfcape the plundering of th 
querors ; and what remained was carried off by th< 
▼agers. 

It were no diifEcult matter to compute the ralue c 
ney in England during the Saxon reigns ; but the '. 
i(h and other writers fince the conqueft have put tha 
ter in a clearer light, by the feveral accounts they h 
ven us of the value of corn and cattle in years of 
and plenty. Every one knows that King John's whd 
tion, before he came to the crown, was but five th 
pounds, without a foot of land. 

I have likewife feen the fleward's accounts of 
cient noble family in England written in Latin betweei 
and four hundred years ago, with the feveral prices c 
and viifluals, to confirm my obfervations, 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as othei 
done) the different values of money for about four h 
years pafl. Henry Duke of Lancafler, who lived 
that period, founded an hofpital in Leicefler for a 
number of old men, charging his lands with a groat j 
to each for their maintenance, which is to this da 
paid them. In thofe times, a penny was equal 
pence halfpenny, and fomewhat more than half a fi 
ia ours ; which makes about eight ninths difference. 

This is plain alfo from the old cuflom upon many 
in England to let for leafes of lives, (renewable ai 
fure), where the referved rent is iifually about twelve 
^-poand, which then was near the half real value : ; 
though the fines be not fixed, yet the landlord get 
gether not 'above three fhilHngs in the pound of the 
of his land : and the tenants are fo wedded to this c 
that, if the owner fuffer three lives to expire, w 
them will take a leafe on other conditions ; or if he 
in a foreigner who will agree to pay a reafbnable rer 
other tenants by all manner of injuries will make tl 
rcfgner fo uneafy, that Jie muft be forced to quit the 
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the late Earl of Bath felt by the experience of above 
1 thoufand pounds lofs. 

The gradual decreafe for about two hundred years af- 
* was not conGderable, and therefore I do not rely on the 
:ount given by fome hiftorians, that Harry VII. left . 
bind him eighteen hundred thoufand pounds ; for, al- 
3ugh the Wefl Indies were difcovered before his death, 
i although he had the bed talents and inflruments for 
adting of money ever pofrefTed by any prince fince the 
le of Vefpafian (whom he refembled in many particulars), 
t I coDcetve, that in his days the whole coin of England 
aid hardly amount to fuch a fum. For in the reign of 

Uip and Mary, Sir Cockain of Derbyftiire, the 

[I houfekeeper of his quality in the county, allowed his 
ly fifty pounds a-year for maintaining the family, one 
and a-year wages to each fervant, and two pounds to the 
Vard ; as I was told by a perfon of quality who had 
n the original account of his oeconomy. Now, this fum 
fifty pounds, added to the advantages of a large do- 
in, might be equal to about five hundred pounds a-year 
prefent, or fomewhat more than four fi/tis. 
The great plenty of filver in Kngland began in Queen 
iiabeth's reign, when Drake and others took vafl quan- 
ies of coin and bullion from the Spaniards either upon . 
eir own American coafls, or in their return to Spain. 
owever, fo much hath been imported annually from that 
DC to this, that the value of money in England, and moft 
Its of Europe, is funk above one half within the fpace 
' an hundred years, notwithdanding the great export of 
yer for about eighty years pad to the Eaft Indies, from 
hence it never returns. But gold not being liable to the 
me accident, and'by new difcoveries growing every day 
ore plentiful, feems in danger of becoming a drug. 

This hath been the progrcfs of the value of money in 
Mrmer ages, and muii of necefHty continue fo for the fu« 
Bre, without fome new invafion of Goths and Vandals to 
dhoy law, property, and religion, alter the very face of 
BUure, and turn the world upfide down. 

I mud repeat, that what I am to fay upon the fubjedt 
I intended only for the conviction of tbofe among our 
mn party, who are true lovers of the church, and would 

Vol. III. Y ' >a^ 
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be glad it Ihould contiirae in a tolerable degrc 
rity to the end of the world. 

The chunch is fuppoled to lafl for ever b^ 
fcif^ne and dodhine; which is a privilege c< 
very petty corporation, who mu(t likewife 
laws of their foundation. If a gentleman's e 
uow yields him athoufand pounds a-year, had 
ever at the higheft vakie even in the flourif 
King Charles II. would it now amount to abov 
hundred at mo(l ? What if this had happened 
hundred years ago ; would the referved rent 2 
any more than a fmall chiefry ? Suppofe the r 
biiihop to have been under the fame circumds 
he now be able to perform works of hofpital: 
rity ? Thus, if the revenues of a bifhop be limit 
fand pounds a-year ; how will his fucceflbr be i 
to fupport his (lation with decency, when the 
mination of money (hall not anfwer an half, a 
an eightii -part of that fum ? Which muft un 
the confequence of any bill to elude the limitin, 
by the church was preferved from -utter ruin. 

The fame rea(bn holds good in. all corporal 
ever, who cannot follow a more pernicious | 
that of granting perpetuitief, for which ms 
fmart to this day ; although the leaders amc 
often fo ftupid ^s .not to perceive it, or (1 
Icnavifh as to find their private account in i 
(Community. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of 1 
evil about an hundred years ago ; and infleac: 
.their, rents to a certain fum of money, prevaile 
tenants to pay th^ price of fo many barrels oi 
valued as the market went at two feafons (as I 
in the ye^ir. For a barrel of cotnis of a real int 
•which gold and filver are not : and by this inv 
colleges have prefer^ved a tolerable fubfiflence f 
lows and (Indents to this day. 

The prefent bifhops will indeed be no fufFei 
a bill ; becaufe, their ages confidered, they ca 
•to fee any great decreafe in the value of mc 
.worli they can make it,u4^in thcfines^ which 
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Jy be greater than ufual upon the change of leafes into 
ee-farros or lives ; or without the power of obliging their 
tnaots to a real half-value. And, as I cannot well blame 
ban for taking fuch advantages, (conddering the nature 
f buniankiod), when the queflion is only, whether the 
awey (hall be put into tlieir own or another man's pocket I 
bthcy will never be excufable before God or man, if they 
lo oot to their death oppofe, declare, and protefl againK 
Vf fuch bill, as mud in its confequenccs complete the 
m of the church, and of their own order in this kingr 
Imd. 

If the fortune of a private perfbn be dimini(hed by the 
takoefi, or inadvertency of his ancedors, in letting lenfcs 
r ever at low rents, the world lies open to his indiiltry 
r purcbaliog of more ; but the church is barred by a dead 
nd: or if it were otherwife, yet the cullom of making 
queds to it hath been out of pra<flice for almoft two 
odred years, and a great deal dire£ily contrary hath been 
fortune. 

I have been afTured by a perfoo of fome confcquence;. 
whom I am likewife obliged for the account of fome 
ler fafh already related, that the late * Biftiop of Salif- 
ry (the greated Whig of that bench in his days) confeff- 
to him, that the liberty which bifliops in England have 
letting leafes for lives would, in his opinion, be one day 
e ruin of Epifcopacy there ; and thought the church ia 
is kingdom happy by the limitation •a(5t. 
And- have we not already found the effcdl of this dif- 
rent proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have not two Eng- 
li prelates quitted tneir peerage and feats in parliament, 
a nation of freedom^ for the fake of a more ample re- 
nue even in this unhappy kingdom, rather than lie under 
e mortification of living below their dignity at home ? 
r which however they cannot be juftly cenfured. £ 
»w indeed fome perfons, who offer as an argument for 
!pealing the limiting-bill, that it may in future ages pre- 
at the practice of providing this kingdorn with bifliops 
om England, when the only temptation will be removed. 
Ad they alledge, that, as tilings have gone for fome years 

• Dr BuroeL 

y 2 ^-^^^ 
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pad, gentlemen will grow difcouraged from fending 
ibns to the univerfity, and from fufFering them to ent€ 
to holy orders, when they are likely to langiiifh um 
curacy or fmall vicarage to the end of their lives : bu 
is all a vain imagination ; for the decreafe in the val 
moQty will equally affe^ both kingdoms: and be 
v^hen bifhoprics here grow too fmall to invite over ta 
c^redit and confequence, they will be left more fully I 
difpofal of a chief governor, who can never fail of 
wortlilefs illiterate chaplain, fond of a title and preced 
Thus will that whole bench in an age or two be com 
of mean, ignorant, fawning gownmen, humble fupf 
and dependents upon the cotirt for a morfel of bread 
ready ta ferve every turn that {hall be demanded 
them in hopes of getting fome commendam tacked tc 
fees ; which miifl then be the trade, as it is now too 
in England, to the great difcouragement of the in 
clergy. Neither is that practice without example a 
us. 

It is now about eighty five years fincc the paifingo 
Kmiting-adl, and there is but one infbnce in the m« 
of man of a bifhop's leafe broken upon the plea of n( 
ing ftatutable ; which, in every body's opinion, could 
been lod by no other perfon than he who was then t< 
and happened to be very ungracious in his county. ] 
prefent * Biihop of Meath's cafe that plea did not 
although the leafe were notorioufly unUatu table ; th 
rcferved being, as I have been told, not a feventh p 
the real value ; yet the jury upon their oaths very gi 
found it to be according to the flatute ; and one of 
was heard to fay, that he would eat his JJyoes bef< 
ti'ould give a verdi£l for the bifliop. A very few 
have made the fame attempt with as little fuccefs. 
bilhop and other ecclefiaftical body reckon forty poui 
an hundred to be a reafonable half-value ; or if it b< 
a third part, it feldom or never breeds any differen* 
tween landlord and tenant. But when the rent is froi 
to nine or ten parts lefs than the worth, the Bifliop, 
confults the good of his fee, will be apt to expoflulate 

* Dy E.van5^^ a Welcliraan. 
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ths tenant, if he be an honed man, will have fome regard to 
:iie reafonablenefs and juflice of the demand, fo as to yield 
to a moderate advancement, rather than engage in a fuit, 
•here law and equity are diredlly againfl: him. By thefe 
Deaos the bifhops have been fo true to their trufls, as to 
mxnire fome fmall (hare in the advanccmcnc of rents ; 
iltfaoiigh it be notorious, that they do not receive the 
hird penny (fines included) of the real value of their lands 
broughout the kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what inconvenience could 
ocme to the public by one or two thoufand pounds a-year 
I the hands of a Prote(lant Bifhop, any more than of a 
ly perfon *. The former, generally fpcaking, livcth as 
iaaQy and hofpitably as the other; pays his debts as 
oaeAly, and fpends as much of his revenue among his 
mants: befides, if they be his immediate tenants, youi 
nay dilHnguilh them at firft fight by their habits and bor- 
es ; or if you go to their houfes, by their comfortable 
wy of living. But the misfortune is, that fuch immediate 
enantSy generally fpeaking, have others imder tlicra, and fa 
itbird and fourth in fubordination, till it comes to the 'vjc/^ 
leTf (as they call him), who fits at a rack-rent, and lives as. 
niferably as an Irifh farmer upon a new leafe from a lay 
andlord. But fuppofe a blihop happens to be avaricious,, 
[as being compofed of the fame fluff with other men), the 
xmfequence to the public is no worfe than if he were a 
Iqiiire ; for he leaves his fortune to his fon or near relation^ 
•ho, if he be rich enough, will never think of entering in- 
to the church. 

And as there can be no difadvantqge to the public in a 
Proteflant country, that a man fliould hold lands as a B/^ 
(hopt any more than if he were a tevtporal perfon ; fo it 
it of great advantage to the community, where a bifhop 
Sres as he ought to do. He is bound in confcience to re- 
Sde in his diocefe, and by a folemn promife to keep ho- 
Vitality; his eflate is fpent in the kingdom, not remitted 
to £Dgland ; he keeps th^ clergy to their duty, and is aa 

.• TMs part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period 
when the whole was written, which was in 1723, when fcveral 
of Queen Anne's Wihops were living, 
• y 3 CRaxK^^ 
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example of virtue both to them and the people. 'Suppot 
lum ao ill man ; yet his very charafler will with-hokl ki 
from any great or open exoibitancies. But in fadk tt nil 
be allowed, tliat fome bi(hops of this kingdom with 
twenty years pa(l have done very fignal and lafHng afit 
public charity; great inftances whereof are the • late a 
t prefcnt Primate, and the Lord % Archbifliop of Dob 
that now is, who hath left memorials of his bonnty in roft 
parts of hb province. I might add the Bifbop of J Rapbc 
and ieveral others : not forgetting the late Dean of Doi 
Dr Pratt, who bedowed one thoufand pounds opoo 1 
uaiverfity ; which foundation, (that I may obfeive by I 
way)^ if t6e bill propofed (hould pafs, would be in. I 
fame circumftances with the Bifhops, nor ever aUe ^ 
to advance the ftipends of the fellowrand ftudents, 
lately they found it neceflary to do; the determinate (i 
appointed by the flatutes for commons being not half f 
ficieiit by the fall of money to afford neceffary fuAenan 
Bur the paffing of fuch a bill mufl put an end to aH ecc 
fiadical beneficence for the time to come ; and wbed 
this will be fupplied by thofe who are to reap the bene 
better than it hath been done by the grantee* of imp 
priate tithes, who received them upon the old churdi-o 
ditiuns of keeping hofpitaliry, it will be eafy to coflj 
tufe. 

To alledge, that pafling fuch a biU would be a g( 
encouragement to improve bifhops lands, is a great erf 
Is it not the general method of landlords to wait the es 
ration of a Icafe, and then cant their lands to the higli 
biddtr ? And what ftiould hinder the fame courfe to 
taken in church -leafes, when the limitation is removed 
paying half the real value to the Bi(hop ? In riding throu 
the country how. few improvements d^ We fee upon t 
eftates of laymen, farther than about their own domain 
To fay the truth, it is a great misfortune as well to I 
public as to the Bifhops themfelves, that their lands i 
generally let to lords and great fquircs, who in real 
were never defigned to be tenants ; and therefoie may i 

♦ iJr Marfh. t Dr King. 

\»5: 
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tttridly murmur at the payment of rent, a» a fubfcrriency 
they \«'ere not born to. If the tenants to the church were 
honeft farmers, they would pay their fines and rents with 
chearfulnefs, improve their lands, and thank God they 
were to give but a moderate half-value for what they held, 
I have heard a man of a thoufand pounds a* year talk with 
great contempt of bifhops leafes, as being on a worfe foot 
than the reil of his eilate ; and he had certainly reafon : 
my anfwer was, that fuch leafes were originally intended 
only for the benefit of induflrious hufbandmen, who would 
think it a great blefling to be fo provided for, inftead of 
having his farm fcrcwcd up to the height, not eating one 
comfonable meal in a year, nor able to find (lioes for his 
children. 

I know not any advantage that can accrue by fuch a bi]f» 
except the preventing of perjury in jurymen, and falfe 
dealing in tenants ; which is a remedy like that of giving 
my money to an highwayman, before he attempts to take 
it by force ; and fo I (hall be fure to prevent the (in of 
robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to havC made an end ; 
when a bookfeller fent me a fmall pamphlet, intitled, ne^ 
tafe of the laity ^ nvith Joms queries ; full of the ftrongcfl 
malice againft the clergy, that I have any where met with 
fince the reign of Toland, and others of that tribe. Thefe 
kinds of advocates do infinite mifchief to our good 
fAtSE by giving grounds to the mijiift reproaches of 
Tories and Jacobites, who charge us with being 
ftfcmies to the church. If I bear an Ivearty unfeigned 
loyalty to his Majefly King GEORGE and the houfe 
of "Hanotrer, not (haken in the lead by the hardfbips we 
fc under, which never can be imputable to fo gracious a 
frilice; if I fincercly abjure the pretender, and all 
Popish successors ; if I bear a due veneration to the 
glorious memory of the late King WILLIAM, who 
prefcrved thefe kingdoms from Popery and slavery 
with the expenfe of his blood, and hazard of his life ; 
Mid la{Hy, if I am for a proper indulgence to all Diffent- 
tn, I think nothing more can be rea[^otub\^ <\tcv\vyxA'i^ ^^ 
m^asa WHiG, and that my political cat^cYvAxx v?» ^vi^ '^'^^ 
-^ompictc^ Bat whoever, under the TnaUcY o^ xVv^'t ^^tv^- 
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denomination, and of many great profeiEons of loy: 
would deflroy, or undermine, or injure the church < 
blifhed ; I utterly difown him, and think he ought te c 
another name of diHin^ion for himfelf and his adhen 
I came into the caufe upon other principles, which b] 
grace of God I mean to preferve as long as 1 live, 
we juIHfy the accufations of our adverfaries ? Hoc Iti 
veiit. — The Tories. and Jacobites will behol 
with a malicious pleafure, determined upon the ruin o 
friends. For is not the prefent fet of bifhops almoi 
tirely of that number, as well as a gr^at majority o 
principal clergy ? And a fhort time will reduce the v 
by vacancies upon death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleafes to examine v 
have already faid, will eafily anfwer the bold quen 
the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be convinced, thi 
reafon fiill firongly exiftsy for ^which that ^limitin^ 
was enabled. A reafonable man will wonder, wber 
be the infufferahle grievance^ that an ecclefaflical Ian 
fhould expert a moderate or a third part value in ra 
his lands, when his tide is at leaft as ancient and as 
as that of a layman ; who is yet but feldom guilty of { 
fuch beneficial bargains. Has the nation been tbronut 
confujton ? And have many poor families been ruin 
rack-rents paid for the lands of the church ? does th 
tion cry out to have a law that mud in time fend 
bifhops a-begging ? But, God be thanked, the clamoi 
enemies to the church is pot yet the cry^ and I hop 
never prove the voice of the nation. The clergy,-! 
ceive, will hardly allow that the people maintain 
any more than in the fenfe that all landlords whatfoev* 
maintained by the people. Such aflertions as thefe 
the infinuations they carry along with them, proceed 
principles which cannot be avowed by thofe who ai 
prefer ving the happy conjiitution in church and , 
"Whoever were the propofers of fuch queries, it might 
provoked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps with 
juftrce than prudence, by fhewing at whole door the 
vance lies, and that the bifhopS at leaji are not to ai 
for the poverty of tenants. 

To gratify this g^t^^tX tdotmtt^ "vW ^rilargss the 
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^^/ rent-roll almoft one half, let me fuppofe that all the 
cljorch-lands in the kingdom were thrown up to the laity ; 
Waold the tenants in fuch a cafe lit eafier in their rents 
than they do now ? Or, would the money be equally 
Jent in the kingdom ? No ; the farmer would be fere wed 
ap to the iitmofi penny by the agents and ftewards of ab- 
^mtees^ and the revenues employed in making a figure at 
Umdon; to which city a full third part of the whole /«- 
aNMf of Ireland is annually returned, to anfwer that Cngle 
article of maintenance for Iriih landlords, 

Another of his quarrels is againfl pluralities and non- 
tjtdence. As to the former, it is a word of ill name, but 
lot well underflood. The clergy having been dripped of 
be greateft part of their revenues, xh& glebes being gene- 
ally loft, the tithes in the hands of laymen, the churches 
lemolifhed, and the country depopulated; in order to 
ireferve a face of Chriftianity y it was neceflary to unite 
inall vicarages fu/Bcient to make a tolerable maintenance 
br a fninijier. The profit of ten or a dozen of thefe 
mom feldom amounts to above eighty or an hundred 
fBonds a- year. If there be a very few dignitaries, whofe 
|Vefennents are perhaps more liable to this accufation, it 
■ to be fiippofed, they may be favourites of the time ; 
|r perfons of ftiperior merit, for whom there hath ever 
been fbme indulgence in all governments. 

As to non-rejidence^ I believe there is no ChrifUan 
ttQDtry opon earth, where the clergy have lefs to anfwer 
iir upon that article. I am confident there are not ten 
dergymen in the kingdom, who, properly fpeaking, can be 
Icrmed non-rejidents \ for furely we are not reckon in 
Aat namber thofe who for want of glebes are forced to 
ftdre to the neareft neighbouring village for a cabin to 
Mt their heads in ; the leading man of the parifh, when 
K makes the greated clamour, being leaft difpofed to ac- 
CDmrasdate the minijier with an acre of ground. And 
"ildeedy confidering the difficulties the clergy lie under up- 
•0 this head, it hath been frequent matter of wonder to 
,»f, how they are able to perform that part of their duty 
lb well as they do. 

There 
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There is a * noble author, who hath lately addreff 
to the houfe of Commons an excellent difcourfe fort 
encouragement of agriculture ; full of moft ufeful hh 
which I hope that Honourable aHembly will confider as tl 
defer ve. 1 am not a (Iranger to his Lordfhip ; and < 
ccpting in what t elates to the church, there are few j 
fons with whofe opinions I am better pleafed to agree ; : 
am therefore grieved when I find him charging the inc 
veniencies in the payment of tithei upon the clergy 
their proilors. His Lordfhip is above confidering a \ 
known and vulgar truth, that the meanell farmer hatb 
manner of advantages againfl the mo^ powerful clergyo 
by whom it is impofHble he can be wronged, althoo^ 
mimfler were ever fo evil difpofed ; the whole fyftem of 
^^^» perplexing^ and defrauding the prober y or his tnaj 
being as well known to z^tTy ploughman, as the reapinj 
fowing of his com, and much more artfully pradlifed. 
fides, the leading man in the parilh muft have his tithes 9X 
own rate, which is hardly ever above one quarter of 
value. And 1 have heard it computed by many D^ 
obfervers, whofe intereft was not concerned, that the c 
gy did not receive throughout the kingdom one hal 
what the laws have made their due. 

As to his Lordfhip's difcontent againft the hifhept co 
I (hall not interpofe farther than in venturing my pri 
opinion, that the clergy would be very glad to rea 
their juft dues by a more fhort, dectjwey and campUk^ 
method^ than fuch a cramped and limited jurifdi&ion 
allow. 

His Lordfhip is not the only perfon difpofed to give 
dcrgy the honour of being the fole encouragers of all 
improvements. If hops, he?npi flax^ and twenty th 
more are to be planted, the clergy alone muft reward 
induftrious farmer by abatement of the tithe. \Vb 
the owner of nine parts in ten would pleafe to abate ; 
^ortionably in his rent for every acre thus improv 
Would not a man juft dropt from the clouds, upon a 
bearing, judge the demand to be at leaft as rcafonable 

• The late Lord Molefworth. 
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I beliere no man will difpute his Lordlliip's title to his 
ate ; nor will I the jus divinum of tithtSy which he 
^tlons with forae emotion. I fuppofe the affirmative 
•uld be of little advantage to the clergy, for the fame 
Ion that a maxim in la'w hath moxt weight in the 
rid than an article oi faith. And yet I think there 
Y be fuch a thing as facrilege ; becaufe it is frequently 
ationed by Greek and Roman authors, as well as 
bribed in holy nurit. This I am fure of, that his Lord- 
) woald at any time excufe a parliament for not 
cerning itfelf in his properties without his own confent. 
rhe obfervations I have made upon his Lorddiip's dif- 
rfe, have not, I confefs, been altogether proper to my 
jedt : however, (ince he hath been pleafed therein to 
r fbme propoials to the houfe of Commons with rela- 
I to the clergy, I hope he will excufe me for difTering 
n him ; which proceeds from his own principle, the 
Ire of defending liberty and property, that he hath fo 
nuoufly and conflantly maintained. 
But the other writer openly declares for a law impower- 
, the bilhops to fet fee-farvis ; and fays. Whoever in- 
HiteSi that they luill deny their confent to fuch a rea* 
mhle ia-w^ 'which the luhole nation cries for, are ene- 
ts to tbem and the church. Whether this be his real 
nion, or only a drain of mirth and irony, the matter is i 
t much. However, my fentiraents are fo diredlly con- 
ry to his, that, I think, whoever impartially reads . 
1 condders what I have written upon this argument^ 
th either no regard for the church efbblifhed under the 
narchy of bifliops, or will never confent to any law that 
ill repeal or elude the limiting-daufe relating to the 
al half-value, contained in the a^ of parliament decimo 
rw/r. For the prefervation of the inheritance, rights, and 
tfits of lands belonging to the .church and perfons ecclem 
^ical : which was grounded upon leafons, thatdoiUil 
id muft for ever /ubfift, 

O^oher at. 
1723- 



The Presbyterians Plea of Merit i 
order to take off the Test, impartially c 
amined. 

Written In the year 1731 *. 



WE have been told in the common news- papers, t' 
all attempts are to be made this ieflion by 
Presbyterians and their abettors for taking off the teft ; 
a kind of preparatory ftep to make it go down fmoothei 
England. For if once their light nuould fo JJjine, the I 
pijis delighted with the blaze would all come in and dai 
> about it. This I take to be a prudent method ; like t 
of a difcreet phyfician, who firft gives a new medicine 
a dog^ before he prefcribes it to a human creature f . ' 

♦ Sec a letter on tWs fubjeft, p. 234- of this volume; wh 
wa^ reprinted in Ireland on the fame occaHon that prodw 
this and the three following tra^s. 
^t The author begins this traft in the true vein of tiitand 
Vit, by faying, — - " We have been told in the common ne 
papers, that all attempts are to be made this feflion by the Pr^j 
Uf'tani and their abettors for tjUcing off the tell ; as a kind 
preparatory ftep to make it go down fmoother in England. 1 
\iox\ctthm light ivould fo Jhitie, the Pafifis dclighted'vi'ith t 
blaze would all come in and dance about it. This I take 
be a prudent method ; like that of a difcreet phyfician, who i 
gives a new medicine to a dog, before he prefcnbcs it toal 

man creature" I have quoted this fhort paflage for I 

ftyJe, as well as the matter; and I dare fay, even from ha 
you will be confirmed in one general Obfrrvation, that Sm 
maintains and conducts his metaphors and iillufions, with aJB 
nefs particularly delicate and exaft, and \i1thout tlie ieaft ft 
nels or afFedation. I have formerly mentioned in what degi 
of contempt and hatred he held the Diflenters, ef|xrdally I 
Prelbyterians [above, p. 235-] ; and I need only add, that 
this pamphlet was written for the meridian of Ireland, it oag 
to have been placed with the other trads on the fame fubje 

Orrery, And fo it is placed in this ediaon, 

T 
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The PreshyteriaJis have, ever fince the revolution, di- 
•e<fted their learned cafuKb to employ their pens on this 
ubjedl, by fhewing the merits and pretenfions upon which 
hey claim this jutHce, as founded upon the fen^ices they 
lid towards the reAoration of King Chatles H., and at 
he revolution under the Prince of Orange. Which pleas 
I take to be the mod fingiilar in their kind, tJiat ever 
vere offered in the face of the fun, agiinft the mo(t glaring 
ights of truth, and againft a continuation of public fads 
CDown to all Europe for twenty years together. I fliall 
jierefore impartially examine the merits and condndl of 
die Presbyterians upon tl.ofe two great events, and the 
jretenfions to favour which they challenge upon them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church in England 
ander Edward VI. upon Queen Mary's fucceeding to the 
:rown (who reftored Popery), many ProteJIants fled out • 
^f England to efcape the perfecution raifed againfl the 
church, as her brother had left it eflablilhed. Some of 
thefe exiles went to Geneva ; which city had received 
die dodrine of Calvin, and rejeded the government of 
bifhops; with many other refinements. Thefe Englifli 
exiles readily embraced the Geneva fyftem ; and having 
added further improvements of their own, upon Queen 
Mary's death returned to England ; where they preached 
Up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly againft EpifcO" 
facy^ and all rites and ceremonies, however innocent and 
ancient in the church ; building upon this foundation, to 
wm as far as poffible from Popery even in the moft minute 
and indifiPerent circumftances. This fadion, under the 
»ame of Puritan, became very turbulent during the whole 
»cign of Queen Elifabeth, and were always difcou raged 
by that wife Queen, as well as by her two fucceflbrs. 
However, their numbers as well as their infolence and 
l^erfenefs (b far increafcd, that foon after the death of 
King James I. many inftances of their petulancy and 
icunility are to be feen in their pamphlets written for 
feme years after Twhich was a trade they began in the 
^ys of Queen Elifabeth), paiticularly with great rancour 
againft the bifhops, the habits, and the cevcvevoYv\t"^ \ K>o.<3c\. 
Vcre thofe fcundous libels under tVie t\x\c o^ >1V?l\xy?\ ^nV^x- 
frebte, and fereral others. And sAtYiovL^ >^v^ V.^x\ o\ 

Vol. III. Z QXiax^tiCtfi'^ 
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Clarendon tells us, until the year 1 640 (as I remember 
the kingdom was in a fUte of perfe^ peace and happiodi 
^vithout the leafl appearance of thought or deflgn toward 
making arty alterations in religion or government ; yet 
have found by often rummaging for old books in LittI 
}:rirain and Ducklane, a great number of pamphlets prini 
cd from the year 1630 to 1640, full of as bold and iit 
pious railing exprellions againft the lawful power of th 
crov/n, nnd the order of bifhops, as ever were uttcrt 
♦hiring the rebellion or the whole fubfequent tyranny ( 
fl'.at fanatic anarchy. However, I find it manifefl, thj 
PtiviUvi'ifpt did not erc<5l itfclf into a new feparate fpeci< 
/)f religion till fome time .ifter the rebellion bc^an. Fc 
in the httcr times of King James I. and the fonw 
part of his fon, there were feveral Puritan bifhop 
and many Punt an private clerygmen ; while people WK 
4is their inclinations led them to hear preachers of cac 
party in the partfh -churches, for the /^t/r//<7/f clergy hi 
received Epifcopal oriders as well as the reft. But foob ai 
ler the rebellion broke out, the term Puritan gradaall 
dropt, nnd that of Prtshyterian fucceeded ; which feft WJ 
in two or three years cftabliflied in all its forms, by wbi 
tlicy called an ordinance of the Lords and Commons, witl 
out confulting the Xing, who was then at war againft h 
rebels. And from this period the church continued unA 
fierfecuilon, until monarc'hy was reflored in the yci 
J 660. 

In a year or two after we began to hear of a new pan 
•rifcn, and growing in the parliament as well as the arm; 
under the name of hideptndent : it fpread indeed foro 
what more in the latter ; but ret equal with the Presb 
tcrians either in 'Weight or number, until the very time tl 
King was murdered. 

When the King, who was then a prifcner in the ille 
Wight, had made his lafl: conce/lions for a peace to tl 
commiilioners (^ the parliament, who attended him thcrt 
upon their return to London they reported his Majellj 
anfwer in the houfe. Whereupon a number of modera 
jTicmbers, who, as Ludlow fays, had fecured their o\ 
-;terms with .that jviw:^, tcv^i'a'^'g.^A ^N\^\^ ^^ iwqj:?^ ^ct as 
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n a majority in a thin hoiife, for pafling a vote, that 
king's conct^Jfions nuere a groHJid for a J f. lure fettle- 
. But the great officers of the army, joining with the 
itentcd members, came to a refoluiion of excluding all 
who had confented to that vote ; which they exe*^ 
in a miUiary way, Ireton told Fairfax the general, 
id Preshyteriafi, of tliis refolution ; who thereupon 
. his orders for drawing out the army the next morr^ 
md placing guards in \Ve(lmin(ler-hall, the court af 
ftsf and the lobby ; who, in obedience to the General, 
njuniflion with thofe members who had oppofed the 
would let no member enter the houfe except thofe of 
own party. Upon which the queftion for bringing 
.ing to juftice was immediately put, and carried with- 
ppofition that I can find. Then an order was made 
s trial ; the time and place appointed ; , the judges- 
i, of whom Fairfax himfelf was one ; although by* 
ivice or threats of his wife he declined Htting among 
However, by frefh orders under his own hand, 
X I havefentin print, he appointed guards to attend the 
s at the trial, and to keep the cityin quiet ; as he did 
ife to prevent any oppofiiion from, tlie people upoa 
ay of executioi>. 

Dip what I have already deduced ir appears manifcfl', 
:he differences between thofe two fe(51s, Presbyterian 
independent i did not then amount to half fo much as 
there is between a Whig and Tory at prefent among 
The delign of utterly extirpating monarchy and Epi- 
cy was equally the fiune in both : evidently the con- 
nce of the very fame principles, upon which the Pref- 
tans alone began, continued, and would have ended 
J fame events ; if towards the concludon they had not 
bearded by that new party, with v.hom they could 
gree about dividing the fpoil". How'cvcr, they held »% 
Ihare of civil and military employments during the 
2 time of the ufurpation ; and tiitir names, acSlions, 
preferments, are frequent in the accounts of thofe 
. For I make no doubt, that all the prudent Pref 
'uins complied in proper feafons, facing in with the 
11 ; and thereby got that fliare in employments which 

Z 2 \KaM\ 
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many of them held to the reftoration ; and perhaps t 
many of tli^m after. In the fame manner we find our \ 
ild To7ies in both kingdon>s, upon die change of hat 
and meafures at the Queen's death, have endeavoured: 
feveral years by dae compliances to recover the time tl 
hid loft by a temporary obftinacy ; wherein they have ^ 
fucceeded, acording to their degrees of merit ; of wh 
names I could here make honourable mention, if I didi 
fear it might offend their modefty. As to what is alledg 
that fome of the Presbyterians declared openly againfl 
King's murder; I allow it to be true. But from whatr 
tiv'cs ? No other can pofTibly be afligned than perfe<5l fp 
rage, and envy, to find themfelves wormed out of 
power by a new infant-fpawn of Indepeitdents fprung i\ 
their own bowels. It is true, the differences in religi 
tenets between them are very few and trifling ; the cl 
quarrel, as far as I remember, relating to congregational J 
national affemblies. But where-ever intereft or power th 
lit to interfere, it little imports what principles the op; 
lite parties think fit to charge upon each other : for we 
at this day, that the Tories arc more hated by the wb 
fct of zealous IVhigs^ than the very Papijls themfehn 
&nd in effc^ as much unqualified for the fmallefl offi( 
Jthoiigh both thefe parties affert themfelves to be of 
^me religion in all its branches of doflrine and difciplii 
and profcfa the fame loyalty to the flime P rot eft ant K 
and his heirs. 

If the reader would know what became of this In 
fcndent party, upon whom all the mifchief is charged 
their Presbyterian brethren, he may pleafe to obferve, t 
during the whole ufurpation they contended by degices \w 
their piircnt fc<ft, and, as I have already faid, fliared ine 
ployniciits ; and gradually, after the reftoration, ming 
with the mafs of Preshytcriaus ; lying ever fince undill 
guiflicd in the herd of DiJjhUers, 

The Presbyterian merit is of as little weight, wl 
they allcdgc themfelves inftrumental towards the Kir 
redoration. The kingdom grew tired with thofc ridl 
lous models of government : firft, by a houfe of Loids { 
Commons without a King \ then without Biihops ; aft 

wa 
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I'ards by a Rump * and Lords Temporal ; then by a Rump 
Jone ; next by a fingle perfon for life. In conjun(ftion with 
i Council ; by Agitators ; by Major-generals ; by a new 
:ind of Reprefentatives from the three kingdoms ; by the 
Ceepers of the Liberties of England ; with other fchemes 
hat have dipt out of my memory. Cromwell was dead ; 
lis fon Richard, a weak ignorant wretch, who gave np his 
Qonarchy much in the fame manner with the two ufurping 
wings of Brentford f ; the people harafled with taxes and 
ther oppreffions. The king's party, then called the Cava- 
i<rs, began to recover their fpirits. The few nobility fcat- 
ered through the kingdom, who lived in a moft retired 
oannner, obferving the confufion of things, could no longer 
ndure to be ridden by bakers, coblers, brewers, and the 
ike at the head of armies, and plundering every where 
ike French dragoons. The /i«;;//» aflembly grew defpi- 
able to thofe who had raifed them : the city of Londoa 
sfaaufted by almoft twenty years contributing to their 
iwn ruin, declared againft them. The Ruw/>, after ma- 
sy deaths and refurredlipns, was in the mod contemptuous. 
manner kicked out, and burnt in elBgy. The excluded 
members were let in : a free parliament called in as legal a 
Banner as the times would allow ; and the King rcftored. 

The fecond claim of Presbyterian merit is founded up- 
on their Services againfl the dangerous defigns of King 
James II. while that prince was uOng all his endeavours ti> 
introdace Popery^ which he openly profefTed upon his co- 
ming to the crown ; tq this they add their eminent fervi- 
tts at the revdution^inder the Prince of Qrange.. 

Now, the quantum of Presbyterian merit during the 
lour years reign of that weak, bigptted, and ill-advifed 
prince, as well as at the time of the revolution, will 
.caffly be computed by a recourfe to a great number of 
luSories, pamphlets, and public papers, printed in thofe 
times and fome afterwards ; befides the verbal teftimonies 
of many perfons yet alive> who are old enough to have 

• This name was given to that part of the houfe of Commons, 
*Wch remained after the moderate men had been expelled by 
wffitary force. Haivkef 

t Ifl the Rehearfal. Haivkef. 
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known and obferved the Dljfenters condu(fl in that critical. 
period. 

It is agreed, that upon King Charles II/s death, foott 
after his fuccefTor had publicly owned himfelf a Roman C/f 
tholicj he began with his lirlt carefTcs to the church-party j 
from whom having received very cold difcouraging an^ 
fv/ers> he applied to the Presbyterian leaders and teach- 
ers ; being advifed by his priefls and Popijh courtiers, that 
die fafell method towaids introducing his own rcligioB 
would be by taking off the facramental tefl, and giving s 
full liberty of confcience to all religions, (I fuppofe that 
profcficd Chriilianiiy). It feems that the Presbyterians 'm 
the latter years of King Cliarles II. upon account of certaio 
plots (allowed by Hifliop Hurnet to be genuine) had been for 
a, fhort time forbid to hold their conventicles. AVhercup- 
(»n thcfe charitable Chriflians, out of perfe<fl refentroent 
againit the church, received the gracious ofTers of King 
James with the itrongeft profeflions of loyalty, and*higlwft 
acknowledgments for his favour. I have fcen feverai oJ 
their addrelFes, full of thanks and praifcs, with bitter in- 
iinuations of what tlicy had fuffered ; pvatting themfclfcs 
and the Papijis upon the fame foot, as fellow-fufiererJ 
for confcience ; and with the ftyle of our brethren the Ro* 
7na7i Catholics, About this time began the project of rfi^ 
Jctitigf (which hath fince been pradtifed many times wid 
more art and fuccefs), where the principal gentlemen rf tlH 
kingdom were privately catechifed by his Majefty, to knoVj 
whether, if a new pa-rliament were called, they would a- 
gree to pafs an a^ for repealing \\it facr anient al tefi^ anc 
cftablirtiiRg a general liberty of confcience. Birt he rccd* 
yed fo liulc encouragement, that defpairing of fuccefs, hi 
had lecourfe to his difpenfing power,, which the judges ha 
.determined to be part of his prerogative. By colour o 
this determination he preferred feveral Presbyter tans y aw 
m^wy PapiftSt to civil and military employments, VVhii 
the King was tlius bufied, it is well known that Monfieu 
Fagel, the Dutch envoy in Lcfndon, delivered the opinio 
of the Prince and Princefs of Orange^ concerning the re 
peal ot the tefi ; whereof the King had fent an account t 
tiieir HlghnefTes, to know how far they approved of i' 
Tht HiblUnce of their anfwer, as reported by Fagel, ws 

tJiii 
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this, That their Highncjfes thought very *well of a liher* 
fy of cotfclence ; hut by no tiieans of giving employments 
to any other perfons than thofe *who *werc of the rtational 
church. This opinion was confirmed by fcvcral reafons : 
1 cannot be more particular, not having the paper by me, 
although it hath been printed in many accounts of thofe 
times. And thus much every moderate churclims^j would 
perhaps fubiiit to : but to truft any part of the civil power 
in the hands of thofe, whole intercfl, inclination, con- 
fdence, and former pradices have been wholly turned to 
introduce a different fyrtem of religion and government, hath 
very few examples in any Chriftian Hate ; nor any at all io 
Holland, the great patronefs of univerfal toleration. 

Upon the firft intelligence King James received of an in* 
tended invafion by the Prince of Orange, ampng great num- 
bers of i ^apijls to increafe his troops he gave commilfions 
to feveral Presbyterians ; fome of whom had been officers 
under the Rump ; and particularly he placed one Richards, 
a noted Presbyterian, at the head of a regiment, who had 
been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's time, and is of- 
ten mentioned by Ludlow in his memoirs. This regiment 
was raifed in England againfl the Prince of Orange : the 
Colonel made his fon a captain, whom I knew, and who 
was as zealous a Presbyterian as his father. However, at 
the time of the Prince's landing, the father, eafily forefeeing 
how things would go, went over, like many others, to the 
Prince, who continued him in his regiment ; but coming 
over a year or two after, to affift in railing the fiege of 
"Derry, he behaved himfelf fo like either a coward or a 
traitor, that his regiment was taken from him, 

I will now confider the condu«il of the church-party du- 
ring the whole reign of that unfortunate King. They were 
. fo unanimous againft promifing to pafs an ad for repealing 
the ted, and eflablifhing a general liberty of confcience, 
"that the King durfl not truft a parliament ; but encouraged 
by the profeilions of loyalty given him by his Presbyterian 
friends, went on with his difpenfing power. 

The church-clergy at tliat time are allowed to have 
written the beft coJleftion of tradls againfl Popery ^ that e- 
Ver appeared in England ; which sivd to x\\v& ^v>j *\^ "^^ 
highdl cHecm, But} upoa tlie ibiCt^ft. \t\c^\\N ^ \ c^'Oi^ 
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never hear of above one or two papers publifhed by the -j 
Presbyterians at that time upon the fame fubjeft. Seven j 
great Prelates (he of Canterbury among the red) were fent 
to the tower for prefenting a petition, wherein they defired 
to be excufed in not obeying an illegal. command from the 
King. The Bifhop of London, Dr Corapton, was fum- 
moned to anfwer before the coramifHoners for ecclefiaftical 
affairs, for not fufpending Dr Sharp (afterwards Archbifhop 
of York) by the King*s command. If the Presbytemnt 
exprefTed the fame zeal upon any occafion, the inflances of 
it are not, as I can find, left upon record, or tranfmittc^ 
by tradition. The proceedings againft Magdalen college 
in Oxford, for refufing to comply with the King's man- 
date for admitting a profefTed Papiji upon their fouoda* 
tion, are a (landing proof of the courage and firmoefs b 
religion (hewn by that learned fociety to the ruin of their. 
fortunes The Presbyterians know very well, that I 
could prduce many more inflances of the fame kind. Bot 
thele are enough in fo (hort a paper as I intend at prefeot, . 

It is indeed very true, that after King William w» 
fettled on the Engh(h throne, the Presbyterians began to 
appear, and offer their credentials, and demand favoar: 
and the new King having been originally bred a Calviniflf 
was defirous enough to make them eafy (if that would (fat 
it) by a legal toleration ; although in his heart he nerer 
bore much affe<5tion to that feft ; nor defigned to fevour 
them farther than as it (bod with the prefent fcheme of 
politics ; as I have long (ince been afTured by the greateft 
men of Whig principles at that time in England. 

It is like wife true, nor will it be denied, that M^cn Ae ] 
King was pofFefTed of the Englifh crown, and the remain- 1 
der of the quarrel was left to be decided in this kingdom; j 
the Presbyterians wifely chofe to join with the Proteftani-] 
army, rather than with that of King James their old friend, ' 
whofe affairs were then in a manner defperate. They 
were wife enough to know, that this kingdom divided a*. 
gainft itfelf could never prevail againfl the united power 
of England. They fought fro aris et focis ; for their 
cftates and religion ; which latter will never fufTer fb modi 
by the church of England, as by that of Rome, where 
thty are counted Ucx^xi^^ ^ "ti^U ^ wq ; and coDfe^ueot" 
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Jy they have no other game to play. But what merit 
Jheycan build upon having joined with ^Proteftant army, 
ooder a King they acknowledged, to defend their own K- 
>erties and properties againd a Popijh enemy under an ab- 
licated King, is, I confcfs, to me abfoluteiy inconceivc- 
Ue ; and, I bcliei/e, will equally be fo for ever to any 
aibnable man. 

WTien thefe fe»flaries were fevcral years ago making the 
De attempt for abolifhing the ted, many groundlefs re- 
nts were induftrioufly and feafonably fpread of an inva- 
threatened by the pretender on the north of Ireland. 
which time the Presbyterians in their pamphlets ar- 
k1 in a menacing manner, that if the pretender fliould 
ade thofe parts of the kingdom where the numbers 
i eflates of the Di/Tenters chiefly lay, they would (it 
1, and let us figkt our own battles ; fince they were to 
ip DO advantage, which ever fide fhould be vigors. If 
s were the cuurfe they intended to take in fuch a cafe, 
lefire to know, how they could contrive fafely to (land 
uters, otherwife than by a compaft with the pretend' 

and his army to fupport their neutrality, and protect 
em agsdnft the forces of the crown ? This is a neceflary 
ppofition; becaufe they mud otherwife have inevitably 
sen a prey to both. However, by this frank declaration 
icy fufficiently (hewed their good-will, and confirmed 
iie common charge laid at their door, that a Scottifh or 
onhem Presbyterian hates our Epifcopal eftablifhed 
hnrch more than Popery itfelf. And the reafon for this 
wrcd is natural enough ; becaufe it is the church alone 
:hat (bnds in the way between them and power ; which 
Vofery doth not. 

Upon this occa(ion I am in fome doubt, whether the 
political fpreaders of thofe chimerical invafions made a 
Jfldidoas choice in fixing the northern parts of Ireland for 
^t romantic enterprife. Nor can I well underfland the 
^dom of the Presbyterians in countenancing and con- 
iinmng thofe reports ; becaufe it fcems to caft a moft in- 
fcmoas refledlion upon the loyalty and religious principles 
of their whole body : for if there had been any truth in 
Ae matter, the confequence mult have been allowed, 
Ihai \h2 />refe//^er counted upon more aJMl^tvct ^xom Viva 
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father's friends the Presbyterians by chufing to land in 
ihofc very p;irts> where their number, weahh, and powf 
mofl prevailed, raibcr than among thofe of his owb rcfi- 
gion. And therefore in charity lo this feft I rather incUaf. 
to believe, that thofe reports of an invafion were fovmed 
and f,)read by the race of fmall politi(;^ans, in order to d^ 
a fciifonable job. 

As to Popery in general, uhich for a thoufand ycaii 
paft h:ith been introducing and multiplymg corrupdonl 
both in dotSlrine and difeiplinc ; I look upon it to be tint 
mod abfurd fyllem of Chriilianity profefFcd by any natioiJ 
But I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much da^ 
ger from it. The ettates of Papi(U are very few ; cram-' 
bling into fmall parcels, and daily diminifhing ; their coQ^ 
Aion people are funk in poverty, ignorance, and cowardice; 
and of as little confequence as women and chil4reOi 
Their nobility and gentry are at leafb one half ruioedi 
baniftied, or converted : they all foundly fael the finartrf 
what they fufFered in the laft Irifli war : fome of thera art; 
already retired into foreign countfiee ; others, as I am 
told, intend to follow them ; and the red, I bclieie tO' 
a man, who ftill poflefs any Ij^nds, are abfolutely de* 
tcrmined never to hazard them again for the fake of cfla- 
blidiing their fupcrllition. If it hath been thought fit, A 
fome obferve, to abate of the law's rigour againil P^^ 
in this kingdom, I am confident it was done for very vile 
reafons, conHdering the (ituation of affairs abroad at dif* 
fercnt times, and the intereft of the Proteflant religioo ia 
general. And as I do not find the lead fault in this pro- 
ceeding ; fo I do not conceive why a funk, difcarded par- , 
ty, who neither expe<n: nor dcfire any thing more thtoti 
quiet life, fhould under the names of Higk-persy Jaco' ' 
kitest and many other vile appellations, be charged fo 
often in print and at common tables with endeavouring to 
introduce Popery and the pretender i while the Papifts^* 
hor them above all other men on account of feverities a- 
gainft their priefls in her late Majefty's reign, when the 
tioiv disbanded reprobtite party was in power. This I 
was convinced of Ibme years ago by a long journey into 
the fouthern parts ; where I had the curiofity ta fend for 
nuny priefls of the ]jat\ft\e^ \ ^^t^ xVix^^a^h^ and to my 
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fatisfadion found them every ^Vhere abounding io 
Ions of loyalty to the Jate King George ; for which 
ave me the reafons above mentioned ; at the fame 
jmplaining bitterly of the hardfhips they fuffered un- 
; Queen's laji miniflry, 

turn from this digreffion to the modefl demands of 
eshyteriam for a repeal of the facramental teft, as 
rd for their merits at the rejloration and the revoiu^ 
which merits I have fairly reprefented, as well as 
mory would allow me. If I have .committed any 
!s, they muft be of little moment. The fafts and 
al circumllances are what I have obtained and digeft- 
ft reading the hiflories of thofe times written by each 
and many dioufands have done the fame as well as 
► I am fure have in their minds drawn the fame con- 

s is the fci(5lion, and thcfe the men, who are now 
ng their applications, and giving in their bills of me- 
both kingdoms upon two points, which of all others 
lave the lead pretenfions to offer. I have collected 
.fts with all poflible impartiality from the current 
es of thofe times ; and have (hewn, although very 
', .the gradual proceedings of thofe fedtarics, under 
momi nations of Puritans^ Presbyterians, and hide^ 
nff, for about the fpace of an hundred and eighty 
, from the beginning of Queen Elifabeth to this pre- 
ime. But notv/ith (landing all that can be faid, thcfe 
fchifmatics (for fuch they are in temporals as well as 
lals) are now again expe<5ling, foliciting, and demand- 
(not without infinuaied threats, according to their 
m), that the parliament fhould fix them upon an equal 
with the church eftablifhed. I wouW fain know to 
. branch of the legiflature they can have the forehead 
ply. Kot to my Lords the Bifhops ; who mui\ have 
I read how the prcdcceflbrs of this very faction, a(5ting 

the fame principles, drove the whole bench out of 
toufe ; who were then, and hitherto continue, one of 
hree eOates : not to the temporal peers, the fecond of 
:hrec cflates, who muft have heard, that immediately 
• thofe rebellious fanatics had murdered their King, 

voted .a houfe of Lords to be ufelcfe 3Li«iA^'R^xQfv»^ 
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and would let them fit no longer, otherwife than wh«ft 
ele«5led as Commcuiers : not to the houfe of Commow; 
who muft have heard, that in thofe fanatic iimes the 
Presbyterian and hi dependent commanders in the annj 
by military power expelled all the moderate nKn out o! 
the houfe, and left a rump to govern the nation : laftly 
not to the crown ; which thofe very faints deftincd / 
rule the' earth trampled under their feet, and then in col 
blood murdered the blefFcd wearer. 

But the ieflion now approachmg, and a clan of difTentiii 
teachers being come up to town from their northern beac 
quarters, accompanied by many of their elders and ageac 
and fupported by a general contribution to folicit the 
eftablifhmcnt with a capacity of holding all military ; 
wdl as civil employments, I think it high time that tli 
paper fhould fee the light. However, I cannot condn 
without freely confeffing, that if the Presbyterians (bofl 
obtain their ends, I could not be forry to find them mi 
taken in the point, which they have mofl at heart by tl 
repeal of the tejl: I mean the benefit pf eraploymem 
For after all, what afiurance can a Scottifh northern 
fenter bom on Irifh giound hav€, that he fhall be treat 
with as much favour as a TRUE SCOT bom beyood ti 
Tweed ? 

I am ready enough to believe, that all I have faid i 
avail but little. I have the common excufe of other iw 
when I think myfelf bound by all religious and civil tics 
dilcharge my confcience, and to warn my countrymen i 
on tliis important occafion. It is true, the advocates! 
this icheme promife a new world after this blefled we 
fiiall be completed ; that all aniroofity and fa^ion m 
immediately drop ; that the only diftirdion in this kingd 
will then be of Papifl and Protejlant : for as to Wi 
and Toryy high-church and Ityw-church, Jaccbite and h 
voverian, court and country party, EngliJJj and Irijh 
terefts, Diff'enters and Conformifls, new fight and ( 
light, Jnahaptiji and Independent, ^aker and Mu^ 
tonian i they will all meet and jumble together into a p 
fejfl harmony at tlie feflions and affizes, on the bench a 
in the revenues, and upon the whole, in all civil and mili 
ry tf uf b, not excepting ih^ £rea.t councils of the nati( 
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For it IS wifely argued thus : That a kingdom being no more 
than a larger knot of friends met together, it is againfl the 
rules of good manners to fhut any perfon out of the com- 
pany, except the Pi^JyiJis^ who profefs themfelves of ano- 
ther club. 

i am at a lofs to know, what arts the Preshytcrinn fe<5t 
iotends to ufe in convincing the world of their loyalty to 
kingly government, which, (long before the prevalence, or 
£ven the birth of their Independent rivals), as foon as the 
King's forces were overcome, declared their principles to 
be againd monarchy, as well as Epifcopacy and the houfe 
[>f Lords, even until the King was reftored : at which event 
although they were forced to fubmlt to the prefent power, . 
yet I have not heard, that they did ever to this day re- 
nounce any oqe principle, by which their predecefTors then 
afted; yet this they have been challenged to do, or at 
lead to fhew that others have done it for them, by a cer- 
tain * Dodor, who, as I am told, hath much employed 
Ills pen in the like difputes, I own they will be ready 
<aough to infinuate themfelves into any government : but 
if they mean to be honeft and upright, they will and muft 
endeavour by all means, which they (hall think lawful, to 
introduce and eftablifli their own fcheme of religion, as 
neareft approaching to the word of God, by ca(Hng out all 
fuperflitious ceremonies, ecclefialHcal titles, habits, dif- 
tindtions, and fuperiorities, as rags of Popery^ in order 
to a thorough reformation ; and as in charity bound to 
promote the falvation of their countrymen, wifhing with 
St Paul, that the 'whole kingdom nv^re as they are. But 
*hat affurance will they pleafe to give, that when their 
fcftftiall become the national cftabliihed worfhip, they will 
ttcat us Dissenters as we have treated them? Was 
tbis their courfe of proceeding during the dominion of the 
[aints? Were not all the remainders of the Epifcopal 
diurch in thofe days, efpecially the clergy, under a per- 
secution for above a dozen years equal to that of the pri- 
fliitive ChrilHans under Heathen emperors ? That this pro- 
tteding was fuitable to tlieir principles, is known enough ; 
^ fcrmany of their preachers then writ books exprefsly a- 

• The late Pr Tifdd, who died Jvmt \"'2jb. 
Vol, IIL A a ^\^ 
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gainfl allowing any liberty of confcience in a rell 
ditTcicnt from their own ; producing many argum 
to prove that opinion, and among the reft one frequ 
ly infiltcd on ; that allowing fuch a liberty would b 
ejlahlijl? iniquity by a lanu *. Many of thele wridngi 
yet to be fcen ; and I hear have been quoted by the Dt 
above mentioned. 

As to their great obje^ion of proftituting that hoi] 
flitution, the blefTed (acrament, by way of a teft b( 
admittance into any employment; I afk, whether 
rvould not be content to receive it after their onvn i 
r.er for the office of a judge, for that of a commifll 
in the revenue, for a regiment of horfe, or to be a 
Tuftice. I believe they would fcruple it as little, as a 
grace before and after dinner, which they can fay wit 
bending a knee; for as I have been told, their manni 
taking bread and wine in their conventicles is perfoi 
v/ith little more folemnity than at their common m 
Audi therefore, (ince they look upon our pradlice in n 
ving the elements to be idolatrous, they neither can 
ought in confcience to allow us that liberty, otha 
than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like wh 
permitted to the Paplfts, But left we Jhould oj 
thefUy I am ready to change this teft for another ; alth< 
I am afraid, that fan(5tified reafon is by no means the \ 
where the difficulty pinches, and is only offered by 
tended churchmen ; as if ihcy could be content with 
believing, that the impiety and profanation of makiD| 
Tacrament a teft were the only objection, I therefore 
pofe, that before the prefent law be repealed, another 
be ena<5led ; that no man fhall receive any employmeni 
fore he fwears hirafelf to be a true member of the chi 
of Ireland, in dodtrinc and difcipKne, i:c, and that he 
never frequent or communicate with any other forr 
worfliip. If (liall likcwife be further enabled, That v 
ever olfends, <t:c» Ihall be fined five hundred pounds, 
prifoned for a year and a day, and rendered incapabl 
all public trud for ever. Otherwife I do infift, that tl 

• See mnny hundred qnotations to prove this, in the trc 
iCoXXtd^, .S< oXch Pi eibyterian Eloqiience. 
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, indulgent, external profciTors of our national reli- 
(hall either give up that fallacious hypocritical rcafon 
iking off the teft, or freely confcfs, that they defire 
ve a gate wide open few every feci without any ted 
, except that of ftvearing loyalty to the King: which 
ver, confidering their principles with regard to mo- 
y yet unrenounced, might, if they would pleafc to 
deep enough into their own hearts, prove a more Lit- 
ft, than any other that the law hath yet invented, 
r from tlie firfl time that thefc fe^flaries appeared in 
^orld, it hath been always found by their whole pro- 
ngs, that they profefTed an utter hatred to kingly 
nment. 1 can recollc<5l at prefcnt three civil ella- 
nents, where Calvinifts and fome other reformers 
rejected Epifccpacyy poflefs the fupreme power ; and 

are all republics; I mean, Holland, Geneva, and 
efofmed Swifs cantons. I do not fay this in diminu- 
y[ difgrace to commonwealths ; wherein I confefs I 
much altered many opinions under which I was edu- 
, having been led by feme obfervation, long experience, 
I thorough deteflation for the corruptions of mankind: 
luch that I am now juftly liable to the cenfure of 
>es, who complains, that the youth of England iiu- 

ill opinions from reading the hiftorics of ancien; 
ce and Rome, thofe renowned fbenes of liberty anwl 
\ virtue. 

jt as to monarchs, who muft be fuppofed well. to ftudy 
underftand their own intercft ; they will beft conh- 
whether thofe people, who in all their a<5tions, prcacli- 

and writings have openly declared themfelves againft 
I power, are to be fafely placed in an equal degree 
avour and trufl with thofe who have been always 
d the true and only friends to the Eoglifh eflablirfi- 
:. From which confideration, I could have added one 
i article to my new teft, if I had thought it worth my 

have been afTured by fome pcrfons who were prefent, 
feveral of thcfe difTenting teachers, upon their firit 
'al hither to folicit the repeal of the te(l, were plea- 
to exprefs their gratitude by publicly drinking the 
lbs of ctn^n eminent patrons, \\\iOta x\ivj "^\0.^'^^ ^^ 
A. a. 2 ^^^^ 
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Cur fed be their anger, for it nvas fieree ; ant 
f.r it nvas cruel. I \':i!l divide them ii 
fcattcr thsm in IfraeL 



*he ADVANTAGES progofcd by repealing' iim: 
Sacramental Test, impartially, confi- 
dcred. 

Written in the year 17.32; 



tTTHoever writes impartially upon this fubje£t; muft^ 
VV do it not only as a mere fecular man, but as one 
ho is altogether indiiFerent to any particular fyfteni of ' 
hriftianity. And I think, in whatever country that reli- 
on predominates, there is one certain form of worfhip and. 
iremony, which is look€tl upon as the eftablifhed ; and 
)nfequently, only the priefts of that partiailar form are 
aintained at the public charge.; and all civil employments. 
:(lowed among thofe who comply (at Icaft outwardly), 
ith the fame eltabKfhment; 

This method is feiftly obfcrved, even by our neigh- 
)urs the Dutch, who ate confefled to allow the fulleft 
lerty of confcience of. any ChrifHan ftate; and yet are 
;vcr known to admit any perfons intociviLolHceSi who do -- 
)t conform to the legal worfhip.. As to their military 
en, they arc indeed not fo fcrupulous; being by the na- 
re of their government under aneceffity of hiring foreign; 
oops ■■ of whatever religious denomination upon every 
?eat emergency, and^nrdintainingnafmall number in timer 
F peace. . 

This caution therefore of making^ one eftabliftied faith * 
ems to be uoiverfal,- and founded upon the ftrongeft rea- 
►ns, the roiihiken or affe<fted zeal of obftinacy and en-- 
lufiafm braving. prodtJced fuclia- number cf'liorrible de- 
ru<Jtive events throughout all Chriftendom. . FoFwho- 
er begins to think the national worfliip is v/rong in atiy • 
>portant article of pradiceor belief, will,, if *he be feri- 
is,. naturally. have, a zeal to make as many profelytes as . 
• can: and. a- natron may pofTibly have an h!vdrcd dif-- 
rent feds with their fdiders ; every one of wfeich hath» 
' egual.ri^hi 10 plcad^ tiut they. mvdk. ote^^ G od ratVe*.- 
A. a.. 3, '-W-. 
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than man: mufl: cry aloud and /pare- not; m 
their voice like a trumfef. 

This was the very cafe of England during t 
times. And againft alF this there feems to be d 
but that of fupporting one eftablifhed form of dc 
difcipKne ; leaving the reft to a hare liberty of < 
but without any maintenance or encouragement 
public. 

Where-ever this national religion grows fo ci 
is thought to do fo by a very great majority 
people joined to the governing party, whethei 
ienate, orboth» it ought to be changed; providcc 
might be done without blood or confu^on. Yet, 
fuch a change fhaH* be made, fome other eflablifh 
fuccesd, although for the worfe; allowing all < 
that would break the umon, to be only tokrated 
fenfe, thofe who aflltrm that every law which i 
to the law of God; is void in itre]:f, leenv to be 
for many laws in Popljh kingdoms and dates, r 
among the Turks, and perhaps not a few in 01 
tries, are dire<ftly againft the divine laws ; and 
knows, are very far firom. being void in the 
part. 

Thus, for inftance, if the three efFate? of par 
England (whereof the Lords Spiritual, who rej 
churchy are one) (hould agree and obtain^ the re 
»o abolifh Epifcopacy, together with rfie liturgj 
whole frame of the Englifli' churchy ^hurthenji 
gerour^ and contrary to holy firlptur^ ; and ' 
Jytery,. Anahaptlfm, ^akerlfm. Independency 
tonlanifitti Brrywrnftny Fltmllfmy or any other i 
fedk among us, (hould be eftabliftied in its place 
queftioiraH peaceable fubje<n:s ouglit paflJvely \ 
and the predominant fedl mud become the reli 
bliflied^ the public maintaining- no other teacher 
jnitting any perfons of a difJbrent religious profi 
civil offices^ at ka(ti£ their intention be to pn 
nation in ^•;ace. 

Suppofing then^ that the prefent fyftem of reli 
aboliflted'; ^nd Preshytery, which I find ftands. t 
viib its fynods aad dafieS). and all its forms an* 
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aies eScntvjA or circvwnflantial, were eredled into the na- 
tional worfhip : their teachers, and no others, could have 
ADj legal claim to be fupported at the public charge, whe- 
tlier by ftipeods or tithes } and only the reft of the fame 
Eatth to be capable of civil empbyments. 

If there be uny true reafoning in what I have, hid dowDv- 
it fliould feem, that the projed now in agitation for repeal- 
ing the teft-aity and yet leaving the name of an eftablifb^ 
■Kot to- the prefent national church, is altogether incon- 
iiftcnt ; and may admit of confequences, which thofe who 
fire the moft indifferent to any religion at all, are poiIibl}|S 
aot aware o£ 

I prcfiMiie,. whenever the f-^f^ (hall be repealed, whicfe 
•Uiges all men who enter into ofEce under the crown, t» 
itceiye the facrament according to the rites of the church 
•f Ireland ; the way to employments will immediately be 
fcft open to all Dijfentersy (except Paptftt), whofe con- 
iaeDcea can> fuffer them to take the common oaths in fuchi 
cafes- prefcribed ; after which, they are qualified to fill any 
'^ky-flatioft in thU kingdom^ fiom that of chief governor to. 
[u exdfeman.. 

[■ Thus, of the three judges on each bench the firft may 
[fc a Preshyteriatfy the fecond a free-nuill Baptifiy and! 
rAe third % Churchman; tlie Lord Chancellor may be aft 
vhicpendent; the revenues may be managed by feven com- 
faiffioners of as many, different fe^s; and the like of all 
^tther employments : not to mention the ftrong probabi>- 
l^ity,. that tke lawfulnefs of taking oaths may ht- revealed 
,H) the QuakerSi who then will ftand upon as good a foot 
far preferment, as any other loyal fubjedls:. It is obi- 
*ioa» to imagine, under, fudi a. motley adniniftratioo: of af*- 
fiurs, wltat a clafhing there will 'be of iatereit smd inclina.* 
^kn\ yAidX pullings and hawlings backwards and for<^ 
^ards; what a zeal and bias in each religionift to ad*' 
^suice his own tribo,. and deprefs the others. For I fup«- 
FoTe nothing will be readier granted, than that how in_dif* 
fcrent foever moi\ men are itr- faith and nwrals, yet, whe- 
ther out of artifice, natural complexion, or love of con>- 
^radi^on, none are more obftinate in maintaining their 
tkwa opioioos^ and worrying all who diier from tJiem» 

thaa 
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than thofe who publicly (hew the leall fenfe c 
ligion or common honefty. 

As to the latter, Bifhop Burnet tells us, th 
byterians in the fanatic times profeffed theml 
above morality ; which,, ^s we find in ibme c 
tings, was numbered among the beggarly defne\ 
cordingly at this day no fcruples of confdence 
to conformity are, in any tradc.or calling, inco 
the greateft fraud, oppreffion, perjury, or anj 

This brings to my memory a paiTage in M 
a common prolHtute, who, in the ftorming 
when a foldier came up to her chamber and 
lence to her chaftity, rather chofe to venture 
leaping out of the window than fuffer a rap 
continued her trade of kwdnefs, , while fhe. 
ftomers left.. 

1 confefs, that, in my private judgment, : 
permiilion of all fefls whatfoever (except Pa^ 
joy employnKUts Nvould be Icis pernicious to 
than a fair Arugglc between two contenders ; 
the former cafe,.fuch a jumble of principles 
Hy have the efFc(ft of contrary poifons mingle 
which a ftrong conftitution migjit perhaps be a 
lime to furvivc* . 

But however I fhall take the other and n* 
feppofition,. that this battle for employ men 
fought only between the Presbytetiansy and t 
church ^^/ eAablifhed; I fhall not enter int( 
of either fide by examining, which of the twi 
ter fpiritual oecoBomy, . or which is mod fuit( 
vil confHtofiion; but the queilioa turns upon 
when the Presbyterians (hall have got their f 
ployments, (which muft be one full half, c 
Cannot look upon themfelves- as fairly dealt \ 
whether they ought not by their own princip 
the (tri(^e(l rules of confcicnce, to. ufe the utr 
(kill, power, and influence in order to reduo 
kingdom to an uniformity in religion, both as 
and difcipline mod agreeable to the word of Go 
in if .they can fucceed wthout blood, (as unt 
lent difpofitioa of things it is very poffible th 
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3 be hoped they will at laft be fatisfied : only I would 
n them of a few difficulties. The firlt is of compro- 
ag among themfelves that important controverfy about 
o/d light and the ne^ ; which otherwife may after 
elbblifliment fplit them as wide as Paptjl and Proteji- 
, Whig and Tory^ or Churchman and Dijfenter ; and 
Tequently the work will be to begin again : for in re- 
ms quarrels it is of little moment, how few or fmall 
differences are ; efpecially when the difpute is only a- 
t power. Thus the zealous Presbyterians of the North 
nore alienated from theeftablifhed clergy, than from the 
lifh priefts ; taxing the former with idolatrous worlhip, 
Bfguifed PapiJiSi Ceremony-mongersy and many other 
IS of ait ; and this for a very powerful reafon ; becaufe 
dergy ftand in their way, which the Pppijh prieftsMdo 
Thus I am aiTured that the quarrel between old and 
^ light men is managed with more rage and rancour, than 
other difpute of the higheft importance ; and this, be- 
e it ienres to leffen or increafe their feveral congrega- 
I, from whom they receive their contributions. 
mother difficultyn which may imbarrafs the Preshy* 
9ns after their eftablifhment, will be, how to adjuft 
r claim of the kirk*^ independency on the civil power, 
I the conflitution of this monarchy ; a point fo deli- 
f that it hath often filled the heads of great patriots 
I dangerous notions of the church -clergy without the 
I ground of fufpicion. 

\m to the Presbyterians allowing liberty of confcience 
hofe of Epifcopal principles, when their own kirk fhall 
>Kdominant ; their writeis are (b univerfally agreed in 
negative, as well as their pra^ice during Oliver's reign» 
: I believe no reafonable churchman (who muft then be 
^ifenter) will expeft it. 

fhall here take notice, that in the divifion of employ- 
Its among the Presbyterians after this approaching re- 
I of the teft-a^y fuppofing them in proper time to have 
;qual fhare, the odds will be three* or four to one on 
ir fide in any farther fcheme they may have towards 
ibg their religion national. For I reckon all thofe 
demen fent over from England, whatever religion they 
fef» or have been educated io, to be of that i^arty : 
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fmce it is no mark of prudence for any perfons to oppdc 
tfie current of a nation, where they are in fome fort odj 
fojourners ; unlefs they have It in diredicn. 

If there be any maxim in politics not to be controUol 
it maft be the following : That thofe whofe private interd 
is united with the intereft of their country, fuppofing tha 
to be of eq\ial imderftanding with the rell of their neigli 
bours, wiH heartily wi(h, that the nation fhould^ritt 
Out of thefe are indubitably excepted all perfons who at 
fent from another kingdoip to be employed in pjaccsc 
profit or power; becaufe they cannot pofiibly be^r any d 
fetflion to the place where they fojourn, even for life 
their fole bufinefs being to advance themfelves by follow 
ing the advice of their principals. I except I ike wife thoi 
perfons who are taken into offices, although natives < 
the land ; becaufe they are greater gainers while they kee 
their offices, than they could poflSbly be by mending ih 
miferablc condition of their country. 

I except, thirdly i all hopers, who by balancing acconci 
with themfelves turn the fcale on the fame fide ; bccad 
the flrong expectation of a good certain fahry will OQi 
weigh the lofs by bad rents received out of lands iD.iD( 
neylefs times. 

If my Lords the BifRops, who, I hear, are nowemplbj 
ed ill a fcheme for regufating the conduct and mdnteoatK 
of the inferior clergy, Ihall in their wifdom and piety, an 
love of the church, confent to this repeal of the tefi^ I ha' 
not the leaft doubt, that the whole reverend body «il 
chearfully fubrait to their fpiritual fathers ; of whofc pa 
ternal tendernefs for their welfare they have aliready foun 
fo many amazing inftances. 

I am not therefore under the leafl: concern abotttth 
clergy on this account. They will {for fome time) be n 
great fufFerers by this repeal ; becaufe I cannot rccoHei 
among all our feels any one that giveth latitude enbug 
to take the oaths required at an inftitution to a churth-l 
ving; and until that bar (hall be removed, the. prefect I 
pifcopal clergy are fafe for two years. Although it nw 
be thought fomewl[\?Lt un^^Yvx^l, tK^it la the northern part 
where there may be x\\tc^ D^jTentcrs v.^^ c^tv^ CWtc>vwo 
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whole revenue (hall be ingrofled by hira who hath Co 
II a part of thex:ure. 

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage which the 
fenters at prefent lie under, of a difability to receive 
rch -preferments, will be eafily remedied by the repeal 
he teft. For the Dijfenting teachers are under no in- 
acity of accepting civil and military employments ; 
:rein they agree perfedlly with the Popijh clergy ; a- 
ig whom great cardinals and prelates have been com- 
iders of armies, chief minifters, knights of many or- 
s, ambafladors, fecretaries of Ibte, and in moft high 
ces under the crown ; although they aflert the indeli- 
chara^ieVy which no fedaries amopg us <fid ever af- 
le. But, that many, both Presbyterians and Inde* 
dents^ commanders as well as private foldiers, were 
fefled preachers in the time "of their dominion, is allow- 
by all. Cromwell himfelf was a preacher ; and hath 
us one of his fermons in print, exa^ly in the fame 
e and manner with thofe of our modern Presbyterian 
chers : fo was Colonel Howard, Sir George Downing, 
I feveral others whofc names are on record. I can ' 
refore fee no reafon why a painful Presbyterian teacher, 
foon as the ieji fhall b'e repealed, may not be privi- 
ed to hold along with the fpiritual ofiice and (lipend a 
nmiffion in the army or the civil lift in commendarn : 
, as I take it, the church of England is the only body 
Chrtftiansy which in cfFe<5l difqualifies thofe who are 
ployed to preach its <io(5lrine, from fliaring in the civil 
ver, farther than as fenators : yet this was a privilege 
;un in times of Popety^ many hundred years before the 
or7?iation, and woven with the very inftituiion of our 
ited monarchy. 

There is indeed another method, whereby the ftipends 
diflentiag teachers may be raifed, and the farmer much 
ieved ; if it fhould be thought proper to reward a' pco- 
fo deferving, and fo loyal by their principles. Every 
lop upon the vacancy of a church-living can fequefter 
: profits for the ufe of the next incumbent. Upon a 
fe of half a year the donation falls to the archbilhop, 
1 after a full year to the crowin, d\3LTvc\^ -^^-JcWvl. 
before it woald be no hardflu^ Cor a.v\^ ^^^ix^'cwaxv a- 
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//tr, if (in thofe parts of Ireland, where the number oi 
fciflaries much exceeds that of the conformifls) the pro- 
fits, when fcqucdered, might be applied to the fupport 
of the difTcncing teacher, who hath fo many fouls to vHk 
care of: whereby the poor tenants would be much relie- 
¥cd in thofe hard times, and in a better condition to pa} 
their rents. 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, ag 
which a remedy doth not fo readily occur. For fuppo- 
fing the tejl-a^ repealed, and the Diffenters in oifc 
qucncc fully qualified for all fecular employments; tbS 
quelHon may (fill be put, whether thofe of Ireland will be 
often the perfons on whom they Ihall be beftowed; be< 
caufe it is imagined, there may be * another feniinarj n^ 
view, more numerous and more needy ^ as well as moretne^ 
rif/ng, and more cafily contented \vith fuch low offices ; 
which fome nearer neighbours hardly think it worth ilir- 
ring from their chimney -fides to obtain. And, I am toldi 
it is the common pradicc of thofe who arc fkilled in tha 
management of bees, that when they fee a foreigu/wam 
at fome diflance, approaching with an intention to plundei 
their hives, thefc artifts have a trick to divert them intt 
fome neighbouring apiary, there to make what havock the] 
pleafe. This I fliould not have hinted, if I had not know 
it already to have gotten ground in many fufpedling heads 
for it is the peculiar talent of this nation to fee dangers a 
far off: to all which I can only fay, that our native Prf/ 
hyterians muft by pains and induflry raife fuch a fund c 
fucritt as will anfwer to a birth fix degrees more to th 
North. If they cannot arrive at this perfe<5tion, as fcven 
of the eftabli(hed church have compafled by indefatigabl 
pains, I do not well fee how their affairs will much men 
by repealing the teft : for to be qualified by law to accej 
an employment, and yet to be difqualified in fa6l, as it wi 
much increafe the mortification, fo it will withdraw tl 
pity of many among their wellwifhers, and utterly di 
prive them of that merit they have fo long made, of b< 
ing a loyal, true Proiejidnt people, ijperfecuted only f< 
KJigion. 

* Scotland 
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* this happen to be their caf#, they mud wait maturi*- 
ftime; until ^ey cani>y prudent, gentle ileps, make 
' faith become the leHgion eftablifhcd in the nation ; 

* which, I do not in the lead doubt, that they will 
the mod effedtual methods to fecure their power a- 

ft thofc who muft then be Diffentcrs in thtir turn ; 
reof, if we may form a future opinion from prefent 
8, and the difpofitions of Dijfenters^ who love to make 
orough reformation^ the number and qualities will be 
inconfiderable. 

I1U8 I have, whh the utraoft iincerhy, after long think- 
^ven my judgment upon this arduous affair ; but with 
atmoft deference and fubmilBon to public wifdom and 
cr. 
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Queries relating to the Sacrame^ttal T 

Written in the year 17J2. 

-Qu E R Y , ^ T 7 Hcther hatred and violence betwcc 

. VV ties in a ftate be not more inflar 

diflPerent views of intereft, than by the greater 01 

differences between thera either in religiori or govew 

Whether it be any part of the ^ueflion at this 
Which of the two.religions is worfe, Popery ox Fanai 
or not rather. Which of the two (having both th 
good will) is in the Jiopefnlleft condition -to k 
church ? 

Whether the feftaries, whenever they -Gome to j 
will not ruin the church as infaUibly and effedually 
Papijfs ? 

Whether the prevailing fedlaries could allow lib 
confcicnce to Diffhiten without belying all their 
pra<51ice, and almofl all their former writings ? 

Wlu-'ther many hundred thoufand Scotch Prefbj 
,are not full as virulent a gainft the Epifcopal church, 
are ngainfl the Pnpifts ; or as they WQuld have u 
the Ptipijls are againft ihera ? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moft diftinguiflied 
lowing liberty of -Gonfcience, do ever admit ^ny p 
who profefs a different fcheme of worfhip from th< 
into civil employments, although they may be fo; 
the Hiiture of their government to receive mercenary 
o^ all religions ? 

Whether' the Dijfer.ters ever pretended, until 
years, to deftre more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, jf it be true, what a forry .pamphle 
-ferts, who lately writibr repealing the tefty that tl 
/enters in vhis kingdom are equally numerous w 
churchmen, it would not be a neceflary point of pi 
by all proper aiid Jawful means Xo prevent tlieir fun 
creafe ? 
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The great argument given by thofe whom they call 
tu churchmen, to juftify the large tolerations allowed to 
ijfenttrs bath been, that by fuch indulgencies the ran- 
ur of thofe fe^flaries would gradually wear off, many of 
jm would come over to us, and their parlies in a little 
le crumble to nothing. 

J^i<fry, Whether if what the above pamphleteer afTerts, 
\\ the fe;5laries are equal in numbers with conformifls be 
le, it doth not clearly follow, that thofe repeated tole- 
ions have operated directly contrary to what thofe /<?au- 
arch politicians pretended to forefee and expev5t ? 
WTiether any clergyman, however dignified or diflin- 
ifhed, if he think his own profeffion mofl agrec«lb]e to 
ly fcripture and the primitive church, can really wi(h ia 
heart, that all fe^aries (hould be upon an equal foot 
th the churchmen in the point of civil power and emplby- 
:nts ? 

Whether Epifcopacy, which is held by the church to be' 
[ivine and apollolical inflitution, be not a fundamental 
int of religion, particularly in that eiTcnrial one of con-* 
ring holy orders \ 

Whether, by qeccflary confeqctences, the feveral expe- 
tits among the feflaries to conftitute their teachers are 
C abfolutely null and void ? 

Whether the fe^laries will ever agree to accept ordina*- 
D only fr©m bifliops ? 

Whether the bilhops and clergy will be content to give- 
Epifcopacy, as a point indifferent, without which the* 
orch can well fubfiff ? 

Whether that great tcndemefs towards fe<5laries, which 
V {q. much prevails, be chiefly owing to the fears of 
?/^ry, or to that fpirk of Aiheifm, Deifm, Scepticifm, 
d univerfal immorality, whicli all' good men fo much la- 
snt ? 

Granting Popery to have many more errors in religion 
an any one branch of the fedlaries, let us examine the 
lions of both, as they have each affcdled the peace of 
efe kingdoms, with allowance for the (hort time which the 
ftaries had to a<!l in, who are in a manner but of yefter* 
ty. The Papifls in the time of King James II. ufed all 
ideavours to eflablifli their fuperfUtion, whereia theY fail- 
Bb 2 ^^ 
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ed by the united powev^of Eoglifh churca-Proteihnts ln& 
the Prince of Orange's affiftance. But it cannot be affert* 
cd, that thefe bigotted Papifh had the lead defign.to op- 
pofe or murder their King, much lefs to abolifh lungly gio- 
▼ernment ; nor was it their intereft or indinatioD to attempt 
cither. 

On the otiicr fide, the Puritans, who had alipofl from 
the beginning of Queen Elifabeth's reign been a perpetaal 
thorn in the church's fide, joining with the Scotch entboli- 
a(b in the time of King Charles I. were the principal caufe 
of the lri(h rebellion and maffacre, by diftrefEng that prioce« 
and making it impoflible for him to fend over timely foe- 
cour^. And after that pious prince had fatisfied his par- 
liament in every Hngle point to be complained of, the fame 
ferries, by poifoning the minds and's^e^ons of the peo- 
ple with the mofl falfe and wicked reprefentations of tbetr 
king, were able in the compafs of few years to imbroil the 
three nations in a bloody rebellion at the expenfe of maoy 
thoufand lives ; to turn the kingly power into anardiy ; to 
murder their prince in the face of the world, and (in thdr 
own ftyle) to deftroy the church root and branch. 

The account' therefore (lands thus: The Papifts aimed 
at one pernicious a(5t, which was to deftroy the Proteftaat 
religion ; wherein by God*s mercy, and the aiHdance of 
onr glorious King William, they abfolutely failed. The 
ie(5laries" attempted the three mod infernal a^Hons that 
could poOibly enter into the hearts of men forfaken by 
God ; which were, the murder of a moft pious King, the 
deftrudion of the monarchy, and tlie extirpation of the 
church ; and fucceeded in them all. 

Upon which I put the following queries : Whether anj 
of thofe fe^Tarics have ever yet in a folemn public mannei 
renounced any one of thofe principles upon which theii 
predecefTors then adled ? 

Whether, confidering the cruel perfecutions of the Ept- 
fcopal church during the courfe of that horrid rebellion, and 
the confequences of it until the happy redoraticn, it is not 
raanifefl, that the perfecuting fpirit lies fo equally divided 
between the Papifb and the fedtaries, that a feather would 
turn the balance on either iide ? 

And therefore, laftly, W^hether any pcrfon of common 

uciderllanding, 
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idiog, who profefleth himfelf a member of the ' 
(lablifhedy although perhaps with little toward re* 
aoy religion, (which b too often the cafe), if he 
e peace and welfare of his country, can after cool 
rejoice to fee a power placed again in the hands of 
s, fb ambitious, and fo mercilefs a fadtion, to a6t 
:he fame parts a fecond time ? 
her the candour of that expreiHon fo frequent of 
rmons and pamphlets/ of ihtflreftgth and number 
apifls in Ireland, can be juflified ? for as to their 
however great, it is always magnified in propor^ 
le zeal or politics of the fpeaker and writer ; but 
ofs impofition upon common reafon to terrify us 
r ftrength. For Popery, under the circumftances 
this kingdom, althoush it be ofrenflve and incon- 
rnough from the confequences it hath to increafe 
e, floth, and ignorance, as weU as poverty of the 
is not properly dangerous in that fenfc, as fbme 
ave* us take it ; becai^fe it is univerfally hated by 
rty of a different religious profeiTion. It is the 
; of the wife ; the befl topic for clamours of de- 
ten ; but the real terror only of fools. The land* 
h interefl in England far exceeds that among us, 
TQportion to the wealth and extent of each king- 
The little that remains here is daily dropping into 
t hands by purchafe or defcent : and that a^Tedl- 
aint of counterfeit converts will fall with the caufe 
lalf a generation, unlefs it be raifed or kept alive 
Inual fund of merit and eloquence. The Papifis 
ly difarmed : they have neither courage, leaders, 
}r inclinations to rebel : they want every advan^ 
:h they formerly pofieffed, to follow that trade ; 
ein even with thofe advantages they always raif 
they appear very eafy and fatisfied under that con- 
which they enjoyed during the whole laft reign ; 
fcrupled to repfoach another party, under which 
end to have fuffered fo much feverity. 
:hefe confiderations I mud confefs to have fufpend^ 
of my pity towards the great dreaders of Pope- 
ly of y/hopi .appear- to be hale, ftrong, aftive, 
;d ; whO| as I am told, eat^ drink> -and deep 
5 b 3 Vkwv\^ % 
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bearufy ; and are very chearful (as they have cxcecdipg ^ 
good reafon) upon all other fubjeAs. However, I caonoc 
too much com mend the generous concern which cor neigh- 
bours, and others who come from the fame neighbourhood, 
are fo kind to exprefs for us upon this account ; although 
the former be farther removed from the danger of Popery 
by twenty leagues of fak water : but this, 1 fear, is a 
digreffion. 

When an artificial report was raifed here many year* 
ago of an intended invalion by ih^ pretender, (which blew 
over aJtcr it had done its office), the Dijfenters argued ill 
their talk and in their pamphlets after this manner, ap- 
plying themfelvcs to thofe of the church : Gentlemen, if 
the ptctendtr had landed, as the law now flands, vc 
duifl not alfi'l- you; and therefore, unlefs you take ofl 
the tcfl, whenever you lliall happen to be invaded in ear« 
red. if we are defired to take up arms in your defence; 
our anfwer fhall be. Pray, Gentlemen, fight your outi bat- 
tles ; we will lie by quietly ; conquer your enemies b] 
yoiirfelvcs, if you can ; we will not do your drudgery 
This way of rcafoning I have heard from feveral of thei 
chiefs and abettors In an hundred convevfations; and bar 
read it in twenty pamphlets-: and I am confident it wij 
be ofTered again, if the projcft (hould fail to take off th 

Upon which piece of oratory and reasoning I form th 
fl)llowing query. Whether in cafe of an invafion- frm 
the pretender (which is not quite fo probable as from tt 
Grand Siguior) ihe DiJJenters can with prudence and fafet 
offer the iame pica ; except they fliall' have made a pn 
vious fiipiilation with the invaders ? And whether the h 
freedom of their religion and trade, their lives-, propc 
ties, wives and children, aie not^ and have not alwa; 
been reckoned, fufficient morives for repelling invafion! 
efpccially in cur fedarics, who call themfclves the trm 
Prciejh.r.ts by virtue oi their pretended or real'fiercem 
a;;.nnit Popery P 

Whether omitting- or ncglcdling to celebrate the d 
of the martyrdom of the blcfled King Charles II injcin 
by ad of parliament, can be juflly reckoned a particul 
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Whether in thofe charches where the faid day is ob» 
ared, it will fully anfwer the intent of the faid aft, if 
it preacher (hall commend, excufe, palliate, or extenu* 
re the murder of that royal martyr ; and place the guilt 
f that horrid rebellion with all its confequences, the fol- 
)wing ufurpations, the entire deftruftion of the church, 
lie cruel and continual perfecutions of thofe who could be 
ifcovered to profefs its ddflrines, with the enfuing Babel 
f Fanatidfm, to the account of that blefled King, who, 
»y granting the petition of right, and palling e^ery bill that 
ould be afked for the fecurity of the fubjeft, had, by the 
nnfeflion of thofe wicked men before the war began, left 
hem nothing more to demand ? 

Whether fuch a preacher as I have named, (whefeof 
here have been more than one, not many years paft, even 
n the prefence of viceroys), who takes that courfe as a 
neans for promotion, may not be thought to ftep a little 
out of the common road in a monarchy where the defcen- 
dcnts of that mod blefled martyr have reigned to this 
day ? 

1 ground the reafon of making thefe queries on the title 
Uf the aft ; to which I refer the reader. 



Reasoh9» 



Reasons humbly offered to die parliame 
Ireland for repealing the Sacrame^ 
Test, in favour of the Catholics 

Written in the year 1732. 



IT is well known, that the firft conquerors of thi 
dom were Englifh Catholics ^ (ubjeds to \ 
Catholic kings, from whom by their vdour and 
they obtained large portions of land, given them a 
waWI for their many viAories over the Iri(h : to whi 
fit our brethren the diflenters of any denomination y 
ever have not the lead pretenfions. 



' * In the years 1 732 and 1 733, an attempt was made for r 
the te^-aS hi Ireland, introductory of a Hke attempt in I 
The various arguments for it were anfwered in ever^ 
but no way more effectually, than by examining what ] 
the Prefbyterians had to ihare in all the privileges of govc 
dther from their own principles and behaviour, or o 
wth thofe of other feCtarics. Under the former head th 
fully filenced by our author, in The Prejbytertans plea ofi 
parlially examined [above, p. 268]. They are now put ir 
lance with Papifts, whom although they have fometimc 
thdr brethren in adveriity, yet, when placed in competitii 
will hate as brethren likewife. But let them here difp 
preference, and then put in their claim to be a part of 1 
blifliment. Dub. edit, 1735. 

The author having before examined the Prelbyterian; 
merit, with refpedt to their own principles and praC^ces 
this traCt put them in the balance againft Papifts. Htnvk 
This traCt is written under the aflumed character of j 
Catholic ; by which means the author attacks his adi 
with a great advantage. He freely acknowledges the fc 
trocious crimes of the Papifts ; but at the fame time 
them fo Ikilfully, that, from that very acknowledgm 



ROMAN CATHOLICS REASONS, &c. 301 

It is confefled, that tho pofterity of thofe firft vi^lorious 
tbolics were often forced to rife in their own defence 
unft new colonies from England, who treated them iike 
xe native Iri(h with innumerable oppreifionsj depriving 
90 of their lands, and driving them by force of arms 

the mod defolate parts of the kingdom ; till in the 
Kt generation the children of thefe tyrants were ufed 
the fame manner by new Englifh adventurers, which 
i^tice continued for many centuries. But it is agreed ^ 
all hands, that no infurredtions were ever made> except 
cr great oppreifions by frefh invaders. Whereas all the 
ttllions of Puritans f Presbyter tans ^ Independents^ and 
ler fedburies, condantly began before any provocations 
re given, except that they were not fuffered to change 

1 government in (;hurch and ilate, and feize both into 
ar own hands ; which however at lafl they did with the 
irder of their king, and of many thoufands of his bed 
ijeds. 

The Catholics were always defenders of monarchy, as 
Dftituted in thefe kingdoms ; whereas our brethren the . 
Ifentcrs were always republicans both in principle and 
ifiice. 

Ic is well known, that all the Catholics of thefe king- . 
Italy both priefls and laity, are true Whigs, in the bed 
il Aioft proper fcnle of the word; bearing as well in 
ar hearts, as in their outward profeflion, an entire loy- 
tjr to the Royal houfe of Hanover, in the perfon and po- 
»ity of George II. againfl the pretender and all his ad-. 
tenti. To which they think thcmfelves bound in grati- 
ide as well as confcience, by the lenity wherewith they 
ne been treated (ince the death of Queen Anne> fo dif- 
icnt from what they fuffered in the four lad years of that 

Hbles himfetf to aim the heavier blows at the Prefbytcrians^ 
/ptngraph extra^ed from the painphlet will exemplify my 
noing. [Here the particular pafifage is quoted, beginning thus» ' 
Wk allow the CatMics to be bretl)ren of the Diffcntcrii" 

t. p, 304. L 14. cncting /. 37-] The grcateft art, and 

le keeneft flrokes of irony, difphy themfelves throughout the 
bole compofition : and the conclufion of it is drawn up with 
Bdztnre of lerious and ironical arguments that feei9 to defy all - 
odsof rcfatation. Orrery. . 
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princefs, during the adminidration of that ivicked mim 
the Earl of Ojdford. 

The Catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, that t 
have at lead as fair a title as any of their brother Dif 
tcrs to the appellation of Proteftants, They have al« 
protefted, againft the felling, dethroning, or murdering t 
kings ; againd the ufurpations and avarice of the cour 
Rome ; againil Deifm^ Atheifniy Soctnianlfm^ ^uaken 
MuggletomanifiH^ Faiiatkifm^ Bronunlfmy as well as agj 
all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. Whereas 
title of Protcftants aflumed by the whole herd of Dil 
xtxi (except ourfelves) dependeth entirely upon their ^ 
^kA^^S ^g^^^lft archbijhops^ hijloops^ deans and chafi 
ivith their revenues ; and the ivhole hierarchy ; which 
the very expreffions ufed in the Solefnn League and C 
nant *, where the word Popery is only mentioned ac 
vfdiam; becaufe the Catholics agree with the Epifc 
church in thofe fundamentals. . . 

Although the Catholics cannot deny, that in the % 
rebellion againft King Chrles I. more foldiers of theii 
ligion were in the parliament-afmy than in his Maje 
troops ; and that many Jefuits and Friers went aboi 
the difguife of Presbyterian and Independent minifter 
preach up rebellion, as the beft hiftorians of thofe t 
inform us; yet the bulk of Catholics in both kingdoms 
ferved their loyalty entire. 

The Catholics have fome reafon to think it a little 1 
when their enemies will not pleafe to diftinguiOi bet 
the rebellious riot committed by that brutal roffiai 
Phelim O Neal with his tumultuous crew of rabble, 
the forces raifed afterwards by the Catholic lords and 
tlemen of the Englifh pale in defence of the King, 
the EngliOi rebellion began. . It is well known, tha 
Majefty's affairs were in .great diftra<5lion fome time b 
by an invalion of the covenanting^ Scottifh, kirk n 

• A folemn league and covenant entered into betwecr 
Scots and Englifli fanatics in therebellicin againft King Chaj 
1643, by which they folemnly engaged among other, things, 
endeavour the CHtripation of Prelacy, that is, church go 
ment by archbilhcps, bifhops, deans, arcbdeans, and all 
Ei^ko^^X ofSccTS depending otv Uut hieTarchy.'' Haiukef, 
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le bafe terms the King was forced to accept, that 
bt be kept in quiet at a junfture when he was e- 
• threatened at home by that fanatic party, which 
r fet all in a flame. And if the Catholic army in 
ought for their king againft the forces fent over 
tarliament then in adual rebellion againfl him^ 
!bn of loyal principles can be fo partial to deny, 

did their duty by joining with the Marquis of 
md other commanders, who bore their conimiffions 
King ? for which grealftaombers of them loft theip 

forfeited their eftates ; a great part of the latter 
91 poflelTed by many defcendents from thofe very 

had drawn their fwords in the fervice of iY\ax 
; parliament which cut off his head, and deftroyed 
f. And what is more amazing, although the 
bns, when the Irifli were entirely fubdued, con- 
power under the rump^ were chief confidents, 

iful fubje^s to Cromwell, yet being wife enough 
e a reftoraiiotiy they feized the forts and caftles 
jf the hands of their old brethren in rebellion^ for 
e of the King ; juftfaving the tide, and putting in a 
nerit fufficient not only to preferve the land which 
tlics loft by their loyalty, but likewife to preferve 

1 and military employments, or be higher ad- 

infurre^ions wherewith the Catholics are char- 
n tlie beginning of the feventeenth century to the 
glifli rebellion, were occafioned by many oppref- 
,r lay under. They had no intention to introduce 
ligion, but to enjoy the liberty of preferving the 

very fame which their anceftors profeffed frotn 

that Chrijlianity was firft introduced into thiis 
/hich was by Catholics ; but whether mingled 
ruptions, as fbme pretend, doth not belong to the 

They had no defign to change the government.; 
er attempted to fight againft, to imprifon, to be- 
fell, to bring to a trial, or to murder their king, 
fmatics a£led by a fpirit directly contrary ; they 

a fohinn league and covenant to alter the whole 
f fpiritual government eftablifhcd in- all Chriftian 
and of apoftolic inftitution ; concluding the tra- 
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gedy with the murder of the King in cold blood, and opoi| 
mature deliberation ; at the fame time changing the mo- 
narchy into a commonwealth. | 

The Catholics of Ireland in the great rebellion loft their^ 
cftates for fighting in defence of their King. The fdif- 
matics, who cut off the father's head, forced the foo t8 
fly for his life, and overturned the whole ancient frame flf 
government, religious and civil ; obtained grants of thob 
very eflates which the Catholics loft in defence of the an* 
dent conftitution, many t>f which eftates are at this da)[ 
poiTefTed by the poflerity of thole fchifmatics : and tfad 
they gained by their rebellion^ what the Catholics loft by 
their loyalty. 

We allow the Catholics to be hrethren of the Diffeft- 
ters ; fome people indeed (which we cannot allow) wooU 
have them to be our children, becaufe nue both diffini 
from the church eftabliftied, and both agree in aboli(lun( 
this perlecuting (acramental teil ; by which negative ^ 
couragement we are both rendered incapable of cifil m 
military employments. However, we cannot but wonde 
at the bold familiarity of thefe fchifmatics in calliDg tb 
members of the national church their brethren andy^/ISn 
Proteftants, It is true, that all thefe feds (except th 
Catholics) are hrethren to each other in fa^ion, ignorance 
iniquity, perverfenefs, pride, and (if we except the ^M 
kers) in rebellion. But how the churchmen can be ftylei 
xhtix fellonu Proteftants^ we cannot comprehend : becanfi 
when the whole Babel of fe^laries joined againft the cburdi 
the King, and the nobility for twenty years in a matci 
ATFooT-BALL, wherc the proyerb exprelsly tells w 
that <7//tfr^ fellows; while the three kingdoms wer 
toffed to and fro, the churches, and cities, and royal pahoe 
(battered to pieces by their halls^ their buffets^ and thd 
kicks \ the vigors would allow no move fellows A* 
foot-ball; but murdered, fequeftered, plundered, ' de 
prived, baoiftied to the plantations, or inilaved all their op 
pofers who had loft the game. 

It is faid the world is governed by opinion ; and polid 
cians afTure us, that all ^owcr is founded thereupon 
Wherefore, as a\\ \\umw\ cteaxut^ ^\^ IwA Vi ^^ic»S!« 
of their owa op\m^«« ^^li t^ ia>aiS^ ^q& tcisst^^ 'va^'^ 



iR REPEALING THE TEST. 3^5 

are abfurd, ridiculous, or of little moment ; it 
)w, that they are cqwdly fond of power. But 
IS are maintained with fo much obftinacy as thofe 
I, efpecially by fuch zealots, who never bore the 
rd to religion, confcience, honour, juftice, truth, 
• common morality farther than in outward ap- 

under the mafk of hypocrify to promote their 

deligns. And therefore BiflK)p Burnet, one of 
les, tells us honeftlyr that xh.^ faints of thofe fa- 
s pronounced themfelves above morality ; which 
3ned among beggarly elements ; but the meaning 
two laft words thus applied we confefs to be a- 
underdanding. 

thofe kingdoms aisd dates which (kfl embraced 
lation, England appears to have received It in the 
lar way ; where it was introduced in a peaceable 
>y the fupre^ic power of a King * and the three 
parliament; to which, as the higheft Jegiflativc 
all fubje^s are bound paffiveiy to (ubmit. Neither 

much biood fhed on fo great a diange of reli- 
t a conCderable number of Lords, and other per- 
uality through the kingdom, dill continued in 
faith, and were, notwidiflanding their di£rerence 
1, employed in offices civil as weH as niititary, 
jfs in every reign, until the teft-aA in the time of 
■jes 11. However, from the time of the reforma- 
number of Catholics gradually and confJderably 

So that ia the reign of King Charles I. Eng- 
ne in a great degree a Proteflant kingdom, with- 
g the fe<^aTies into the number; the legality 
with refpe(5t to human laws, the Catholics never 
but the Puritans, and otlicr fchiAnatics, with- 
a(l pretence to any fuch authority, by an open 
ieftroyed that legai reformation, as we tibferved 
ordered their King,^ and dianged -the monarchy 
ublic. It is therefore not to be wondered at, if 
Ucsy in foch a Babel of religions, chofe to adhere 
•wn faith Adt them hy their anceflors, rather 

♦ Henry VIII. 
[XL C c tha5\ 
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than feek for a better among a rabble of hypocritical, ri 
bcllious, deluding knaves or deluded enthufiails. 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion I 
changed by the fupreme legiflative power, we" cannot di 
pute the human legality of fuch a change. Bat we hun 
'bly conceive, ihatif any confiderable party of men whi( 
differs from an eflablimment, either old or new, cand 
ferve liberty of confcience, it ought to confift of the 
who for want of convidlion, or of right underftanding tl 
merits of each caufe, conceive themfelves bound in co 
fcience to adhere to the religion of their anceftors; t 
caufe they are of all others lead likely to be authors 
innovations either in church or ftate. 

On the other fidfi, if the reformation of religion 
founded upon rebellion againd the King, without wh< 
confent, by the nature of our conftitution, no law can pal 
if this reformation be introduced by>only one of the thi 
eHates, I mean the commons, and not by one half ev 
of thofe commons, and this by the affiftance of a rebi 
(ious army ; again, if this reformation were carried on I 
the cxclulion of nobles both lay and fpiritual, (who co 
flitute tte other part of the three eftates), by the nrard 
of their King, aikt by abolifhing the whole fydem of g 
vernment ; the Catholicr cannot fee why the fucceflbrs 
thofe fchifmatics, who are univerfally accufed by all m 
ties except themfelves, and a few infamous abettorsjw 
flill retaining the fame principles in religion and go?cr 
mcnt, under which their predecefTors a6led, fhould pr 
tend to a better fhare of civil or military truft, profit, ai 
power, than the Catholics, who during all that period, 
tweiiiy years were continually perfecuted with the utm( 
feverity, merely on account of their loyalty and confta 
adherence to kingly power. 

We now come to thofe arguments for repealing the f 
cramental teft, which equally afre<5t the Catholics^ ai 
their brethren the DifTenters. 

Firftt we agree with our fellow-difTenters, that*/r 
fecution merely for co7ifcience-fake is againjl the gem 
of the go/pel. And fo likewife is any lanv for deprivi> 

♦ Vid. Reafons fot t\ve TCY>t:\o^\\:.t^^^"^^3KveuuT teft. 
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wien of their natural and civil rights ^ nuhich they claim 
^s men. We are alfo ready enough to allow, that the 
/malleft negative difcourt^ements for uniformitfs fake 
^re fo many perfecutions , Becaufe it cannot be denied, 
that the fcratch of a pin is in fome degree a real wounds 
as much as a (lab through the 'heart. In like manner, an" 
incapacity by law for any man to be ma<!e a judge, a co- 
lonel, or juiVice of the peace, merely on a point of con- 
fiience, is a negative difcouragement ^ and, confequently, 
a real perfecution : for in this cafe, the author of the 
pamphlet *^uoted in the * margin puts a very pertinent 
tAod powerful queftion : Jf God he the fole Lord of the 
confciencCy ivl:y fJ^ld the rights of confcience he fnhje^ 
to human jurifdi^ioh ? Now to apply this to iht Catholics ; 
the belief of tranfubftantiation // a matter purely of reli- 
ikn and confciejice^ ii-hich doth not affedi the political in^ 
iereji offociety, as fuck: therefore^ 'why fhould the rights 
jfconfciencey nuhereof God // the fole Lord, be fubjeii to. 
hman jurifdidion? And why fhould God be deprived of 
^is right over a Catholic's confcience, any more than over 
4at of any other Diflenter ? 

, And whereas another author among our brethren the: 
pifTemers hath very juftly complained, that by this per- 
bniting teft-a(fl great numbers of true P rot eft ants have 
^n forced to leave the kingdom and fly to the planta- 
iolil^ rather than ftay here branded with an incapacity for 
5vif and military employments ; we do adirm, that the 
Zatholics can bring many more inftances of the fame kind ;. 
bmc thoufands of their religion having been forced by 
lie iacramental teft to retire into other countries, rather. 
fluBklive here under the incapacity of wearing fwards, fit- 
il^ in parliament, and getting that (hare of pow^r and 
profit which belong to them as fellonu Chriftians^ where-- 
of they are deprived merely upon account of confcience ^. 
nahich fweuld not allo^ ihem to take the facrament after 
the manner prefcribed in the liturgy^ Hence it clearly 
follows in the words of the fame author f , That if ive' 
Catholics are incapable $f employments, *we are puniftoed 

• Vid. Reafons for the repeal of the facramental teft. 
t See Reafons againft the teft. 

G C. 2 for 
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for omr dljfent^ that hf for our conference, 'ojhtcb *wM 
turns upon political confderations. 

The Cat holies are wilfing to acknowledge the King's ft 
premacy, whenever their brethren the DiiTenters Iha 
pleafe to (hew them an exaipple. 
• Further, the /lat holies^ whenever their reli^on flu 
come to be the national eftablifhcd faith, are willing to oi 
dcrgo the fame tejl oflPered by the author already quoto 
His words are thde : To end this debate^, by putting it aj 
on a foot ivbicb I hope nx)ill appear to every impartial ft 
fin a fair and equitable on^ : nve Catholics propofe, md 
fubmijpon to the proper judges, that effe6iual fecuri^ 
taken againjl perfecution by obliging aU nvho are admtU 
into places of power and truft, •whatever their religio 
profeffion be, in the moft foletnn manner to difclaim perj 
cuting principles. It is hoped the public will take noO 
of thefe words ; nuhatever their reiigioas profe§ion k 
which plainly include the Catholics ; and for whidi ve r 
turn thanks to our dijfenting brethren. 

And whereas it is objedled by thofe of the eftabliih 
ckttn^, that if the fchifmatics and fanatics were once p 
imo a capacity of pofTelHng civil and military employmeol 
they would never be at eafe, till they had raifed their ov 
way of worfliip into the national religion through all ii 
Majcfty's dominions, equal with the true orthodox SeotHi 
kirk; which when they had once brought to pafs,^ 
would no more allow liberty of confcience to £pifbop 
dilFencers, then they did in the time of the great Englil 
rebellion, and in the fucceeding fanatic anarchy, till th 
King was reftored. There is another very learned fcbiJ 
matical pamphleteer *, who, in anfwer to a malignlilt] 
btl called, The Presbyterians plea of tnerit, isc. dein 
wipes off this afperfion, by aifuring all Epifcopal Proteftaoi 
of the prefent diurch upon his own word, and to his o« 
knowledge, that our brethren the Difienters will never ol 
fcr at fuch an attenpt. In like manner the Catholics^ whc 
legally required, will openly declare upon their nvords an 
honours^ that as foon as their negative difcnuragements an 
xhtvc perfecution fhall be removed by repealing the (acra 

* VUidicaX\ot\ ol xV^t PYOt<:ft:itvt Diffenters, 
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ital teft, they will leave it entirely to the merits of the 
^Biafe, whether the kingdom fluJl dunk fit to make their 
&th the eftabliftied religioB or not. 

And again, whereas our Presbyterian brethren in many 
«f their pamphleu take mtKh ofience, that the great rebel-* 
Son IB £ngland, the murder of- the. King,> with thie entire 
change of religion aBd^o?erDmeat» are perpetually obje^ 
•d againft them both in aad out -orfeaA>n. by our commoa 
CMniy the prerent<CU)nformifts ; we do declare in the de^ 
^ftnoeof our faid bre^ien, that the reproach aforefaid it^ 
^mMnmm ^uMhre^dbare canti which they always dif*- 
.duMd to Qufwer t and I very well remember, that having 
iMe 4ol4- a certain <2onfoTmi(l, how much I wondered to 
Itoir him aad Mk tribe dwelling perpptualiy on £> beaten a 
ftfcjift ; he was pleafed to divert the difcourfe with a fool- 
Mi -flory^ which I. cannot forbear telling to hit difgrace. . 
8t fiud, dure was a d^rgyman in Yorkihtre, who for fif*- 
tKO vean together preached ever3rSQaday againft drunks 
soaefi: whereat the parishioners being much offended^ 
M^Iained to the Archbifhop.; who having fent for the: 
dirgyman, and fevercly^ reprimanded hios^ the miniAcr liad> 
I to better an anfwer, than by confefliog thie hSi ; . adding, , 
ihic all the parilh were drunkards:; that he defired to re- 
daina them from one vice, before he would begin uponan-* 
st^ ; and fince they (Kll continued to be as great drunk- 
tijp^ before, he refolved to go 00, except his Grace would 
%i£t to forbid him • 
We are very fenfiblehbw hbavy an accufation lieth up-- 
dM Catholics of Ireland ; that fome years before King . 
II; was redored, when- theirs and the King's for- 
^otirely reduced, and the kingdom declared by 
itump to be fettled ; after all his Majedy -s generals - 
wtrc forced to fly to France, or other countries, the heads 
of the.iaid Catholics who remained here in an inflarcd coo* 
dition, joined to fend an invitation^ to the Duke of Lor- 
nua ; engaging, upon his appearing here with his forces, . 
to deliver up the whole ifland to his power, and declare him 
tbeir fovereign ; which after the rdtoration ^-as proved 
againfl them by Dean t^oylc, fincc Primate, who- produced \ 
the very original inftrnment at the board. The Catholics 
freely acknowledge the fai5t to betiue-, ax.^^x.xiift^^sBwt' 
C c 3 vccaRi 
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time appeal to all the worid, whether a wifer, a bett 
a more honourable, or a more juiiiiiable projedl could h 
been thought of They were then reduced to flavery ; 
beggary by the Englifh rebels, many ihoufands of tl 
murdered, the reft deprived of their eftates, and drivei 
live on a fmall pittance in the wilds of Connaught ; ; 
drae when either the Rump or Cromwell abfolutely gow 
ed the three kingdoms. And the queftion will turn n 
this, whether the Catholics, deprived of all their j 
feffions, governed with a rod of iron, and in utter del 
of ever feeing the monarchy reftored, for the preferva 
of which they had fuflPered fo much, were to be blai 
for calling in a foreign prince of their own religion, ^ 
bad a confiderable army to fupport them, rather than i 
nit 10 & infiunous an ufurper as Cromwell, or fuc 
bloody and ignominious conventicle as the Rump ? Ai 
have often heard not only our friends the Difienten, 
even our common enemy the Conformifts, who are coff 
lant in the hiftory of thofe times, freely confefs, that, < 
lidering the miferable* fituation the Irifh were then in, \ 
'oould not have thought of a braver or more virtuoQS 
t«mpt ; by which they might have been inftrumentsi of 
ftoring the lawful monarch, at lead to the recovery of £ 
land and Scotland, from thofe betrayers, and feUerSy 
murderers of his royal father. 

To conclude, whereas the kd-quoted author coiri^ 
very heavily and frequently of a brand that lies Q 
them, it is a great miftake : for the firft original Bt^ 
hath been long taken ofif; only we confefs the fear 
probably remain, and be vifible for ever to thofe who kj 
the principles by which they a<5led, and until thofe princi 
fhall be openly renounced ; elfe it muft continue to all 
nerations,. like the mark fet upon Cain, which fome 
thors fay defcended to all his pofterity ; or like thcRoi 
nofe and Auftrian lip, or like the long bag of flefh hj 
ing down from the gills of the people in Piedmont, 
as for any brands fixed on fchifmatics for feveral years j 
they have been ail made with cold iron ; like thieves ' 
by the benefit of the clergy are condemned t( 
only burned in the hand ; but efcape the pain and the n 
hy being in fc^ mh xh^ ^mlo**. Which advantage 
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matical teachers will never want, who, as we are af- 
1, and of which there is a very frejh inftance, have 
buls, and bodies, andrpurfes of their people a hundiifid 
J more at their mercy, than the Catholic priefts could 
pretend to. 

herefore, upon the whole, i}^^ Catholics do humbly 
ion ('without the leafi injinuation of threatening)^ that 
this favourable jundlure their incapacity for civil and 
ary employments may be wholly taken off, for the 
fame reafons (beficles others more cogent) that are 
offered by their brethren the Dijfenters. 



your petitioners^ as in duty boundy fhaO. iver.fHl^ 



bfiji, Novii733r, 



faiscontroverfy the author was «guavi<£korlOj]s, for the tej^ 



Some 



Some REASONS agaihfttKe b ill for (etdingtb? 
tithe of Hemp J Flax, &c.. by a tmdus ♦. 



TH£ dergy did Ihtle 99cpea to h^»v(; any- caule c 
compUint agamft tin preiept houTe of ComnKm 
vho in the laft foiEoDS were pkaftd to throw gut a bill 
fent them from th« Lordsi wtiicb that Revereod Wy a 
prebended would be very injurious- to them» if it ^ 
into a law; aixi who iatbe prefent (efHons defeated il 
arti and endea?ours q{ fihifmat'iQs to repeal }^ fact 

For although it. hath been allowed on^ alt handi» 4 
tiie former of tbofe bills might by ks neceflary confeqoe 
ces be very difpleafing to the hy gentlemen of' the kin 
dom . for many.reafons purely fecular ; . and that ■ this 1 
attempt for repealing the teft did much more a0ed a^pi 
lent the temporal . interefl, than the fpirttual; yet \ 
whole body- of the lower clergy have, upon both tb 
occaiions, expreiTed equal gratitude to that luMKMiral 
faoofe for their juflice and fteadioefs, as if the.cleigy ak 
«ere to receive the benefit « 

It mud needs be therefore^ ' great addilum totht'd 
gy's grief, that fuch an alTembly as tt|e prefent houle 
Commons fhould now»^. with an expedition more d 
ufual» agree to a bill for^enoouragiog the linen auurafiid 
with a clauie, whereby the church is to loie two para 
three of the legal tithe in flax and hemp^ 

♦ Many eminent xlcrgymcn who oppofed this fcheme'Sppliei 
Dr Swift to write againft it, which he readily confented to b 
their giving him fome bints; and twe-days after, the foUov 
realbn»^ere prefented to. feveral members of parliament,, wl 
had fi) good an effect that th e bill was d ropped, Htrwhf. 

This pamphlet is entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. 
1 cannot avoid obfervirtg in it, a greater fund of calmnefs, n- 
lefs degree of fpirif, than iri many other of Suift's poliiical ' 
tings. Orrery. 

t For the bUl^ops to divide livings . lU-wkef. 
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^ome reafbns why the dergy think fuch a Jaw will be a 
el|t hardfhip upon them are, I conceive, thofe that fol- 
^) i (hall venture to enumerate them with all deference 
re to that honourable afl*embly. 

f^irfty the clergy fuppofe that they have not, by any 
lit or demerit, incurred the difpleafure of the nation's 
;>refentative8 : neither can the declared loyalty of the 
^ent fet, from the higheft prelate to the lowed vicar, 
ki the Icnft difputed : becaafe there are hardly ten cler* 
DKO through the whole kingdom, for more than nine* 
%, years paft, who have not been either preferred en- 
eiy apon account of their declared afFe^flion to the 
mover line, or higher pronHkted as the due reward of 
\ fame merit. 

There is not a landlord in the whole kingdom refiding 
De part of the year at his country* feat, who is not in 
\ own confdence fully convinced that the tithes of his 
aider have gradually fimk for fome years pad one third» 
It lead one fourth of their former value, exclufiveiof 
Don^folvencies. 

The payment of tithes in this kingdom is fubje£l to (b 
oy frauds, brangles, and other difficulties, not only 
m PmfiftMxiidi DiJfenterSi but even from thofe who pro- 
I then^elves Proteftants, that by the expenfe, the 
able, and vexation of collecting or bargaining for them» 
!|r «• of all other rents the moil precarious, uncertain, 
1 in paid. 

The landlords in mod parilhes exped^, as a compH- 
snt, that they fhould pay little more than half the vsdue 
the tithes for the lands they hold in their own hands ; 
nch often confift of large domains : and it is the mini- 
r't intereft to make them eafy upon that article, when 
; confiders what infliience thofe gentlemen have upon 
eir tenants. 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fevere, that 
a bill for encouraging the linen manufa^ure they alone 
oft be the fufferers, who can lead afford it. If, as I 
Q told, there be a tax of three thoufand pounds a-year 
ad by the public for a farther encouragement to the faid 
anufa£hire, are not the clergy equal (harers in the 
large with the refl of their fellow-fubje^ i what fatif* 
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faftory reafon can be therefore gives, why they 
ftiould bear the whole addirionul weight, unlefs it will 
alledged that their property is not \ipon an eqwl 
with the properties of oiher men. They acquire 
own finall pittance by at leafl ^s honeft means as t1 
neighbours the landlords poffefs their eftates ; and \a\ 
been always fuppofed, except in rebellious or fanad 
times, to have as good a title : for no families now in " 
ing can (hew a more ancient. Indeed, if it be true^ 
fome perfons (1 hope they were not many) were feen i 
laugh when the rights of the clergy were mentioned; * 
this cafe an opinion may poffibly be foon advanced, ttuq 
they have no rights ^t all. " /.And this is likely enough l^ 
gain ground, in proportion as the contempt of all refi 
gion (hall increafe, which is already in a very forwut 

^^y-. . . . . . ; 

' It is faid, there will be alfo added in this bill a dan 
for diminifhing the tithe of hops, in order to coldvi^ 
that ufeful plant among us : and here likewife the load i 
to lie entirely on the fhoulders of the clergy, while tt 
kndlords reap all the benefit. It will not be eafy to fon 
fee where fuch proceedings are like to ftop : or whetb 
by the fame authority, in civil times, a p^iliament i^ 
not 35 judly challenge the fame power in reducing j 
things titheable, not below the tenth part of the prodfl 
(which is and ever will be the clergy's equitable ri^ 
but from a tenth part to a fixtieth or eightieth, and froi 
thence to nothing. 

I have heard it granted by ikilful perfons, that tl 
practice of taxing the clergy by parliament without the 
own confent is a new thing, not much above the date 
leventy years : before which period, in times of peac 
they always taxed themfelves. But things are extreme 
altered at prefent : it is not now fufficient to, tax them 
common with their fellow-fubjeds, without improfing i 
additional tax upon th«m, from which, or from any thii 
equivalent, all their fellow-fubjeds are exempt; and th 
in a country profefling Chnjiianity, 

The greateft part of the clergy throughout this kingdoi 
have been ftripped of their glebes by. the confufion < 
times, by violence, fraud, oppreirion>. and other unJav 

i\ 
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al laeatis ; all which glebes are now in the hands of the 
lity. So that they now are generally forced to lie at the 
aercy of landlords for a fmall piece of ground in their 
arifhes, at a moii exhorbitant rent, and ufually for a 
lort term of years, whereon to build a houfe, and enable 
liem to reflde. Yet, in fpite of thefe difad vantages, I 
m a witnefs, that they are generally more conftant refi- 
ents than their brethren in England ; where the meanell 
icar hath a convenient dwelling with a barn, a garden, and 
field or two for his cattle ; befides the certainty of his 
ittle income from honeft farmers, able and willing not 
sly to pay him his dues, but likewife to make him pre- 
snts according to their ability for his better fupport. In 
11 which circumftances the clergy of Ireland meet with a 
reatment diredlly contrary. 

It it hoped the Honourable houfe will confide r, that it 
I impoffible for the mod ill-minded, avaricious, or cun- 
ling clergyman to do the Iea{l: injuftice to the meaneft cot- 
ager in his parifh, in any bargain for tithes, or other ec- 
iefiaflical dues. He can at the utmoft only demand to 
fave his tithe fairly laid out ; and does not once in a hun- 
[red times obtain his demand. But every tenant, from 
he pooreft coltager to the moft fubftantial farmer, can and 
generally doth impofe upon the minifler, by fraud, by 
heft, by lies, by perjuries, by infolence, and fometimes 
)j force ; notwithflanding the utmoft vigilance and (kill 
)f himfelf and his pro<5lor. Infomuch that it is allowed 
:hat the clergy in general receive little more than one half . 
>f their legal dues ; not including the charges they are 
it in colle^ing or bargaining for them. 

The land-rents of Ireland are computed to about two 
millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two hundred 
thoufand pounds. The beneficed clergymen, excluding 
thofe of this city, are not reckoned to be above five hun- 
dred * by which computation they fhould each of them 
pofTefs two hundred pounds a-year, if thofe tithes were 
squally divided, although in well-cultivated corn-countries 
it ought to be more; whereas they hardly receive one 
half of that fum, with great defakatiotv^, ^tv^ \xv n^x-^ 
had payments. There are indeed a. fe.^ ^^o."^ *v^ "^^ 
orth pretty con/iderable j but if xhrfc ^li^ ^ "^^ "^^^ 



-^^t^ 
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were in like nmmier equally diytded, they would not 
fire pounds a-year to every dergymaa. Therefore, 
th^r the condition of the clergy in general among f 
juflly liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burden, 1 
neither the nobility nor gentry, nor tradelmen, nor i 
ers, will touch with one of their fingers ; this, I fa 
fnbmitted to the Honourable houfe. 

One terrible drcumftance in this bill is, that of tai 
the tithe oi flax and hemp into what the lawyers c 
ffiodus^ or a certain fiun in lien of a tenth part of the 
du^. And by this pradHce of claiming a modus in i 
parifhes by andent cuftom, the dergy in both kingi 
have been alraoft incredible fnfferers. Thus in the 
fent cafe, the tiche of a tolerable acre oiflax^ whic 
a medium is worth twelve (hillings, is by the prefen 
reduced to four (hillings. Neither b this the wor(l pa 
a if7odus : every determinate fum muft in procefi of 
fink from a founh to a four and twentieth part, or a | 
deal lower, by that necefTary fall attending the valt 
money, which is now at leail nine tenths lower all 
Europe than it was four hundred years ago, by a gra 
decline ; and even a third part at leaft within our 
memories in purchafing alrooft every thing required foi 
neceflicies or conveniendes of life ; as any gentleman 
atted, who hath kept houfe for twenty years pad. 
this will equally aifedl poor countries as well as rich, 
although I look upon it as an impo(£bility that this k 
dom (hould ever thrive under its prefent difadvanta 
which without a miracle mufl dill increafe ; yet when 
Nvhole cafh of the nation (hall fink to fifty thoufand pou: 
we murt in all our traffic abroad either of import orexj 
go by the general rate, at which money is valued in tl 
countries that enjoy the common privileges of huniank 
For this reafon no corporadon (if the clergy may prefi 
to call themfelves one) (hould by any means grant v 
their properties in perpetuity upon any confideration tvl 
foever ; which is a rock that many corporations hare 1 
upon to their great impoverilhraent, and fometimes to tl 
utter undoing; becaufc tl\t^ are fu^^ofed to fubfifl 
ever, and becaufc tio dt't^TtcCvcv'axvoTv ^^ Tcv5iwt>^\% vS. 
certain perpetual laxnt&CNaXxx^- TVia \& Vx»>«Ti t? 
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i, where eftates let for ever, fbme hundred year* 
veral ancient noble families, do not at.this prefent 
poflerity a twentieth part of what they are now 
in eafy rent, 

6^e<5ling one part of a nation, which already bears 
e in all parliamentary impofitions, cannot poflibly 
cept it be inflidted as a punifhment upon that bo- 
, which is taxed, for fome great demerit or dan- 
public apprehended from thofe tipon whom it is 

the Papijis and Nonjurarj have been doubly 
refufing to give proper fecurities to the govern- 
ich cannot be objedled againft the clergy. And 
if this bill (hould pafs, (i think it ^ought to ^ 
face, (hewing wherein they have offended, and 
lifaffe<aion or other. crime they are puni/hed. 
ditional excife upon ale, or a duty upon flefh and 
e to be enaded, neither the .vi<5l*ialler, butcher, 
^ould bear any moce of thexharge than for what 

confumed, but it would be an equal general tax 
le whole kingdom : whereas by this bill the cler- 
re avowedly condemned to be deprived of their 
herent, undifputed rig!)ts, in order to encourage 
ure by which all the reft of the kingdomare fup- 
e gainers. 
[1 is diredly againft magna charta^ whereof the 

is for confirming the inviolable rights of holy 
s well as contrary to the oath taken by all our 
cir coronation, where they fwear to defend and 
: cliurch in all rights, 

aid upon employments is a vdry different thing. 
ffors of civil and military employments are no 
1; neither are they any part of our conftitution ; 
es, pay, and perquifites are all changeable at the 

the prince who be/lo^s them, although the ar- 
1 from funds raifed and appropriated by the le- 

But the clergy, as they have little reafon to 

they defire no more than their ancient legal 
/ indeed with the removal of many grievous im- 

in the colledion of them j whidi it is to be 
/ mufl wait for until more favourable times. It 
)wn that they have already, of their own. accord^ 
/. D d ^^'^^^ 
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fhewn gceat indulgence to their people upoo this vtrj am< 
•cle of /ax, fcldom taking above a fourth part of tkk 
tithe for finall parcels, and oftentimes nothing at all froA 
new beginners; waiting with patience untQ the farmm 
were able, and lintiligreat quantities of land were empbf- 
ed in that part of hufbandry ; neTcr fiifpeding that thor 
good intentions (hould be perverted in (b fingular a nauer 
to their detriment by that very affembly, which, during ik 
time that convocations (which are nn original port of on( 
conditution, ever (ince Cbriflianity became national amoig 
us) are thought fit to be fufpended, God knows for wfatt 
reafon, or from what provocations-; I iay from thatTOy 
afTembly, wlio during the intervals of convocations IhooU 
rather be fuppofed to be guardians of the rights and pro- 
perties of the clergy, than to make the kaft attempt npoa \ 
either. 

I have not heard apon inquiry, that any of tfao(e get^ 
demen who among us without doors ace called the conn- 
party, difcover the lead zeal in this affair, if th^had 
thoughts to interpofe, it might be conceived they woold 
ihew their difpleafure againft this bill, which mofi veigt 
much lefTen the value of the King's patronage cqpOB pnH 
motion to vacant fees, in the difpofal of deaneries, and odier 
confiderable preferments in the church, which are in tliQ 
donation of the crown ; whereby the viceroys wiQ have 
fewer good preferments to beftow on their dependents, B 
well as upon the kindred of members, who may have a 
fufficient (lock of that fort of merit, whatever it may be^ 
which may in future times moft prevail. 

The Dijfenters, by not fucceeding in their endeafoufl 
to procure a repeal of the teft, have loft nothing, bat con- 
tinue in a full enjoyment of their toleration ; while the 
clergy. Without giving the leaft offence, are by this bill de- 
prived of a confiderable branch of their ancient legal rights, 
whereby the fchifmatical party will have the pleafure of 
gratifying their revenge — hoc Gra'ti voluere. 

The farmer will find no relief by this ntodus^ becaafc 
when his pref^ent leafe (hall expire, his landlord wnll infal- 
libly r^fe the rent in an equal proportion upon every part 
of land where flax is fown, and have fo much a better fe- 
-,€urity for payment at tlie expenfc of the clergy. 
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If we judge by things pafl, it little avails that this bill 
is to be limited to a cenain time of ten, twenty, or thirty 
jears. For no landlord will ever confent that a law (hall 
esipire, by which he finds .himfelf a gainer; and of this 
there are many examples a& well in £ngland as in this 
kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is by proper encouragement 
lo extend the linen manufadlure into thofe countries where 
it hath hitherto been little cultivated : but this encourage- 
ment of ieffening the tithe of fax and hemp is one of fuch* 
aikind as, it is to be feared, will have a dircdlly contrary 
•ffcft. Becaufe, if I am rightly informed, no fet of men 
hath, for their number and fortunes, been more induftri* 
ous and fuccefsfiil than.the clergy, in introducing that ma- 
ttafii^ure intoplaces which were unacquainted with it, by 
perfuading their people to fow fax and he7?ip, by procu- 
riag feed for them, and by having them in{tru(5ted in the 
osmagenaent thereof ; and this they did not without rea-^ 
fitoable hopes of increafing the value of their parifhes af- 
lerfome time, as well as. of promoting the benefit of the 
>|d)lic. But if this modus (hould take plac^ the clergy^ 
ipillbe fo far from gaining, that they will become lofers 
|h|^ their extraordinary care, by having their bed arable 

fluids turned to /<(7X and hemp^ whicli are reckoned great 
iopoverifhers of land : they cannot therefore be blamed, 
-if they fhould (hew. as mudi :^eal to prevent its being inr 
Maced or improved in their parifhes as they hitherto 
We (hewed in the introducing and improving it. This, 
I am told, fome of them have already declared, at lead fo 
&r as.to refolve not to give themfelves any more trouble 
Ifaan other men about promoting a manufadlure, by the 
fiiccefs of which they only of all men are to be fufferers. 
Perhaps the giving even a further encouragement than the 
Unr doth, as it now {lands, to a fet of men who might on- 
many accounts be fo ufeful to this purpofe, would be no 
bad method of having the great end of the bill more ef- 
feftually anfwered : but this is what they are far from de • 
firing ; all they petition for is no more than to continue 
on the fame footing with the reft of their fellow-fub- 

iea$. 

If this modus of paying by the acre be to ^^^ vox^ "^ 
D d 2 ^s^> 
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Jaw, it were to be wiflied, that the fame law would i 
only appoint one or more fworn furveyors in each pai 
to meafure the lands on which fia:^ and hemp are fo^ 
but alfo fettle the price of furyeying, and determine w 
thcr the incunabent or farmer is to pay for each ann 
jurvey. Without fomething of this kind there muft o 
rtantly be difputes between them, and the neighbour 
juiHccs of peace mud be teized as often as thofe difpi 
happen. 

I had written thus far, when a paper was fent to 

. with feveral reafons againft the bill, fome whereof, 

though they have been already touched, are put in a I 

ter light, and the reft did not occur to me. I fhall d 

ver them in the author's own words. 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church; \ 
if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great antiquity 

II. That all purchafes and leafes of titheable lands, 
many centuries pafl, have been made and taken, fubje€ 
the demand of tithes, and thofe lands fold and taken , 
fo much the chea'per on that account. 

III. That if any lands are exempted from tithes, or 
legal demands of fuch tithes lefTened by adt of par 
ment, fo much value is taken from the proprietor of 
tithes, and veiled in the proprietor of the lands, or 
head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perfon can be fo 
prived of his property without the greateft violadcw 
common juftice. 

V. That to do this upon a profped of encouraging 
linen or any other manufa<flure, is ading upon a very n 
taken and unjuft fuppofltion ; inafrauch as the price 
ihe lands fo occupied will be no way leffened to the fai 
er by fuch a law. 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfuUy to bear 
they now do) any burthen in common with their fellc 
fubje<5ls, either for the fupport of his Majefly's gove 
nient, or the encouragement of the trade of the natic 
but think it very hard that they fliould be finglcd out 
pay heavier taxes than others at a time, when, by the ( 
creafe of the value of their parifhes, they are lefs able 
bear them. 

Vll.Ti 
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"1?^II. That* the legiflature hath heretofore diflinguifhcd 
fhe dergy by exemptions, and not by additional ' loads ; " 
ftjd the prefent clergy of the kingdom hope they have 
lot deferved worfe of the legiflature than their predecef- 
Tors. 

VI ir: That, by the original conftitution of thefe king- 
doms, the clergy had the fole right of taxing themfelves, 
shkI were in pofFeffion of that right as low as the reftora- 
rion ; and if that right be now devolyed upon the Commons ^ 
by the cefEbn of the clergy, the Commons can be confider- - 
ed in this cafe in no other light than as the guardians of ^ 
dje clergy. 

IX. That befides thofe tithes always in the pofTeflion of ' 
the clergy, there are fome portrons of tithes lately come 
ttto their poffeffion by purchafe ; that if this claufe (hould ^ 
take place, they would not' be allowed the benefit of- 
ihefe puTchafers upon an equal foot of advantage with' 
Ihc Ttl\ of their fellow-fubje(fts; And that fome tithes in 
the hands of iraproprietors are under fettlements and mort- - 
|agcs.-. 

? X. ThV the gentlemen of'this houfe flibuld confider, 
mt loading the clergy is loading their own younger bro- 
JAcTS and children, with this additional grievance* that it is • 
idung from the younger and poorer to give to the elder 
jlod' richer; and,, 

Laftfyy That if ir were at» any tinaejoft and proper to 
A)tbis,.ia would • however be too fevere to do it now, 
irbenallthe tithes of the kingdom- are known for fome 
'lean paft to. have funk, above one third part in their va-- 

Any income in the hknds of the clergy is at leaft as 
i^efQl-.to the public as the fame income in the hands of the 
liity. 

It were more reafdnable to grant thfe clergy in three 
plrts of the nation an additional fupport than, to diminifh ^ 
keir prefent fubfillence. 

Great employments are and will be in the hands of 
Sngliflimen ; nothing left far the younger fons of lriflim<?a 
mt vicarages, tide-waiters places; 16"^. therefore no teafon; 
ft make them worfe. 

The moduT upon the fla^c in Engjaad ?ifft^^ otv\^ Xax^^-- 
1) d 3 x^t;\»Bie^v 
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reclaimed Hnce the year 1690, and is at the rate of' fire 
Ihilliogs the Engliih acre, which is eqaivalent to 6fjai' 
(hillings and eight peace Irini> and that to be paid befom 
the farmer removed it from the field. Fkx is a maoufac- 
ture of little confequence in England, but is the (!apleia 
Ireland, and if it increafes, (as it probably will), maftia 
many places joAle out cori>, becamfe it is more gainful. 

The clergy, of the eftabliflied church hafc no intereft, 
Hke thofe of ^ the< church of Rorae* didio^ from the true 
intered of their country, and therefore ought to fufer un- 
der nadidin^ impoiitioas or taxes of any kind. 

The bill for fettling the fftodui of fax in En^aed wit 
brought in.^e firft year of the reign of King George K 
when the- clergy lay very unjuftly under the imputatioD of 
Ibme difafifedion ; and to encourage the bringing in ol 
ibme fens in LiflQohi^hire which were not ta beconiiDUod 
under fax; but it kit all lands where /^xJiad. been; fewfl 
before that time under the fame condition of titking, in 
which they were before, the pafiiogof that bill: whereas 
this bill takes away what the clergy are aAually poflcffed 
of. 

That the woollen manufadure is the (laple of Englaixt 
^ the linen is that of Ireland, yet no attempt was erei 
made in England to reduce the tkbe of wool for theen 
couragement of Uut manufa^fture. Thi» manufadlnre hatl 
already j>een remarkably favoured: by the clergy, mhi 
hare hklierto boen generally content, with lef» than Julfj 
fome with fix pence a-gard^, aod (ome hare takfio ao* 
4fhing. 

Employments,, they fay. Have been taxed ; the setfoH 
for which taxation will not hold with regard to property, 
9^t leaft tiU^ employments become inheritances* The Com- 
laons always have had fo tender a regard to^ property,, thai 
they never would fuifer any law to pafs, whereby any paft 
ficular pcrfona might be ai^riercd without theioi)wii:COD> 
lent. 

N. B; Same afffraihTff iave hen made in^ the hittalwl 
the veiL}A\^%y ftnce the abave paper iwu-'wHttM; hut 



mbdcft vnLxyt^ffo, forprcvcnring^the Cnr'ir 

DREN of POOR PeoPX*E in IRELAND frOITi- 

beirig a burden * to their parents or country.,. 
and for making them beneficial .to the pu^ 
blic« 



risa radanchblf o^e^tcy tlitefe"Vi4to walk through. 

this gfeat town, or travel- in the country, when they 
the- ftrtets^ the roadfi and cahm*doors crouded witb- 
^ars- of the female fes; followed by three, four, or* 
children, a^l inragf^ and importuning every pafTenger 

9Xk' afjons. Thefe m^thtrsi inftead of being able to- 
rk for their honed livelihood, are forced 'to employ alF 
if time ia ftroMing ta begfuftenance- for their kelplefs 
infjy v/hof as. they grow up, cither torn thieves for 
St of work, or leave their dear native country to fi^ht 
the prHetider /Vt* Spain,, or feli themfeives. lo fiar^ 
tees. - ■ •• 

[ think it is agreed by alt patticsi that thw prodigious 
aber of children in the arms, or on the^ backs, or at^. 
■^eeb of their motherp; aad frcquehtFy of their yS/^^r/^ 
iHtheprefent deplorable 'fiate of thekingdorhy a. very 
»« additional grievance ; and therefore, whoever could 
I oat a fair, cheap, and eafy method of 'making thenr 
dven found and ufeful members of the commonwealth J 
lid Atd^ss^ fo w^M of the public, as to have his ilatuSI 
ci|i fi^T a pre&rverofthe nation. 
9l]t my intention', is very far from Being conf ned to pro- 
fe oaly R>s the children oi' profejfed beggars ; it is of*' 
eh greaner extent, and (haft take in the whole number* 
in/knts at a ctctain age, who are born of parents in ef- 
t as little- able to fupport them, as thofe who demand" 
: charity in- the fttceis. 

As to my o^tL part, having turned my thoughts ^f- 
iiy. year» upor> this imponaiit fubje<^, ahd maturely' 
ighed the fevcfral /b^^/7'<f/ ofourprbje^oh^ I have.al- 
ijs foofid them groifeij^ nuilakeaia iVi^t <;QmY^x^^v«!i, w 
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is true, a child juft dropt/rom its dam may be fupportcd 
by her milk for a-folar year, with little other nourilhment: 
at raoil not above the value of txV'o fhillings, which tht 
mother may certainly get, or the value in ycr^/ij,. by her 
lawful occupation of begging ; and it is exa6tly at one year 
old that I propofe to provide for thism in fuch a manner, 
as indead of being a charge upon their parents^ or the 
parsjhi of mjanting food and raiment for the reft of their 
lives, they fliall, on the contrary, contribute to the feed- 
ing, and partly to the cloathirig of many thuufands. 

There is likewife another great advantage in niy icherae, 
that it will prevent thofe voluntary abortions^ and 'that 
horrid pradice of ivomen murder i^ng their bajiard chiU 
dren, alas ! too frequent among us, facrificing the poor 
innocent babef, I doubt more to avoid the expenfe than the 
fhame, which would move tears and pity in themoft'6- 
T>ge and inhuman breail. 

The number of fouls in • this kingdom being tifaally 
veckooed one million and a half, of thefe I calculate there 
may be about two hundred thoufand couple, . whofe wives 
are breeders ; from which number I fubtra6l thirty.thott*< 
fand couple, who are able to maintain their own children, 
(although I apprehend there cannot be fomany under A^r 
f re/en t dijirejfes of the kingdom) ; but this 'being grantedi 
there will remain an hundred andfeventy thoufand breed- 
ers. I again fuhtrad fi^ty thoufand for thofe. women 
who mifcarry, or. whofe children die by accident or -tJif- 
cafe within the year; There only remain an hundred 
and twenty thoufand children of poor parents annually 
born. The queftion therefore is. How this number (hall 
be reared and provided for ? wliich, .as I have already: 
faid, under the prefent fituation.of affairs is utterly ira- 
pofliblt: by all the methods hitherto propofed. For wCi 
can neither employ them in handier eft or agriculture\ 
we neither build houfes, (I mean in the country), nor 
cultivate land: they can. very feldom pick. up a livelihood 
i^ JieaUngy till they arrive at fix years old> except wh^e^ 
they are of towardly parts ; ah hough I confefs they leam 
the rudiments much emlier; duiing which-time they can* 
however be properly looked upon only as probationers % 
as J have beea infoivxi^db^ % ^ut^<:\^-4 gientleman in the. 
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county of Cavan, who protefled to me, that he never 
knew abore one or two inftanccs under the age of fix, even 
in a part of the kingdom yo renowned for the quickeji pro- 
fciency in that art. 

I am afTured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl be- 
fore twelve years old is no faleable commodity ; and e- 
?cn when they come to this age, they will not yield above 
three pounds, or three pounds and half a crown at moft 
on the exchange, which cannot turn to account either to 
the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutriment and rags 
haviftg been at leaft four times that value. 

I (hall now therefore humbly propofe my own thoughts, 
which I hope will not be liable to the leafl: objedlion. 
. I havt been afTured by a very knowing American of my 
^quaintance in London, that a young healthy child, well 
Mrfed, is at ^a year old a mofl delicious, nouriAing, and 
Wbolefbme food, whether 7?^uW, roafted, baked y or boiled % 
I'UkI I make no doubt that it will equally ferve in ^fricajfe^ 
Or a ragoufl, 

. I do therefore humbly offer it to public conjt deration, 
?ftat of the hundred and twenty thoafand children already 
.computed, twenty thoufand may be referved for breeds 
iKiereof only one fourth part to be males; which is more 
'than we allow to Jheep^ black cattlcy or fwine: and my 
'.Itofbn is,' that thefe children are feldom the fruits of mar- 
nage, a circumjlance not much regarded by our favages, 
therefore one male will be fuificient to krw^ four females. 
That the remaining hundred thoufand may, at a year old^ 
be offered in fale to the perfons of quality and fortune 
through the kingdom ; always advifing the mother to let 
them fuck plentifully in the laft month, fo as to render 
them plump, and fat for a good table. A child will make 
two diihes at an entertainment for friends ; and when the 
Family dines alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a 
reafonable di(h, andfeafoned with a little pepper or fait, will 
be very good boiled on the fourth day, efpecially in ivinter. 
I have reckoned, upon a medium, that a child jufl born 
\n]l weigh 1 2 pounds, and in a folar year, if tolerably 
oarfed, will increafe to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be fomewhat dear, and therefore 
jcry proper for landlords^ who, as they have already de- 
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Toured mod of the parents, fccm to have the beft ^tle t» 
the children. 

Infants flefh will be in feafon throughout the yew, i 
but more plentiful in March, and a little before andaf- ' 
ter ; for \vc are told by a grave author *» an ennincot 
French phyfician, thtixjjh being a f^roHJtc diet ^ there aro 
more children born in Kormn-CatMic count net about 
nine months after Lent, than at any other feafon ; there- 
fore reckoning a year after Lent, the maikets wiltbe more 
glutted than ufual, becaufe the number of Pt>pijh infantt 
is at leaf! three to one in this kingdom ; and therefore \% 
will have one other collateral advantage by leflening the 
number of Papifls among us. 

I have afrciviy computed the charge of narHng a beg- 
gar's child (in which \\\\ \ reckon all cottagers <i labourers % 
and four Hfrhs of xht farmers) tn be about two (hilling* 
per annutrti rags included ; and I believe no gcndeman 
would repine to give ten (hillings for the carcafe^<f a g9od 
fat chlld^ which, as I have (aid, will make fpur di(bet 
of excellent nutritive meat, when he hath only fomc par* 
ticular friend or his own family to dine with him. Thni 
the fquire will learn to be a good landlord, and grow po- 
pular among his tenants, the mother will have eight ifailliDgi 
neat pro(it, and be (it for wurk» till (he produces another 
child. 

Thofc who are more thrifty (as /■ vtufi confefs tbi 
times require)' may flay the carcafe; the (kin of wfakh^ 
anificially dre(red, will make admirable gtdves for ladkSi 
undfuffimer boots ^ox fine gentlemen. 

As to our city of: Dublin, fhamblcs may be appointedfiir 
this purpofe in the mo(l convenient pdrts ef it, and but- 
chers we may be afTured will not be wantmg ; althodgb 
I rather recommend buying the children alive, and dre(Eog 
them hot from the knife, as vrt do roajiifjg pigs. 

A very worthy perfon, a true lover of his countn^ and 
whofe virtues I highly efteem, was lately pleafed, in dif- 
courfing on this matter, to offer a refinement upon my 
fcheme. He faid, that many gentlemen of this kingdom 
having of late deftroyed their deer, he conceived that the 

• Rabelais. 

vnnt 
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t of venifon might be well fuplied by the bodies, df 
yoaog lads .and maidens, mot exceeding fourteen years of 
«0e, DOT under twelve ; (6 great a number of both fexeV 
ia -every county being now ready to ftarve for want of 
vork and fervice : ^nd thefe to be difpofed of by their 
^pRfonts, if dlivex or -^therwife bytherr nearefl relations. 
ilot, 'Wfthdue deference to fo excellent a friend, and fo 
deferring a patriot, 1 cannot be altogether in his fenti- 
'Beots : for, as to the males, my American acquaintance 
afibred me, from frequent expeiience, that their flefh was 
.lenerally tough and lean, like that of our fchoolboys, 
by continual exercife, and their tafte difagreeable, and 
to&tten them would not anfwer the charge. Then, as 
yMi the females, it would, I think, with humble fubmiffion. 
If a Ufi to the public^ becaufe they foon would become 
heeders themfelves: ^d befides, it is not improbable, 
■ 4bat fbme fcrupulous people might be apt to cenfure fuch 
^ I'pra^ce, (although indeed very unjuftly), as a little bor- 
' *nog upon cruelty ; which, I confefs, hath always been 
, '%iih me the ftrongeft objection againft any proje<St, how 
|; tell foever intended. 

i But in order to juftify my friend, he confefled, that 
Vis expedient was put into his head by the famous Sal- 
Ifeanaazor, a native of the iiland Formofa, who came 
"Grom thence to London above twenty years ago, and, in 
Converfation, told my friend, that in his country, when 
lay young perfon happened to be put to death, the ex- 
ecutioner fold the carcafes xo perfons of quality, as a prime 
dainty ; and that in his time the body of a plump girl of 
4ftceDy who was crucified for an attempt to poifon the 
£aiperor, was fold to his Iniperial Majejlfs prime mi' 
'iHlfter of ftate^ and other great mandarins of the court, 
in joints from the gibbet, at four hundred crowns. Nei- 
ther indeed can I deny, that if the fame ufe were made 
of feveral plump young girls in this town, who, without, 
one fingle groat to their fortunes, cannot Hir abroad, with- 
out a chair, and appear at a playhoufe and ajfemhlies in 
fitreign fineries which they never will pay for, the king- 
dom would not be the worfe. 

Some perfv^ns of a defponding fpirit are in great con- 
cern about that vafl number of poor people j who ace a^ed^ 
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difeafed, or maimed ; and I have been defired to emfl 
my thoaghts, what courfe may be taken to eafe the i 
tion of fo grievoos an incumbrance. Btit I am not in I 
lead pain upon that matter, becaufe it is very well knoi 
that they are every day (fyifig, 2nd rotting^ by cold a 
famine^ zxid filth and vermine^ as fad as can bejeafoaa] 
expedled. And as to the young laboorers, they are n 
in almod as hopeful a condition : they cannot get wo 
and confequently pine away for want of nourifhrnent, 
a degree, that if at any time they are acddentaUy bit 
to common labour, they have not ftrength to perform i 
and thus the country and themfelves are happily deli?ei 
from the evils to come. 

I have too long digrefTed, and therefore fhall retarn 
my fubje<a:. I think the advantages by the propc 
which I have made, are obvious and many, as well as 
the highefl importance. 

For, firfl^ as I have already obferved, it would gre 
ly leflen the number of Papifts, with whom we are yea 
over- run, being the principal breeders of the nation, 
well as our mo(l dangerous enemies, and who (lay at ho 
on purpofe to deliver the kingdom to the pretender ^ \ 
ping to take their advantage by the abfence of {ofonu 
good Proteftants, who have chofen rather to leave tfc 
country, than (lay at home and pay tithes againft th 
confcience to an Epifcopal curate. 

Secondly y The poorer tenants will have fomething? 
luable of their own, which by law may be made lia 
to a diflrefs, and help to pay their landlord's rent ; th 
corn and cattle being already feized, and money a tk 
unknown. 

Thirdly y Whereas the maintenance of an hundi 
thoufand children, from two years old and upwards, a 
not be computed at lefs than ten (hillings apiece ^^r^ 
nuviy the nation's (lock will be thereby increafed fi 
thoufand pounds per annum, beiides the profit of a n 
di(h introduced to the tables of all gentlemen of forth 
in the kingdom, who have any rc(inement in tafte. A 
the money will circulate among ourfelves, the goods bei 
.entirely of our own growth and manufadure. 

Fpur^hly^ The conftant breeders., befides the gain 
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*^^fat fliillings Sterling per annum by the fale of their chil- 
^ben, will be rid of the charge of maintainbg them after 
^fce firft year. 

Fifthly^ This food would likewtfe bring great ^tiftom 
"a* tuverm ; where the vintners will certainly be fo pru- ^ 
-deot as to procure the bed receipts for drefBng it to per- 
"feftioiiy and conlequently have their houfes frequented 
"bjFall xh^ fine gentlemeny who ju(Hy value themfelves up- 
Mi their knowledge in good eating ; and a Ikilful cook» 
who underdands how to oblige his guefts, will contrive to- 
tiudce it as expendve as they pleafe. 
■ Sixthfyj This would be a great inducement to raar- 
liage, which all wife nations have either encouraged by re- 
wards, or infbrced by laws and penalties. It would in^ 
<reafe the care and teodemefs of mothers towards their 
children, when they were fure of a fettlement for life to 
the poor babes, provided in fome fort by the public, to 
iheir annual profit inftead of expenfe. We (hould foon 
lee an honeft emulation among the married women, nxshlch 
^f them could bring the fafteft child to the market. Men 
voold become as fond oi their wives during the time of 
their pregnancy, as they are now of their viares in foal, 

■ -their cows in calf, ox pyws when they are ready to farrow ; 
L aor offer to beat or kick them (as v& too frequent a prac- 
I lice) for fear of a mifcarriage. 

I Many other advantages might be enumerated. For 
; idflaoce, the addidon of fome thouland carcafes in our 
j^ exportation of barreled beef: the propagation oi fvoines 
\ Pfl>t and improvement in the art of making j^ood bctcon^ 

■ fo much wanted among us by\he great deftrudlion of pigs^ 
too frequent at our tables ; which are no way comparable, 
•in tafte or magnificence, to a well-grown, fat, yearly child, 
l^ch roaded whole, \^ill make a confiderable figure at a 
i^rd meteor's fcaft^ or any other public entertainment. 
But this, and many others, I omit, being ftudious of bre- 
^ty. 

Suppofing that one thoufand families in this city would 
be con/tant cuftoni»ers for infant's flefh, befidcs others who 
might have it at merry meetings y particularly at ^weddings 
and chrijleningsy 1 compute, that Dublin would take off 
annually about twenty thoufand carcafes; and the red 

Vf>h. III. £ c ^^ 
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of the kingdom (\fhere probably they will be fold fome- 
uhat cheaper) the remaining eighty thoufand. 

I can think of no one objet^lion, that will poflibly be rai* 
fed againil this -propofal, unlefs it (hould be urged, that the 
number .of people will be thereby much lefTened in the 
kingdom. This I fr«ely own, and it was indeed one prin- 
cipal defign in offering it to the world, I defire «thc read- 
er will obferve, that I calculate my remedy for thit Me ■ 
tKdividual kingdom ^Ireland, and for no other ibat e* 
ver nvasy //, or, / think, ever can be upon earth. There-! 
fore let no man talk to me of other expedients : cftaxiif 
cur ahfentees at five fhiHings a-pound : of ujing ne'itber 
cioatks nor hcufehold furniture ^ except luhat is of our own 
growth and nianufa^ure : of utterly reje^ing the matt^ 
rials and infiruments that promote foreign luxury : cf 
curing the expenftvenefs of pride y vanity, idlenefs, and 
garni ng in our *women : of .introducing a vein ofparjimo* 
ny, prudence, and temperance : cf learning to lore ottr 
country, in the nvant Krftwhich nve differ even from Lap- 
landers, and the inhabitants of To? is \m^oo: of quit' 
ting our aniviojities and faiiions, nor ading any longer 
like the Jews, who wer4 murdering one another at the very 
momi'nt their city was taken : of being a little cau" 
tkous not to fell our country and confidences for nothing i 
of teaching landlords to have at leajl oiie degree of mercf 
towards their tenants : laflly, of putting a fipirit of ho' 
nefivy indnjlry, and fici II into our fhop keepers, who, if a 
nfiolution could now betaken to buy only our native goods, 
ivould i7nmediately unite to cheat and exa^l upon us in the 
price, the meafiure, and the gtPodnefis, nor could ever yet he 
brought to make one fiair propofal ofi juji dealing, though 
often and earnejlly invited to it. 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of thefe and 
tlie like expedients *, till he hath at leaft fome glimpfe of 
hope, that there will ever be fome hearty and Imceie at- 
tempt to put them in praiiice, 

* Thefe expedients had been propofed befqrc, fome of them 
by tlie Dean, ami to urge the pradice of them by Jl^eiu'wg Ihi 
offly alte^nati've, fcemi to ^xje \i^cxv \\\t ^v.^\tjv v^\ v\\\ ^j^ijtr. 
Jiaivkef, ^^ 
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^it, as to myfelf, having been wearied out for many 
rs with offering vain, idle, vifionary thoughts, and at 
»di utterly defpairing of fuccefs, I fortunateljt-fell uport 
propofal ; whidi, as it is wholly new, fo it hath fome- 
ig folid and real, of no expenfe and little trouble, full 
wr own power, and whereby we can incur no danger in 
bilging England. . For this*kind of commodity will- 
bear exportation, the fiefh being of too tender a con- 
:nc€ to admit a long continuance in fair, although^ per* 
/, 1 could name a country^ 'which fwould be glad to eat 
7ur nvhole nation ^without it, 

Vfter all, I am not fo violently bent upon my own opi- 
1 as to rejecfl any offer propofed by wife men, which 
1 be found equally innocent, cheap, eafy, and efFedual; 
before fometbing of that kind fhall-be advanced in con- 
lidion to my fcheme, and offering a^ better^ I dcfire 
author o» authors will be pleafed maturely to confider 
points. Firfl, As things now (land, how they will be 
to find food and raiment for ai hundred thoufand ufe- 
months and backs. And, Jecondfy, There being a 
nd million of creatures in human figure throughout this- 
;dom, whofe whole fubfifience put into a common (lock 
Id leave them in debt two millions of pounds Sterling;- 
Ing thofe who are beggars by profeifion, to the bulk of 
lers, cottagers^ and labourers, with their- wives and 
Jren, who are beggars in effect ; Ldefire thofe politi- 
s who diflik« my overture, and may perhaps be fo bold 
ttempt an anfwer, that they will firit fifk the parents of 
b mortals, whether they would not at this day think 
great happinefs to have been fold for food at a year 
in the manner I prefcribe, and thereby have avoided- 
I a perpetual fcene of misfortunes^ as they< have Once- 
e through, by the opprefion of landlords^ the impoffi" 
y rf P'^y^^^ ^^^^ 'Without money or trade ^ the nijant 
ommon fuftenancei with neither houfe nor chaths taco- 
them from the inclemencies of the weather, and the 
\ inevitable profpe£l of entailing the like^ or greater 
rries upon their breed for ever, 
profefs, in the fincerity of my heart, thai I lvw« wvt.. 
fea/? pef/baal iatereA in endeavoucinj xo \|XOTci^\fc ^v^. 
E e 2 11^^^^^ 
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necefiary work, having no other motive than the fuhlic 
good of my country^ by advancing our trade^ providir^ 
J or infant Sy relieving the poor^ and giving fomepUaJm 
to the rich. I have no children^ Jby whidi I .can propole 
to get a iingle penny ; the jroungeu being nine years ddi 
And my ^k pjdl childbearing. 
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lo ^tiie HbiKifuniUe Jiouib of Commons^ ^^« 

The biMnble Pet iti on <jf the FooTMfiw ia, 
and about tbe city of Dublm^ 

[Wriii«n ifl the year 1732 1 



BunMy ftfenveth^ . 

THAT yoxxr fetitionen are a. great and numerous > 
fociet^y endowed widifeveral- privileges time ouk- 
[>f mind. 

That certain le^wd^ idUy and diforderty perfohs for 
everai months- paft, as it is nojorioufly Icnown^ have been ' 
iaily feen in the public walks of this city, habited fome- 
imes in green coats^ and (bmetrmes laced, with long odk" 
m cudgels in their "hands, and without fwords ; in hopes . 
:o procure favour, by that advantage, with a great num- 
ber of ladies who frequent fhofe walks ; pretending and 
>iving themfelves out to be. true genuine lnO\ Jhotrfien : 
vhereas they can be proved to be no. better than commoa 
'Qupeefy as a judicious eye may foon difcover, by fheir 
vwhward^ cluvtfey, ungenieel gni and behaviour ; by their, 
infkilfulnefs in drefs even with the advantage of -our ha-« 
)it8; by their, ill favoured countenances, with an air of 
jfipudence and dulnefs peculiar to the reft of their bre- 
hren, who have not yet arrived at that tranfcendent pitch 
^ afTu ranee ; althouglx it may be. juftly apprehended that 
hey will do fo in time,. if thefe 4:ou7iterfeits fhall happen 
:o fucceed in their evil defigo of paffing. for real footmen^ . 
:hereby to render themfelves more amiable to the ladies. 

Your petitioners do farther alledge, that many of the 
aid counterfeits, upon, a ftri^ examination, have been 
^ouhd itt the afl oi Jlrutting, Jiaring, ^wearing, fwag- 
^ring, in a manner that plainly ftvtvjtd \>\€\\\«!^ ^w^^-ic- 
0i7f5 to imitate us. Whereinj ^ilxJhow^ ^^l ^^ ^^"^ 
vceed, yet by their ignorant ai^d vxx^^ivtXl ^^1 ^^ '^?^^ 
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pying our graces, the atmoft indignity was endearound 
to be cafl upon our whole profeiHon. , 

Yoor petitioners do therefore make it their hambte le* 
queiK tliat this Honourable boufe (to many of whom yoor 
petitioners are nearly allied) will pleafe to take thu gru- 
Tance into your mofb ferioas confideration : humbly fub- 
mitting, whether it would not be proper, that certain ojt 
cers might at the public charge be employed to fearch fori 
and difcover all fuch counterfeit footmen : to carry then 
before the next jujUce of peace, by wbofe warrant, opoo 
the firli convi^:on, they (hould be ftiipped of their co^tt 
and oaken ornaments, and be fet two hours in the ftocb; 
upon the fecond convidlion, befides dripping, be fet & 
hours in the (locks, with a paper pinned on their breaibb , 
iignifying their crime, in large capital letters, and in de 
following words : A. B. commonly called A. B^ Efi; < 
toupee, and a notorious intpojlor^ nuba prefumedto per* 
fonate a true Irijh footman. 

And for any other o£Fenee, the faid toupee (haU be com:- 
mitted to Bridewell, whipped three times, forced to hard 
labour for a month, and not to be fet at liberty till he (haO 
ha?e given fufficient fecurity for his good behaviour. 

Your Honours will pleafe to obferve, with what leaky 
we propofe to treat thefe enormous offenders, who have 
already brought fuch a fcandal on our honourable callingt 
that feveral well meaning people have mi/laken them to be 
of o\XT fraternity f in diminution to that credit and dignity 
whereby we have fupported our (lation, as we always did» 
in the nuorjl of tirnes. And we farther beg leave to re^ 
mark, that this was manife(Uy done with zfeditious dcfigft 
to render us lefs capable of ferving the public in any great 
employments, as feveral of our fraternity, as well as wr 
ancejiors, have done. 

We do therefore humbly implore your Honours to gjhrc 
neceflary orders for our relief in this prefent exigency, and 
your pctitiQ/iers (as in duty bottnd) ihall ever pray, 6f. 



Proposal for giving badges to the Beg- 
gars in all the parilhes of Dublin. 



By the Dean of St Patrick's. 
Written in the year 1737; 



T hath been a general compl^nt, that the poor-houfS 
(efpecially (ince the new conflitution by adk of parlia^ 
mt) hath been of no benefit to this city, for the eafe of 
lich it was wholly intended. I had the honour to be a 
rmber of it many years before it was new modelled by 
; legiflature ; not from any perfonal regard, but merely 
one of the two Deans, who are of courfe put into moll 
nmiffions that relate to the city ; and i have likewife the 
oour to have been left out of feveral commiifions upon 
t fcore of party, in which my predeceflbrs. time out of 
nd have always^been members. 
The firfl commtflion was made np of about fifty perfonsi 
iich were the lord mayor, aldermen, and fherifls, and 
ne few other citizens^ the judges, the two archbifhops^ 
5 two deans of the city, and one or two more gentlemen; 
id I mvifl confefs my opinion, that the diflblving the old 
mmiifion, and ellablifhing a new one of near three tiroes 
e Bumber, have been the great caufe of rendering fo 
od a defigo not only ufelefs, but a grievance inflead of a 
nefit to the city. In the preient commiiRon aiT the dty- 
srgy are included, befides » great number of Yquiresv 
ft only thofe who refide in Dublin and the neighbour- 
Nx), but feveral who live at a great didance, and cannot 
ffibly have the lead concern for die advantage of the 

At the few general meetings that I have attended fince 
c new eftabli^ment, I obferved ver^ \\u\& vj^^ ^wv^ «^- 
7t oac or two a<fls of extreme )uft\cc» viVaOcw \ ^^'^ 
u£bt might as well have be«k fpax«d.\ ^^ ^ Va»^ 
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found the court of affiflants ufually taken up in Iitde 
wrangles about coadimen, or adjuflmg accounts of med^: ^ 
and fmall beer ; which, hovreirer neeefTary, might ferae- 
times have given place to matters of much greater duh 
mcnt, I mean fome fchemes recommended to the general 
board for anfwering the chief ends in eredting and cfta- tl 
blilhing fuch a poor-houfe, and endowing it with (b con- '" 
fklerable a revenue : and the principal end I take to hafe ! 
been that of maintaining the poor and orphans of the dty, ;_ 
where the pariflies are not able to do it ; and clearing the < 
ftreets from all Arollers, foreigners, and fturdy beggars,, 
with which, to the univerfal complaint and admiratioD, 
Dublin is more infefled fmce the eftabliihment of the 
poor-houfe, than it was ever known to be fince its fidt C 
erection. ^ 

As the whole fund for fupportmg this hefpkail iBraifed- | 
only from the inhabitants of the city ; fo there <cm be I 
hardly any thing more abfurd than to fee it mifemploye4 I 
in maintaining foreign beggars, and bafkrds, or orphans ' 
of farmers, whofe country landlords never contributed one 
AiiJlrng towards their fupport. I would engage, that half 
this revenue, if employed with common care, and no very 
great degree of common iionefty, would nuintnin all the 
real obge^s of charity in this city, except a fmaM Dum" 
ber of oTTginnl poor in every pari(h, wlio might, without- 
being bunhenfome to the pariOiioners, find a tolerable fup*" 
port, 

■I have for fomc years pad applied myfelf to feveral " 
lord mayors, and the late Archbiftiop of Dab'lm, for 
a remedy to this evil of foreign beggars; and fhey all 
appeared ready to receive a very plain propofal, 1 mean 
that of badgtng the original poor of every parifh, who 
begged in the ilreets^ that the faid beggars -fhonld be 
confined to their own parifhes ; that they fhotfld wear- 
their badges well fcwn upon one of their fhoulders, al- 
ways vifible, on pain of being whipped and turned out of 
town ; or whatever legal punifliment may be thought pro- 
per and cfFeftual. But, by the ^rong way of thinking in 
fome clergymen, at\d tVvt m^txcciCfc ^S. «^^\^^ .'^^\sa- 
thod was perpetuaWv dde^xe^^ \o\>EvfA\ ^^jrcvt^TixxxiNx^^^- 
^uiet, which they do^w\V^^^fcw% ^t.Vx\^^^v^^^ 
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ftffeAed only them, it woald be of lefs confe4uence ; be- 
caufe the remedy is in their own power : but all flreet- 
walkers and ihopkeepers bear an equal (hare in its hourly 
▼exation. 

I never heard more than one objection againfl this expe- 
dient of badgiqg the poor, and confining *thetr walks to 
their ieveral pariihes. The obje^on was this: What ftiall 
we do with the foreign beggars ? mufl they be left to 
ftarve? I anfwered, No; but they mufl be driven or 
whipped out of town ; and let the next country-'paTifli do 
as they 4>leafe, or rather, after the pradice in :£ngland, 
fend them from one parifh to another, until they reach their 
own homes. By the old laws of England ftill in force^ 
e?ery parifh is bound to maintain its own poor ; and the 
matter is of no fuch coniequence in this point as fonm 
would make it, whether a country-parifh be rich or poor. 
In the remoter and poorer parifhes of the kingdom, all 
oeceEaries for life, proper for poor people, are compara- 
tively cheaper ; I mean butter-milk, oat-meal, potatoes, 
and isthex vegetables ; and every farmer or cottager, wha 
is JDot himfelf a beggar, can fometimes fpare a fup or a 
morfel, not worth the fourth part of a ^thing, to an in* 
digent neighbour of his own parifh, who is difabled front 
work. A beggar native of the pariih is known to the 
^iquire, to the church-minifter, to the Popifh priefl, or 
die conventtcle''teacher, as well as to «very farmer: he 
hath generally fome .relations able to live, and contribute 
Ibmethtng to his maintenance. None of whidi advantages 
can ht reafonably expedled on a removal to places where 
he is altogether unknown. If he he not quite loaimeiU 
he and his troll, and litter of brats ((if -he has any)^ may 
^t half their ibpport by doing fome kind of -work in their 
power, and thereby he iefs hnrdeiirome xo the people. In 
Aort, all ficceflaries of life grow in the country^ and ^not 
in mes, and are cheaper wbeee diey .grow; nor is k eqiH- 
tdble that beggars ihould put us to <the ohai^ of gifdag 
them vidluals, and tbetcanrtagetoo. 

But vdien l3beipirit<f>f rwandtting takes >htm, attsaded 
hf Ikis ^SQsales and dieir equipage '•? xhildrea, he ^secomos 
a imHanoeto the whole country : te vn^^Vifft ^\sa^^ ^ai 
tlm!csi, Madtcaat the trade oC Aoa)^ i<^ >dassA ^xon^ '■^ 
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four yean old ; and if his infirmities be couDterfeit, it )| 
dangerous for a (iogle perfon unarmed to meet him on M 
road. He wanders from one country to another, but fli 
with a view to this town, whither he arrives at M, vi 
enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not wonder that the country-Yquires fhould bevil 
ry willing to fend up their colonies ; but why the dr 
fhould be content to receive them, is beyond my imagiM 
lion. 

If the city were obliged by their charter to maiBtsw 
thoufand beggars, they could do it cheaper by eighty^ 
cent, a hundred miles off than in this town, or in any of i 
fuburbs. 

There is no village in Connaught, that it^roporti 
(hares fo deeply in the daily increating miferies of Irelan 
as its capital city ; to which miferies there hardly remai 
ed any addition, except the perpetual fwarms of ford 
beggars, who might be baniihed in a month without e 
penfe, and with very little trouble. 

As I am perfonally acquainted with a great number 
flreet-beggars, I find fome weak attempts have been nu 
in one or two parifhes to promote the wearing of badg< 
and my fird quefHon to thofe who afk an alms, is, IVhen 
your badge ? I have, in ieveral years, met with aboul 
dozen who were ready to produce them, fome out of th 
pockets, others firom under their coat, and two or tb 
on their (houlders, only covered with a fort of capes wfa: 
they could lift up or let down upon occafion. They : 
too lazy to work ; they are not afraid to (leal, nor afl 
med to beg, and yet are too proud to be feeo with a bad 
as many of them have confefled to me, and not a k^ 
very injurious terms, particularly the females. They 
look upon fuch an obligation as a high indignity done 
their ofEce. I appeal to all indifixsrent people, wfaeti 
flich wretches deferve to be relieved. As^ to myfelf, I m 
confefs, this abfurd infolence hath fo afFe^ted me, that 
feveral years pafl I have not difpofed of one fingle farth 
to a ftreet-beggar, "not intend to do fo until llee a bei 
regulation ; and I have etvde^vovired to ^erfbade all 
brotlier- walkers to foWo^ to.^ exaxw^^, NiNxv^TORJ^. v3l ^ 
, bSupc me they do^.. "Eor, \£ Vie^'S,^ >s^ 'wa. ^^^^xs 
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out pride, it cannot deferve charity. However, as to per- 
£bDS in coaches and chairs, they bear but little of the per- 
f ecution we fuffer, and are willing to leave it entirely upoa 
lis. 

To fay the truth, there is not a more undeferving vi- 
cious race of humankind than the bulk of thofe who are 
reduced to beggary, even in this beggarly country. For, 
sui a great part of our public miferies is originally owing to 
our own faults, (but what thofe faults are, I am grown by 
experience too wary to mention), fo I am confident, that 
among the meaner people nineteen in twenty of thofe who 
are reduced to a flarving condition, did not become fo by 
'What the Jawyers call the work of God either upon their 
lipdies or goods ; but merely from their own idlenefs, at- 
'tended with all manner of vices, particularly drunkennefs, 
tkievery, and cheating. 

Whoever inquires, as I have frequently done, from 
^hofe who have afked me an alms, what was their former 
courfe of life, will find them to have beenfervants in good 
families, broken tradefmen, labourers, cottagers, and • 
"Vhat they call decayed houfekeepers ; but (to ufe their 
€MiKn cant) reduced by lofTes and crofTcs, by which nothing 
can be underflood but idlenefs and vice. 

As this is the only Chriftian country where people, con- 
trary to the old maxim, are the poverty and not the riches 
of the nation ; fo the bleffing of increafe and multiply^ 
is .by us converted into a curfe ; and as marriage hath 
been ever countenanced in all free countries, fo we fhould 
be lefs miferable if it were difcou raged in ours, as far as 
can i>e confident with Chriftianity, It is feldom known in 
England, that the labourer, the lower mechanic, the fer- 
vant, or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until he hath 
faved up a flock of money fufficient to carry on his bufi« 
ncfs ; nor takes a wife without a fuitable portion ; and as 
feldom fails of making a yearly addition to that flock, with 
a view of providing for his children. But in this kingdom 
the cafe is diredlly contrary, where many thoufand couples 
are yearly married, whofe whole united fortunes, baring 
the rags on their backs, would not be fufficient to purchafe 
a pint of butter-miJk for their wedd\t\g-^\iip^e^ , t\c^\ Vjc^^ 
^nyprofpcd of fupportlng their honour able J\a\c ^^^^x M 
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fervice or labour, or thievery. Nay, their hapftnefi is oft- 
en deferred until they find credit to borrow, or cunning 
to fteal a fhilling to pay their Popi(h pried, or infiunous 
couple -beggar. Surely no miraculous portion of wifdom 
would be required to find fome kind of remedy againft this 
deftruftive evil, or, at leaft, not to draw the confequcn- 
ces of it upon our decaying city, the grcateft part wlie^^ 
of muft of courfe in a few years become defolate, fx is 
ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not abfolutely baibarons, 
parents think themfelves bound by the law of nature vA 
reafon to make fome provifion for their children ; bur the 
reafon offered by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying 
i?, that they may have children to maintain them when 
they grow old, and unable to wotk. 

I am informed, that we have been for fome time paft 
extremely obliged to England for one very beneficial branch 
of commerce ; for, it feems, they are grown fo gradcws 
as to tranfmit us continually colonies of beggars, in- return 
' for a million of money they receive yearly from hcncci 
That I may give no offence, I profefs to mean real EngliA 
beggars in the literal meaning of the word, as it is ufually 
underlbod by Proteftants. It feems the judices of the peace 
and paiifli-oHiccrs in the weftern coafis of England have a 
good while followed the trade of exporting' hither their fu- 
pernumerary beggars, in order to advance ihe Englifh Pro- 
tcdant intered: among us ; and thefe* they are fb kind to 
fend o\Qx gratis and duty-free. I have had the honour 
more than once to attend large cargoes of them from Ghe- 
ittr to Dublin : and I was then fo ignorant as to give ray 
opinion, that our city fliould receive them into Bridewell, 
and, after a month's refidence, having been well whipped 
twice a-day, fed with bran and water, and put to iiard la- 
bour, they fliould be returned honeflly back with thanks, 
as cheap as they came : or, if that were not approved of, 
I propofed, that whereas one Englifhman is allowed to be 
of equal intrinfic value with twelve born in Ireland, we 
fliould in judice return thcni a dozen for one to difpofe of 
as they pleafed. 

As to the native poor of this city, there would be litilc 
or uo damage inxoti{iu\r\^\Vvtrci uj tlidr -fcvjeral pariihcs. 
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or inftance : a beggar of the paridi of St Warborough*s, or 
ly other parifh here, if he be an obje(5l of compailion, hath 
1 equal chance to receive his proportion of alms from eve- 
f charitable hand : becaufe the inhabitants, one or other, 
alk through every llreet in town, and give their alms, 
ithout conddering the place, where-ever they think it 
lay be well difpofed of ; and thefe helps, added to what 
icy get in eatables by going from houfe to houfe among 
le gentry and citizens, will, without being very burthen- 
>me, be fufficient to keep them alive. 

It is true, the poor of the fuburb-pariihes will not have 
(together the fame advantage, becaufe they are not equal- 
^ in the road of bufinefs and pafTengers : but here it is to 
€ confidered, that the beggars there have not fo good a 
itle to public charity, becaufe moil of them are (Irollers 
torn the country, and compofe a principal part of that great 
Hiifance which we ought to remove. 

1 ihould be apt to think, that few things can be more 
rUbme to a city-miniHer, than a number of beggars which 
lo not belong to his didridt, whom he hath no obligation 
o take care of, who are no part of his flock, and who take 
Jie bread out of the mouths of thofe to whom it proper- 
y belongs. When I mention this abufe to any minifler of 
L city-pari(h, he ufually lays the fault upon the beadles, 
■fho, he fays, are bribed by the foreign beggars ; and, as 
thofe beadles often keep alehoufes, they find their account 
infuch cudomers. This evil might eaiily be remedied, if 
the parifhes would make fome fmall addition to the falaries 
(nf a beadle, and be more careful in the choice of thofe of- 
kers. But, I conceive, there is one effedtual method in 
the power of every minifter to put in pra<5lice ; I mean, 
by making it, the interefl of all his own original poor to 
iiive out intruders : for if the parifli beggars were abfo- 
lotely forbidden by the miniller and church- officers to 
fpfTer ftroUers to come into the parifh, upon pain of them- 
fclves not being permitted to beg alms at the church-dttors, 
or at the houfes and (hops of the inhabitants, they would 
prevent interlopers more effedtualiy than twenty beadles. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the great indifcre- 
tion of our city-fhopkeepers, who fuffer their doors to be 
daily befieged by crouds of beg^ar^ (^aa \fc.^ ^^"^ ^^ 
Vol. in. Yi % 
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u lord arc by duns), to the great difguft and vexation 
of many cufbmers, whom 1 have frequently observed to 
go to other Ihops, rather than foflfer hjcfa a perfecution ; 
which might eafily be avoided, if no foreign beggan were 
iJlowed to infcfl thera. 

Wherefore I do affert, that the (hopkeepers, who are 
t!ie greatcft complainen of this grievance, lamenting that 
fM every cuflomer they are worried by fifty beggars, da 
%*cry well defervc what they fuflfer, when a 'prentice with 
u horfc-whip is able to lalh every beggar fiom the (hop, 
Vv-ho is not of the parifh, and doth not wear the badge of 
that pariili on liis ifaoulder, well Widened, and fairly vi- 
iible ; and if this practice were univerfal in every houfe to 
iul tJie Aurdy vagranis, we fhould in a few weeks dear tbe 
Toiiii of all mendicants, except thofe who have a pro- 
per title to our durxty : as for 'die aged and infirm, it 
would be fuffident to give them nothing, and then they 
mu'i (larve, or ioUow their brethren. 

It was the dty that firil endowed tliis ho(pital, and tiioie 
who afterwards contributed, as they were fuch who^- 
ncr^IJy inliabited here, fo they intended what they gave to 
Ik for tlic ufe of the dty's poor. The revenues, wWdi 
liave fincc been raifcd by parliament, are wholly paid by 
the city, without the Icall charge upon any other part df 
tiie kingdom ; and therefore nothing coold more defeat the 
original dcifign, th<m to mifappiy thofe revenues on M' 
ling beggars or ba/lards from the country, which bears bo 
ihare in ihc charges we are at. 

If fome of the out- pari (hes be oveH)urthened with poor, 
^!ie reaJTon mu(l be^ tliat the greatcft part of thofe poor are 
f hollers from the country, who iidllc tfaemfelves where 
they can iind the chcapcd Jcdgings, and from thence mki\ 
every part of the town, out of which ihcy ought to be 
whipped as a mod infufferitble nuifance, being nothing elfe 
but a profligate dan of thieves, dninkards, heathens, and 
whoremongers, fitter to be rooted out of the face of the 
tarth, than Aitfercd to levy a vafl annual tax npon the 
city, which fliarc.s too deep in the pujblv:: siiferies brought 
on us by the oppre&oos \\e\\t>a.TA« ^\«tw^'*3LT neigjhbours, 
cur bretiircn, our cov\rAY^'tv\ci\, Ci\x^^O\<i^-^VQX«Sc»w\a,'«^ 
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Some time ago I was appointed one of a committee to 
ijuire loto the iiate of the workboofe ; where we foiind 
at a chanty was beftowe<i1>y a great perfon for a certain 
DCy which io its coniequeoces operated very much to 
t detriment of the houfe ; for, when the time was elap*-' 
1, ail thofe who were fupported by that charity conti-^ 
ed on the fame foot with the reft on the foundation ; 
d, being generally a pack of profligate, vagabond wretch* 
from fevera] paits of the kiogdom> corrupted ail the 
H; fo partial, or treacherous, or interefFed^ or igno^ 
It, or milbken, are generally all recommenders, not only 
employments, but even to charity itfelf. 
I know it is complained, that the difficulty of driving^ 
•eign beggars out of the city is charged upon the 3rt- 
v^r/, (as they are called), who find their accounts belii' 
fufFering thofe vagarants to follow their trade through 
;ry part of the town. But this abufe might eafily be 
nedied, and very much to the advantage of the whole 
y, if better falaries were given to thofe who execute 
It office in the feveral parifhes, and would make it 
ar interefl to clear the town of thofe cater pillers, ra- 
ar than hazard the lofs of an employment that would 
« them an honefl livelihood. But, if that fhould fail, 
t a general refolotion of never giving chanty to a flreet- 
^ar out of his own parifh^ or without a* vifible badge, 
»uld infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 
There is generally a vagabond fpirit in beggars, which 
ght to be difcouraged, and feverely punifhed. It i» 
'ing to the fame caufes that drove them into poverty ;: 
nean, idlenefs, drunkennefs, and rafh marriages with-- 
t the lead profpe^ of fupporting a family by honed en- 
tvours, which never came into their thoughts. It is^ 
ferved, that hardly one beggar in twenty looks upo» 
nfelf to be relieved by receiving bread, or other food ;, 
i they have in this town been frequently feen te pour 
t of their pitchers good broth, that hath been given 
sm, into the kennel ; neither do they much regard 
ttths, unlefs to fell them ; for their rags are part of 
ar tools with which they work: tVxe^ viaxiX ot\>j "^J^fev 
ndjr, aod other Rrong liquors, wbicVv caxitiox \>t V^^ 

jp f 2 VWJ^<2iQ^- 
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without mooey : and money, as they conceive^ alwaj 
abounds io the metropolis. 

I had fbme other thoughts to offer upon this fubjedl 
But as I am a defponder in my natare, and haye toIeraU 
well difcoTered the difpofitton of our people, who neve 
will, nK>ve a ftep towards eaGog themfelves from any ofl< 
fmgle grievance ; it will be thought, that i have alread] 
faid too much, and to little or oo purpofe, which had 
bfun been the fate or fortune of the writer. 
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Advici 



nfK to the freemen of the city of Dii- 
iin, in the choice of a Member to rcpre- 
nt them in Parliamen«t *. 



'HOSE few writers, who, (Ince the death of Alder- 
man Burton, have employed their pens in giving 
e to our citizens, how they fiiould proceed in ele^fl- 
new reprefentative for the next feiEons, having ]aid 
their pens ; I have reafon to hope, that all true lo- 
)f their country in general, and particularly thofe who 
any regard for the privileges and liberties of this 
and ancient city, will think a fccond, and a third 
before they come to a final determination upon what 
n they refolve to £k their choice, 
m* told, there are only two perfons who fet up for 
dates ; one is the prefent Lord Mayor f , and the o- 
Ij'a gentleman of goo4 efteem, and alderman of the 
a merchant of reputation, and pofleiTcd of a ccnflder- 
office II under the crown. The queftion is, 'Which 
jfe two perfons it will be mod for the advantage of 
ty to cleifl ? I have but Httle acquaintance with ci- 
fo that my inquiries will be very impartial, and 
1 only from the general chara«51er and (Ituation of 

order to this, I mufl offer my countrymen and fcl- 
itizens fome reafons why I think tliey ought to le 
than ordinarily careful at this jundure, upon Mihom 
bellow their votes. 

» perform this with more cleamefs, it may be pro- 
> give you a fhort (late of our unfortunate country. 

his piece was pubfiflied in the year 1733 ; and as it may 

ful upon a like occafion, we have here given ir a place. 

umphry French. 

■>hn Macaral, 

^gifter to the barracks. 
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We oonfift of two parties, I do not mean PopiAi aad 
Proteftant, high and low church, Epifcopal and Sedariaof, 
AVhig and Tory ; but of thofe of £ogli(h who happen to 
be bom in this kingdom, ^whofe anodlort fcduced the 
whole nation under die obedience of the Eogltfli crows)) 
and the gentlemen fent from t'other fide to poiTeft mofrof 
tlie chief employradbts here. This^ latter party is very modi 
enlarged and flrcngthened by the whole power to the chordi, 
the law, the army, the revenue, and the cifil adniioiftr&" 
tion depofited in their hands : akhoogh for political ends, 
and to fave appearances, fome employments are fliU depo* 
fited (yet gradually in a fmaller Dumber) to perfons bom 
here. This proceeding, fortifie^with good words and ma- 
ny promifcs, is fufficient to datter and feed the hopes of 
hundreds, vho will never be one farthing the better, as 
they might eafily be convinced, if they were qualified » 
think at all. 

Civil employments of all kinds have been &r feveral 
years pafl with great prudenoo made precarious, and do* 
ring pleafure ; by which means the poueflbrs are, and muft 
inevitably be, for ever dependent : yet thofe very few of 
any confcciuence, which being dealt with fo (paring a haod 
to pcrfdns born among us, are enough to ke^ hope alitc 
in great numbers, who defire to mend their condition by 
the favour of thofe in power. 

Now, my dear fellow- citizens, how is it poffibk youcili 
conceive that any perfon who holds an office of fbme hun- 
dred pounds a-year, which may be taken from him when- 
ever power fliall think fit, will, rf he fhould be cheiea a 
member for any ciry, dothe leaft thing, when he fits in the 
houfe, that he knows or fears may be <lifpleafipg to thofe 
who gave him» or continue him in that office ? Believe me» 
thefe are no times to expofl fuch an exalted degree of vir^ 
tue from mortal men. Blazing flars are m«ch morefrc- 
qdcnrly feen than fuch heroical worthies. And. I could 
fooner hope to find ten thonfand pounds by digging in ray 
garden, tlian fuch a phoenix by fearching amoi^g the pre- 
itnt race of mankind. 

J cannot forbeat x\\\rk\t\^\\^"^^' erroneous as well as 
modern maxim o£ poWtics \ti xVvt ^tv^x'^xaMwci^ \» '^ 
eirery opportunity of de^td&ik^ M^^^A, ^\i»tril^\s 
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^cd inftances ma^r be produced in points x)f the higheft 
■importance^ had within the memory of every middle-aged 
tan : although many of the greateft perfons among ^at 
|uty which now prevails,, have formerly, upon that ax- 
"^e, much differed in their opinion from their prefen^ 
Qooeflort, 

But fo the faA Hands at prefent. It is plain, that die- 
iMurc and conntiy party here (I mean in the houfe o£ 
Commons) very feldom agree in any throg but their loy^ 
Ay to his prefent Majefty, their reffolutions to make him 
and his viceroy eafy in the government, to the utmofl oF 
riieir power, under the pre^nt coodition'of the kingdom*. 
But the perfons fent from England, who (to a trifle) are 
pofiefled of the fole exeeative power in all its branches^ 
vvith their few adherents in pofTeffion who were bora* 
here, and huudreds of expedants, hopers, and promi<- 
fees, pot on quite contrary notions with regard to If eland »■ 
They count upon a nniverfalriiibmiilion to whatever (hal^ 
be demanded ; wherein they a& fafely, becaufe none of 
fhemfelves^ except the candidates, feel the lead of cor 
fi-efiiirei. 

I remember a perfon of di(Hn^on fome days: ago af-^ 
frmed in a good deal lof mixed company, and of both- 
puties, that the gentry from England, who now enjoy 
eur higheft emplbymenrs of all kinds-, can never be pol^ 
Aly lofers of one farthing by the greatefl calamities that 
■can befal this kingdom, except a plague that would fweep 
tway a million of our Sewers ofnvc^d, and drawers if 
nnaUr% or an invafion that would fright our grandees out 
of the kingdom. For this perfon argued, that whili 
there was a penny left in the treafury, the civil and mi- 
litary lift muft be paid ; and that the Ep^oopal revenues, ■ 
ihidb are ufoally farmed out at fix times below the real 
nlue, could hardly fails He infifled farther, that/ as 
money diminifhed, the prices of all neceffaries for life 
Buft of coniequenca do fo too,, which would be for the 
advantage of all perfbnsrin employment as well as of my 
Lord^ the Bifhops, and to the rain of every body elfe. 
Amon^ the company there wanted not tneft \ti <2?S:i«.s\3fc* 
ides one or two expedants : yet 1 d\A tvox. c^aSsr*^ '^^ ^ 
bemdif^ofed to rettun aa an£v/^i *. Wv xiaa <»iX3S«Q^^'^'=^^ 
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drawn Were thefe : That the great men in power fenthtf 
thcr from the other fide were by no means upon the fame 
foot with his Maje(ly*s other fubjefts of Ireland. They ' 
hid no common ligament to bind them with us ; they fu^ 
fered not with our fufFerings, and if it were poilible for 
us to have any caufe of rejoicing, they could not rejoice 
with us. 

Suppofe a perfon, born in this kingdom, (hall . happen 
by his fervices for the Englifti intereft to have an employ- 
ment conferred on him worth four hundred pounds a-year; 
and that he hath like wife an eftate in land worth four hofir 
dred pounds a-year more : fuppofe him to fit in parHa- 
ment : then, fuppofe a land-tax to be brought in of fiic 
{hillings a-pound for ten years ; I tell you how this gen- 
tleman will compute. He hath four hundred pounds a- 
year in land : the tax he mufl pay yearly is one hundred 
pounds ; by which, in ten years, he will pay only. a thou- 
sand pounds. But if. he givefi his vote againft- this tax, 
he will lofe four thoufand pounds by being turned out of 
his employment, together with the power and influence 
he hath, by virtue or colour of his employment; and thus 
.the balance will be againil him three thoufand pounds. 

I defire, my fellow-citizens, you will pleafe to call to 
niind how many perfons you can vouch for among your 
acquaintance, who have fo much virtue and felf-denial, 
as to lofe four hundred pounds a-year for life, together 
with the fmiles and favour of power, and the hopes of 
higher advancement, merely out of a generous love of 
his country. 

The contentions of parties in England are very difTcr' 
cnt from thofe among us. The battle there is fought for 
power and riches; and fo it is indeed among us : but, 
whether a great employment be given to Tom or to Peter, 
xhty were both born in England, the profits are to be 
fpent there. All employments (except a very few) arc 
beftowed on the natives : they do not fend to Germany, 
Holland, Sweden, or Denmark, much lefs to Ireland, for 
chancellors, biihops, judges, or other officers. Their fa- 
/arfes, whether \ve\\ ot '\\\ ^ox^ ^\t ^Tv\^\^^^d at home : 
and whatever thdr tivot^\^ ox ^ci\\\\c^\>^> >^^\«Kka\i\'i\.^> 
the poorer. 
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The houfe of Commons in England have frequently cir- 
eavoured to limit %hc number of members, who (hould 
« allowed to have empbyments under the crown. Se- 
cral adls have been made to that purpofe, which many 
\nfe men think are not yet effe^ual enough, and many of 
hem are rendered iaeffecflual by leaving the power of re- 
ledHon. Our houfe of Commons confifts, I think, of a- 
K)ut three hundred members ; if one hundred of thefe 
hould happen to be made up of perfons already provided 
or, joined with expedlers, compliers, eafy to be per- 
'uaded, fucb as will give a #ote for a friend who is ih 
ftbpes to get ibmething ; if they be merry companions^ 
without fufpicion, of a natural balhfulneis, not apt or 
»ble to look forwards ; if good words, fmiles, and caref- 
fcs, have any power over them,- the larger part of a fe- 
cond hundred may be very eafily brought in at a mod rea- 
(bsable r;(te. 

• There is an Engllfhman * of no long (landing among: 
08, but in an employment of great trufl, power, and pro- 
fit« . This excellent, perfon did lately publifh, at his owft. 
expefiie, a pamphlet, printed in England by authority, to 
jufiify the bill for a general ^xc^, or inland duty, in or* 
der ta introduce that bleiTcd fcheme among us. What 
a tender care mud fuch an Englifh patriot for Ir^and have 
•f our interejll, if he (hould condefcend to (it in our par* 
Kament? I will bridle my indignation. However, roe- 
thinks I long to fee that mortal, who would with plea- 
fare blow us up all at a blad : but he duly receives hi» 
thoufand pounds a- year ; makes his progrefs like a king $ 
is received in pomp at every town f and village where he 
travels, and (hines in the £ngli(h news-papers* 
' I will now apply what I have faid to you, my brethren 
and fellow- citizens. Count upon it, as a truth next to 
your creed, that no one perfon in ofHce, of which he is. 
not mader for life, whether born here or in England, will 
ever hazard that ofBce for the good of this country. 

• ifidward Thompfon, Efq; member of parfiamcnt for Yorki 
and a commiilioner of the revenue of Ireland. 

f Mr Thompfon was prefentcd wltk Ya% ii&tdAm ^^ to«iA. 
aqporgtioas is Jrciand.. 
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One of your candidates it of tbtt kind, and I fadlete hi 
to. be an honett gentleniaii, as the word bonefi is general 
underftood. But he loves his employmettt better tbanJ 
•doth you, or his country, or att the ocNmtnes npoo cadi 
Will you contribute or give him city-fecarity to pay hi 
the vsdue of bis eroployineot, if it fhould be takisn fro 
hioi during his life, for voting on all oocs£oos with dieb 
fled country-party in the houfe ? although I much qnefbo 
whether he would do it even c^on that condttioo*- 

Wherefore, Hnoe there are but two candidates, I intre 
you will ^yi on the preAnt Lord Mayor. He liai 
fliewn more virtue, more activity, more ikill, in oi 
year's government of the city, than an hundred years g 
«qua]. He hath endeavoured with great fuccefs to baoi 
frauds, corruptions, and all odier abafi^ from amooj 
you. 

A dozen fuch men in power would be able to reform 
kingdom. He hath no employment under the crown ; d( 
is likely to get or folicit for any ; his education having n 
turned him that way. I will aflure for no man's fuun 
condadl ; but he who -hath hitherto pra^rfed the rules ( 
virtue with fo much difEculty, in fo jgreat and bufy t & 
iien, deferves your thanks, joid the beft letnm you ca 
make hiip ; and yon, my brethren, have no other x»^\ 
ktm, . than that of reprefenting yon in parliament. Te 
me not of your engagements and pcomifes to anodiei 
Your promifes wore fins of mconfideration at beft ; to 
you are bound to repent and annul them* That geotk 
man, although with good repotation, is already engage 
on the other fide. He hath four hundred pounds a-ye; 
under the crown, wfaidi he is too wife to part with, b 
Sacrificing fb good an eftabltfhment to the empty names ( 
mrtne, uid low of his country. I isin .afEire you, tl 
DaAPiBR is in the iaterefls of the prefent Lord Mayo 
whatever yon may be toki to the jcontrary. I have ktel 
heaord him ikclare £o in public company, ^nd offer fome 4 
thefe very reafons in defence of his opinion ; although \ 
hath a i^gacd and efieem for the other gentlenuuria b 
would not anfwer the c;^^ \SK^>!dt^ «nd 5a kingdona { 
a cojoiiioKnt. V 
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lie Loixl Mayor** fevcrity to fome unfair dealers 
d not tQrn the honed men among them ^tgaind him. 
tever he did, was for the advantage of thofe very 
rs whofe difhoneft members he punifhed. He hath 
rto been above temptation to aft wrong ; and tbcre- 
as mankind goes, he is the moft likely to st& right as 
refentative of your city« as he conilantly did ia the 
nment of it. 



Some 



Some Considerations humbly offered to 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the c( 
of Aldermen and Common Council of 
Hon. city of Dublin, in the choice of a 

C ORDER ** 



THE office of recorder to this chy being vacai 
the death of a very worthy gentleman, it is 
that five or fix. pcrfons are foliciting to fucceed hira i 
employment. I am a flranger to all their perfon^, a 
moil of their characters ; which ^tter, I hope, will a 
time be canvaiTed with more decency, than it fome 
happeneth upon the like- occafions. Therefore, as 
wholly impartial, I can with more freedom delive 
thoughts, how the feveral perfons and parties cone 
€ught to proceed in ele^ing a recorder for this grea^ 
ancient city. 

And fir((, as it is a very natural, fo I can by no r 
think it an unreafonable opinion, that the Tons, or ne 
iations of alderm^, and other deferving citizens, d 
be duly regarded, as proper competitors for an emploj 
in tlie city's difpofal : provided they be- equally quj 
witli other candidates ; and provided that fucli em 
ments require no more than common abilities and con 
honefty. But, in the choice of a recorder, the cafe i 
tirely different. He ought to be a perfon of good ab 
in his calling ; of an unfpotted charafter ; an able p 
tioner ; one who hath occasionally merited of this cit 
fore : he ought to be of fome maturity in years ; a i 
ber of parliament, and likely to continue fo ; regul 
his life ; firm in his loyalty to the Hanover fucceffion 
dulgent to tender confciences ; but, at the fame tii 
firm adherer to the eftablidied church. If he be li 
one who hath already fat in parliament, it ought 

• Upon the death of Mr Stoyte, recorder of the city of D 
in the year 1 7^3, feveral gentlemen declared themfelves cand 
to fucceed IVim : lapon >wK\c\\ xXvc \:i€.%x\ ^xqxr \Xv\% \j'>j^^ 
Eaton Stannard, E^q; ^^ t^uvXcm^xv cJl ^stt.^\.^w^ m\^ 
And very knowing. mUs v^oitiSioxv^. ^^^^ViSv.^^. 
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quired of what weight he was there '^ whether he voted 
I all occafioos for the good of iiis country ; and partici^- 
rly for advancing the trade and freedom of this city : 
fierher he be engaged in any faction, either national or 
ligious : and latlly, whether he be a man of courage ; 
It to be drawn from his duty by the frowns or menaces 

power, nor capable to be corrupted by allurements or 
ibes, ■■■ Thefe, and many other particulars, are of in- 
itdy more confequence than that finglc circumftance 

being defcendcd by a diied or collateral line fiom any 
German, or diitinguifhed citizen, dead or alive. 
There is not a dealer or fhopkeepcr in this city of any . 
^(laoce, whofe thriving, lefs or more, may not depend 
QO the good or ill conduct of a recorder. He is to watch 
ery motion in parliaiueot, that may the lead affevSt the 
iedoiu, trade, or welfare of ir^ 

In this approaching eledlion, the Commons, as they are 
numerous body, fo they feem to be moft concerned in 
lint of intered ; and their rntereft ought to be mod re- 
rded» bccaufc it altogether dependetJi upon the true m- 
reft of tJie city. They have no private views ; and gi- 
Qg {heir votes, as I am informed, by. baHoting, they 
: under f)0 awe, or fear of difobliging competitors. It 
therefore hop«d, that they will duly confider, which of 
( candidates is mod likely to advance the trade orthem- 
Ives and ^heir brother^citizens ; to defend their libcrries, 
ich fft and out of parliament, againd all attempts of in- 
iachment or opprefTion^ And io God dire<^ them in the 
take of a recorder, who may for many years fupply that 
^ertaot office with /kill, diligence, courage, und £dcli- 
. And let ^11 the people fay, A win. 
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The Last Speech and Dying Woi 
Ebenezer Elliston, who was c: 
the id day of May 1722 *. 



% 
Publilhed at bts defire, for the common ( 



[About the time that the following fpeech w«s i» 
town was much iieltered with Jlreet-robhers ; who, in 
manner, would Idze on gentlemen, and take them i 
comers, and after they bad robbed them, would 
bound and gagged. It i) remarkable, that this fpe 
Rood an effe<a, that there have been very few rbbbc 
iwiad committed iince.] 



I A M now going to fufFer the juft puni(Km« 
crimes, prefcribed by the law of God and nr 
I know it is the.conflant cu(lom, that thofe wl: 
this place (hould have.fpeeches made for them, 
iibout in their own hearing, as they are carried 
tion ; and truly they are fuch fpeeches, that, al 
fraternity be an ignorant illiterate people, they v 
a man afhamed to have fuch nonfenfe and fs 
charged upon him, even when he is going to tl 
They contain a pretended account of our birth 
of the fa<^ for which we are to die, of our fine 
ance, and a declaration of our religion, I cai 
to avoid the fame treatment with my predeceflb 
ever, having had an education one or two de[ 
than thofe of my rank and profelEon, I have 



• This piece had a mofl excellent effeft. The tl 
±)onds, and all the lower clafs of people, though 
work of Ebenezer Ellifton, who had received the 
good e«.1ucat*ion ; av\A tVvc ft.^\^ q.1 \V\v% ^^ijer is fo 

perfon in fuch drcuTt\ft.2Ln<:w, vY.'i\\^HJ'i\^v'\ .^5^^^^ 

/^cell judgmetit. Orrtiy* 
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ering, ever fince my commitment, what it might be pro- 
er for me to deliver upon this occafion. 

And firft, I cannot fay from the bottom of my hearty 
lat I am truly forry for the oflfence 1 have given to God 
[id the world ; but I am very much fo, for the bad fuc^ 
:fs of my villanies in bringing me to this untimely end', 
or it is plainly evident, that after having fome time ago 
btained a pardon from the crown, I again took up my old 
ade ^ my evil habits were fo rooted in me, and I was 
rown fo unfit for any other kind of employment. And 
lerefore, although, in compliance with my friends, I re- 
Jve to go to the gallows after the ufual manner, kneeling, 
itb a book in my hand, and my eyes lift up ; yet 1 (hall 
«1 no more devotion in my heart than I have obfcrved in 
y comrades, who have been drunk among common 
hores the very night before their execution. I can fay 
rther from my own knowledge, that jwo of my fraterni- 
' after they had been hanged, and wonderfully came to 
«, and made their efcapes, as it fometimes happens, pro- 
id afterwards the wickedeft rogues I ever knew, and fo 
mtinued until they were hanged again for good and all ; 
id yet they had the impudence at both times they went to 
le gailiows to fmite their brea(b, and Hfc up their eyes to 
javen all the way. 

Secondly, From the knowledge I have of my own wic- 
ed difpofitions, and that of my comrades, I give it as my 
pinion, that nothing can be more unfoitunate to the pi^ 
no, than the mercy of the government in ever pardoning 
r tranfporting us ; unlefs when we betray one another, a«i J\ 
ft nerer fail to do, if we are fure to be well paid, and •' 
den a pardon nsay do good ; by the fame mie, nat it is 
etter to have but one fox in a farm than three or four. 
lut we generally make a (hift to return after being 
ranfported, and are ten times greater rogues than before, 
nd much more cunning. Befides, 1 know it by experience, 
aat fome hope we have of finding mercy, when we arc 
ried, or after we are condemned, is always a great en- - 
ouragement to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle youn^ fel- 
ywi than the company of thofe odiovx% cotwssvo^ NiXvss*?^ 
e frequent, and of which this tovin\a i>A\\ xNi^^^ nix^xs^- 
G g a ^ 
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es pats us upon all mifchicf to feed their hjfls and ex 
va;;incto3 : they are ten tinKS more bloody and cruit:! t 
men, tljeir advice is always not to fpare if we are purfii 
ihey get drunk with us, ^r.d arc common to us all ; 
ycf, if they can get any thing by it, arc iiire to be our 
iriytrs. 

Now, as I am a dying man, fometliing I have done wJ 
may bo of gooil vti'c to the public. I have left witt 
hoticll HMD, («ind indeed titc or.ly honed man I was i 
u^-qaaitiitd with), the names of all my wicked brefhi 
the pr(.r.'nt places of their abode, with a fhort accoan 
ihc chief crimes they have committed; in many of wl 
i have been their accomplice, and heard the reft from t! 
own months ; 1 have likewife fet down the names of tl 
we call our fetters, of the wicked houfcs we frequent, 
of thofc who receive and buy our (lohiD goods. I h 
folemnly charged this honefb man, and have received 
promife upon oath, that whenever he hears of any ro 
to be tried for robMng, or houfe-breaking, he will I 
into his Hfl, and if he finds the name there of the tl 
concerned, to fend the whole paper to the governmc 
Of tliis 1 here give my companions fair and public waroi 
and hope they will take k. 

In the paper above n>entioned, which I left with 
friend, I have alfo fet down the names of feveral gea 
Tf.cn wlio have been robbed in Dublin ftreets for th 
voars pall : I have told the circumflanccs of thofe r 
bents; and fliewn plainly that nothing but the want 
common courage was the caufe of their misfortune. I h 
therefore defired ray friend, that whenever any gentler 
happens to be robbed in the Ilreets, he will get that n 
rion printed and publifhed with, the fu(t tetters of th 
genikmcDS names, who by their own want of bravery 
likely to be the caufe of ^11 the mifchief of that kind wh 
may happen for th^ future. 

I cinnot leave the world without a fliort dcfcription 
that kind of life, which I have led for fome years pa 
and is exadly the fame with the reA of our wicked fa 
thren. 

Althouoh we arc get\et?i\\^ ^o corroL^x^^l^wcw^xa ^ 
hood, as *to h^\c tiO fcr.^^ ci ^QCitoi't^-, ^^x. ^^^yw 
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Avy always hangs about us, I know not what it is, tliac 
e are never eafy till we are half-drunk among our whores : 
id companions \ nor deep found, unlefs we drink longer 
an we can Hand. If we go abroad in the day, a wife 
an would eadly Hod us to be rogues by our faces, we 
ive fuch a iufpicious, fearful, and con/lrained counte- 
loce ; often torning back, and /linking through n^rcw 
DCS and alleys^ i'have never failed of knowing a bro- 
er '•thief : by^ his !eoks» though I never faw him before, 
very man among us- kSeeps his particular, whore, who is 
>wever common to cw all,, when we have a mind to 
lange. When we have got a booty^ if. it be In money, , 
t divide it equally among our companions, and foon> 
uander it away on our vices in thofe houfes that receive * 
t ; for the ma/rer and mifhcfs, and the very tapfter, go 
acks; and befi«1es make U6 pay triple reckonings. If* 
ir plunder be plate, watches, rings, fnuff-boxes, ands 
e like ; we have cu(lomers b all quarters of the town to 
ke them oC I have feen a tankard worth fifteen pounds ^ 

Id to a. felk)w>in ftreet for. twenty fhillings ; and i 

gold watch for thirty^. Ihave let down his name, andi 
at of feveral others inr the pap<er already mentioned. 
h have fetters watching in corners^ and b)r dead walls, 

give us nouce n^en a g^entloman goes by ;^ efpecially if * 
t be any thing: in drink* I belkeve^ in my^ confcience, . 
lit if an account were made of a thoufand pounds in (lolea ^ 
ods'; confidering the Idw rates we fell them at, the bribes ' 
I muft give for concealment, the extortions of alehoufe- 
ckonings, and other necedacy charges^ there would not 
main fifty pounds clear to be divided among the robbers, . 
ud out of this we muft find cloaths for our whores, be- 
es treating them from morning to night ; who in requital i 
svard us with nothing but treachery and the- pox. For 
ten our money is gone, they are every moment threatening ; 
infiorm againft us, if we will not go out and look for 
ire. If any- thing in this world be like hell, as I have- 
ard It defcribed by our clergy, the trueil pi(5lure of it mufl 

in the backroom of one of our alchoufes at midnight ; . 
lere a crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
er arfrer a booty, and are begmivvw^ xo ^o^ ^v>a.^% 
m which time, until thev are paRvYitw &»&«&> Na^"^^^ 
Gg3 ' 
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a continued horrible noife of curfing, blafphemy, k«d- 
nefs, fcurrility, and brutifh behayiour, fuch roariog and 
confufion, fuch a clutter of mugs and pots at each other*! 
lieads ; that bedlam, in comparifon, is a fober and or- 
derly place. At laft they all tumble from their ftook 
and benches, and fleep away the reft of the night ; and 
generally the landlord or his wife, or fome other whore 
who has a ftronger head than the reft, picks their pockets 
l>cfore they wake. The misfortune is, that we can never 
be eafy till we are drunk ; and our drunkennefs conftandy 
rxpofes us to be more eafily betrayed and taken. 

This is a fliort piftufe of the life 1 have led ; whiA 
is more miferable than that of the pooreft labourer who 
xvorks for four pence a-day ; and yet cuftom is fo ftrong, 
that I am confident, if I could make my efcape at the foot 
of the gallows, I fhould be following the fame courfe this 
rery evening. So that, upon the whole, we ought to be 
looked upon uS the common enemies of mankind; whofe 
intereft it is to root us out like wolves and other mifchievoos 
vermin, againft which no fair play is required. 

If I have done fervice to men in what I have faid, I 
fliall hope I have done fervice to God ; and that will be 
better than a fiUy fpeech made for me, Ml of whining 
and canting, which I utterly defpife, and have never been 
ufed to ; yet fuch a one I expert to have my ears tor- 
mented with, as I am pafting along the ftreets. 

Good people, fare ye well ; bad as I am, I leave many 
worfe behind me. I hope you ftiall fee me die like a oaa 
the death of a dog. 



E.E. 
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r T may be faid, without offence to other cities of 
[ much greater confequence to the world, that our town 
f Dublin doth not want its due proportion oi folly and 
ice both native and imported ; and as to thofe imported, 
e have the advantage to receive them lafl, and confe- 

• The I nielli genccr was a weekly paper undertaken by the Deafi 
k1 Dr Sheridan in 1728, of which no more than twenty numbers 
ere ever publiJhed. The ift, 3d, 5th, 7th, 9tb, fomcvcrfes in 
e 8th, and at the end of the loth, the 15th, and the i9tb, were 
itten by the Dean. The 5th and 7tli are put together and 
inted as they were publilhed by Mr Pope in the 4th volume of 
eir mifccUanies, under the title of j4n EJfay on the fates of ckrgj- 
n, vol. 7- p. 189. The poetry in the 8th, is the dialogue be- 
een mad Mulhnix and Timothy, which is pi inted, as it was alfo 
(Ted by Mr Pope, in vol. 6. p. 193. The 9th he intitled An 
y on modern education, and by that name it will be found in 
I. 7. p. 197. The verfes at the end of the loth, called Tim and 
Fables, are printed in vol. 7. p. 66. The 15th is a pamphlet 
ich Dr Sheridan, having written a (hort introdu6Uon to, took in- 
the Intelligencer, merely to favetbc labour of writing a popcr. 
s printed in volume 3. and intitled, A Jhort vinv of thejlate of 
land. No 19. is alfo a tra£t which has been before publi(hed 
itfelf, and was taken into the Intelligencer for the fame reafon 
the former. The Dean and the Doftor foon became weary of 
eriodical work, in which they were difappointcd of alHftance : 
: price was but one halfpenny; and fo few, were fold, that the 
nter could not afford to engage a young man of proper qualifi- 
ions to work up fuch hints as (hould be font him ; of wj^ch 
:re were enough, and which the undertakers hoped thus to 
nmunicate, with lefs labour to the public The Intelligencers 
re collcdled into a volume, and reprinted in England in 1730. 

J letter 62. vol. 8 p. MS- M4. 

quentJ3r» 
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i|ucntly» after our happy manoer» to improve and relic 
upon them. 

But, becaufe there are many effe^ of folly and vi 
among us, whereof (bme are general^ others confined 1 
fmaller numbers, and others again perhaps to a few inii 
victuals; there is ^fociety lately eflablidied, who at grc 
expenfe have eredled an effice of intelligence^ from whi( 
they are to receive weekly information of all iwporta. 
events zxA Angularities ^ which this famous metropolis c 
furniih. Strict injondions are giv«n to have the tnu 
information ; in order td which, certain qualified pcrfo 
are employed to attend upon duty in their fcveral pod 
fome at xht play-boufct others in churches, fome at bd 
ajjhnbliest coffeehoufes^ and meetings for quadrille ; for 
at the fevera) courts ofjuflice, both fpiritual and tem^ 
ral ; fome at the college , fome upon my lord mayor a; 
aldermen in their public affairs ; laflly, fome to convei 
y/ith /avcuritfi chamber maids, and to frequent thofe at 
hmujes, and hrandy-Jb^ps where the fnotmen of great i 
miues meet in a moraing ; only the * barracks and park 
ment'hmtfi are excepted ; becaufe we have yet found 
enfims perdus + bold enough to venture their perfons 
cither. Out of diefc and fome other ftorehoufes, ^ 
hope to gather materials enough to inform, or divert, 
correct or vex the town, 

Bnt i&fa{ls, paJ[ag^s,'SiX\6. adventures of all kinds s 
Wte to have the greateft (bare va<i\XT paper, whereof ' 
cannot always atifwer for the truth; due care (hall 
taken to have them applied to feigped names, where 
all juft offence will be removed ; for if none be guiii 
none will have caufe to blulh or be angry ; if otberwi 
thci> the guilty perfon is fafe for the future upon his f) 
fent amendment, and fafe for the pref^nt froni' all but 1 
wvn confiicnce. 

There is another refolution taken among us, which 
fear will give a greater and more general difco stent, and 
of fb flngular a nature, that 1 have hardly confidence 

• Barracks, buildings for the lodgment of (bldiers.- 
t Ettfans perdus, forlorn hope. Sec preface to the Billiop 
S arum's introdudicn, vol. 7. p, 215. ' 
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DOUgh to mention it, alihoiJgh it be abfolutcly necefTary by 
way of apology fot jo bold and uripcpuUrr an atlewpt. 
But fb it is, that we have taken a ccfpcratc connfel to 
produce into the world every dilHnguiflicd a^ion either of 
jujlice^ prudence^ generojity^ charity y friendjhip^ or /«- 
biicfpirit, which conies well attelted to us. And although 
we ihall neither here be fo daring as to ailign name^, yet 
we ihaJl hardly forbear to give fome hints, that perhaps, 
to the great defpleafurc of fuch deferving perfons, may en- 
danger a difcovery. For we think that even virtue itfclf 
fliould fubmit to fuch a viortlficatiofu as by its vifMity 
and example will render it more ufeful to the world. But 
however, the readers of thefc papers need not be in pain 
of being overdiarged with fo dull and ungraceful a flibjc^- 
And yet who knows, but fuch an occafioo may be offered 
to us once in a year or two, after we have fettled a cor- 
refpondence round the kingdom. 

But after all our boafU of materials fent us by onr fe- 
ttraJ emijfaricsy we may probably foon fall fliort, if the 
town will not be plcafed to lend as further afTiflance to- 
wards entertaining iiftlf. The nuorld bed knows its own 
faults and virtues^ and whatever is fent (hall be faithfully 
returned back, only a little embelliihcd according to the 
cu/tom of AUTHORS. We do therefore deviand ami 
txpe£i continual advertifemeuts in great numbers to be 
fcnt to the PRINTER of ihh paper ^ who hath employed 
t judicious fecretary to colleft fuch as may be mod ufeful 
for the public. 

And although we do not intend to expofe our own pcr- 
fons by mentioning names, yet we are 10 far from requi- 
ring the fame caution in our correfpondents^ rhat, on the 
contrary, we exprefsly charge and cotfimand them, in all 
the fa^s they fend us, to fct down the names, titles, and 
places of abode at length j togetlier with a very particu- 
lar defcription of the perfons^ dreffes^ difpofitions of the 
feveral lords ^ ladies y J quires ^ madams ^ lanuyers^ game- 
fterst toupees y fits, niits, rakes, and itiforjuersy whom 
they (hall have occafion to mention ; otherwife it will not 
be pofllble for us to .idjuft cur dyle to the different qua- 
lities and capacities of the purfoiis concerned, and treat 
them with the refped ox f^mnliarity^ that may be due to 
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x\\t\r flations and chara^ersy which we are determine 
obferve with the utmoft fbi^nefsy that doqc may 
Ciiufe to complain r 



NUMBER rrr. 

Ipfe per omnet 
Ihlt p0rfonaty ef turbam rtddet in unam, 

THE playert having now almoft done with th( 
inedy called the Beggar* s Opera for the feafoi 
may be no unpleafant fpeculation,. to refle<5t a little 
this dramatic piece, {q fingular in the fubjedt and ma 
ib mach an original, and which Iiatb frequently giri 
very agreeable an entertainment *. 

Although an evil tafte be very apt to prevail, both 
and in London ; yet there is a point, which whoeve 
rightly touch will never fail of plcafing a very grea 
jority ; fo great, that the diflikers, out of dulnefs or ; 
tatton, will be (ilent, and forced to fall in with the 1 
the point I mean, is what we call hmnour ; -which : 
perfe^ion is Allowed to be much preferable to oiv* 
it be not rather the moft ufeful and agreeable fpecies 

I agree with Sir William Temple, that the word i 
culiar to our £ngli(h tongue ; but I diflPer from him i 
opinion, that the thing itfelf is peculiar to the £i 
nation, becauie the contrary may be found in manj 
nifli, Italian, and French produ^iohs: and particu 
whoever hath a tajle for true humour will find an 
dred inflances of it in thofe volume^ printed in France 1 
the name of Le Theatre Italiefi ; to fay nothing of B 
lais, Cervantes, and many others. 

Now, I take the c<miedy or farce (or wkatever 
the criticT will allow it) called the Beggar^ s Opera t 
eel in this article of humour ; and upon that mej 
have met with fuch prodigious fuccefs, both here a 
England, 

As to poetry^ eloquence^ and mujic^ which are fa 

♦ See leU«% lo axv^ ^^otcv 'S>\ ^^vIx-^n^^.*^* 
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ive moft power over the minds of men ; it is certain that 
:ry few have a tafte or judgment of the excellencies of 
e two former ; and if a man fucceed in either, it is up - 
\ the authority oi ihok fenv judges » that lend their tajit; 
' the bulk of readers, who have none of their own. I 
n told there are as few good judges in mtific ; and that 
nong thofe who croud the operas^ nine in ten go thither 
lerely out o£ curiojttyyfq/hion, or affectation. 

But a tajle for humour is in fome manner fixed ta the 
:ry nature of man, and generally obvious to the vulgar, 
•ccept upon fubjedls too refined, and fuperior to their un-' 
eri^anding. 

And as this taJle of humour is purely natural, fo is 
umour itfelf ; neither is it a talent confined to men of 
17/ or learning; ^-^r we obferve it fometimes among 
ommon fervants, and the meaneft of the people, while 
he very owners are often ignorant of the gift they pof- 
efs. 

I know very well, that this happy talent is contemp- 
ibly treated by critics under the name of Itvj humour^ 
•r lo^ comedy ; but I know likewife that the Spaniards 
ad Itiilians, who are allowed to have the moft wit of 
ny nations in Europe, do moft excel in it, and do moft 
fteem it. 

By what difpofition of the mind, what influence of the 
lars, or what fituation of the climate^ this endowment is 
«ftowed upon mankind, may be a queftion fit for philofo' 
^bers to difcufs. It is certainly the beft ingredient to- 
vards that kind of fatire, which is moft ufeful, and gives 
fie leaft offence ; which, inftead of lafhing, laughs men 
>ut of their follies and vices \ and is the character that 
rives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And ahhough fome things are too ferious, (blemn, or 
'acred to be turned into ridicule, yet the abufes of them 
ire certainly not; fince it is allowed that corruptions in 
religion^ politics^ and /^w, may be proper topics for this 
Idnd oi fatire. 

There are two ends that men propofe in writing fa- 
tire : one of them lefs noble than the other, as re^wdl'^<^ 
nothing farther than the private tau%?^'K\otv -axA ^^R^"^^^ 
*f the writer; bat without ?inv V\e\v \5aN4^x^^ ^jcrJonoV 
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malice: tlie other is a fuhlic fpirit^ prompting men ol 
genius and virtue to oieod the world as far as they are able 
And as both tliefe ends are innocent, fo the latter is high 
\y commendable. With regard to the former I dcmafld 
U'l.crher 1 have not as good a title to laugh as men have tt 
be ridiculous ; and to expofe vice, as another hath to b( 
vitious. If I ridicule the follies and corruptions of a court 
a minijlry^ or a fcnate^ are they not amply paid by pen 
Ji^ns^ titletj and ptrjier^ while I expert and defire no a 
tlicr reward, tliiui that of laughing with a few friends iD : 
corner ? yet if thofc who tidce o£[ence, think roe in thi 
wrong, I am ready to change the fcene with thtm wheo 
ever they plcafe. 

£ut if my dcfigo be to make mankind better, then 
think it is my duty ; at Icaft, I am fure it is the intercf 
of thofc very cour t/.^nd minifterSi whofe follies or vice 
I ridicule, to reward roe for my good intentions : for i 
it be reckoned a high point of wifdom to get the laugher 
on our fide, it is much more eafy, as well as wife, to ge 
thofc on our fide, who can make millions laugh when the] 
pleafc. 

My reafon for mentioning courts and winiflersy ('ivhi 
I never think on but mntb the wojl profound veneration] 
is, becaufe an opinion obtains, that in the Beggar's Oper 
there appears to be fome reil€<5tion upon ccurticrs an 
fiat ef men y whereof I am by no means a judge. 

It is true indeed, that Mr Gay, the author of this piec( 
hath been fomewhat fingular in the courfc of his fortunes 
for it hath happened, that after fouiteen years attendin 
the court y with a large flock of real merit, a modcR an 
agreeable converfatien, ^ hundred promt fesy wxdjheknt 
dred friends y he hath failed of preferment; and upon 
very weighty reafon. He lay under the fufpicion of havir 
written a Jibcl or lampoon againfl a great minider *. 
is true, that great mlnifter was deracnllratively convince< 
and publicly owned his conviction, that Mr Gay was ni 
the author ; but having lain under the fufpicion, it fcenn 
very juft that he faould fufFcr the punifliment ; bccau 
in this mod reformed age, the vutucs of a prime minifb 

* Sir Robert \V«.\Y»^\e, ^^x.tx^N^vi%'E*•5x\<^^lc:^\Q<^^« 
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x€ no more to be fufpeifledy than the chaftity of CaeCir's 
irife. 

It m'jft be allowed, tTjat the Beggar's Opera is net the 
irft of Mr Gay's works, wherein he hath been faulty with 
egard to court/erf and fiatefnten. For ^0 omit his other 
lieces ; even in his fables, pubiifhed within two years pa{l» 
[od dedicated to the Duke oi Cumberland, for whidi 
xe, was promifed a reward, he hath been thought ibmc- 
vhat too bold upon the cotir tiers. And although it be 
lighly probable he meant orjly the courtiers of former times, 
p'et he aded unwarily, by not confidering, that the maligni- 
sy of fome people might mifinterpret what he iaid t6 the 
Jifadvantage of prefent ferfom and afEuBS. 

But I have now done :ivith Mr Gay as a politician ; atxi 
Riall confider him henceforward only as author of this 
Beggar's Opera, wherein he hath, by a turn of humour ^^a^ 
brely new, placed ^ices of all 4cind8 Jn the (Irongeft and 
mod odious light ; and thei^by done eminent fervice both 
to religion and ntorality. This appears from the unparal- 
lelled fuccefs he hath met with. All ranks^ parties ^ and 
denominations of men either crowding to fee his ofiera, or 
reading it with delight in their clofets ; even miniilers of 
{late, \vhoni he is thought to have mod of!ended; (next to 
thofe whom the a^ors reprefent)^ appearing freqaentiy at 
the theatre^ from a. confdoufnefs of their own innocence, 
and to convince the world how unjurt a parallel niaUce^ 
tnvy, and difaffe^lion to"tkegovermenth^e made; 

1 am affured that feveral worthy clergymen in- this city 
^ent privately to lee the Beggar^i Opera reprefented ; and 
rthat the fleering toxcomi^ in ■^ht pit amafed themfelvn 
with making diicoveries, and fpreading the names oftlio(e 
'gentlemen round the andience. 

• I ihall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman who would 
appear openly in his habit at 2l theatre with fuch a ▼!• 
dous crew as might probably ftand round him, at fiich co^ 
niedies znd profane tragedies ^ are often reprefented. 
Beddes, i know v^y well, that perfons of their RmdHoa 
arc bound to avoid the appearance of evil, or of ^ivin^ 
caufe of offence. But ^en tW Lord* GfeonceUors^ ^^fw^ 
are keepers of the King's confdence \ wYvwi^Cafc iu4g«^ ^ 
JjeJand, w/jofe. title is rtvtrevd i NlYitsv loiici,^"^^ 

Vol. 111. Yi\x ^'^^^ 
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bound by the rules of their fex to the ftrl<5left deccnq, 
appear in the theatre without cenfure ; I cannot under- 
iland, why a young clergymauy who comes concealed out 
of curiofity to fee an innocent and moral play, fhould be 
fo highly condemned : nor do I much approve the rigour 
of a great prelate, who faid, be hoped none of his clergy ivete 
there, I am glad to hear there are no weightier objeftions 
againfl tliat reverend body planted in this city, and I wiih 
there never miiy. But I (hould be very forry that any of 
them (liould be fo weak, as to imitate a court-chaplain 
in* Engl AND, who ^preached againft the Beggar's Opera, 
Mi'hich will probably do more good, than a thoufand fer- . 
mons of fo flupidj fo injudicious, and fo proflitute a di- j 
vine *. I 

• In this happy performance of Mr Gay's all the charac- i 
ters are juft, and none of them carried beyond nature, or . 
Iiaidly beyond pradlice. It difcovers the whole fyftem of 
that commonwealth, or that hnperium in irnperio of ioi- 
qulty edablifhed among us, by which neither our lives or | 
our properties are fecure, either io the highways, or in \ 
public ailemblies, or even in our own iioufes. It fhews the : 
miferable lives, and the contact late of thofe abandoned ^ 
wretches : for how little they fell'their lives and fools; 
betrayed by their nuboresy their comrades^ and the recti* 
vers and pur chafers of thofe thefts and robberies. This 
comedy contains likewife a fatire, which, without inqui- , 
ring whether it afTedls the prefent age, may poflibly be me- 
ful in times to come. I mean, where the author takes the 
occaiiOD of comparing thofe common robbers oftbepuhR:^ 
luid their (everal Aratagems of betraying; undermimogt 
«nd hanging each other, to the fcveral arts of poiittciam 
io times of corruption. 

This comedy likewife cxpofeth, with great juflicc, that 
unnatural tafte for Italian mufie among us» which is whol- 
]y unfuitable to our northern climate and the genius of the 
people, whereby we are over-run with the Ita^ effemina- 
cy, actd Italian nonfeofe. ^n'old gentleman faid to'ioe, 

• Dr Thomas Heron, t\\av^2^\\XovVc.^iicv^\'^^\\:v\<ySflSV\m, 
arter wards Bifliop of BaT\¥,ot, ^^l« V\i^^ KxC^Vics^ ^ "ivs^ 
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that many years ago, when the pra<5lice of an unnatural 
Tice grew frequent is London, and niany were profecuted 
for it, he was fare it would be the forerunner of Italian 
operas and fingers ; and then we ihould want nothing b\^t 
ilabbing, or poifoning, to make us perfcdl Italians. 

Upon the whole, I deliver my judgment, that nothing 
but fervile attachment to a party, affectation of fingulari- 
ty, lamentable dulnefs, miflakeo zeal, or ftudied I)y- 
pocrify, can have the leaft reafonable obje<5lion againft 
this excellent moral performance of the celebrated Mr 
Gav, 

NUMBER XV *. 



Lamentations ii. 19. 

Arlfey cry cut in the ntght ; in the leginning of the 
nuatches pour out thine heart like luaier before the face 
of the Lord ; lift up thy hands to*wards hir/j, for the 
life of thy young chilreny that faint for hunger in the 
top of every Jircet^ 

I Remember to have read an account, that an ode which 
Pindar writ in honour of the ifland Delos, was in- 
fcribcd in the temple of Minerva at Athena, in large letters 
of gold. A public and very laudable, acknowledgment 
for the poet's ingenuity, and for no more than a bare com- 
pliment ! Such was the encoaragemcDt given by the great 
and public-fpirLted Athenians. ' Had the fame poet, infpi* 
red by a noble and heroic ardour, by another ode awaken- 
ed and roufed their whole (late againd an invading enemy, 
or opened their eyes againft any Iccret and wicked contri- 
Tcr&of their deflru^lbo, they would have eredled Sim a 
{htue at leaft. But, alas ! that fpirit is fled from the 
world, .rand long (ince negledled. Virtue is become her 
own pajmafler. My countrymen, I hope, will forgive me, 
if I complain there has been fo little notice taken of a. 

* See above, p. 359. in the nott%» 
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fmall, but mod excelloit pamphlet, written by the DRi- 
riER. It is intitled» A tHORT view of the statb 
OF Ireland [above, p. i68.]. There never was any 
treatife yet publifhed, with a zeal more generous fiar the 
univcrfal good of a nation, or a deiign more feafonable, 
confidcring our preient lamentable condition : yet we liflea 
not to the voice of the charnscr. Whereas it fboofd have 
been infcribed in capital letters, (as gloriovs at thofe of 
the poet), in the mod public part of every corporation- 
town through this whole kingdom, that people might te- 
hold the feveral unprovoked caufes of their poverty, our 
offences towards heaven excepted. Nay, I will proceed 
farther, and fay, that every head of every family ought 
to inflruft his children fo far in this rooft incomparahk 
farnpklety that they fliould not only underftand, but be a- 
ble to repeat by heart every (ingle pariigraph through the 
whole. This was the method laid down by the wifeil 
lawgiver that ever the world produced,, to gain the hearts 
ief the people, by working upon their memories : Deut. vi. 
7. 8. 9. And thou Jhalt teach them diligent ly unto thy 
childrfn^ and Jhalt talk of them luhen thoujittefl in thine 
houfpy and nvken thou nualkejl By the njoi^^ and fuihen thou 
Heft donvny andnvhea thou rijeft up. And thou Jhalt hind 
them for a Jtgn upon thine hand^ and they Jhall he at 
frontlets bet*ween thine eyes. And thou Jhalt lurite them 
upon thepojis of thy houfe^ and on thy gates. 

And where would be the great trouble, fince we have 
Kttle elfe to do, if every man would read a lecture of the 
Jhort vienv every day in his family, after reading prayers ? 
Nor do I think the expenfe would be extravagant, if he 
(hould have every page of it reprinted, to be hung up in 
frames in every chasiber of hb hoofe ; that k na^t be as 
evident as the hand-wrifit^ •» the nuatL 

And finoe I have ventur^ thus far to prai(e and recooi* 
mend this mofl inimttahte piece, kt me (peak a few words 
in favour of its Aitthor. 

I would propofe to my comtrymen before 9& tkdr-nn- 

ney goes off, (it is going as faft a» poffible), to oonvert tt 

into a few ftatnes xo ^t 'Dvlk^i'lvvsl thofe memorable parts 

of this kingdoin, whettouTV«Qft*>aw^^ftft\sfc\r!dL\^^bR 

aa Jafltc ia defence otwt UMrj.'wASSBat^^^-T^^-^K^a: 
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RELIGION overall Europe; at Derry, at Enniskil- 
HEM, at Bo¥ME, at AuGHRiM. NoT would it be amifs 
to fet op a few more ^about our metropolis^ >vith thiit 
glorious infcription, Lubertas^ et Nat ale Solum* 

If oyr money were metamorphofed upon fuch a good 
occafioQ as this, it would not be in the power of any Cyp- 
itUui *9 to get it into his own coffers ; «nd it would be 
the only method to prevent its being carried off, except our 
viceroys (hould aft like the Roman pnefe^, and xun awaj; 
with our very (latues. 

Courteous reader, mark well what follows, 
<« I am affnred,.tbat it hath for fome time been pra6li*- 
•« kd/* (be. [Here tife^jfhsrl view 0/ the Jlt^^cf Itset- 
la»dfr above, .p. i6&.. wasiniated vtrbatsm^^. 



Sk^ vof noH vohu^ VilUra feriit^ . ^eu 



[N. B. In the ibllowinsdiicourrelhe author perfonates a coua«*- 
try-gentleman in the north of Irdand. And tkU-letter irfnppo* 
ilcd asdire^dtotbe J^pier.3 . 



HAving, on tife 12th of O^ober kff, received a let- 
ter, figned Andrew Dealer, and PAtRiCK 
P^NiTYLESs, I believe the following paper, jaftcometO: ' 
my hands, will be a^ fuificicnt aAfwer to it« 

Sir; 

IA M. a . coiiutry«-gent]iiman j and a > raenoibbr of pariia^ 
tnenti vmh an «ftate of about 1 400 /. a-y«r ; whioh^ - 
» a northerj^ landlord, hrecerVe^ firomdbove two hundred 
tenants : and n^ lands having been kt near twenty 

♦ Cypfeldi^ a governor of Cor\nttc,\iliocjCw^fNt!^'*\vi^HS^'2^ 
bought att the matmy oi^thktii9X!t^f^\kxsS^^X9^''^^ 
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years ago, the rents, until very la^ly, were eftecn 

be not above half-vafue ; yet, by the intolerable k 

ofy/7:vr, I lie under the grcatcft difficiilttes in rec 

them, as well as in paying my labourers, orbuyii 

thing neceffary for my family from trade/men^ w 

not able to be long out of their money. But the fuf! 

of me, and thofe of my rank, arc trifles in com] 

of what the meaner fort undergo ; foch as the huyt 

fillers at fairs and markets ; the Jhopkeepers in 

to-MH : the farmers in general ; all thofe who trav< 

jUlj^ poultry^ pedUry-'vjarey and other conveoiem 

fell : but more efpecially bandicraftjmen^ who wc 

ITS by the day ; and common labourers, whom I h 

ready mentioned. Both thefe kmd of people I a 

ced to employ until their wages amount to a double ^ 

or a moidore^ (for we hardly have any gold of loi 

lue left us), to divide it among themfelves as they ca 

this is generally done at an alehoufe or hrandyjhop ; 

befidcs the coft of getting drunk, (which is ufoa 

cafe), they mufl pay fen pence or a frilling foi 

ging their piece into Jilver to fome huekjieringfellv 

follows that trade. But, what is infinitely worfe 

poor men, for want of due payment, are forced to 

their oatmeal and other neceffaries of life atalmod 

▼alue ; and confequently are not able to difchat 

■ their fcore, efpecially under the fcarcenefs of corn 

yoars-paft^ andthe melancholy difappointment of.t 

fent crop. 

The caufes of this, and a thoofand other ei 

' clear and manifcfl to you and all thinking men, a 

hidden from the vulgar. Thefe fndeed complain 

times, the dearth of com, the want of money, i 

ncfs of feafops ; that their goods bear no price, 

poor cannot find work ; but their weak reafonin| 

carry them to the hatred and contempt borne us 

. neighbours and brethren, without the lead ground; 

Tocatioh, who rejoice at our fufiltrings, altliougl 

times to their own difadvantage. They confider 

dead weight \31pon t^ei^ \>e.tR.^Q\A \)fr4Stf&i <^C <»« 

. that half our revetiuw att ?ltw\^^^^Vj ^tvw^^vv^-^ 

many other gtic^^L^cca ib^c>3;!^^^ x.^ v\::v^>MJc.-m^ 
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ivhich keeps iTs from enjoying the common benefits of 
nankind ; as you and fome other lovers of their country 
lave fo often obfervcd with fuch good iirclUtatibns,' imd 
To little efre<5t. 

It is true indeed, that under our circumftances in gev 
nera! this complaint for the want oi Jilver may appear as 
ridiculous, as for a man to be impatient about a cut fing^t\ 
when he is ftruck with the plague : and yet a poor felloDr 
going to the gallows may be allowed to feel the fmart of 
wafps, while he is upon Tyburn road. This misfortune 
is fo urging, and vexatious in every kind of fnaall traffic^ ' 
and fo hourly prefling upon all perfons in the country whaf- 
foever, that a hundred inconveniencies of perhaps grekwr 
moment in themfelvcs have been tamely fubmittedtcwith 
far lefs difquietude and murmurs. And the cafe feedss 
yet the harder, if it be true, what many /kilful men aflert» 
that nothmg is more eafy than a remedy ; and that the 
want ofjiher^ in proportion to the- little gold remaining 
among us, is altogether as unneceflary, as it is inconve- 
nient. A perfon of difUndlion aflured me very lately, 
that, in difcourfmg with the Lord Lieutenant * before trb 
laft return to England, his Excellency faid. He had preff'- 
ed the matter oft en , in proper time find place ^ and to pro- 
per perfont ; and could not fee any difficulty of the leafl 
moment J that could prevent us from- being made eajy uf9n 
this article. 

Whoever carries to England twenty-feven Englifli (hil- 
lings, and brings back one moidore of full weight, is a gaio- 
cr of nine pence hifh : in 2k guinea^ the advantage is throe- 
pen<» ; and two pence in a pijlole. The 'Bankers, who 
are generally mailers of all our gold ?^A Jilver with this 
advantage, have fent over as much of the latter, as came 
into their hands. The vake of one thoufand fnoidoresia 
Jilver would thus amount in clear profit to 37 7. 10 s, 
Tht fhopkeepersi and other traders ^ who go to Lendon<to 
buy goods, followed the fame prance ; by which we have 
been driven into tbis infupport able diftref*. 

To a common thinker it (hould feem, that nothing 
would be more eafy, than for xV\^ gwcrnmtnt Vi \^^!s?^ 

• Tbc Lord C*T^ttt\% •^ 



37% THE INTELLIGENCER. Noip^ 

Ihit eril, Kt any time they ftull pleafe. When the value 
cf giuiieaj> wai lowered io Engbad fcom 2 1 a and 6 i.^ 
to only 21 /. the'coofecitteiaceB; to this kingdom were<>b* 
viousy and manifeft to as all : and a fober roan may be s^» 
lowed at leaft to wonder^ although he dare not compkio^ 
why a new regulatkm of ooia among ni was not then made;, 
much more». why it hath never hecn fince. It would 
iordy require no feiy proToaod (kill in aJgehra^to reduce 
the difference of m'w pence in 4birty JhiUingt^ or thru 
pence in a guinea to lefs than a fertbing^ aod b fmall r- 
fra^on could be M> temptation either to bankers^ to fa»; 
zard thdr^her at Tea, or tradefmoi. to load themfeives 
with it in their journeys to England, ki my humble opi* 
aionf tt would be do UB&afoiiable coD€leicett(ion,. if the \ 
gevernment would gradoufly pltafe to %nify to the pom \ 
iq^ai PeHeftmt^ fubjeSs of Ireland, either that this mifer- 
able want oi JH^er is not poffible to be remedied in aoy 
d'.gree by the niceft ikill in aritluoetic^ or elfe, that it : 
^th not Aand with ij>e good pleafare of Engfamd^. to fuf- ^ 
ler any JUve^ at aU among os. ki die foimer cafe, it ' 
wocild be madnefs to expeift impoffibilities 9 and in the o* 
thety we mud fobmit : for lives and fbrtones are always at. 
the mercy of the con^eroa. 

The queflion hath been often put in priated papers^ b^ 
the Da^PiEa and others, or perhaps by the fame waiTsa 
under different (lyles, why this kingdom ihould not be 
permitted to have a w:»t of its- own for the cdmage of 
gold^ Jilvefy and copjter\ which is a power cxerdfcdby 
many biJhopSi and every petty priooe io Germany^ But 
this q^ieilioR bath never been anfwered ; nor the ieadHa^li- 
cation, chat j^ have heard of, made to the irfvou/r from hence 
for the grant of a publh wint ; although it (lands upon 
ivcord, that feveral cities and oorporationS' here had die 
liberty of i»ini?^ Jiher, I can fee no reaions- why we 
alone^ of all nations, are thus refirained, but fuchas I dare, 
not mention : only thus far I nay venture, that Ireknd is 
the lirfl imperial kingdom iiace Nimiod, which ever.^i^t- 
ed power to coin their own wcney. 

1 know very well, xYvat \^ lav^'iitAVx. \& lawful for any 
fubjcSt to petition eu\\er t!t\^ J)r*ince,w >^nfc ^atViaT^wnXv 
jpiovided it be doae i% ^^ O^^iSvA w^^- 1^^^^»:^ ^^^^^"- ^ 
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luhat is lawful for la fubje^ of Ireland, I profefs I cannot 
determine : nor will undertake, that the printer (hall not 
be profecuted in a court of jufltce for pubHAiing my fuijhf 
es, that a poor fhopkeeper might be able to change a gui'^ 
nea or a moidore^ when a cuftomer -comes for a crown*B 
worth of goodss. I have known lefs crimes puniflied with 
the utmofi feverity, under the title of difajfedion. And 
I cannot but approve the wifdom of the antienU^ who^ 
after Adrea had fled from the eardi, at kaft took care to 
provide three upright judges for hell. Mens cart among 
us are indeed grown fo nice, that 'whoever happens to 
think out of fafhion, in what relates to the welfare of this 
kingdqm, dare not fo much as complain of the fcthach^ 
led our weak and bufy dabblers in politics fh«uld be readjf 
to fwear againft him for difaffeiiion^ 

There was a method pra^ifed by Sir Ambroie Crawle]fr, 
the great dealer in ircn-nvorksy ^idiich I wonder the gov* 
tlemen of our country under this great exigence have nds 
thought (it to imitate. In the ieveral towns and villager 
where he dealt, and many miles round, be g^ve notes i» 
[lead of money (from fnao pence to twenty JimUinp}^ 
which palTed current in all (hops and markets, as welJ at 
in houfes, where meat or drink was fold. I fee do reafon 
why the like pradice may not be introduced among us with 
fome degree of fuccefs ; or at leafl may not ferve as a poor 
expedient in this our hleffed age of paper ; which, as it 
difchargeth all our greateft payments, may fc« equally ufe- 
ful in the fmaller, and may juft keep us alive until an £n^ 
lilh a6l of parliament Jhall forbid it* 

I have been toki, that among (bme of onr pooreft Atne» 
rican colonies upon the continent, the people enjoy the 
liberty of cutting the little mwey among them into halves 
and quarters for the convenieacies offmall traffic. Honr 
happy (hould we be in companion of our pce!leat tooditioii^ 
if the like privilege were granted to us of employing the 
iheers, for want of a itv/«/, upon amforngn golds hy cUp^ 
ping it into halfcrwssu dadflfiUingh ainlevMi k>wcr deoD* 
minatioDs ; for beggarsmoft be content to lire upon fcraps.; 
and it would be our felicity, that tht& fcnj^ c.^^ tw^^x 
he exported to other eountt m» ^Y^ %3K^ i5b»\^^qr?3sx. ^^oi 
r/r- 



>! 
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* If neither of thcfe proje^ls will avail, I fee nothic 
us bat to truck and barter our goods like the mjild \i 
with each other, or with our loo powerful neighb 
only with this difadvantage on our fule, that the Ii 
enjoy the produ^ of their owu land ; whereas the 
half of ours is fent away, without fo much as a n 
penfe in bugles or glafs in return. 

It mud needs be a very comfortable circoroflance i 
prefent juncture, that lame thoufand families are 
are going, or preparing to go from hence and fettle 
fclves- in America : the poorer fort for want of work 
farmers, whofe beneficial bargains are now become a 
rent too hard to be borne, and thofe who have any 
vtoney^ or can purchafe any by the fale of their go( 
leafes, becaufe they find their fortunes hourly dec 
that their goods will bear no ptice, and that few or 
have any 7?ton<y to buy the very neceflkries of life, ai 
ilening to follow their departed neighbours. It is 
corn among us carries a very high price ; but it is fc 

. fame reafbn, that ratSy and cats, and dead horfes hav< 
efren bought (or pj) Id in a towa befieged.. 

There is a perlon of quality in my neighbourhood 
twenty years ago, when he was jnd come to age, 
unexperienced and 6f a generous temper, let his lands 
as times went then, at a low rate to able tenants ; am 
fequently by the rife of land Gnce that time looked 
bis eflate to be fet at half-value : but numbers of th< 
pants or their defcendents are now offering to fell 
leafes by cant .*, even thofe which were for lives, fo 
them renewable for ever, and fome fee- farms, whi( 
landlord himfelf hath bought in at. half the price 
^ould have yielded feven years ago. And fome leai 
at the fame time for lives have been given up to him 
out any confident tion at aR* 

This is the moft favourable face of all things at p 
among us ; 1 fay, among us of the norths who are e^ 
ed the only thriving: people .otf the kingdom. And ho^ 
^nd how foon this mifery anddefolation may fpread, i 

to forefee. 

: Tie vaft fumi o£ mone^ ^\\^ cwxvA ^^V-j ^n» 
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dventurers to America, have deprived us o{ our' gold 
fc parts, alraoft as much as of o^xr Jilver. And the ^ 
wives who come to our hoafes offer us their pieces 
;n, upon which their whole dependence lies, foe fo 
profit, that it can neither half- pay their rents, nor 
jpport their families. 

s remarkable, that this enthufiafm fpread among Qur 
2m people, of flieltcring themfelves in the continent 
nerica, hath no other foundation than their prefent 
>ortable condition at home. I have made all poffible 
ies to learn what encouragement our people have met 
by any intelligence from thofe plantations, fuificicnt 
Ice them undertake fo tedious and hazardous a voyage^ 
fcafons of the year, and fo ill accommodated -in their 
that many of them have died niiferably in their paf- 
but could never get one fdtisfa<5tory anfwer, Some» 
they know not who, had written a letter to his 
: or coufm from thence, inviting him by all means to 
over ; that it was a fine fruitful country, and to be 
for ever at ^ penny an acre. But the truth of the fadt 
: 1 he Englifh eflablifhed in thofe colonies are in great 
of men to* inhabit that traA of ground, which lies 
^n them and the 'Oiild Indians, who are not reduced 
• their dominion. We read of fome barbarous people, 
1 the Romans placed in their army for no other (ervicc 
to blunt their enemies fwords, and afterwards to fill 
inches with their dead bodies. And thus our people, 
tranfport themfelve?, are fettled in tliofe intcrJHCcnt 
, as a fcreen againfl the infults of the favages : and 
lavc as much lands as they can clear fiom the woods 
ery reafonable rate, if they can afford to pay about a 
"ed y«ars purchafe by their labour. Now, befides the 
reafon *, which inclines all thofe who have already 
red thither to reprefent every thing in a falfe light, as 
for juflifyin^ their own conduct, as for getting com- 
ns in ihcir mifcry, the governing people in thofe plan- 
IS have aifo \Vifely providxfd, that no letters fliall be 
ed to p'jfs from tlienoe hither without being firll 
•d hy the council ; by which o\:Lt ^^o>5\^ \\k.\^ -ix^ 

'le f,^K v./k). hanii^ ba Wis IrA, nvo>3\^ v^n^ jpvxWi^^^ 
Mc> cut u.r theirs. ■"" " ' ^^^^ 
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wholly deceived in the opioions they have of the happy 
conditiort of their friends gone ^fore thenik This was 
aoddenuliydifcaTered fome months ago by an honeft man, 
vfho having tranfported himfelf and fkmily thither, and 
finding all things dircdly contrary to his hope, had the luck 
to convey a private note by a faithful hand to his relation ] 
hei:^» intmiting him not to think of fuch a voyage, and to ] 
•difcoorage all his friends from attempting it. Yet this, 
although it be a truth well known, hath produced very 
£ttle efficA ; which is no manner of vronder : for as it is 
oatural to a man in a fiver to turn often, although with^ 
ont any hope of eaie ; or when he is purfued, to leap doun 
a precijHce to avoid an enemy jufl at his back ; fb men in 
the extreme^ degree of mlfery and want will nautrally fly 
to the firfl appearance of rdief, let it be ever (6 vain or 
irifionary. 

You may obferve, that I have very fupefficially touch- 
ed the fubjedl I began with, and with the utmoft cantioa ; 
for 1 know how criminal the leaft complaint hath befa 
thought,' however feafonable, or juft or honeftly im:end6d, 
whidi hath forced me to OffFer up my daily prayers, that 
it may never, at lead in my time, be interpreted by in- 
nuendoes as a faJfe, fcandalous, feditious, and difaffe^^ed 
action for a man to roar under an acute (it of the gout; 
which, beddes the lofs and the danger, would be very in- 
xonvenieqt to one of ray age, fo fevcrely aiHi<9^ed with' that 
^(temper. 

I wi(h yon good fwcceft, but I can promffe you little, in 
JSin ungrateful uflice you have taken up without the lead 
view either to reputation or profit. Perhaps your comfort 
is, that none but villains and betrayers of their country 
can be your enemies. Upon which I have littteno fay, ha- 
ving not the honour to be acquainted with, many q^ that 
fort ; and therefore, as yon may eafiiy believe, am compel- 
led to lead a very retired life. 
/ /7W, Si r, 

Tour mofi ohs'dlent 

Hwiiblc fervant, 

As. MORTH. 

vCounty of Do>^'tv, 

• J)ec. 2. 11 2Z. ^^^^ 



Remarks on Dr Swift's Tracts relating to 

Ireland. 

Taken from Mr Dean Sv/ift's Essay. 

Thefe tracl-s may, for any thing I know to the contrary, be 
thought local and temporary ; an J perhaps for that reafon may 
chance to be negle(fkd by fuccecdlng generations; which hap- 
licns to be the fate of almoft ail other points of hiftory, except- 
ing thole only which are ftiftiy fupported by the clamour ami vi- 
nilencf of contending paFtits, according to their feveral views 
SLJid inteiefts'in the commonivejlth. But as. the writings of Dc 
S'.viit, and pirticularly the Drapfr*s Irtisrs, arc founded on tlie 
fecuic biiiscf thclavvs of his country, and fupported through- 
out the whole witli the warmcft zeal for liberty, they will for 
ever command the veneration of tliofe who are not unworthy to 
enjoy the bkiTings of oui* conflitutioo. For although it be a truth 
fcavcc ever regarded, the fubjed. matter which happens to give 
rife to any politic-.d treatife whatfoever is but of little confequence; 
that fpirit which iy conveyed irr the writings of a patriot, who is 
equally faithful to his King and country, being that alone which 
improveth our faculties, and therefore hath a claim to all the 
deepeft of our attention, let what age or nation foever boaft of 
the honour of his genius. But if the inhabitants of thefe nations^ 
and particularly the people of Ireland, will continue to be like 
the deaf adder, which relufetb to hear the voice of nhc charmer; 
charm he never fo wifely; the time may come, when, for want of 
a patriot infptred Hke Dr Swift to apprife them of their danger, 
they may be doomed to- chains and flavery, by the contrivance of 
fome wi'.kcdimpcftor that may lie in wait for their deftrudtion, 
Confidcr therefore, ye fojis of Ireland, what hardfbips had fikc 
to have been infli(5led upon your wife, your courageous patriot ? 
confider what i>erfecutions w«re fet on foot againft him by flaves 
and wretches, for no other crime but that of defending-7our Hbcr^ 
ties, or rither indeed for maintaining the very cxiftence of your 
country, ajainft one vile infignilkant mechanic. Think not becaufe 
that evil day is. paft, that in the womb of time tliere cannot be any 
further pi oj eels to undermine your liberties. Have ye not feen pre- 
tended patiiotsof late years, which have proHituttd theirimpious 
penstofervethe\ilcft purpofes? ButthanksbctoGod! theirwritings 
have perilhed, and their names arc univerfally pronounced with 
abhorrence, contempt, and ejiecratron. Read therefore and im- 
bibe the political principles ofDr Swift; ingrave them on the 
tablet of your hearts ; teach them unto your cliildrcns children ; 
and above all things remember to fixat\\ndt\\VAtm'»^^S."v^\«w^ 
npon thofe men who by their wotO^s, t\\tv\ ^S6si"^^» «^^ c^^h^^t- 
» icked innnuating artifices, endeavoMT to W^^ X\vt nVc^^ ^'^ "i':^*^ 
bcrty, for be afliired, Uiat in tli^i d^i ol \xw^ ^"^^^^ T"^;^^ 
Voj.. in, T ^ ^?^ 
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prove themfelves to their mailers to be corrupted flaves and trai- 
tors to their counti7. 

i^stothe piece intitled, A JhorX vievf'ofths Jlate oflrelofid, 
nvritten in 172% [above, p. 168.], 1 cannot but declare myfelf 
1 eartily ferry, that I am forced to difagree with Lord Orrery 
with regard to his critic on it [above, p. 175] For furcly among 
all the pleafincs and delights which have any refpeft unto this 
habitable world, there can be none more generous, more »ntel- 
Jc<5lual, and more divine, than to rejoice in the profpcrity of 
our country. But alas! the miferies of Ireland being the (f- 
fedls of a thoufand caufes, are, 1 am afraid; incurable. Atleaft 
all remedies but ojie (which is aboli/Wng the ufc of gold and 
filver out of the whole community' ; a fi heme too philofopbical, 
and perhaps too chhncrical for fo corrupted an age to reduce into 
praftice) appear to be fo exceedingly defperate, that 1 verily be- 
Mevc it would require a leglflator eijual to the conduftor of the 
Ifraelites out of the land of Egypt, to make them a rich and 
fiourifliing people, not with Handing the fertility of their foil, and 
the temperature of their climate. 

I wonder that any man could poffibly rcfide for the greater part 
of eighteen years in Ireland, without remarking to hisiofinite re- 
gret, that no people in the ChrifHan worki arc fo deftitute of lai- 
mcnt, food, and all the conveniencies of life, as the Inhabitants of 
that wretched kingdom, notwithftanding that by God and nature it 
is perhaps themofl favoured of any country uix>n earth. Oftima 
fiatio, ftjjima gem, was, I remember, Dr Swiff s periphrafis for 
Ireland, whenever his patriot indignation was railed againft the 
abfurdity of their condudt and politics. 

In the fimt vh'm the Dodlor enumerates fourteea caufts of 
any country's fiouriiljing and growing rich, and then examines 
what efFcfls arife from thefe caufes m Ireland. I am well con- 
vinced, that fgme few alterations have taken place fince 1727. 
But whether in faft thefe alterations have at all contributed to 
the intefeft of the weal public ; or whether it appears they have 
had the leaft efre<ft towards banifliing complaining from our ftrcets, 
is at prefent one of the points to be coniidered ; and the other 
is, how far the remarks of Dr Swift are equally true at this 
day as they were in !727. 

I cannot but infift upon it, that Ireland, with regard to twelve 
articles out of the fourteen is jufl in the fame condition, and 
labours under the fame difadvantages, this prefent year 1754, as 
it did ia the year 1727. 

With ref|>cft to tUe feveivlYv M^\c\e\j!!JQSiNt, ^ \b^. \'^\.\ which 
concerns the improvemenl of Vixv^, «^^ \X\t t-xvox^Ka-^^tx^^-^x ^\ 
agriculture, Ireland \s bv la.T\t\ ^ >noxS& ^xx.vx'i'^vQi^ ^^^\^^^sl^^'^^ 
ic was in 1727, notNv\thft^e:vtx^ ^^«^>\^^^^"^^^^^ '"'" ^""X^ 
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rary. For sJ though it be certain that great improveaient8» 
nri particularly the fined roads perhaps in the world, have 
een made fmce that epoch, flocks and herds have been only 
hereby multiplied. And although it be aflerted by Lord Or- 
ery [above, p. 175.] that agriculture is cultivated p. tf. that 
3e culture of land is cultivated] in Ireland ; the greater part 
f the hulbandmen, the labourers, and the poor, have, merely 
3r the fake of thofe curfed cattle which are the bane of Ire- 
ind, been driven out of their wretched habitations, and ba- 
idled the country, helplefe, naked, and forlorn ; to rot, ftarve, 
nd perifh in defolate* places, to the great diminution of the 
nhabitant^. 

And as to the fourteenth article [above, p. 167. 172.], the 
eople of Ireland, by their folly, thdr madnefs, their luxury^ 
nd difregard to all public intereft, are by many degrees in a 
lore wretched condition than they were in 1727; the moil 
ommon necelTaries, even their com, their ale, and their pota- 
oes being, to the fliame and confufion of thdr politics, imported 
roni abroad, as well as their tea, their claret, and their /pices. 

As to the pamphlet intitled, A modejl ftropofal, &C. [above, 
*• B23.]> it is a humorous treatife, equally the produdl of defpair 
nd benevolence ; and feemeth to have been written in the lAV' 
ernefs of the Dean's foul, and principally addrefled to the con- 
ideratlon of thofe mercilefs tyrants whidi flarve and opprelii 
heir fellow -creatures, even to the fliame and deftrodUQn of 
heir country. His propofal is, to fatten up the chikiren of beg- 
ars, cottagers, and farmers, as they do lambs and pigs for the . 
larkets, and fell their carcafes to the rich ; a food- which he 
eclares to be vefy proper for landlords ; who, as they have al* 
eady devoured moit of the parents, feem to have the beit title 
their children. 

As to Dr Swift's political trafts relating to Ireland, wberdn 
he rights of the clergy and the caufe of Chriftianity arc eK- 
refsly and immediately concerned, I fliall only obferve in genc- 
il, that Swift, being a thorough mafler of politics, and, far be-. 
end all the wifelt of his contemporaries, deeply verfed in the 
iilory of parties, could difcover at a furpriiing diftance the na- 
jral confequences df thofe efforts which had been frequently 
lade during the time he flourifhed, to fiibvert our happy con- 
itution both of church and ftate ; 'infomuch that he appears, 
•om a great variety of his trads, to have l)een one of the moft 
igacious watchmen that ever was kcio^ivVck ^^afc Occ^\^ ^ 
billl STvift, 

Tie End cf the Tkii;.i> Noi-^i^^- 
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